Members of Tarporley Rotary Club, presenting a cheque to Graham Stewart and
Frank Tunney of Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish Council toward the
‘War Memorial Preservation Fund’
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Welcome to the Easter 2018 issue of The Courier
Our cover picture this issue is a reminder, if any were needed, of the significance of
2018 – being 100 years since the cessation of hostilities in 1918.
This month we are featuring the decision by the Parish Council to preserve the
memorial (or Shrine as it has become known) to as close as it could be to its original
condition. That the cover picture includes a cross is symbolic of the Easter
commemorations and it helps to focus minds on what has gone before.
‘Tarporley Remembers’ is a series of themed events in and around the ward to
remember those who passed in WW1 and to honour their memory.
Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish lost seven brave souls to the carnage that was known
as ‘the war to end all wars’ or ‘The Great War’ and the Parish Council is seeking to
raise funds to restore the memorial and has, at the time of writing raised some £805,
around a quarter of the total cost. We are currently going through the process of
selecting a contractor to undertake this work and elsewhere in this newsletter you
will find the different ways in which you can help.
Thanks: To Eveleigh Moore-Dutton who has kindly helped to fund our ongoing
communications, and this issue of ‘the Courier’, has been generously supported by
our local Ward Councillor through her members’ budget.
Parish Council ‘news’ - The winter months have been quite eventful and the recent
bout of snow and ice has proven difficult for some residents. Potholes are beginning
to surface (if you will forgive the bad pun) and the council reports those that it knows
about, to CWaC but you can do your bit too – by reporting them at the CWaC
website, here is the link:
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/contact-us/report-it/roadfaults.aspx ) or on the ‘SMYLE’ web-page - http://smyleforcheshirewest.co.uk/help
where you can report all manner of faults from potholes to litter, hedgerows to signs
and much more.

On the planning front: a number of applications have been brought forward:
•

•

•
•

‘Hot off the press’ is an application by Rose Farm to change the use of its
large animal barn into storage and offices etc. The link is on our website at
https://utkintonandcotebrook.com/planning-applications/ and they have
applied to redevelop parts of the site to bring more amenities to the parish
and, in particular, Utkinton
‘Melgarth’ on John Street, was withdrawn and put up for sale – there are,
however, potential issues with ‘Japanese Knotweed’ and the PC is trying to find
how this can be combatted.
The proposed farm worker’s dwelling on Hollins Hill is awaiting a decision
A resident on Quarry Bank has asked CWaC if some lower branches on the
trees covered by Tree Preservation Orders can be lopped

We will post any new or updated applications on the website here;
https://utkintonandcotebrook.com/planning-applications/

St. John and the Holy Cross, Cotebrook
As you can see from the photo below, our popular Candlelit Lessons and Carols service
the week before Christmas saw the church full as we sang and celebrated the Christmas
Story. We have also held a very successful lunch and bridge afternoon to raise much
needed funds to keep the church running and later, on the afternoon of July 8th, will be
hosting a family friendly dog show – more details to follow.
We continue this year with our regular services every first Sunday of the month at
11:15am our service on Easter Day falling on 1st April. Later in the year, on September
16th, we will be holding a Parish Confirmation service where those who have been
baptised can confirm their faith. There is also the opportunity for those who have never
been baptised to be both baptised and confirmed. Confirmation isn’t about fully
understanding God (we cannot), or having all the answers (we never will) it is an
opportunity to show a
willingness to receive God’s
love in our lives and
traditionally it prepared a
person to receive Holy
Communion. There is no age
limit and we offer to prepare
and confirm those in Year 5
and above. At our last
confirmation service the ages
of those involved ranged
from 10 to 79. So, if you are
interested, or would like to know more, please get in touch with me.
We would love to hear from you, would love to welcome you at our services, and are
here to help if we can

