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Welcome to issue 3 of ‘The Courier’ 
We would love to get your reactions to the newsletter and would greatly 
appreciate your comments and contributions by email, letter, phone call, 
pigeon post or whatever means you choose.  This is your newsletter and we 
would love you to contribute. 
The pictures on the front cover shows the ‘Before’ and ‘After’ for one of our 
two ‘fingerposts’, Cheshire West and Chester donated the paint and an 
Utkinton resident, David Williams, painted them – what an excellent job he did 
too!  The next stage is for the posts to be transferred into the ownership of the 
Parish Council. 

Parish Council News 
Extract from the Chair’s Report – Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish Council – 2016/2017 

This brief report looks back at what the Parish Council has achieved. 
COMMUNICATING; We launched our new website and Facebook page 
early in 2016 and both achieving really good results. The Parish Council took a 
decision to revive a printed newsletter in the form of ‘The Courier’. 
On the Planning front, we have seen quite a few residents or developers 
looking to extend or build. The largest application was for Northgate Field 
where a developer was seeking to put up to 22 houses – the application was 
formally withdrawn in April of this year – and, this week, we received 
notification of a 6th application (from the same developer) for 12 houses with a 
cut-off of 19th June – so get your thinking caps on! 
The state of our roads has caused some concern – particularly John Street, 
Tirley Lane and Heaths Lane in Utkinton and Stable lane and Oulton Mill Lane 
in Cotebrook – CWaC have informed us that the upper parts of Heaths Lane 
will be resurfaced in May this year. Quarry Bank grabbed the ‘limelight’ in April 
when a ‘sinkhole’ developed and it had to be shut for around 4 weeks. And as 
we write we have another one developing. 
The Parish Council began investigating potential for a footpath from Rose 
Farm Shop to Heath Green before putting it to the village as a whole and we 
are investigating other measures as well.  
The Parish Council joined with the school and PTA to see if playground 
equipment (being offered free of charge by Bunbury PC) could be located on 
the School playing field … sadly the Diocese of Chester (who own the field) 
declined our requests.  
In August of 2016 the Parish Council decided to look at a ‘Neighbourhood 
Development Plan’ and a small group of residents have been working toward 
forming a steering group and beginning to pull a plan together.  Grant aid has 
been received and the team will be holding some public meetings in June to 
see what residents want to include, or exclude. 

Frank Tunney – Chair of the Parish Council 



Cotebrook Village Hall – “Bringing Our Community Together” 
The Cotebrook Village Hall AGM took place on 2nd May 2017 when around 35 
members of the community attended. The longstanding Trustee, Bill 
Spiegleberg introduced the newly appointed President of the Hall Bill Holroyd, 
who is a  ]local dignitary and successful businessman; he expressed his 
delight at being offered the role. He went on to say that he is keen to assist 
and offer guidance and resources to the committee as they consider an 
ambitious development and refurbishment plan for the hall that is anticipated 
to cost in the region of £200,000.  
Originally constructed in 1938, the building has passed through many phases 
and has hosted a number of clubs and events. Over the last 2 or 3 years, 
usage and activity within the hall has significantly increased the hall’s revenue. 
The Hall has a current committee of 14 supported by 3 Trustees. The next 
phase of development will improve the hall’s appearance as well as adding 
extra facilities for the benefit of all hirers and users 
The present committee have also actively promoted the hall for social events. 
These include a wine tasting, a quiz night, a cookery demonstration, 
Christmas fair, live music etc. The hall is also supported by local businesses 
that have held fund raising events or provided significant funding for 
improvements. These include the Fox & Barrel, Cheshire Shire Horse Centre 
and Caran D’Ache of Tarporley. As well as promoting the hall these events are 
aimed at raising funds for the required improvement works. 
The committee were pleased to have 3 young and local individuals join at the 
AGM. We are sure that they will offer good ideas and particularly enthusiasm 
as we try to once again place the Hall at the centre of the community and 
make it the place to meet and get to know your fellow neighbours. 
We have planned a number of events for the summer and into the autumn and 
would love it if you could join us, as we would love to meet you. 
The next Cotebrook events are; 
Garden Open Day - Oulton Park House, Little Budworth CW6 9BL 2pm -
5.30pm Sun 11th June. 
Join us for a family afternoon with Childrens’ Fancy Dress, Tombola stall, 
Plant stall, Teas and cakes all set in the grounds of relaxed private gardens 
however, No dogs please! Entry is £5 in support of Cotebrook Village Hall. 
Buy tickets on the day or book via the details below. 
Cotebrook Shire Horse Centre & Countryside Park Evening Opening. 
6.30 - 8.30 pm Fri 30th June 
Join us for a glass of wine and discounted entry to this local prestigious 
amenity. Wander round with the kids to see the horses and animals watch a 
special horse dressing presentation together with meeting other local residents 
in convivial surroundings as well as a Tombola stall. 



