UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 11 APRIL 2006 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL
following the Annual Parish Meeting

AGENDA
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 14 March 2006 for
signature as a correct record (attached)

3.

Planning matters, including to:
a)
receive information on a proposed application to extend works at the water
treatment works in Fishpool Road (David Baines, Project Co-ordinator and Jill
Roberts, Officers from United Utilities will attend)
b)
note the following planning applications permitted by Vale Royal BC:
Ridgehill Farm, Fishers Green – extension to boarding kennels
Rose Tree Cottage, Fishers Green – removal of porch, two storey extension to side
and first floor extension to rear
c)
consider the following planning applications received for comment:
7 Croft Close, Utkinton – erection of a conservatory

4.

To consider matters arising from the minutes, including:
- Website development (item 06.03.04)
- The Quarry – possible site for a play facility (item 06.03.04)
- Correspondence (item 06.03.04)
- Lease – Village Green Two (item 06.03.04)

5.

To consider matters of interest reported by Cllr. Grimshaw, Vale Royal BC

6.

To consider any highways matters

7.

Finance matters, including to
agree accounts for payment (details attached)

8.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

9.

To consider the policy for action on receipt of requests for information (draft attached)

10.

To note:
-

th

11.

Any other business

E. Beech
Clerk

th

the AGM of the Parish Council will take place on Tuesday 9 May 2006
at 7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall
the next ordinary meeting will take place after the AGM

UTKINTON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
WILL BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 11 APRIL 2006 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL
COMMENCING AT 7.00PM

AGENDA
1.

Welcome and apologies

2.

To agree the minutes of the last Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 12 April 2005 for
signature as a correct record (attached)

3.

To consider any matters arising from the minutes

4.

To receive the annual report of the Chairman of the Parish Council

5.

To note any matters of interest reported by Cllr. Grimshaw, Vale Royal Borough
Council and Cllr. Needham, Cheshire County Council

6.

To consider matters pertaining to the parish raised by any person in attendance

7.

Any other business

th

A. Dahill
Chairman
Utkinton Parish Council

The meeting will be followed by a meeting of the Parish Council

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman’s report April 2005 to March 2006
This has been a year of change in some aspects of the Council and the changes will be noted
later in this report.
Parish assets
These consist of the two Cotebrook Village greens, which we lease from United Utilities, and in
Utkinton, the Shrine and Quarry Wood that we own. We are awaiting advice on the contract with
United Utilities and we hope it will be signed within weeks. Once completed, we can progress with
the installation of the play equipment, which will make it a valuable asset for the people of the
Parish. I would like to add that United Utilities have been amenable to the suggestions we have
made and I feel it would be appropriate to recognise that when the new play area is properly fitted
with the equipment they have paid for.
The use of the play area in Cotebrook should be monitored, as at some stage, it could be
returned to United Utilities and we need to know the level of use in order to consider alternative
arrangements.
The Shrine has been well tended over the past year. Several benches in the Parish have been
cared for and are in good condition.
As a result of discussions within the Council about the Quarry Wood, I am in contact with Vale
Royal Borough Council (VRBC) about future use, which may ensure it is better used in the future.
I will keep members advised and we will discuss the matter again.
The successful Litter Pick Campaign begun last year in Utkinton has continued in Cotebrook this
year. Whilst not as successful in the initial stages, there is a determination to continue and extend
it by approaching the local Borough Council to assist with litter collection in certain areas and as
difficult as it may be, we should continue to try to do so.
Affordable housing
This has been an issue reported on and on which much time and effort has been necessarily
spent by the Council and individual members. We have recently delivered questionnaires to every
member of the Parish to seek their opinions. Initial reports indicate a good response and we await
a report from officers at VRBC so that we can consider the next step.
Mention has been made in the Chairman’s Report for several years about the Parish Plan. It is
something that we as a council have been trying to promote and I hope that this year will see a
quickening of the process. It is important, with the constantly changing imperatives of the
planning system that we engage a larger group in the Parish to establish how we want the Parish
to develop in the coming years. That can not be done by the Council alone, but will need to be
driven by local people committed to the future of the villages.
I would like to add to the desire for a Parish Plan, the acquisition of Quality Parish Council status.
Whilst I have reservations about the motivation for this Government initiative, I believe it is
something we should strive for and the foundations, with the appointment of a new Parish Clerk
are being laid. All the work we are doing currently is helping us to work towards that status.
Communications were discussed during the year. The Council post notices about meetings on
the Village notice boards and reports activities in the local press. It has been decided that we

should develop a Parish Council web site and contact has been made with Cheshire County
Council to progress this. There is a meeting soon to discuss detail.
To report on the routine business of the Council:
•

•
•

•

We have held 11 Parish Council meetings this year and a meeting in camera to discuss
affordable housing. Attendance by all Councillors has been goods. Unfortunately, the
public have shown little interest in the work of the Council except when planning matters
arise that they believe will affect them. I would simply add that all the work of the Council
affects people who live in the Parish.
We have heard presentations on Affordable Housing from VRBC offices and have
delivered questionnaires to every household in the Parish about the mater.
We have made a written submission to the Inquiry on the Local Plan and watch
developments over the Regional Spatial Strategy with concern. A great fear is that the
power and identity of the Cheshire political structure, of which the Parish Council is an
integral part, will be subsumed into a wider regional structure dominated by the two cities,
Liverpool and Manchester.
The precept has been kept at 5% for the coming year. Expenditure will be as closely
monitored as ever, but with imaginative ideas and knowledge of County and Borough
funding streams, we will be able to maintain the high standards that people of the Parish
expect and deserve.

I would like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to my predecessor, Barry Campion whose
energy and enthusiasm laid the foundations for the current work of the Council. I felt that we
needed to continue with the work he had started, as it was clearly identified, defined and relevant.
He continues to give wise counsel when asked and I am grateful.
Andrew Bird, our Vice Chairman has been a major force behind all we have achieved this year
and his advice and guidance have been invaluable. I look forward to him continuing in the post,
domestic and business commitments allowing. John Grimshaw (VRBC) and Andrew Needham
(CCC) have continued to support the Council. John has been of great help on those matters
within his remit.
The change referred to is the Clerk to the Council and some members of the council. Mary Carter
had been the Clerk to the Council for twelve years before resigning earlier this year. She was
completely dedicated to that work, often at the inconvenience of herself and her family. We are
grateful for her service to the Parish and the Council.
Mary has been replaced by Elaine Beech, who displays equal enthusiasm and determination in
the resolution of Parish business and her knowledge and professionalism will be of great benefit
to us all.
During the year, Brian Walters was co-opted and has proved to be a valuable member of the
Council, taking responsibility for communications and offering help for various initiatives
whenever possible.
Sadly, due to personal commitments, Steven Ashworth has resigned from the Council. He will be
missed and we wish him well in the future.
Finally, I would like to thank all my fellow councillors for their support, advice and hard work
throughout the year. For a small council their dedication allows us to achieve much.

MINUTES OF THE PARISH MEETING OF UTKINTON held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL on
th
TUESDAY 11 APRIL 2006 at 7.00pm
Present:

Cllrs. A. Dahill – Chairman
Cllrs. B. Campion, L. Foster, G. Stewart, M. Stewart – Parish Council
Cllr. A. Needham – Cheshire County Council

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk

1.
Apologies for Absence
Resolved:
that the apologies for absence received from Cllrs. A. Bird, B. Walters and S. Williamson
(Parish Council) be accepted.
2.
Minutes
th
Resolved:
that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 12 April 2005 be signed as a
correct record
3.

Matters arising
None.

4.

Chairman’s Annual Report
The Chairman presented his detailed, written annual report, making particular reference to:
Parish assets
Affordable Housing
communications
Parish Plan
the membership and business of the Council.
He thanked all past and present members for their support. A copy of the report is included in the
Council minute book.

5.

Matters of Interest – Cheshire County Council
Cllr. Needham reported on:
a recent meeting with the High Sheriff of Cheshire who stated his wish to promote
the work and role of Parish Councils.
The Regional Spatial Strategy being developed by the NW Regional Assembly

6.

Parish Matters
No members of the public present so no matters raised

7.

Any Other Business
None.