With every blessing

Rev’d Georgina Watmore revgeorgina@me.com 01829 723491

"On the Street Where You Live" (apologies to Lerner and Lowe).
In response to the National campaign to ‘be kind to your roads’, Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish
Council wishes to launch its ‘Adopt A Pothole ‘ scheme. Our roads are not unusual, but they are
neglected, worn out and due for a holiday and we’d like to ask for your help.
It would be good if you could get together with your neighbours and each identify a specific
pothole that you would wish to ‘save’ – we’re not asking you to mark them with paint, or
anything but just to report them on Cheshire West and Chester’s web page (if you click on their
home page ‘Report a Pothole’ will be there, click on that and the rest is, as they say, history). It
is dead easy and whilst we’d like to be able to promise you a picture, an adoption certificate,
letter or even the ubiquitous ‘cuddly toy’ – we can’t. And it isn’t just a ‘one off thing’ perhaps
you could swap with your neighbours and report their pothole(s).
Its only by residents making a fuss that anything will get done – we at the Parish council write
almost every month but there are just too many for us to cope with.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING UPDATE
Steering Group Members:
• Ian Priestner – our Parish Councillor who has overall responsibility on behalf of
the Council 01829 752009 – ianpriestner@hotmail.com
• Tony Dahill (Chair) 01829 733701 –anthonydahill@btinternet.com
• Carol Weaver
• Graham Spencer
• Vicki Ratchford
• Marian Atkinson
CCA Housing Needs Survey:
The final survey count is 143 out of 327, - a 44% response rate – an outstanding result and officially
the highest response rate achieved by any of CCA’s housing needs surveys.
•
6 respondents have expressed a need to move within the parish and within the next 5 years.
Reasons given for needing to move include:
Downsizing (3)

Garden too big to manage (1)

Needing to be closer to facilities (e.g. shops) (1)

Needing to be closer to family (1)

Wanting to buy (from renting) (1)

Health / mobility problems (2)

CCA have also attached the latest population estimates from CWaC for information, as this will form
part of the wider strategic assessment of demographic data.
2015 mid year estimates of population
Age
0-14

Male

Key statistics

Female

Total

2011 Census:

75

61

136

Population

706

216

207

423

Households

296

65+

86

106

192

Dwellings

310

Total

377

374

751

2001 Census:

15 - 64

Population

651

Households

274

Dwellings

288

The NDP Steering Group is also waiting for the detailed results from a Cheshire
Wildlife Trust (Environmental and Habitat) study.
However, if you have anything you would like to add, or get involved, please contact
either Tony or Ian – your help would be greatly appreciated
Please help the Steering Group and the Parish Council to create a worthwhile
template for our future and contact any of the Steering Group Members if you would
like to contribute.

St Paul’s CofE Primary School

Gaz Coyne, Deputy Head

As ever, it has been a busy few months for Utkinton St Paul’s Primary School with a
number of trips and residential visits as well as the commencement of the £450,000
school building project.
In early February, children in
Years 3 and 4 joined up with their
partner class from Huxley for an
exciting three day residential visit
to York, where they took part in a
tour of the impressive York
Minster, an evening walk around
York City Centre and a range of
Viking themed events: Jorvik
Viking Centre, DIG, the Viking
Festival and a workshop at York
Castle Museum. We were
impressed by the children’s
behaviour and also their resilience and willingness to take part in new experiences and
how well they have got on with each other.
On a very chilly Monday at the end of February, Years 5 and 6 visited Chester Zoo as part
of their learning around the topic of rainforests, alongside our partners from Huxley
Primary School. Although not particularly tropical conditions, children were able to view
and learn about lots of the animals that live within the rainforest. Additionally, they took
part in a rainforest workshop, led by the zoo, which allowed them to learn about the
importance of protecting the rainforests from deforestation.
Our Infants enjoyed a visit to Manchester
Airport Runway Visitor Park at the
beginning of March as part of their
learning on the topic of transport. During
their visit, they climbed on board a DC10
for a workshop about airport related jobs,
became pilots and spent time on the
viewing mounds, watching the planes
taking off and landing. They even had a
sneaky look at Concorde. All behaved so
well that our Tour Guide said they were a
class to be proud of!
Since the last edition of ‘The Courier’ the school building works have commenced as part
of a £450,000 project to improve our facilities and bring them in-line with those of a 21st
Century school. Currently the project is coming to the end of its first phase, which
involves the construction and handing over of a new office area and classroom to the
rear of the building. It is hoped that this phase will be completed just after Easter.