Entry tickets: Under 4 yrs old free; 4 -12 yrs £3; over 12  £5. All proceeds for 
the support of the village hall. 
Booking for both events preferred via Judith Jones (01829 760513 or 07711 
2435321) or Nicole James (01829 760762 or 07724 189706). 
If you wish to be included on our e-mail list to be notified of future events or 
you wish to consider joining and strengthening our committee then please 
email Nick Parker nickalexandrauk@gmail.com    
Cotebrook Pre-School Tracy Chorlton (01829 760551) 
                                       Samantha Edge (01829 760984) 
 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 8.45am – 3.15pm 
 Friday                     8.45am – 12.15pm  
South Cheshire Ballet and Theatre School 
Contact: Clare Kyle on 07958 477386 / claremoult1@gmail.com 
                         Wednesday 4.00pm Ballet 2½ - 4 years old 
                                    4.45pm Ballet 4 – 5 years old 
                                       5.30pm Ballet 6 – 7 years old 
                           6.15pm Ballet 7 – 9 years old 
                            Thursday 4.00pm Musical Theatre 5 – 8 years 
                                     4.45pm Street Jazz 5 – 8 years 
                                                 5.30pm Musical Theatre 9 years + 
                                   6.15pm Street Jazz 9 years + 
Radio Club Wednesday          7.30pm 
Orchestra Thursday                    8.00pm 
Zumba Gold Contact: Maritza Taylor on 07501 373426 

             Friday                        12.45pm – 1.45pm 

Utkinton St Paul’s Primary School                  Gaz Coyne, Deputy Head 
A lot has happened at Utkinton St Paul’s Primary School since the last edition, 
with trips and sporting competitions, and the arrival of a new school pet! 
Year 5 and 6 children enjoyed a 3-day residential trip to York in March as part 

of their topic on World War 2. It involved 
a visit to Elvington Air Museum, where 
they had opportunity to learn about life 
at an airfield in the war and view some of 
the wartime planes. Being based at the 
York Youth Hostel allowed us to explore 
the city itself. We visited York Minster, 
before a walk through The Shambles. 

The second day saw a visit to Eden Camp, a former Prisoner of War camp, 
where children learnt about the history of the camp during the war. Finally we 
visited the National Railway Museum, where children learnt about the history 
of this form of transport, enjoyed a ride in a simulator, followed by a tour of 