Meeting closed at 7.40pm

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL
th
on TUESDAY 11 APRIL 2006 at 7.40pm
Present:

Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chairman)
B. Campion, L. Foster, G. Stewart and M. Stewart

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk
County Cllr. A. Needham (to end of item 06.04.07)
Mrs J. Roberts (United Utilities)
10 members of the public (to end of item 06.04.03 United Utilities only)

06.04.01
Apologies for Absence
Resolved:
that
a) the apologies for absence received from Cllrs. A. Bird, B. Walters and S. Williamson be received;
b) the resignation of Mr. S. Ashworth be received and relevant action be taken regarding the vacancy
06.04.02
Resolved:

Minutes
th
that the minutes of the meeting held on 14 March 2006 be agreed and signed as a
correct record

06.04.03
Planning
1.
United Utilities – proposed planning application
Noted contact from United Utilities (Mrs Roberts) to attend a meeting of the Council to present
information on the proposed planning application for works at the Sandiford borehole at Fishpool Road.
Although the borehole is in the Delamere Parish a number of residents in the Utkinton Parish are
immediate neighbours of the site.
The Chairman suspended standing orders at 7.45pm to enable the presentation and subsequent and
answer session to take place.
Mrs Roberts outlined the context of a planning application being submitted to install and house a new
membrane plant at the borehole in response to requirements of the Drinking Water Inspectorate and
her and relevant colleagues’ roles in the consultation and information process. Residents in attendance
and Council members raised a number of questions seeking information and raising some concerns
relating to the detail of the proposals.
Noted:
- a number of questions could not be responded to due to the lack of technical knowledge
of the officer present
- the planning application will be submitted once an ecological survey has been
undertaken
Standing orders were re-instated at 8.30pm.
Resolved:
that
a)
whilst thanks to Mrs Roberts for attending the meeting be recorded, the lack of availability of
sufficient technical detail to respond to concerns being raised is unsatisfactory;
b)
in liaison with Delamere Parish Council an opportunity for a further meeting be taken at which the
an appropriate United Utilities’ officer attend to provide technical information and representatives
from the County and Borough Councils; and
c)
the Council decide its response to the planning application when received.
2.
Planning applications permitted
Resolved:
that the following applications permitted by Vale Royal BC be noted:
Ridgehill Farm, Fishers Green - extension to boarding kennels
Rose Tree Cottage, Fishers Green - removal of porch, two storey extension to side and first floor
extension to rear
Cotebrook Shire Horse Centre – to rotate the planned Dutch barn 90 degrees
3.
Planning applications received for comment
Resolved:
that no comment be submitted on the application for a conservatory at 7 Croft Close but
Vale Royal BC be urged to take into account any comments from neighbouring properties
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06.04.04
Matters Arising
Affordable Housing
Noted that, due to the United Utilities item, the officers due to attend regarding the analysis of the
affordable housing survey would attend a later meeting.
Resolved:
that
a)
a special meeting ‘in camera’ be arranged in May regarding affordable housing; and
b)
copies of the written analysis report on the survey be distributed prior to the meeting.
Website development
Noted Chairman and Clerk to meet with Cheshire County Council officer to progress the website.
Litter Campaign - Cotebrook
Noted small number took part but ‘pick’ carried out and Vale Royal BC’s input to provide metal litter
pickers, remove the filled bin bags and kerb clean areas after the litter pick.
Resolved:
that
a) in response to his request, Mr Solari, Streetcare Manager, Vale Royal BC be invited to attend the
September meeting;
b) the offer made by a Cotebrook resident to carry out regular litter picks in the area be supported and
a metal litter picker be obtained for the purpose.
The Quarry
Resolved:

that an objective assessment of the range of issues relating to the Quarry be an agenda
item for a future meeting

Correspondence
Noted the details of further correspondence with Mr. Bowers.
Lease – Village Green Two
Noted the solicitor is in correspondence with United Utilities regarding the contents of the lease.
06.04.05
Resolved:

Matters of interest reported by Vale Royal Borough Councillor
that Cllr. Grimshaw be asked to obtain details of funding allocations made to date under
the Rural Delivery Programme.

06.04.06
Noted:

Highways Matters
-

response from Cheshire Highways reporting that Utkinton does not qualify for the
gateway markings that have been provided in Tarporley but do qualify for the mobile
‘interactive sign’ scheme being developed
warning sign near Monarchy Hall Farm needs re-instating properly
No. 2 light in Tirley Lane still not replaced

06.04.07
Financial Matters
Resolved:
that the following payments be made:
E. Beech
salary
E. Beech
tel. calls and broadband costs
Proposed:

Cllr. Campion

Seconded

£ 150.00
£ 10.10
Cllr. G. Stewart

06.04.08
Correspondence
Resolved:
that
a)
correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed;
b)
a list of items for archiving be agreed by the Council when appropriate;
c)
Chester City Council be requested to include the requirement for neighbouring parishes to be
consulted on planning applications with an impact on the parish; and
d)
Cotebrook PCC be notified that no additional donation can be made but an increase will be
considered for 2006/07 at the appropriate time.
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1

4

Chester City
Council

4 Apr

5

Ches. Assoc.
of Local
Councils
DEFRA

27 Mar

N M Centre,
Winsford
Cotebrook
PCC

6 Apr

The North West Plan - draft Regional Spatial Strategy
for the NW and invitation to comment by 12th June
Notice of automatic e-mail notification of availability of
Council meetings’ agendas and papers on website for
view / download, as required
Area meeting – 13th April - 7pm -Delamere Comm.
Centre
Concessionary Travel Scheme 2006/07
Copies of Vale Royal Reporter – Spring 2006
Information on the archiving of Parish Council records
Copy of ‘Cheshire Matters’ – March 2006
Copy of Cheshire’s response to the configuration of
NHS Ambulance Trusts
Leaflets on Concessionary Travel Scheme
Copy of Structure Plan Alteration - guides plans and
development decisions
Statement of Community Involvement – how will involve
community in future planning (documents and
applications) - consultation to 12th May
2 copies of the Charter for Cheshire Councils (October
2005) – sets out principles for the three tiers of local
government to work together in partnership
Guide for Parish Councils – Clean Neighbourhoods and
Environment Act 2005
Invitation to Open Day – 6th July

7 Apr

Re donation – request for increase to match 2005

2

NW Regional
Assembly
Vale Royal
BC

27 Mar
20 Mar
20 Mar
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Cheshire CC

22 Mar
24 Mar
16 Mar
16 Mar
18 Mar
26 Mar
7 Apr

6
7
8

3 Apr

To be
circulated
Noted
Noted
Noticeboards
Distributed
Noted
Noted
Noted
Distributed
Noted
Comment
Noted
Noted
ordered
Noted
Respond

06.04.09
Resolved:

Requests for Information
that the model Publication Scheme be adopted and the supplement detailing action to be
taken on receipt of a request for information be agreed

06.04.10
Resolved:

Next Meeting
th
that the Annual General Meeting of the Council be confirmed as Tuesday 9 May 2006
at Utkinton Village Hall at 7.30pm followed by an Ordinary Meeting of the Council.

Any Other Business
Chairman to speak to Mr Ashworth regarding the 6 trees needing to be planted.
Chairman reported the Clerk’s contract and job description had been issued and signed.
Resolved:
that salary payment be by cheque on a monthly basis.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.50pm
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UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 9 MAY 2006 at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL
following the Annual General Meeting

AGENDA
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 11 April 2006 for
signature as a correct record (attached)

3.

Planning matters, to:
a)
note the following planning applications permitted by Vale Royal BC:
Limekilns, Tarporley Road, Cotebrook – demolition of outbuildings and erection of two
storey extension to rear
2 North Brook Road, Utkinton – extensions to front, side and rear
b)
note the following planning application refused by Vale Royal BC:
Wood Lane Farm, Wood Lane – erection of a new agricultural building
c)
consider the following planning applications received for comment:
8 Rowlands View, Utkinton – porch extension to front of dwelling
Hill View, Utkinton Lane – replacement dwelling
Hillside House, Utkinton Lane – detached garage and playroom
d) subject to receipt of the planning application papers, consider the development
proposed at the site in Fishpool Road by United Utilities

4.

To consider matters arising from the minutes, including:
- Website development (ongoing)
- Lease – Village Green Two (ongoing)

5.

To consider matters of interest reported by Cllr. Grimshaw, Vale Royal BC

6.

To consider any highways matters

7.

Finance matters, including to
agree accounts for payment (details attached)

8.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

9.

To note next meetings:
the special meeting ‘in camera’ re Affordable Housing to be held on
th
Monday 15 May 2006 at 7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall
th
the next Ordinary meeting will take place on Tuesday 13 June 2006
at 7.30pm at Cotebrook Village Hall

10.

Any other business

th

E. Beech
Clerk
2/5/06

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 9 MAY 2006 AT 7.30PM AT UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL

AGENDA
1.

To appoint the Chairman for 2006/07 and receive the Chairman’s declaration of office

2.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

3.

To agree the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 3 May 2005 (attached)

4.

To consider any matters arising

5.

To agree the Council’s 2005/06 accounts (attached) for submission in the Annual
Return to the External Auditor

6.

To appoint the Vice Chairman for 2006/07 and receive the Vice Chairman’s
declaration of office

7.

To consider/agree:
establishment, membership and terms of reference of any Committees
representation on external bodies
individual responsibilities for specific business.

8.

To agree annual subscriptions:
Cheshire Assoc. of Local Councils - £124.11 (05/06 - £117.16)
Cheshire Community Council - £12.00 (05/06 - £11.50)
Mid-Cheshire Footpath Society - £8.00 (05/06 - £8.00)

9.

