
Dates for your diary 
The Parish Council below are the dates for the rest of 2017: 

14th March  -  Utkinton Village Hall 
11th April  -  Cotebrook Village Hall 
9th May  -  Utkinton (Incl. AGM 7:00pm) 
13th June  -  Cotebrook  
11th July   -  Utkinton  
12th September -  Cotebrook  
10th October  -  Utkinton  
14th November  -  Cotebrook  
12th  December  -  Utkinton  (7:00 pm) 

Meetings commence at 7:30 pm with a 15 minute public session and members of 
the public are welcome to attend. 

U t k i n t o n  a n d  C o t e b r o o k  P a r i s h  C o u n c i l  
Francis Tunney (Chair)  07860 917446 
Graham Stewart (Vice Chair) 01829 733216 
Trudy Boyle   07545 554780 
Andrew Needham  01829 732444 
Ian Priestner   01829 752009 
Nick Parker   07850 930095 
Roger Barnes   07861 312534 
Tony Burford   01829 732836 
Our Parish Clerk, Meritxell Palazuelos-Vinas can be 
contacted at utkintonandcotebrookclerk@gmail.com 

O u r  W e b s i t e  –  w w w . u t k i n t o n a n d c o t e b r o o k . c o m  

Utkinton WI – Programme of Events: 
Members of Utkinton Womens Institute would like to welcome you to 
meetings held at 7.30pm. They also have a page on the website at 

https://utkintonandcotebrook.com/utkinton/utkinton-wi/ 

12 April:  Tattenhall Ice Cream Farm (samples available): Village Hall:  
10 May:  Resolutions Games: Village Hall 
14 June: Melanie Latham from Holly Cottage Preserves will give a talk entitled 

Chutney and Cheer: Village Hall 
12 July: Garden Meeting: Dearnford Lake, Near Whitchurch (SY13 3JQ) 
9 August: Steve Halliwell - Greagarth Hall Gardens ‘A Journey Through The Year’: 

Village Hall 
13 September: Hazel Griffiths – ‘Fire and Ice’, Cruising to Greenland & Iceland: 

Village Hall 
11 October: Densems Wine Tasting: Village Hall 
8 November: AGM & Social Evening: Village Hall 
13 December: TBA: Christmas Lunch: TBC 

COME AND JOIN UTKINTON WI, THE MORE, THE MERRIER 
To join contact Liz Hannath (liz@jsbentley.co.uk) or simply turn up 
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Welcome to the 2nd issue of ‘The Courier’ 
We would love to get your reactions to the first issue and would greatly 
appreciate your comments by email, letter, phone call, pigeon post or 
whatever means you choose.  This is your newsletter and we would love you 
to contribute. 

The picture on the front cover is by a local artist, Rae York, and was part of a 
degree dissertation paper.  She kindly donated it to the WI and it hangs in 
Utkinton Village Hall. It is worth a look. 

Did You Know? 

That Utkinton wasn’t formed as a Civil Parish until 1866 and subsequently 
included the hamlets of Cotebrook (partly in Rushton until 1936), Fishers 
Green, High Billinge, Hollins Hill, Heath Green, Quarrybank and Rowley 
Bank. 
The population was 458 in 1801, 500 in 1851, 463 in 1901, 507 in 1951, and 
651 in 2001 and at the 2011 Census showed 710 residents in around 312 
houses. 

Frank Tunney 
Editor – utkintonpc@gmail.com 

 

The Parish Council is seeking a further Councillor to join the eight 
already in place – would you be prepared to give up one evening a 

month to help manage the affairs of the Parish? 

If so please contact the Clerk on 
utkintonandcotebrookclerk@gmail.com 

 

 

 Wine and Cheese at Cotebrook Village Hall 

On Friday, 3rd February 30 people gathered at Cotebrook Village Hall for a 
wine tasting and cheese supper. The wines were presented by Silver Fox 
Wines and consisted of wines from various "hand crafted" vineyards 
including Portugal and New Zealand. They were accompanied by a light-
hearted but very informative talk about each region and the wine.  Supper 
was a selection of cheese, biscuits and pate.  There was an opportunity for a 
question and answer session at the end of the evening and people attending 
were able to purchase any wines they liked.  Over £300 was raised for 
Village Hall funds. 