trains from across the ages. Their behaviour was excellent throughout and 
represented the school fantastically.  
Our joint Utkinton and Huxley, Years 5 and 6 football team attended the 
Champions Cup Tournament at Liverpool FC Academy, near Kirkby, earlier this 
month. Qualifying for this after finishing close runners-up in the Chester and 
District Small Schools Tournament. 
Competition involved us being paired in 
a group with other schools all of whom 
were much larger than ourselves and 
who had also finished in the top two of 
their leagues. An outstanding level of 
effort and commitment meant that we 
won 1, drew 2 and lost 1 of our games, 
missing out on a semi-final place by just one goal. This was a fabulous effort 
and the experience will be one the children remember for many. We look 
forward to seeing how the boys perform in the ‘Mark Williamson Tournament’ 
at Tirley Garth, in July. 
Junior children have been competing at Tarporley High School in a series of 
cross-country competitions over recent weeks. The effort and attitude of all 
has been outstanding and a real improvement on recent events. Several 
children finished in the top 10 of their races, whilst many also achieved a 
‘personal best’. Special mention goes to three medallists from the 
competitions; Ava Hardstaff, Miles Henry and Evie Jones, who finished in the 
top three of their races. These were the first medals we have won at a cross-
country competition for some time. A focus in the ‘Daily Mile’ at the moment is 
‘intensity’ and the early signs are that it is having a positive impact. 
A new pet has arrived in school this term as children in Years 3 and 4 have 
been joined by ‘Lizzie’ the Bearded Dragon! Lizzie is a permanent member of 
the class and the children have already enjoyed taking on the responsibility of 
caring for her. It is certainly safe to say that she has had no shortage of 
attention since her arrival! 
We are currently recruiting an admin apprentice to start in September, as Miss 
Ford’s apprenticeship is coming to completion in the school office. Working 
across both Utkinton and Huxley Primary Schools, the apprentice will be given 
opportunity to learn alongside our admin staff and experience all of the 
aspects that go into the day to day running of the school. Anyone who knows 
of someone who would be interested in the role should guide them to apply 
through the government apprenticeship website. 
Closing date for applications is May 31st 2017. Anyone wishing to visit the 
school can do so by contacting the school office on 01829 732322. 

 



Utkinton Garden Fete Richard Francis 
This year’s Garden Fete will take place in the magnificent gardens of Tirley 
Garth on Saturday 1st July by the kind permission of Professor and Mrs 
Redmond. Utkinton St Paul’s C of E Primary School, the PTA, WI and Village 
Hall Committee support the Fete. 
It is planned to start the day with the football tournament at around 12:30 pm, 
the tournament is contested between teams from local primary schools.  They 
compete for the ‘Mark Williamson Trophy’ presented to the winners at 4:30 pm. 
The highlight of the day is the procession and crowning of the ‘Rose Queen’ 

that takes place at 2:45 pm.  This is 
a traditional ceremony that dates 
back over 60 years and will bring a 
tear and gasp of admiration from all 
watchers. 
There will be musical entertainment 
provided by the ‘Crewe Concert 
Band’ during the afternoon. There 
will also be childrens’ games and a 

number of interesting stalls.  Utkinton 
WI will provide delicious afternoon teas.  
We will also host a Grand Raffle with a fantastic range of prizes on offer with 
the draw taking place at 4:45 pm with lucky tickets being drawn out by the 
‘Rose Queen’ herself.  Raffle tickets will be on sale the Saturday before (24th 
June) outside Rose Farm Shop. 
The fete committee desperately need volunteers to help on stalls and help with 
car parking. Please contact Richard Francis on 01829752551 or 07811418150 
if you can help in any way at the fete. It's great fun. 
We also need donations of bottles and gifts and toys and books and cakes. 
These can be left at Rose Farm Shop on the 24th of June when we will be 
selling raffle tickets or left at Utkinton school or collected by Richard Francis. 
 
Are you connected? 
Broadband and mobile technology has 
changed so much of our lives but we took a 
decision to create a new site and Facebook 
page in February of 2016 thus far it has had 
almost 18,500 ‘hits’.  
Find us at www.utkintonandcotebrook.com 
and Utkinton	and	Cotebrook	Community	Pages	
at	Facebook	

 
 



NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING UPDATE 
 
The small group leading the Neighbourhood Plan has submitted its first grant 
application to ‘MyLocality’  (the department set up by the Government’s 
Department for Community and Local Government – DCLG) and we are 
pleased to announce that the first grant has been approved.  We had quite a 
good response to the Postcard for both the Steering Group and possible 
Public Meetings.  Due to the General Election we have decided to postpone 
them till later in June – watch the UCPC Website and Facebook for details. 
If you are willing to put your name forward for the Steering Committee then 
you can still do so by postcard (we know it says 30th April [it is free] but events 
have overtaken us), at the meetings or please get in touch: 

Chair - Ian Priestner 01829 752009 – ianpriestner@hotmail.com  
Steering Group - Tony Dahill 01829 733701 – anthonydahill@btinternet.com  

 
St John and the Holy Cross, Cotebrook - Reverend Georgina Watmore 
St John’s holds a service once a month - the first Sunday at 11:15am so our 
next service is on 4th June. You are very welcome to join us for any service. 
The Church is holding an Open Garden and Afternoon Tea at High Billinge 
House, Quarry Bank on Sunday 25th June. All are welcome to enjoy the 
hospitality of Alastair and Henrietta Findlay on what we hope will be a sunny 
afternoon!  