To review the Council’s insurance renewal (schedule attached)

10.

To make the appointment of Auditor for 2007/08
(current – P. Sanders A.I.B.A. Business Advisory Services)

11.

To agree the schedule of meetings for 2006/07

rd

Tuesdays at 7.30pm alternately at the Cotebrook and Utkinton Village Halls on
th
th
th
13 June 2007
11 July 2006
12 September 2006
th
th
th
10 October 2006
14 November 2006
12 December 2006
th
th
th
9 January 2007
13 February 2007
13 March 2007
th
th
th
10 April 2007 (or 17 as 10 is in Easter week)
th
8 May 2007 (inc. Annual General Meeting)

E. Beech
Clerk
2/5/06

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held at
th
UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL on TUESDAY 9 MAY 2006 at 7.30pm
Present:

Cllrs. A. Dahill, A. Bird, B. Campion, L. Foster, G. Stewart. B. Walters and S. Williamson

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk
County Cllr. A. Needham
1 member of the public

06.01
Resolved:

Appointment of Chairman
that Cllr. A. Dahill be appointed Chairman for the ensuing year and the relevant
completed and signed declaration of office be received.
Proposed Cllr. Campion
Seconded Cllr. Walters

06.02
Resolved:

Apologies for Absence
that the apology for absence received from Cllr. M. Stewart be received.

06.03
Resolved:

Minutes
that the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 3rd May 2005 be agreed.
Proposed: Cllr. Campion
Seconded: Cllr. Bird

06.04
None.

Matters Arising

06.05
Resolved:

Accounts 2005/06
that
a) the Council’s accounts for 2005/06 and the Annual Return and Statement of
Assurance be submitted to the External Auditor; and
b) the notes on the accounts regarding the balance to carry forward to 2006/07 include
reference to the donation of £600 from United Utilities for play equipment at Cotebrook.
Proposed: Cllr. Bird
Seconded: Cllr. Stewart

06.06
Resolved:

Appointment of Vice Chairman
that Cllr. A. Bird be appointed Vice Chairman for the ensuing year and the relevant
completed and signed declaration of office be received.
Proposed Cllr. Campion
Seconded Cllr. Stewart

06.07
Resolved:

Appointment of Committees and Allocation of Member’s Responsibilities
that
a) no Committees be set up
b) Member’s individual responsibilities be allocated, as follows:
The Quarry, Utkinton
Cllr. G. Stewart
to carry out and record a monthly health and safety check and liaise with Mr Wright
regarding maintenance

06.08
Annual Subscriptions
Resolved:
that the following annual subscriptions for 2006/07 be agreed:
Cheshire Association of Local Councils - £124.11
Proposed:
Cllr. Campion
Seconded:
Cllr. G. Stewart
Cheshire Community Council - £12.00
Proposed:
Cllr. Bird
Seconded:
Cllr. G. Stewart
Mid-Cheshire Footpath Society - £8.00
Proposed:
Cllr. Foster
Seconded:
Cllr. Campion
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06.09
Resolved:

Insurance - review of Schedule
that the insurance schedule as detailed in the renewal documentation be confirmed.

06.10
Resolved:

Appointment of Auditor
that Mr. P. Sanders A.I.B.A. be retained as Internal Auditor for 2006/07 and be invited to
present the accounts at the year end.

06.11
Resolved:

Schedule of Meetings for 2006/07
that
a)
as far as possible, meetings be held on Tuesdays at 7.30pm at, alternately, the
Cotebrook and the Utkinton Village Halls
b)
the following schedule of ordinary meetings for the remainder of 2006 be
confirmed:
Cotebrook:
Utkinton:
th
th
13 June 2006
11 July 2006
th
th
12 September 2006
10 October 2006
th
th
14 November 2006
12 December 2006
c)

the following schedule of meetings to the 2007 AGM be agreed in principle
and confirmed in October 2006
th
th
9 January 2007
13 February 2007
th
th
th
13 March 2006
10 or 17 April 2007 (tbd – Easter)
th
8 May 2007 (including the AGM)

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.10pm.
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL
th
on TUESDAY 9 MAY 2006 at 8.10pm
Present:

Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chairman)
A. Bird, B. Campion, L. Foster, G. Stewart. B. Walters and S. Williamson

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk
County Cllr. A. Needham
1 member of the public

06.05.01
Resolved:

Apologies for Absence
that the apology for absence received from Cllr M. Stewart be received;

06.05.02
Resolved:

Minutes
th
that the minutes of the meeting held on 11 April 2006 be agreed and signed as a
correct record

06.05.03
Planning
Resolved:
that
a) the following decisions made by Vale Royal BC on planning applications be noted:
Limekilns, Tarporley Road, Cotebrook
Demolition of outbuildings and erection of two storey extension to rear – permitted;
2 Northbrook Road, Utkinton
Extensions to front, side and rear – permitted
Wood Lane Farm, Wood Lane, Utkinton
Erection of new agricultural dwelling – refused
b) no objections be submitted on the following applications:
8 Rowlands View, Utkinton
porch extension to the front of the dwelling
Hillside House, Utkinton Lane, Utkinton
detached garage and playroom
c) no objections in principle, be submitted on the application for a replacement dwelling at Hill View,
Utkinton Lane, Utkinton but a request for careful consideration being given to floor levels in light of
the proximity of the adjoining property which is at a lower ground level and concerns regarding the
accuracy of the detail in the plans be recorded.
United Utilities – proposed planning application
Noted the application papers had not been received. The Chairman reported on his attendance at a
meeting of Delamere Parish Council at which an officer from United Utilities gave a more detailed
presentation on the proposals and responded to questions from the Council and the public present.
Noted a number of Utkinton Parish residents attended.
Resolved:
that
a) Vale Royal BC be contacted to establish the expected timescale of receipt of the application
papers; and
b) taking into account the response, the Chairman and Clerk arrange for the further briefing by United
Utilities at a special or the next meeting of the Parish Council to enable its comments on the
application to be formulated.
06.05.04
Matters Arising
Council Vacancy
Noted required notice posted which included an invitation to express an interest in being co-opted in the
th
event of no election being called, by submitting details in writing to the Clerk by 26 May 2006.
Consideration of a co-option to the Council to be an agenda item for the June meeting.
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Affordable Housing
th
Noted the special meeting ‘in camera’ has been arranged for 15 May.
Website development
Noted Chairman and Clerk met with Mark Fletcher and agreed the draft content of the initial pages for
development. Also, that the domain address of utkintoncotebrook.org.uk had been registered.
Resolved:
that the Chairman provide general text and Cllr. Stewart take a range of photographs of
areas of interest in both villages for inclusion on the site.
Lease – Village Green Two
Noted progress, including United Utilities’ limit for covering legal costs in agreeing the detail.
Resolved:
that the Chairman and Vice Chairman be empowered to sign the lease as soon as it is
finalised and then the official handover be arranged.
06.05.05
Matters of interest reported by Vale Royal Borough Councillor
Cllr. Grimshaw not in attendance.
06.05.06
Highways Matters
Noted the following had been reported:
- warning sign near Monarchy Hall Farm needs re-instating properly
- No. 2 light in Tirley Lane still not replaced
06.05.07
Financial Matters
Resolved:
that
a)
the following payments be made:
E. Beech
salary
E. Beech
re-imbursement for registering domain name for website
P. Sanders Business Services internal audit 2005/06 & Annual Return
Allianz Cornhill insurance renewal for period 1/6/06 – 1/6/07
Proposed:

b)

Vale Royal BC

15 Apr

Cheshire CC

21 Apr
24 Apr

24 Apr
24 Apr
4 May

3

Cllr. G. Stewart

Correspondence
that correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed;

27 Apr
27 Apr
4 May
2

Seconded

the report of the Internal Auditor on the inspection of records for 2005/06 be received and the
statement that no concerns or anomalies were highlighted, be noted.