Following this, work will begin on the internal process of constructing our new reception
classroom, which will eventually release the space for us to have our very own school
hall. We have worked hard to minimise disruption for local residents for what is a
complex project, particularly in nature of the site, and we appreciate everyone’s
understanding. It is hoped that the project will be completed by the beginning of May.
Anyone wishing to visit us can do so by contacting the school office on 01829 732322.

Getting the ‘Courier’ online …
We have had a number of requests to consider an online version of our newsletter. This
is a difficult choice because we know that quite a few residents don’t have good enough,
or, in some cases any, access to the Internet. However, we will be trialing an online
version of the Christmas 2017 issue on our web-page and you can access it here
https://utkintonandcotebrook.com/the-courier/ . We would love to get your reactions.
The ‘Courier’ doesn’t take advertising believing that you are bombarded by companies
anxious to get a hold of your
money, so we have,
consciously, kept it as a free
information newsletter. The
costs of producing the
‘Courier’, whilst is small at
around £2.50 per household
each year, if we were able to
produce it as an online issue
this would reduce
significantly to around 15p
We are also able to email a
copy and, if you would like us
to do so then we need you to email us at utkintonpc@gmail.com using the subject
‘Subscribe’ and we will do the rest. Please don’t think we will bombard you with ‘spam’,
we are very conscious of privacy too and no one else will get to see your email address.
We’ve already got around 120 subscribers and send information about community
events and important issues to them.
Are you connected?
Broadband and mobile technology has changed so much of our lives but we took a
decision to create a new site and Facebook page in February of 2016 thus far it has had
over 31,000 page ‘hits’ representing an average daily visitor profile of around 41 per day
of whom almost 60% are first time visitors.
The most visited page is our ‘landing page’ where visitors can find details of local events
across the Parish. So, if you have an event that is open to the public, please get in touch
and we will try to publicise it for you.
Find us at www.utkintonandcotebrook.com and on Facebook at ‘Utkinton and Cotebrook
Community Pages’.

Utkinton WI and Programme of Events:
Utkinton WI would like to welcome you to their meetings in the Village Hall, John Street. They are
held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. Notices are displayed in the Village Hall, Rose Farm, and
shown below and in the ‘Courier’ Shop and in this very newsletter.
COME AND JOIN UTKINTON WI, THE MORE, THE MERRIER

Contact Margaret Bowers 01829 732349, or Liz Hannath 01829 733778
or simply check the webpage at;
https://utkintonandcotebrook.com/utkinton/utkinton-wi/
Utkinton Village Hall groups worth checking out – contacts and details and times are
also on the website.
• Monday: Toning (09:15 – 077134 007102) and Yoga (19:00 – 01829 733426),
• Tuesday: Fitness (09:15 – 07713 007102) and NIA Dance (19:00 - 07931 455481),
• Wednesday: Pilates (09:30 – 01829 262699)
• Thursday: Pilates (09:30 – 01829 751661) and Fitness (19:30 – 01829 733651)
· Friday: Toddler Group (09:30), Yoga (13:30) and Line Dancing (20:00)
• Saturday: NIA Dance (10:30 – 07931 455481)
Cotebrook Pre-School Tracy Chorlton (01829 760551) Samantha Edge (01829 760984)
Monday – Thursday (8.45am – 3.15pm) and Friday (8.45am – 12.15pm)
South Cheshire Ballet and Theatre School
Contact: Clare Kyle (07958 477386 / claremoult1@gmail.com)
Wednesday
4.00pm Ballet
(2½ - 4 years old)
4.45pm Ballet
(4 – 5 years old)
5.30pm Ballet
(6 – 7 years old)
6.15pm Ballet
(7 – 9 years old)
Thursday
4.00pm Musical Theatre (5 – 8 years)
4.45pm Street Jazz
(5 – 8 years)
5.30pm Musical Theatre (9 years +)
6.15pm Street Jazz
(9 years +)
Radio Club
Wednesday
7.30pm
Orchestra
Thursday
8.00pm
Zumba Gold
Contact: Maritza Taylor (07501 373426)
Friday
12.45pm – 1.45pm
Forest School
We have been fortunate to obtain a grant from ‘Cheshire Wildlife Trust’ to develop the quarry on
Tirley Lane in Utkinton into a ‘Forest School’, primarily for the benefit of children at the school but for
all within the parish too. The aim is to clear the area, make the marl pit safe and secure and to
provide a seating area where children, teachers and parents can sit and enjoy the flora and fauna.
Councillor Jason Hughes is leading the project and he would like to hear from you if you are able to
assist in the creation of this great project.
His contact details are: Jason Hughes, 07384 437565 or jason.hughes1903@sky.com