 

  

Cotebrook and Utkinton Village Halls: 
We are very lucky to have two halls available for hire in the Parish, suitable 
for private events large or small and groups of up 70. To book Utkinton 
please phone 01829 733701 or complete the Letting Agreement on the 
website and for Cotebrook Tel: 01829 760213 or e-mail 
(judithmjones@hotmail.com) 

Multi sport Court: Family Open afternoon at Utkinton Sports Facility 
There will be an open day at the Village Hall on Saturday April 8th between 
2pm - 5pm. Come along and join us at the court area for an afternoon of fun 
and games. 
• There will be a netball shooting competition, a beat the goalie competition 

(using a soft ball), family games and some fun tennis - no 
unaccompanied children under the age of 12 

• From 5pm we will arrange adult tennis for anyone interested. 
• Come and join us and see what a great sports facility we have in Utkinton. 
• Light refreshments will be available 

Multi sport court with facilities available for: tennis, netball / basketball and 
five-a-side goals for football.  To join please contact judi@jjennings.plus.com 

Other regular Utkinton groups worth checking out:  - Toning and Yoga 
(Monday), Fitness and Pilates (Tuesday), Pilates (Wednesday and 
Thursday), Toddler Group and Line Dancing (Friday) and NIA Dance 
(Saturday) – contact details on the website. 

Cotebrook Pre-School Tracy Chorlton (01829 760551) or Samantha Edge 
(01829 760984) 
8.45am – 3.15pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
8.45am – 12.15pm Friday 
South Cheshire Ballet and Theatre School Clare Kyle on 07958477386 / 
claremoult1@gmail.com 
Wednesday 4.00pm Ballet 2½ - 4 years old 
 4.45pm Ballet 4 – 5 years old 
 5.30pm Ballet 6 – 7 years old 
 6.15pm Ballet 7 – 9 years old 
Thursday 4.00pm Musical Theatre 5 – 8 years old 
 4.45pm Street Jazz 5 – 8 years old 
 5.30pm Musical Theatre 9 years upwards 
 6.15pm Street Jazz 9 years upwards 
Radio Club  Wednesday, 7.30pm 
Orchestra Thursday, 8.00pm 
Zumba Gold Contact: Maritza Taylor on 07501373426 
Friday, 12.45pm – 1.45pm 
  

STOP PRESS: Just announced - Utkinton Garden Fete 
to be held at Tirley Garth on Saturday 1st July
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WHAT IS NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING? 
 

The small group leading the Neighbourhood Plan has submitted its first 
Grant Application to ‘MyLocality’ (the department set up by the 
Government’s Department for Community and Local Government – DCLG) 
and we are pleased to announce that the first grant has been approved.  
This means that the team can proceed with the publication and circulation of 
a flyer, return postcard and setting up some public meetings to discuss the 
way forward and to start Neighbourhood Planning in earnest. 

The flyer and postcard should drop onto your doormat in the next week or so 
and it would be appreciated if you could complete the postcard to tell us if 
you are willing to volunteer to join the Steering Group and also which of the 
public meetings you might like to attend. It is free to post, but please do so 
by the end of April so that we can arrange public meetings. 

These meetings are proposed for the end of May this year to give the team 
time (no, not the ‘Time Team’!) to prepare the ground so that you can get the 
most out and hopefully put something in to the Neighbourhood Plan – after 
all, this will be YOUR plan so why not have YOUR say? 

If you are willing to put your name forward for the Steering Committee then 
you can do so by postcard, at the meetings or please get in touch: 

Ian Priestner 01829 752009 – ianpriestner@hotmail.com 
Tony Dahill 01829 733701 - anthony.dahill@btinternet.com 

 

St John and the Holy Cross – Cotebrook 
St John’s holds a service once a month - the first Sunday at 11:15am so our 
next services are on 2nd April and Easter Day April 16th. 
You are very welcome to join us for any service. 

Thanks to Peter and Katrina 
Copland for hosting a lovely 
Curry Lunch open to all and it 
raised much needed funds 
towards the upkeep of the 
church. 
The Church is holding an Open 
Garden and Afternoon Tea at 
High Billinge House, Quarry 
Bank on Sunday 25th June. All 

are welcome to enjoy the 
hospitality of Alastair and Henrietta Findlay on what we hope will be a sunny 
afternoon!  