06.05.08
Resolved:
1

Cllr. Campion

£ 150.00
£ 5.00 (+88p VAT)
£ 15.00
£ 345.40

Cheshire

8 May
13 Apr

Notice of receipt of Inspector’s Report – Local Plan
First Review Alteration
Budget 2006/07 and Financial Outlook 2006/09
Community Safety Partnership – newsletter
Invitation to the launch of the Council’s new
campaign to improve environmental quality
Guide to new Local Transport Plan
Notice – Cheshire Rights of Way Improvement plan
is on website
www.cheshire.gov.uk/countryside/prow/ROWIP
Final.htm
th
Information re Cheshire County Show – 20 and
st
21 June
Copy of Cheshire Matters – April newsletter
Information on the outcomes of the briefing session
st
held on 21 April on the draft Regional Spatial
Strategy
Information on the Sandstone Rambler bus service
April newsletter
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Noted
Noted
Noted
Chairman
Noted

Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted

4

5
6
7
8

Community Council
Ches. Assoc. of
Local Councils

19 Apr
19 Apr
8 May
8 May

Copies of the April newsletter
Dates of training sessions for Councillors and Clerks
Seminars on developing grant funding applications
Survey on village shops and post offices – retention

Clerks & Councils
Direct
Cheshire County
Playing Fields
Assoc.
ODPM

4 May

May edition

8 May

Invitation to affiliate for 2006/07 - £12.00

8 May

Utkinton Village
Hall Committee

9 May

Discussion paper on Local Authority Byelaws –
procedures for making, confirming and enforcing
byelaws
Letter of thanks for donation and information on
fundraising

Noted
Noted
Vice Chairman
Clerk to
respond
Noted
Noted Utkinton
Village Hall
affiliates
Chairman to
consider
Noted

06.05.09
Next Meetings
Noted the details of next meetings, as follows:
-

special meeting ‘in camera’ to consider the draft report on Affordable Housing to be held
th
on Monday 15 May 2006 at 7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall
th
next Ordinary Meeting to be held on Tuesday 13 June 2006 at at 7.30pm Cotebrook
Village Hall

Any Other Business
Noted area of Primrose Wood appears to be closed temporarily. Clerk to check out with Forestry
Commission.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.45pm
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xUtkinton Parish Council
Meeting (in camera) 15th May 2006
Presentation 15th May 2006 by Toni Burke on Affordable Housing (A) Report
Present; Mr. Dahill; Mr Bird; Mr & Mrs Stewart; Mr Walters; Mrs Foster; Mrs
Richardson; Cllr Needham
Apologies; Mr Campion; Cllr Grimshaw
Louise Hare failed to arrive and no information was forthcoming regarding her
absence.
Toni Burke was thanked for the hard work she and her colleagues had done in relation
to this matter and was asked to pass on the Councils remarks to her colleagues.
The Chairman thanked the members for the work they had done on the project, not
least the delivery of the questionnaires.
Mr. Stewart produced a list of facts relevant to people on lower incomes. This was
circulated for member’s information but was not discussed.
The draft report presented needed to be considered stage-by-stage and accepted before
a full report could be signed off. It was suggested and accepted that the Executive
Summary, once corrected would be made available for people in the Parish to read.
The full version was a document in the public domain and would be available on
request, but not distributed. Once satisfied, the schemes could go forward but what
materialised would depend on a number of variables, not least of which was the
availability of land.
The report would be valid for 4 years and in essence has suggested a small
development of no more than 3 properties at this stage.
The report was considered stage by stage.
In relation to the National Context, it was noted by Members that any dwellings built
would not necessarily be for youngsters as was out original intention. Further, it was
possible that dwellings could be allocated to people outside the village and could,
although unlikely, extend to people ‘anywhere in the country’. 81% of respondents
were supportive of AH for local people only, so that condition could not be met with
any certainty.
There was then a discussion on the discrepancy between the units needed. There was
no obvious relationship between the number of units identified from the questionnaire
and the number required in the Executive Summary.
There was then a discussion about the nature of the housing, Rented, Shared
Ownership and Discount for sale. A rented option was necessary within the village

but many schemes for all types of housing did not result in low deposits. It was
suggested that to make AH affordable in the context of what we hoped to achieve, a
45% discount would have to be offered.
There was a discussion about the time factor between the agreement to go ahead and
delivery. It could be up to six months, which could lead to local people dropping out
and the dwellings going to people outwith the Parish or at worst, dwellings could be
built and not occupied.
A suggestion was made that respondents wishing to be considered should be asked to
make a firmer commitment to the project but it was agreed that such an innovation
could be to their detriment.
Discussion ranged over costings and the size of the development, which, it was
suggested, could be too small for this scheme. A suggestion was made that we could
build in Tarporley, which had better amenities.
The following was agreed;
The report would need to address the problem of the number of units as there were
discrepancies
Some of the tables were contradictory
Confirmation was needed in relation to the factor of 3 to explain ‘drop outs’ and the
final number of dwellings
There was no current demand for ‘discount for sale’
There appeared a lack of viability in the scheme
We must look at surrounding parishes
Timescales were difficult to establish
The report should be returned to Members on completion and it would be scrutinised.
If there were a need for a further meeting then would be considered. It was considered
necessary before any public meeting.
The final Executive Summary would be put on notice boards and promoted as much
as possible.

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 13 JUNE 2006 at 7.30pm at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL

AGENDA
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meetings held on Tuesday 9 May and Monday 15 May 2006
for signature as a correct record (attached) and note the draft minutes of the Annual General
th
Meeting also held on 9 May (attached)

3.

Planning matters, to:
a)
receive more detailed information and consider the application now submitted by
United Utilities to develop the water treatment works in Fishpool Road (David
Baines and Don Mackay, Officers from United Utilities will attend)

th

th

b)

consider the following planning applications received for comment:
New Farm, Hollins Hill – single storey extension to garage
Ludlam Cottage, Quarry Bank – two storey extension to side and alteration to roof pitch
Fishers Green Farm, Fishers Green – first floor rear extension and demolition of single
storey external store (also Listed Building Consent)

c)

note the following planning applications permitted by Vale Royal BC:
7 Croft Close, Utkinton – conservatory
8 Rowlands View, Utkinton – porch extension to front of dwelling

4.

To consider matters arising from the minutes

5.

To note no election has been claimed in respect of the current vacancy and to
consider an application for co-option to the Council

6.

To consider matters of interest reported by Cllr. Grimshaw, Vale Royal BC

7.

To consider any highways matters

8.

To agree accounts for payment (details attached)

9.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

10.

To note the next meeting will take place on Tuesday 11 July 2006
at 7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall

11.

Any other business

th

E. Beech
Clerk
5/6/06

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL
th
on TUESDAY 13 JUNE 2006 at 7.30pm
Present:

Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chairman)
A. Bird, B. Campion, G. Stewart and M. Stewart

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk
Cllr. J. Grimshaw, Vale Royal BC
M. Lynch, Planning Control Manager. Vale Royal BC
D. Mackay and A. Cheung (United Utilities)
8 members of the public (to end of open discussion - United Utilities application)

06.06.01
Resolved:

Apologies for Absence
that the apologies for absence received from Cllrs L. Foster, B. Walters and S.
Williamson be received;

It was agreed that the Chairman suspend standing orders at 7.40pm. to enable a further presentation
and subsequent question and answer session to take place regarding the planning application
submitted by United Utilities and now received for comment by the Council.
Mr. MacKay, referring to the plans in detail and which were on display, presented information on the
proposed planning application for works at the Sandiford borehole at Fishpool Road. Residents in
attendance and Council members raised a number of questions seeking information and raising some
concerns relating to the detail of the proposals. A range of factors were referred to, including
the site chosen in relation to others considered
the detrimental effect on the amenity of local residents
the scale of the development in relation to the locality
the height of the building and its potential visibility and that of the workings
the type and storage arrangements of various chemicals
potential light pollution
electricity supply provision
highways requirements
maturity of replacement hedgerow and trees planted to hide the development
the need for liaison with local residents during the development if it goes ahead
The Chairman thanked the officers from United Utilities and the Borough Council and the residents for
their attendance and contributions to the discussion and Standing Orders were re-instated at 9.15pm.
06.06.02
Minutes
Resolved:
that
th
th
a) the minutes of the meetings held on 9 May and 15 May 2006 be agreed and signed as a
correct record;
th
b) the draft minutes of the Annual General Meeting also held on 9 May 2006 be noted.
Proposed:

Cllr. B. Campion

Seconded

Cllr. M. Stewart

06.06.03
Planning
Considered the planning application submitted by United Utilities, noting all aspects of the earlier discussion.
Resolved:
that
a)
the Council’s objections on the following grounds to United Utilities’ application to develop major
workings at Fishpool Road be submitted:
the loss of amenity to neighbouring residential properties; and
the inappropriateness of the scale of the development for the location
b)
the Clerk draft a letter for members to comment on and the Chairman and Vice Chairman to
agree the final wording, detailing the reasons for the objections in relation to the Local Plan and
providing a number of areas to be addressed in the conditions should the application be approved
despite the objections.
Resolved:
that
c)
no objections be submitted to the following applications:

1

New Farm, Hollins Hill
Fishers Green Farm, Fishers Green

single storey extension to garage
first floor extension and demolition of single storey
external store
single storey extension and 3-dormer roof

The Cottage, Utkinton Lane
d)

objections be submitted to a two storey extension to side and alteration to roof pitch proposed at
Ludlam Cottage, Quarry Bank on the grounds of the following;
the proposals would not be in keeping with adjacent properties
they may break the skyline due to the location of the property on the steep hill
property would be intrusive

e)

the following decisions made by Vale Royal BC on planning applications be noted:
7 Croft Close, Utkinton
conservatory – permitted
8 Rowlands View, Utkinton
porch extension to front of dwelling – permitted
Hill View, Utkinton Lane
replacement dwelling – permitted
Hillside House, Utkinton Lane
detached garage and playroom - refused
th