UTKINTON WAR MEMORIAL.
This project, begun by Graham Stewart is gradually gaining momentum – the Parish Council took a
st
decision to try and preserve what is there (it is 100 years old on the 1 September 2018) and to
ensure that the names can be clearly read for many years to come.
The Parish Council has discussed the project with three stone masons and has narrowed it down to
two candidates and, at the March Parish Council meeting, took a decision to go with ‘Finesse stone
Masons’, who will clean the existing stone and sharpen all the text. We hope to have it finished by late
Summer in time for the commemorations. We started raising funds towards this in November 2017
and, thus far, have had some generous donations from individuals as well as ‘Tarporley Rotary Club’.
If you would like to donate it can be done very easily – either by cheque made payable to Utkinton
and Cotebrook Parish Council (please make sure we know that it is for the War memorial), sending it
to our Parish Clerk c/o 7 The Crescent, Utkinton.
https://utkintonandcotebrook.com/utkinton-war-memorial-supporters/
Your reference should be (your surname followed by UtkintonWM)
Hopefully we will be able to raise sufficient without recourse to the Parish Council budget and thank
you in advance.
We will be circulating details of any Remembrance Service, closer to the date but hope to be able to
see you all there by our memorial to give thanks and remember.

A Pictorial History of the Sandstone Ridge
The Sandstone Ridge Trust would like people’s help to
compile a pictorial history.
The Sandstone Ridge is one of Cheshire’s most distinctive
landscapes, covering 230 sq kms (88 sq miles) of rolling hills
and escarpments that stretch from Frodsham and Helsby in
the north, through Delamere, Tarporley, Beeston,
Peckforton and Bickerton, to Malpas in the south. This is
rural Cheshire at its finest, linked by the Sandstone Trail.
The Ridge has a long and rich history, that ranges from prehistoric landscapes through the Roman, Saxon and
Medieval periods to the present day. Its appearance has
been shaped by centuries of farming, forestry and use of
natural resources, including water sources like ancient
springs and wells, as well as sandstone, sand and gravel, copper, marl and other minerals.
Old photographs and postcards can provide a revealing snapshot into how people have
interacted with the landscape over the decades and centuries. By comparing them with
present day views it becomes possible to understand how the countryside, villages and
buildings in the area have changed over time.
The Trust would like to hear from anyone who has old photographs and postcards of the
Sandstone Ridge area. These can be either in their original (photograph/postcard), or
scanned (digital) forms. If enough images can be found, it is hoped that they could be
published in a small book for everyone’s enjoyment.
You can contact the Trust by emailing info@sandstoneridge.org.uk.