Reverend Georgina Watmore 

Parish Council News. 
 

What a start to a new year! - We have played host to storms ‘Doris’ and 
‘Ewan’ and yet the harbingers of spring are all around us. Let us hope for a 
few warm months to charge our batteries. 
The Parish Council received a setback in January with the sudden 
resignation of our ‘new’ Clerk – well she had only been in post for 6-months 
so was still getting to know us. We advertised and got a small number of 
applicants and have appointed one of our parishioners – Meritxell 
Palazuelos-Vinas to the post and hope you will welcome her too!  You would 
be right if her name didn’t sound British, she is a Spanish native but settled 
in Utkinton with her family a few of years ago. Her contact details are on the 
back page so if you need to get in touch with the PC please email her. 
The issue of the Playing Field rumbles on and the Chair of the PC is in 
contact with a landowner in the village to see if we can secure another 
location – but more of that if it goes anywhere. We are also looking at how 
the Quarry Wood on Tirley Lane could be better used. 
In terms of Planning, the major issue remains ‘Northgate Field’ and it has 
been confirmed by CWaC Planning that the developer withdrew their outline 
application earlier in March. It was suggested that there was a likelihood of a 
revised application from the developer for a reduced number of houses – an 
indicative layout was on the CWaC website but, until we receive formal 
notification otherwise, the original application has been withdrawn. 
We have been told, off the record, that an application may be forthcoming for 
the old school in Cotebrook – we will let you know via the website if and 
when it arrives. And, also in Cotebrook, an extension is being examined for 
the Village Hall. 
On the footpath front we are continuing to discuss the options and have had 
a couple of proposals from residents about the options to make the roads 
safer are being discussed. 
In a similar vein, the ‘The Neighbourhood Plan’ moves on and we were 
informed that the initial grant has been approved. 

Frank Tunney – Chair of the Parish Council 
Are you connected? 

Broadband and mobile technology has changed so much of our lives and the 
parish and community has had a website for a number of years. But we took 
a decision to create a new site in February of 2016 thus far it has had almost 
16,000 ‘hits’ find us at www.utkintonandcotebrook.com  
The Facebook page can be reached by typing ‘Utkinton and Cotebrook 
Community Pages’ in your browser. 
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Utkinton St Paul’s Primary School 
Gareth Coyne – Deputy Head 

It has been a very busy term so far for St Paul’s, with numerous trips and 
events having already taken place. 

Learning outside of the classroom is a key part of what we offer at Utkinton - 
planning meaningful learning experiences that build on the topics children 
cover each term. These take place alongside our partner school, Huxley C.E. 
Primary, enabling both schools to share costs as well as allowing children to 
mix with others from outside their catchment. 

As part of their topic "Carnival of the Animals", the infants went to Chester 
Zoo for their experience. Whilst there, they explored the different habitats 
and found out about the plants and animals living there. They enjoyed a ride 

on the monorail, seeing many of 
the different animals and 
enclosures from a bird’s eye view. 

Highlights included: the jaguar, 
the Komodo dragon and even 
getting up close and personal 
with an orang-utan! They even 
had time for a quick visit to the 
shop, whilst the miserable 
weather certainly didn’t dampen 
spirits! 

Children in Year 3 and 4 visited Huxley for their Ancient Greek topic day and 
learnt about Sparta and Athens – the two ancient rivals. They had 
opportunity to learn about what life was like, before deciding which state they 
would rather be part of. As well as this, children created potted coins in the 
style of Ancient Greece and had opportunity to create scrolls, writing using a 
quill pen. They had an excellent time and the experience brought the topic to 
life, often challenging when learning about ancient civilisations. 

Year 5 and 6 children are about to go on a residential trip to York as this 
edition goes to press. This trip links in with their topic on World War 2. A full 
round up of this residential will be covered in the next ‘Courier’. 

From a sporting perspective, the pupils have continued to achieve great 
success. Recently Years 1 and 2 children won their handball competition at 
Tarporley High School. This completed a clean sweep, as the Years 3, 4 5 
and 6 children won their competitions earlier in the academic year. 