06.06.04
Matters arising (minutes of 9 May)
Website development
Chairman to finalise information for both villages, Clerk to prepare Parish Council details and Cllr.
Stewart to sort photographs and all to be sent to Mark Fletcher at Cheshire County Council for website.
Lease – Village Green Two
Noted a key feature of the lease is a 6-month cessation clause. Cllr. Campion reported that a condition
of this is that the area of land would need to be handed back in good condition. The only issue in that
case may be the state of the fence and any likely cost of repairing it to meet this condition, particularly if
the paladin fencing is included. Also, noted insurance cover for this would not include repair as a result
of vandalism.
Resolved:
that the lease be signed subject to the demise not including the paladin fencing, and
arrangements for a September opening event be made
Primrose Wood
Noted relevant officer from the Forestry Commission had advised that thinning work is being carried out
in the Wood but this would be completed by the end of June.
06.06.05
Vacancy
Noted that no election has been claimed and an application for co-option to the Council has been
received from Mrs Trudy Boyle from Cotebrook.
Resolved:
that Mrs Boyle’s application be considered at the next meeting.
06.06.06
Matters of interest reported by Vale Royal Borough Councillor
Cllr. Grimshaw commented on:
- central Government recent changes to departmental and ministerial responsibilities
- the Borough Council’s adoption of the Local Plan which includes a further relaxation of
the planning restrictions relating to the countryside
- the details of the allocation of grants under the Borough Council’s Rural Delivery
Programme being available on the Council’s website
06.06.07
Highways Matters
Noted a part of Tirley Lane road edge is being broken away due to parked vehicles. Cllr. G. Stewart to
speak to resident.
06.06.08
Financial Matters
Resolved:
that the following payments be made:
E. Beech
salary
HM Customs & Excise PAYE (Apr – Jun)
E. Beech
travel (Apr – May)
E. Beech
postage (Feb – May)
st nd
E. Beech
re-imbursement for 2-day CiLCA training 1 /2 April

2

£ 51.00
£ 99.00
£ 40.40
£ 14.69
£ 210.00

K. Billington
ChALC
K. Dahill

grass cutting at The Quarry and pit at High Billinge
th
Local Council Administration 7 edition (pt. payment)
plants for Shrine

Proposed:

06.06.09
Resolved:

Cllr. M. Stewart

Seconded

£ 80.00
£ 17.80
£ 16.82

Cllr. G. Stewart

Correspondence
that correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed;

1

Vale Royal BC

18 May
24 May
26 May
7 Jun

Cheshire
Constabulary
Chester City
Council

24 May

5

Cheshire &
Merseyside
NHS Trust

31 May

6

Charter 88
Campaign
DEFRA

24 May

The Standards
Board
North West
Regional
Assembly
Cheshire
Community
Council

31 May

Notice of Intention to Adopt its Local Plan First Review
Alteration
Copy of the submitted Statement of Community
Involvement (planning)
Copies of ‘Built Environment Review 2005-06’
Notice of Rural Area Meeting – 7pm – 22/6 –
Sandiway School
Information on the Sandstone Ridge Econet
Partnership – possible future funding source
Copy of ‘Cheshire Matters’ – May newsletter
Copy of letter to new Home Secretary regarding police
service restructuring
Changes to local working arrangements – Locality
Boards to replace Area Forums – details being
developed
Copies of an information leaflet on Police Community
Support Officers
Notice of the Council’s adoption of the Local Plan
which forms the basis for decisions on land use
planning affecting the Chester District
Briefing paper on the outcomes of the recent
consultations on changes to Strategic Health
Authorities, Primary Care Trusts and Ambulance
Services
Campaign group for a modern democracy –
requesting support
Re: the Clean Neighbourhoods & Environment Act
2005 – copy of A Parish Council Guide to
Environment Enforcement
Bulletin 29 – inc. information on ‘prejudicial interest’

2

Cheshire CC

17 May

8 Jun

Copy of the North West Best Practice Design Guide

9 Jun

Summary of services available
Copy of DEFRA Building Community Life
Copies of the Mid Cheshire Railway Line information

19 May
24 May
30 May

3
4

7
8
9
10

17 May

10 May

Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted

Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted

Noted – Chair
to consider
Noted – Chair
to consider
Noted
Noted – Cllr.
Stewart to
consider
Noted
Noted
Noted

06.06.10
Next Meeting
th
Noted the next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 11 July 2006 at 7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall.
06.06.11
Any Other Business
Cllr. Stewart reported on his checks of:
Quarry Wood – generally up to standard and the tree has now been cut down
Cotebrook Village Green 1 – appears to have a large infestation of moles, the grass has been cut but is
in a poor state and as the area around the trees and posts has not been trimmed it looks unkempt
Cotebrook Village Green 2 – pathway is OK, grass has been cut but area at edge of the field is
unsightly and masses of nettles by the United Utilities fencing need spraying
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.20pm
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UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 11 JULY 2006 at 7.30pm at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL

AGENDA
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meetings held on Tuesday 13 June 2006 for signature
as a correct record (attached)

3.

Planning matters, including to consider the following planning applications received for
comment:
2 Northbrook Road, Utkinton – double garage
12 Rowlands View, Utkinton – two storey extension

4.

To consider matters arising from the minutes

5.

To consider an application from Mrs Trudy Boyle for co-option to the Council (letter
attached)

6.

To receive a verbal report from Cllr. M. Stewart arising from her School Governor’s role

7.

To consider matters of interest reported by Cllr. Grimshaw, Vale Royal BC

8.

To consider any highways matters

9.

Finance:
a) to agree accounts for payment (details attached)
b) to receive the first quarterly financial statement for 2006/07 (attached)

10.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

11.

To note the next meeting will take place on Tuesday 12 September 2006 at 7.30pm
at Cotebrook Village Hall

12.

Any other business

th

th

E. Beech
Clerk
05/07/06

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL
th
on TUESDAY 11 JULY 2006 at 7.30pm
Present:

Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chairman)
A. Bird, B. Campion, L. Foster, B. Walters, G. Stewart and M. Stewart
Mrs. T. Boyle (from item 06.07.05)

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk
Cllr. J. Grimshaw, Vale Royal BC
1 member of the public (to the end of the first part of item 06.07.03)

06.07.01
Resolved:

Apologies for Absence
that the apology for absence received from Cllr. S. Williamson be received.

06.07.02
Resolved:

Minutes
th
that the minutes of the meeting held on 13 June 2006 be agreed and signed as a
correct record.

06.07.03
Planning
Considered the following planning applications received for comment:
2 Northbrook Road, Utkinton – double garage
Noted the relation of this to the recent, previous application for front, side and rear extension and Cllr.
Grimshaw’s information regarding Local Plan policies and residential development in rural areas.
It was agreed the Chairman suspend standing orders at 7.50pm to enable the member of the public
present to share his views and some detail of his contact with Vale Royal BC. Standing orders were
reinstated at 8.10pm and the Council gave further consideration to the application.
Resolved:
that
a)
the Council register its concerns regarding this application in relation to its predecessor for
extensions to the property, as follows:
i) the applicant should have included the double garage in the original application as a
result of which it would have been a substantial development and may have affected the
decision to permit the development;
ii) whether this is considered in the decision regarding the double garage application which
has been submitted within a short time of the first application for the property and
whether there is any impact on permitted development rights under the agreement to the
first application.
b) the location and some form of screening of the garage be considered to reduce the visual impact on
neighbours to the property, as follows:
iii) site is on the corner of an elevated road (Quarry Bank) and would be less intrusive if it
was attached to the house rather than be a detached garage;
iv) the ‘windowless’ wall facing the property opposite should have some form of vegetation
screening.
12 Rowlands View, Utkinton – two storey extension
Considered that this property is at the junction of John Street and Bigfield Lane, at which there is a
major visibility issue and vehicles parking on a triangular piece of verge outside this property add to this
problem.
Resolved:
that the Council’s register its concerns that the plans relate to the property but do not
incorporate any information in relation to the creation of off-road parking spaces and as there is a
visibility issue there ought to be a requirement for an access point onto Bigfield Lane from the site as
the site is sufficient for this.
Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – extension and alteration to dwelling
Cllr. Campion declared a personal interest in this item and left the meeting for the discussion and
duration of this item.
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Resolved:
that as the papers had been received after the publication of the agenda, an additional
th
meeting be called for Monday 17 July 2006 to consider this application.
06.07.04
Matters arising
United Utilities
Noted the planning application for works at Fishpool Road is to be considered by the Borough Council
th
Planning Committee on 18 July 2006.
Website development
Noted Mark Fletcher available to develop website until end of August. Agreed information to be sent to
him as soon as possible. Also Cllr. Walters reported on his contact with the Chester Chronicle regarding
future items for publication. Noted these can be prepared and e-mailed and loaded onto the website
Resolved:
that each agenda include an opportunity to identify items for publicity.
Lease – Village Green Two
Noted in hand therefore arrangements for the opening be considered at the September meeting.
06.07.05
Co-option to the Council
Mrs Boyle, present as a member of the public to this point in the meeting left the meeting for the
duration and discussion of this item.
Resolved:
that Mrs Trudy Boyle be co-opted and welcomed to the Council and her completed
declaration of acceptance of office and register of interests documentation be received.
06.07.06
Eaton Primary School
Cllr. M. Stewart gave a brief verbal report on the School which included reference to the number of
pupils on roll, its success in achieving the National Healthy Schools Standard, the various fund raising
activities both for the school and for charities and the support and commitment of the Head Teacher
and his staff. She made specific reference to the current review of school places being undertaken by
Cheshire County Council and its possible impact on the future of the School.
Resolved:
that
a)
Cllr. Stewart be thanked for her report
b)
the progress of the review of school places be monitored in respect of its impact on both Utkinton
and Eaton Primary Schools
06.07.07
Matters of interest reported by Vale Royal Borough Councillor
In response to a query raised at a previous meeting, Cllr. Grimshaw provided examples of allocations
made to various rural groups and organisations under the Borough Council’s Rural Development Fund.
06.07.08
Highways Matters
Highways to be advised of:
the part of Tirley Lane road edge broken away due to parked vehicles;
the vandalism of a number of road name signs in the area; and
amount of small stones from recent road works lying in Quarry Bank at its junction of
John Street creating a slippy surface, particularly for motorcycles.
Noted residents in Quarry Lane expressing concern about the number of cars parking in the road which
are associated with PAM Ltd.
Resolved:
that the owner of PAM Ltd be asked to ensure cars associated with the company are
parked off-road.
06.07.09
Financial Matters
Resolved:
that
a)
the following net payments be made:
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E. Beech
E. Beech
D. S. Wright
D. S. Wright