UTKINTON VILLAGE CLUB DRAW - What is it? A monthly draw where you can win a
cash prize, and its only £20 membership fee per year. The cash prize will be 50% of
the membership subscriptions and the Village Hall gets 50% of all subscriptions.
Subject to numbers of members, there will be one winner each month. Contact
Richard Francis on 01829 752551 for details.
The winners for each monthly draw between November and February were; Elaine
Attwater, Ann Pownall, Susan Foster-Smith and Judi Jennings – congratulations to all
of them. And thanks for your continued contributions; the next draw will be at the
end of March and then monthly till the end of June when membership is renewed.
You could be a winner too if you joined.
The balance of funds is used to help run the Village Hall.
Advanced notice of the Village Hall AGM either 25th of April or the 23rd or 30th May
in the hall starting at 7pm and open to the public. Will be posted on website.
The Hall Committee is keen to attract new committee members – please contact
Graham Stewart 01829 733216 or email: gwb.stewart@btinternet.com
Utkinton Garden Fete 2018 – Every year this gets better and better and is scheduled
to take place on Saturday 30th June from 2pm at the magnificent Tirley Garth
Gardens. WE are planning to have the Crowning of the Rose Queen at 2:45 pm,
footballs tournament, Crewe Concert Band, delicious refreshments, childrens’ games
and additional stalls plus a Grand Raffle - please come along and support this
wonderful village event.
Village Hall Booking System - For the immediate future bookings may be made via
the Treasurer (Graham Stewart - 01829 733216) or the Secretary (Frank Tunney 07860 917446). A new letting agreement is available on the Parish Website.
Unfortunately inflation has caught up with the Hall Committee and they have had to
increase letting charges to £7.00 per hour for regular groups and from an hourly
charge for parties to one for the whole session of £20.00 for up to three hours.
Multi sport Court - Sue Patten took over responsibility for membership and they will
be coming due soon – so get in touch on 07759 484073 – then your whole family can
take advantage of this smashing resource in the heart of the Village
Membership - The court operates on a family membership basis that ensures there is
income to maintain the court area and membership details are available on the UCPC
website. We would love to see more families join and make use of this great facility.
Quite apart from the effort to replace locks, we would ask that anyone using the
court ensure that the combination is kept within their membership or their guests
and not made available on general circulation. It only costs a small amount £0.48 per
week the equivalent of £25 a year for family membership and while there are some
simple rules it is there for the community to enjoy. Get in touch with Sue on
m.spatten@talktalk.net or 07759 484073 if you would like to join.
Tennis Coaching – During the summer we secured the services of a tennis coach who
ran sessions from June until mid September. If you would like this to continue,
contact Sue.

PRESS RELEASE
08/03/2018

Funding approved for the modernisation and extension of Cotebrook
Village Hall
The local community of Cotebrook are set to get their Village Hall extended and modernised
thanks to a £61,720.80 grant from funding body WREN.
The money, awarded by WREN’s Community Action Fund, will be used to modernise
Cotebrook Village Hall in Stable Lane Cotebrook.
Judith Walters, Chair of the Management Committee believes the facility will make a huge
difference to the lives of the people living in the area.
Judith says: “This project will provide a real boost to the local community of Cotebrook. It’s
fantastic that WREN has awarded us this money and we’re really looking forward to the
refurbishment of our village hall taking shape over the next year.
WREN is a not-for-profit business that awards grants for, community, biodiversity and
heritage projects from funds donated by FCC Environment through the Landfill Communities
Fund.
Richard Smith from WREN says: “We’re delighted to be supporting the improvements to
Cotebrook Village Hall and pleased our funding will make such a difference to so many
groups of people across Cotebrook. WREN is always happy to consider grant applications for
projects that benefit local communities and we’re looking forward to this one having a
positive impact very soon.”
Judith Walters hopes that the refurbished hall will be finished by the end of this year. The
refurbishment will extend the facilities by providing an extra room in addition to the main
hall, allowing the local community to participate in more activities. The toilets will be
modernised whilst also providing a new wheelchair accessible cubicle. The kitchen will be
increased in size to facilitate events that require more extensive catering facilities. The front
of the hall will be rebuilt with a new more attractive façade making the hall more appealing
externally whilst retaining its standing in the local environment. All these changes will
modernise the hall and make it appropriate for our community in the 21st century.

Dates for Your Diary
10th April

Utkinton & Cotebrook Parish Council

Utkinton Village Hall (7:30)

11th April

Utkinton WI – “The Real Heir Hunter” A talk
by John Cartlidge;

Utkinton Village Hall (7:30)

17th April

Cotebrook Village Hall Committee - Quiz Night

Fox &Barrel

25th April

Cotebrook Village Hall Committee - Pamper
Evening

Cotebrook Village Hall

1st May

Cotebrook Village Hall Committee Annual
General Meeting

Cotebrook Village Hall

8th May

Utkinton & Cotebrook Parish Council – Incl.
AGM

Cotebrook Village Hall (7:30)

9th May

Utkinton WI – Resolutions and Social evening

Utkinton Village Hall (7:30

12th May

Cotebrook Village Hall Committee - Bedding
Plant Sale

Cotebrook Village Hall

12th June

Utkinton & Cotebrook Parish Council

Utkinton Village Hall (7:30)

13th June

Utkinton WI – Kean Chapman: Podiatrist
‘Taking care of your feet’

Utkinton Village Hall (7:30)

16th June

Cotebrook Garden Party

Old Parsonage (opposite Cotebrook
Village Hall)

30th June

Utkinton Garden Party

Tirley Garth

10th July

Utkinton & Cotebrook Parish Council

Cotebrook Village Hall (7:30)

11th July

Utkinton WI – Garden Meeting

(TBC)

8th Aug

Utkinton WI – Sarah Evans: ‘Silk ‘n Stuff: Hand
Painting Silk’ (members can have a go!