A combined Utkinton and Huxley football team recently beat Tushingham 
Primary School 12-0 in the Small Schools Football League! 

This followed a succession of very positive results that see us currently 2nd 
in the league, with three games left to play. 

As was shared with the local community over 12 months ago, our school is 
set to go through an exciting re-configuration – bringing our facilities up to 
date with those required to deliver a 21st century curriculum. 

After many months of paperwork, final tender documents have been sent out 
to the five chosen companies who expressed interest in carrying out the 
building work during the initial application stage. The deadline for returns is 
Friday March 17th, with a contract being awarded to the chosen company 
very soon after this. It is anticipated that work will then begin over/soon after 
the Easter period, with completion ready for September. 

Although this has been a much longer process than we initially imagined, the 
final plans and tender documents mean that the outcome will be exactly 
what we want – importantly with maximum cost effectiveness. More updates 
on the build schedule will follow in the next edition of the newsletter. 

As many of you will have been made aware, at the end of January our 
school featured on the front page 
of ‘The Chester Chronicle’ in 
relation to a story they were 
running on school funding cuts. 
This article was published without 
any communication with us and 
we would like to assure current 
and prospective parents that the 
figures published were inaccurate. 

They were published on a website 
set up by unions campaigning against the new funding formula and were not 
based on official information. 

It is acknowledged that all schools will face certain cuts when the new 
formula is introduced, meaning we will have to take great care in being 
efficient and effective in our use. However, after consultation with our budget 
officer, we are expecting no more than a minor cut if this formula is 
introduced. 

In fact, the formula has been devised to support smaller schools in providing 
fairer funding in comparison with inner-city areas. Obviously we were very 
disappointed with the publishing of the article as the contents were, and are, 
potentially damaging to the hard-earned reputation that the school has 
established over recent years. 

Anyone wishing to visit the school can do so by contacting the office on 
01829 732322. 
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Welcome to the 2nd issue of ‘The Courier’ 
We would love to get your reactions to the first issue and would greatly 
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The Parish Council is seeking a further Councillor to join the eight 
already in place – would you be prepared to give up one evening a 

month to help manage the affairs of the Parish? 

If so please contact the Clerk on 
utkintonandcotebrookclerk@gmail.com 

 

 

 Wine and Cheese at Cotebrook Village Hall 

On Friday, 3rd February 30 people gathered at Cotebrook Village Hall for a 
wine tasting and cheese supper. The wines were presented by Silver Fox 
Wines and consisted of wines from various "hand crafted" vineyards 
including Portugal and New Zealand. They were accompanied by a light-
hearted but very informative talk about each region and the wine.  Supper 
was a selection of cheese, biscuits and pate.  There was an opportunity for a 
question and answer session at the end of the evening and people attending 
were able to purchase any wines they liked.  Over £300 was raised for 
Village Hall funds. 

 

  

Cotebrook and Utkinton Village Halls: 
We are very lucky to have two halls available for hire in the Parish, suitable 
for private events large or small and groups of up 70. To book Utkinton 
please phone 01829 733701 or complete the Letting Agreement on the 
website and for Cotebrook Tel: 01829 760213 or e-mail 
(judithmjones@hotmail.com) 

Multi sport Court: Family Open afternoon at Utkinton Sports Facility 
There will be an open day at the Village Hall on Saturday April 8th between 
2pm - 5pm. Come along and join us at the court area for an afternoon of fun 
and games. 
• There will be a netball shooting competition, a beat the goalie competition 

(using a soft ball), family games and some fun tennis - no 
unaccompanied children under the age of 12 

• From 5pm we will arrange adult tennis for anyone interested. 
• Come and join us and see what a great sports facility we have in Utkinton. 
• Light refreshments will be available 

Multi sport court with facilities available for: tennis, netball / basketball and 
five-a-side goals for football.  To join please contact judi@jjennings.plus.com 

Other regular Utkinton groups worth checking out:  - Toning and Yoga 
(Monday), Fitness and Pilates (Tuesday), Pilates (Wednesday and 
Thursday), Toddler Group and Line Dancing (Friday) and NIA Dance 
(Saturday) – contact details on the website. 