salary (July & August)
telephone (14 Mar – 13 Jun) / broadband (Apr - Jun)
removal of tree at The Quarry
grass cutting/strimming-Cotebrook village green & play area

Proposed:

b)

Seconded

Cllr. A. Bird

the first quarter financial statement for 2006/07 be received.

06.07.10
Resolved:
1

Cllr. G. Stewart

£ 300.00
£ 21.74
£ 100.00
£ 90.00

Correspondence
that correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed;

Vale Royal BC

15 Jun
30 Jun
21 Jun

Cheshire
Community
Council
Ches. Assoc.
of Local Cls.
Clerks &
Councils
Direct
Chester City
Council

23 Jun

Notice of Adoption of Local Plan First Review on
16 June
Notice of intention to undertake a Landscape
Character Assessment and invitation to a
Stakeholders Workshop – 12 Jul – Northwich
Memorial Hall
Copy of ‘Cheshire Matters’ – June newsletter
Note of Cheshire CC’s interim response to the
Highways Agency proposals re the M6 Study
Further e-mail re Police Community Support
Officers - seeking response re funding
Next meeting of the Vale Royal Police Forum –
rd
Wed. 3 August – Northwich Memorial Hall
Cheshire Rural View – July newsletter

30 Jun

June newsletter

Noted

4 Jul

July edition

Noted

5 Jul

8

P. Moss resident

Various

Local Development Framework – draft
Supplementary Planning Documents – (Affordable
Housing / Telecommunications / re-use of Rural
Buildings / Design for Residential Development)
invitation to comment
Re camper van parking and dispute with Weaver
Vale Housing Trust

9
10

VREN
Ches.& Wirral
Partnership
NHS Trust

10 Jul
8 Jul

2

Cheshire CC

15 Jun
10 Jul

3

Cheshire
Constabulary

28 Jun
30 Jun

4
5
6
7

Spring / Summer newsletter
Consulting on plans to become an NHS
Foundation Trust – article for Parish newsletter
and poster for noticeboard

Noted

Noted / Chair will
attend
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted

Noted
Advise issue is with
Weaver Vale
Housing Trust
Noted
Noted / use
noticeboard

06.07.11
Next Meeting
th
Noted the next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 12 September 2006 at 7.30pm at Cotebrook Village
th
Hall but if there is any urgent business a meeting be held on Tuesday 15 August.
06.07.12
Any Other Business
Consideration of process regarding planning applications received for comment.
Invite Mr R Ellison or Mr M Lynch to the October or November meeting to update members on planning
matters, particularly relating to rural areas.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.15pm
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL
th
on MONDAY 17 JULY 2006 at 6.30pm
Present:

Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chairman)
T. Boyle, B. Campion, L. Foster, G. Stewart, M. Stewart and S. Williamson

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk

06.07a.01
Resolved:

Apologies for Absence
that the apologies for absence received from Cllrs A. Bird and B. Walters be received
and those of Cllr. J. Grimshaw be noted

06.07a.02
Planning Application
Cllr. B. Campion declared an interest regarding the application to be considered.
Considered a planning application for a first floor extension and alterations at Monarchy Hall Farm,
Tirley Lane, Utkinton
Resolved:

that Vale Royal BC be advised the Council has no objections to the planning application.

06.07a.03
Audit
Noted that the external audit of the Council’s 2005/06 accounts had been completed and a ‘clean report’
received.
Resolved:
that the following payment be made:
UHY Hacker Young for the audit of the 2005/06 Annual Return

There being no further business the meeting closed at 6.55pm

-

£50 plus VAT

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON
th

MONDAY 17 JULY 2006 at 6.30pm at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL

AGENDA
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declarations of interest

2.

To consider the following planning application received for comment:
Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – first floor extension
and alterations

3.

To note the outcome of the external audit of the Council’s 2005/06 accounts and
agree payment for the audit

E. Beech
Clerk
12/07/06

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON
th

MONDAY 17 JULY 2006 at 6.30pm at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL

AGENDA
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declarations of interest

2.

To consider the following planning application received for comment:
Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – first floor extension
and alterations

3.

E. Beech
Clerk
12/07/06

To note the outcome of the external audit of the Council’s 2005/06 accounts and
agree payment for the audit

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 15 AUGUST 2006 at 7.30pm at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL

AGENDA
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meetings held on Tuesday 11 July and Monday 17 July 2006
for signature as a correct record (attached)

th

th

///////////////////
3.
Planning matters, including to consider the following planning applications received for
comment:
2 Northbrook Road, Utkinton – double garage
12 Rowlands View, Utkinton – two storey extension
4.

To consider matters arising from the minutes

5.

To consider an application from Mrs Trudy Boyle for co-option to the Council (letter
attached)

6.

To receive a verbal report from Cllr. M. Stewart arising from her School Governor’s role

7.

To consider matters of interest reported by Cllr. Grimshaw, Vale Royal BC

8.

To consider any highways matters

9.

Finance:
a) to agree accounts for payment (details attached)
b) to receive the first quarterly financial statement for 2006/07 (attached)

10.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

11.

To note the next meeting will take place on Tuesday 12 September 2006 at 7.30pm
at Cotebrook Village Hall

12.

Any other business

th

E. Beech
Clerk
05/07/06

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 12 SEPTEMBER 2006 at 7.30pm at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL

AGENDA
PC Rob Fisher, Local Police Officer will attend to report on his role and response to the needs of
the communities of Utkinton and Cotebrook
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meetings held on Tuesday 11 July and Monday 17 July 2006
for signature as a correct record (attached)

3.

Planning matters
a)
to note the decisions made by Vale Royal BC on the following applications:
United Utilities – permitted - letter re liaison group
2 North Brook Rd, Utkinton – double garage – permitted
12 Rowlands View – two storey extension – permitted
The Cottage, Utkinton Lane – single storey rear extension and 3 dormer roof – permitted
Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane – extension and alteration to dwelling – permitted
New Farm, Hollins Hill – single storey extension to garage - refused

th

th

b)
to confirm comments submitted to the following planning applications:
Ludlam Cottage, Quarry Bank – demolition of existing dwelling and erection of replacement
High Billinge Barn, Quarry Bank – conversion of ground floor storage area to living accommodation
4.

To consider matters arising from the minutes

5.

To consider matters of interest reported by Cllr. Grimshaw, Vale Royal BC

6.

To consider any highways matters

7.

To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and
consider any matters arising

8.

Finance:
a) to agree accounts for payment (details attached)
b) to receive the first quarter report of the Internal Auditor

9.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

10.

To agree items for publicity

11.

To note the next meeting will take place on Tuesday 10 October 2006 at 7.30pm
at Utkinton Village Hall

12.