Utkinton Village Hall 
The hall is, available for hire for private events large or small groups of up 70. 
To book please phone 01829 733701 or email Kath Dahill on 
kathryndahill@icloud.com   
Multi sport Court: Family Open afternoon at Utkinton 
The weather was really kind to us on April 8th for an open afternoon at the 
multi sports facility. During the afternoon there was tennis activity for the 
younger children, netball shooting and a netball and basketball game.  
Fantastic refreshments were served by the WI and very much needed after all 
the running around! 
Membership - The court operates on a family membership basis that ensures 
there is income to maintain the court area. Membership details are available 
on the UCPC website. The court area is open to all and we would love to see 
more families making use of this great facility. 
Facilities - Following the open afternoon people were asked their views on 
what they would like to see provided at the court area. A basketball hoop has 
now been purchased and is available for anyone to use, as are the netball 
rings and of course the tennis court. 



Tennis Coaching - This summer we have secured the services of a tennis 
coach who is able to run sessions from June until mid September. Any level 
and junior and adult can be catered for. If you would like to book a coaching 
sessions please contact Luke Jennings (luke-jennings@hotmail.com) directly 
who can discuss prices and sessions with you. 
Luke is also a cardio tennis instructor. Cardio tennis is a fun, sociable group 
fitness class set on a tennis court and open to people of all ages and abilities 
and supported by music and Luke is looking to set up some "cardio tennis" 
sessions as well. If you would be interested cardio tennis please contact Luke 
directly. Initially Luke will look to set up sessions for adults but if there is 
enough interest junior sessions can also be arranged. Further information for 
this will be posted on the UCPC website 
To join please contact judi@jjennings.plus.com  
Other regular Utkinton groups worth checking out: Toning and Yoga 
(Monday), Fitness and Pilates (Tuesday), Pilates (Wednesday and 
Thursday), Toddler Group and Line Dancing (Friday) and NIA Dance 
(Saturday) – contact details and times on the UCPC website. 
 

Parish Council dates for 2017: starting at 
7:30 pm (incl. a 15 min public session). 

The Parish Council 
Francis Tunney (Chair) 07860 917446 

13th June Cotebrook  Graham Stewart (Vice Chair) 01829 733216 
11th July Utkinton Trudy Boyle 07545 554780 
12th September Cotebrook Andrew Needham 01829 732444 
10th October Utkinton Ian Priestner 01829 752009 
14th November  Cotebrook Nick Parker 07850 930095 
12th December  Utkinton (7:00 pm) Roger Barnes 07861 312534 
  Tony Burford 01829 732836 
  Anna Harvey 07772 323409 
Our Parish Clerk, Meritxell Palazuelos-Vinas can be contacted at utkintonandcotebrookclerk@gmail.com  
 

Utkinton WI – Programme of Events: 
Members of Utkinton Womens Institute would like to welcome you to meetings 
held at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall unless stated otherwise. They also have a 
page on the website at https://utkintonandcotebrook.com/utkinton/utkinton-wi/  
 

14 June:           Chutney and jam demonstration with samples to buy 
12 July:            Garden Meeting - Dearnford Lake, Nr Whitchurch SY13 3JQ 
  9 August:       Steve Halliwell - Greagarth Hall Gardens ‘A Journey Through The Year’ 
13 September: Hazel Griffiths – ‘Fire and Ice’, Cruising to Greenland & Iceland 
11 October:      Densems Wine Tasting 
  8 November:  AGM & Social Evening 
13 December:  Christmas Lunch: TBC 

COME AND JOIN UTKINTON WI, THE MORE, THE MERRIER 
To join contact Liz Hannath (liz@jsbentley.co.uk) or simply turn up 