Cotebrook Pre-School Tracy Chorlton (01829 760551) or Samantha Edge 
(01829 760984) 
8.45am – 3.15pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
8.45am – 12.15pm Friday 
South Cheshire Ballet and Theatre School Clare Kyle on 07958477386 / 
claremoult1@gmail.com 
Wednesday 4.00pm Ballet 2½ - 4 years old 
 4.45pm Ballet 4 – 5 years old 
 5.30pm Ballet 6 – 7 years old 
 6.15pm Ballet 7 – 9 years old 
Thursday 4.00pm Musical Theatre 5 – 8 years old 
 4.45pm Street Jazz 5 – 8 years old 
 5.30pm Musical Theatre 9 years upwards 
 6.15pm Street Jazz 9 years upwards 
Radio Club  Wednesday, 7.30pm 
Orchestra Thursday, 8.00pm 
Zumba Gold Contact: Maritza Taylor on 07501373426 
Friday, 12.45pm – 1.45pm 
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church. 
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Bank on Sunday 25th June. All 

are welcome to enjoy the 
hospitality of Alastair and Henrietta Findlay on what we hope will be a sunny 
afternoon!  

Reverend Georgina Watmore 

Parish Council News. 
 

What a start to a new year! - We have played host to storms ‘Doris’ and 
‘Ewan’ and yet the harbingers of spring are all around us. Let us hope for a 
few warm months to charge our batteries. 
The Parish Council received a setback in January with the sudden 
resignation of our ‘new’ Clerk – well she had only been in post for 6-months 
so was still getting to know us. We advertised and got a small number of 
applicants and have appointed one of our parishioners – Meritxell 
Palazuelos-Vinas to the post and hope you will welcome her too!  You would 
be right if her name didn’t sound British, she is a Spanish native but settled 
in Utkinton with her family a few of years ago. Her contact details are on the 
back page so if you need to get in touch with the PC please email her. 
The issue of the Playing Field rumbles on and the Chair of the PC is in 
contact with a landowner in the village to see if we can secure another 
location – but more of that if it goes anywhere. We are also looking at how 
the Quarry Wood on Tirley Lane could be better used. 
In terms of Planning, the major issue remains ‘Northgate Field’ and it has 
been confirmed by CWaC Planning that the developer withdrew their outline 
application earlier in March. It was suggested that there was a likelihood of a 
revised application from the developer for a reduced number of houses – an 
indicative layout was on the CWaC website but, until we receive formal 
notification otherwise, the original application has been withdrawn. 
We have been told, off the record, that an application may be forthcoming for 
the old school in Cotebrook – we will let you know via the website if and 
when it arrives. And, also in Cotebrook, an extension is being examined for 
the Village Hall. 
On the footpath front we are continuing to discuss the options and have had 
a couple of proposals from residents about the options to make the roads 
safer are being discussed. 
In a similar vein, the ‘The Neighbourhood Plan’ moves on and we were 
informed that the initial grant has been approved. 

Frank Tunney – Chair of the Parish Council 
Are you connected? 

Broadband and mobile technology has changed so much of our lives and the 
parish and community has had a website for a number of years. But we took 
a decision to create a new site in February of 2016 thus far it has had almost 
16,000 ‘hits’ find us at www.utkintonandcotebrook.com  
The Facebook page can be reached by typing ‘Utkinton and Cotebrook 
Community Pages’ in your browser. 
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Chutney and Cheer: Village Hall 
12 July: Garden Meeting: Dearnford Lake, Near Whitchurch (SY13 3JQ) 
9 August: Steve Halliwell - Greagarth Hall Gardens ‘A Journey Through The Year’: 

Village Hall 
13 September: Hazel Griffiths – ‘Fire and Ice’, Cruising to Greenland & Iceland: 

Village Hall 
11 October: Densems Wine Tasting: Village Hall 
8 November: AGM & Social Evening: Village Hall 
13 December: TBA: Christmas Lunch: TBC 

COME AND JOIN UTKINTON WI, THE MORE, THE MERRIER 
To join contact Liz Hannath (liz@jsbentley.co.uk) or simply turn up 
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