Any other business

th

E. Beech
Clerk
05/09/06

Mike Solari
Richard Ellison / Mark Lynch
2nd quarter financial statement

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL
th
on TUESDAY 12 SEPTEMBER 2006 at 7.30pm
Present:

Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chairman)
A. Bird, T. Boyle, B. Campion, G. Stewart, M. Stewart, B. Walters and S.
Williamson

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk
Cllr. J. Grimshaw, Vale Royal BC
15 members of the public (to the end of PC Fisher’s input)
1 member of the public
PC R. Fisher, local Officer, Cheshire Police

Standing Orders were suspended to enable the following information and discussion to take place.
PC Fisher outlined his background and experience and his current role as the local Officer for Utkinton
parish in the context of local policing in Cheshire and made available a newsletter which included
contact details
PC Fisher noted the current main concern of the community relating to arson incidents involving mainly
hedges in the parish and surrounding areas, confirming there had been 24 incidents reported. He gave
relevant details regarding the level and type of Police response to these, including increased resources
allocated and higher vigilance and stressed the importance of information coming from the community.
Questions and comments were then invited. Matters raised included:
Pattern - times and type of incidents
Liaison with the Fire Service
Raising awareness, including Press reports
Availability of CCTV to be temporarily sited at local properties
Importance of community input, including good Homewatch schemes
Concern about inability to contact Police – lines busy and perceived lack of support
to enable an incident to be reported
Importance of reporting incidents and obtaining an incident number.
PC Fisher emphasised how crucial is the information provided to him by the local community.
The Chairman thanked the members of the public for their contribution and PC Fisher for his input. He
invited him to attend future meetings in support of the Council’s commitment to enabling regular liaison
with Cheshire Police. It was agreed the Parish Council would produce and distribute a leaflet to raise
awareness and provide contact details to report incidents.
Standing Orders resumed at 8.15pm.
06.09.01
Resolved:

Apologies for Absence
that the apology for absence received from Cllr. L. Foster, be received.

06.09.02
Resolved:

Minutes
th
th
that the minutes of the meeting held on 11 July 2006 and 17 July 2006 be agreed and
signed as a correct record.

06.09.03
Planning
a)
Noted the following decisions made by Vale Royal BC on recent planning applications:
United Utilities – permitted – noted letter received from Mr Baines, the Project Co-ordinator regarding his wish
to set up a working group involving the community and inviting one of the Parish Councils to be involved.
Resolved:
that, subject to any differing view from Delamere Parish Council, this Council take the lead in
involvement in the setting up of the working group proposed and the residents be contacted regarding
progressing this
2 North Brook Rd, Utkinton – double garage – permitted
12 Rowlands View – two storey extension – permitted
The Cottage, Utkinton Lane – single storey rear extension and 3 dormer roof – permitted
Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane – extension and alteration to dwelling – permitted
Ludlam Cottage, Quarry Bank – demolition of existing building and erection of replacement - permitted

1

New Farm, Hollins Hill – single storey extension to garage - refused
b)
re: comments submitted on planning applications since the last meeting
Resolved:
that the comments made to Vale Royal BC on the following applications, be confirmed:
Ludlam Cottage, Quarry Bank – demolition of existing building and erection of replacement
- the Council registered its objections to the application on the grounds of the scale and size of
the proposed development and gave the following reasons:
the replacement dwelling proposed would not be in keeping with
adjacent properties;
Quarry Bank is a relatively steep hill and all the neighbouring properties on this
high position are of a design and height (i.e. are single storey or cottage-style low
properties) so that the skyline is not broken, this development may break the
skyline; and
this development will turn a well-blended in, single storey property into an
‘intrusive property’ due to its high position
High Billinge Barn, Quarry Bank – conversion of ground floor storage area to living accommodation
the Council submitted no objections to the application but requested that possible
loss of amenity for the neighbouring property is taken into account when the
glazing of any overlooking windows is determined.
c)

Vale Royal BC Building Control be asked to check that the work being undertaken to create a
front vehicle access to 12 Rowlands View meets Highways requirements.

d)

Pigsnook – concerns regarding the commercial activity at this property and correspondence by a
resident with Vale Royal BC on the matter. Noted the property is for sale so the matter to be kept
under review.
th

06.09.04
Matters arising (from 11 July meeting)
Website development
Resolved:
that the progress of the website be reported to the next meeting
Lease – Village Green Two
Noted draft lease agreed and being signed for return to United Utilities to complete. United Utilities are
st
to contribute to the legal fees from which the rent charge of £50 per year for 2 years from 1 November
2006 will be deducted. Considered arrangements for the opening of the Green.
Resolved:
that
a)
Cllr. Campion to contact Steve Ashworth for the equipment be purchased and installed
th
b)
the opening be held on Saturday 28 October and Mrs Mary Carter be invited to perform the opening
c)
relevant United Utilities officers and the local community be invited to attend
d)
Cllr. Walters to arrange publicity and Cllrs. Boyle, M. Stewart and Williamson to arrange light
refreshments
e)
the Clerk to contact Mr. Wright to cut the grass and carry out any necessary other maintenance work
f)
All arrangements to be finalised at the next meeting.
06.09.05
Matters of interest reported by Vale Royal Borough Councillor
No matters to report.
06.09.06
Highways Matters
Highways to be advised of:
road edge damage to Oulton Mill Lane and the possibility of a weight restriction being
considered due to the number of HGVs or similar large vehicles using the road;
the street light outside West View in Tirley Lane is still not functioning
blocked drain in Tirley Lane near School
Noted work undertaken on Northgate steps following request from Parish Council.

2

Noted concerns regarding difficulties being caused by a flat bed lorry being parked in Quarry Bank,
opposite the Tirley Lane junction.
Resolved:
that the owner be advised of the inappropriateness of parking a large vehicle on the
highway thereby causing some road safety concerns
06.09.07
The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections
Cllr. G. Stewart reported on his recent inspections, with specific reference to:
Quarry – needing annual pruning back and weeds treatment for walkway
Greens – need weed treatment, including hard-standing area – one of benches is broken but will
be repaired
06.09.08
Financial Matters
Resolved:
that
a)
the following net payments be made:
E. Beech
salary
nd
HM Revenue & Customs
PAYE (2 quarter)
E. Beech
travel (Jun-Aug)
E. Beech
postages (Jun-Aug)
Vale Royal BC rent of land – Cotebrook Green
Proposed:

b)

Cllr. Walters

Seconded

£
£
£
£
£

51.00
99.00
34.00
9.43
50.00

Cllr. M. Stewart

the first quarter statement of the Internal Auditor for 2006/07 be received and it be noted there are
no anomalies or areas of concern.

06.09.09
Resolved:
1

Correspondence
that correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed;

Vale Royal
BC

28 Jul
11 Aug

2

Cheshire
CC

3

Cheshire
Police
Authority

4
5

ENCAMS
Cheshire
Community
Council

6

Cheshire
Assoc. of
Local Cls.

7

Royal
Liverpool

14 Aug
16 Aug
2 Sep
26 Jul
26 Jul
14 Aug
1 Sep
8 Sep
25 Jul
17 Aug
18 Aug
24 Aug
9 Aug
31 Aug

Consultation on the Statement of Principles setting out how
applications for licensing gambling activities will be dealt with
th
– response by 29 Sept.
Access information re Inspector’s Report on the Council’s
Statement of Community Involvement – Planning
Parish Councils’ Tree Planting Scheme
Mayor’s Charity Walk – 17 September
Timetable of Council meetings 2006/07
Copy of ‘Cheshire Matters’ – July newsletter
th
th
‘Step into Cheshire’ walks programme – 16 – 24 Sept
Programme for Cheshire’s Rural Touring Network
Local Transport Plan Delivery report for period 2001/06
Invitation to one of several Community Engagement events
regarding Council priorities
st
Vale Royal Police Forum meeting – 1 November – Tarporley
Vale Royal Forum newsletter
Update re police reform and protective services
Advert for Independent Members of the Police Authority
Copy of ‘Local Environmental Quality’ guide for parish councils
th
Notice of AGM – 5 October – 7.30pm – Tattenhall

12 Aug
24 Jul
24 Jul

Cheshire Village Quiz – entry form
Details of 2006 training sessions
th
Notice of Annual Meeting – 12 October – Middlewich – 7pm
and invitation to submit motion/s

30 Aug
2 Sep

September newsletter
th
Agenda – Vale Royal Area meeting – 14 Sept – Wyvern
House – 7pm
Consultation on becoming a Foundation Trust

4 Aug

3

Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Cllr.
Walters to
attend
Noted
Noted
Chairman
and Clerk
to attend
Noted
Noted
Noted

8
9
10
11
12
13

Children’s
NHS Trust
Sustainabl
e Cheshire
Forum
K. Bowers
Mrs M
Carter
NW Air
Ambulance
Clerks &
Councils
Direct
Ches &
Warr. Impr.
Prog.