Utkinton Village Hall (7:30)

11th Sept

Utkinton & Cotebrook Parish Council

Utkinton Village Hall (7:30)

12th Sept

Utkinton WI – Neil Smith: ‘Behind the Iron
Curtain with a guitar’

Utkinton Village Hall (7:30)

9th Oct

Utkinton & Cotebrook Parish Council

Cotebrook Village Hall (7:30)

10th Oct

Utkinton WI - Graham Fifoot – ‘The
Fascination of bees’

Utkinton Village Hall (7:30)

13 Nov

Utkinton & Cotebrook Parish Council

Utkinton Village Hall (7:30)

14th Nov

th

Utkinton WI – AGM and Social evening

Utkinton Village Hall (7:30)

11 Dec

Utkinton & Cotebrook Parish Council

Cotebrook Village Hall (7:00)

12th Dec

Utkinton WI – Christmas Event

Utkinton Village Hall (7:30)

th

Contact Details for the Parish Council and Village hall Committees

Parish Council dates for 2017-18: starting at
7:30 pm (incl. a 15 min public session).
th
9 January
Cotebrook

The Parish Council

Francis Tunney (Chair)

07860 917446

th

Utkinton

Graham Stewart (Vice Chair)

01829 733216

th

Cotebrook

Andrew Needham

01829 732444

th

Utkinton

Ian Priestner

01829 752009

Cotebrook (7:00 pm)

Nick Parker

07850 930095

th

Utkinton

Roger Barnes

07861 312534

th

Cotebrook

Tony Burford

01829 732836

th

Utkinton

Anna Harvey

07772 323409

Cotebrook

Jason Hughes

07384 437565

th

Utkinton

Anita Langford (Parish Clerk)

utkintonandcotebrook
clerk@gmail.com

th

Cotebrook (7:00 pm)

13 February
13 March
10 April
th

8 May (incl. AGM)
12 June
10 July
11 September
th

9 October
13 November
11 December

07814 089066

Village Hall Committees

Cotebrook
Judith Jones - Chair
Nick Parker - Secretary
Marian Atkinson
Les Atkinson Maintenance
Valerie Hague
Nicola Cerven Promotion
David Jones - Treasurer
Graham Dyke Advertising
Trudy Boyle
Sarah Cooper
Tony Burford
Steve and Helen Moore
Tracy Chorlton
Samantha Edge
Louise Dyke

Utkinton
07711 243521
07850 930095
01829 760 698
07958 107078

Graham Stewart - Chair/
Treasurer
Francis Tunney - Secretary

01829 760344
07724 189706

Liz Hannath - WI

07974 929666
07711 152889

Kath Dahill

07545 554780
01829 760654
01829 732836
01829 760272
01829 760551
01829 760984
07917 807078

David Woodward

01829 733216
07860 917446

01829 733701

Karen Murray
Sue Patten – Multi sport
Secretary
Richard Francis

07907 696731
01829 752551

Utkinton Village Hall groups worth checking out –
• Monday: Toning (09:15 – 077134 007102) and Yoga (19:00 – 01829 733426),
• Tuesday: Fitness (09:15 – 07713 007102) and NIA Dance (19:00 - 07931 455481),
• Wednesday: Pilates (09:30 – 01829 262699)
• Thursday: Pilates (09:30 – 01829 751661) and Fitness (19:30 – 01829 733651)
· Friday: Toddler Group (09:30), Yoga (13:30) & Line Dancing (20:00)
• Saturday: NIA Dance (10:30 – 07931 455481)
Our committees are always looking for help and support so if you feel you are able to assist in any
way, please contact the Parish Clerk, or the two secretaries of the Village Hall Committees.