20 Aug

Summer newsletter

Noted

22 Aug

Copies of correspondence with VRBC re Pigsnook, Northgate

11 Sep
8 Sep

Offer to purchase some English bluebell bulbs to be planted in
Quarry Wood
Request for donation

Noted
Agreed,
with thanks
Not agreed

8 Sep

September newsletter

Noted

8 Sep

Invitation to ‘Building on Success’ Partnership Working
th
Conference on 27 September at Portal Gold Club

Noted

06.09.10
Publicity
Resolved:
that Cllr. Walters draw up, in consultation with the Chairman, a publicity article for the
Chester Chronicle to include reference to the Police input to this meeting and the opening of the Village
Green.
06.09.11
Next Meeting
th
Noted the next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 10 October 2006 at 7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall
06.09.12

Any Other Business

Received a copy of the Cotebrook / A49 Highway Action Group update and noted expected installation
of a mandatory 40mph speed restriction soon.
The Chairman reported he had attended a recent meeting of Tarporley Parish Council at which a
decision had been made to progress the recruitment of a Police Community Support Officer under the
current scheme. Noted need to keep under review the impact of this on neighbouring communities.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.05pm
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UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 10 OCTOBER 2006 at 7.30pm at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL

AGENDA
Mike Solari, Streetcare Manager, Vale Royal BC has accepted the invitation to attend to report
on his role and on the Borough Council’s response to the needs of the communities of Utkinton
and Cotebrook in his area of work
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meetings held on Tuesday 12 September 2006
for signature as a correct record (attached)

3.

Planning matters, including to note the decision made by Vale Royal BC on the following
application:
High Billinge Barn, Quarry Bank – conversion of ground floor storage area to living accommodation
- permitted

4.

To consider matters arising from the minutes

5.

To consider matters of interest reported by Cllr. Grimshaw, Vale Royal BC

6.

To consider any highways matters, including ‘Quiet Lanes’

7.

To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and
consider any matters arising

8.

To consider recent correspondence on the Affordable Housing report prepared by Vale
Royal BC (attached)

9.

Finance:
a) to agree accounts for payment (details attached)
nd
b) to receive the 2 quarter financial statement (attached)

10.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

11.

To consider the progress of the website

12.

To agree items for publicity

13.

To note the next meeting will take place on Tuesday 14 November 2006 at 7.30pm
at Cotebrook Village Hall (Richard Ellison or Mark Lynch from Vale Royal BC Planning will
attend)

14.

To confirm the dates of meetings for the remainder of the Council year:
th
th
th
Tuesdays:
9 January / 13 February / 13 March
th
th
10 April (Easter Tuesday) or 17 April (inc. Annual Parish Meeting)
th
th
8 or 16 May (inc. Annual General Meeting)
Any other business

15.

th

th

E. Beech
Clerk
04/10/06

Richard Ellison / Mark Lynch – November 06
Richard Flood – Highways – February 07

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL
th
on TUESDAY 10 OCTOBER 2006 at 7.30pm
Present:

Cllrs. A. Bird (Chairman)
T. Boyle, L. Foster, G. Stewart and S. Williamson

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk
Cllr. J. Grimshaw, Vale Royal BC
M. Solari – Streetcare Manager, Vale Royal BC (initial item only)

Mike Solari outlined the role of his Streetcare Services, referring to the current SMYLE campaign, to the
changes which have been made over the last couple of years to improve and extend street cleansing
services to include all areas of the Borough and his personal commitment to improvement.
Questions and comments were then invited. Matters raised included:
Re-cycling – extension of the plastic waste collection service
Re-cycling – occasional evidence of the paper collection not being complete so some
is strewn around afterwards – MS encouraged that these incidents be reported
Levels of fly tipping
MS highlighted the freephone tel. no. and the online facilities for reporting fly tipping and street care
concerns – 0800 435199
Litter including:
Community litter picks (MS confirmed his offer of resources in a Litter Pick Pack to
support these)
concerns about additional litter after Oulton Park events (MS reported working with
owners of the Park about this and other matters)
MS advised that car owners reported to be throwing litter out can be issued with warning letters and
with the development of litter, fly tipping, etc being more and more viewed as anti-social behaviour,
other options for prevention and challenge are being explored.
MS invited the Council to alert him to any areas which might need additional attention from the
Streetcare Services.
The Chairman thanked Mr Solari for his attendance and input.
06.10.01
Resolved:

Apologies for Absence
that the apologies for absence submitted by Cllrs. B. Campion, A. Dahill, M. Stewart and
B. Walters be received.

06.10.02
Resolved:

Minutes
th
that the minutes of the meeting held on 12 September 2006 be agreed and signed as a
correct record.

06.10.03
Planning
a)
Noted Vale Royal BC has permitted the following application:
High Billinge Barn, Quarry Bank - conversion of storage area on the ground floor into living accommodation
b)

re: United Utilities, Fishpool Lane – noted main work on site commences in November and residents
liaison group being established. Cllr. Grimshaw wishes to attend the first meeting and agreed someone
from the Council should also attend.

c)

Re 12 Rowlands View – noted Vale Royal BC are investigating the detail of the front vehicular
access being created as it does not appear to be in accordance with the permitted plans

06.10.04
Matters arising
Lease – Village Green Two
Noted signed lease now received.
Resolved:
that the Clerk complete the necessary documentation to submit the Stamp Duty Land
Taxation (SDLT) form and to register the lease with the Land Registry

1

Re: the official opening of the Green
Noted additional funds are needed to purchase suitable, static equipment to site at the Green
Resolved:
that
a)
the official opening of the Green be postponed to Spring 2007
b)
the Clerk prepare information for the next meeting regarding funding sources to enable the
purchase of a set of junior football posts and net, a basketball stand and hoop and picnic benches
06.10.05
Matters of interest reported by Vale Royal Borough Councillor
Cllr. Grimshaw highlighted a number of current developments and achievements in Vale Royal
06.10.06
Highways Matters
Considered the Quiet Lanes Initiative and noted pilot scheme in place with the support of the County
Council in Macclesfield Forest. Noted this could be raised with Richard Flood, Area Highways Senior
Officer who has accepted the invitation to attend the February meeting.
06.10.07
The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections.
06.10.08
Affordable Housing Report
Some concerns expressed regarding the Report which has not been well written. Noted amendments
th
agreed at the special meeting on 15 May had been incorporated in the latest edition of the Report.
Resolved:
that
a)
the Report as now amended be agreed;
b)
advice be sought on publication arrangements for the Executive Summary and what action
should be taken next; and
c)
an introductory paragraph and a concluding statement be added to the Executive Summary
before publication
06.10.09
Financial Matters
Resolved:
that
a)
the following net payments be made:
E. Beech
salary
E. Beech
telephone (14/6-13/9) & Broadband (Jul-Sep)
Rushton Parish Council
office stationery
Moulton Parish Council
printer repair (shared cost)
Royal British Legion
poppy wreath
Utkinton Village Hall
hire of hall for 5 meetings (Apr-Oct)
Proposed:
Cllr. Bird
Seconded
Cllr. Stewart
b)
c)

£ 150.00
£ 15.15
£ 40.19
£ 10.00
£ 25.00
£ 75.00

nd

the 2 quarter financial statement for 2006/07 be received
noted receipt of cheque for £300 from United Utilities as a donation towards the Councils’ costs
regarding the lease for Cotebrook Green Two

06.10.10
Correspondence
Resolved:
that
a)
correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed;
b)
Bron Kerrigan, Parish Plans Development Officer be invited to attend the January meeting to
advise on the production of a Parish Plan for Utkinton
1

Vale Royal BC

30 Sep
2 Oct
7 Oct

2

Cheshire CC

15 Sep
20 Sep

3

Cheshire
Comm. Council

18 Sep
21 Sep

Planning System – Sustainability Appraisal Scoping
Report – consultation
Summary of Accounts 2005/06
th
Notice of Rural Area meeting – 26 October – 7pm –
Tarporley
Copy of ‘Cheshire Matters’ – September newsletter
Notice of details of the advertising bus shelter contract for
Cheshire
Cheshire Rural View – September edition
Re: Parish Plans – offer to address the Council

2

Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Invite

4

Cheshire
Assoc. of Local
Cls.

25 Sep

5

Chester City
Council

18 Sep
&
20 Sep
21 Sep

Notice of visit of South Petherton Youth Parish Council to
give a briefing re engaging with the wider community –
th
Thursday 19 October – 7pm – Woodford Lodge
Professional Centre
Planning System - Sustainability Appraisal Scoping
Report/Supplementary Planning Document:
Affordable Housing
Acknowledgement of the Parish Council’s comments
submitted on the draft Planning System – Statement of
Community Involvement - UPC comments included in final
copy

Noted
Noted

Noted

06.10.11
Website development
Noted with concern some lack of progress on website development as have only received basic outline
of the ‘look’ of the site.
Resolved:
that the Clerk chase appropriate progress.
06.10.12
Publicity
Considered need for more regular publicity in the Chester Chronicle supported by publishing minutes
on an accessible noticeboard in the villages in line with their eventual accessibility on the website.
Resolved:
that
a)
the Clerk draft a list of key items for submission to the Chronicle
b)
Vale Royal BC be asked regarding the availability of another noticeboard for siting possibly at
Rose Farm
06.10.13
Next Meeting
th
Noted the next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 14 November 2006 at 7.30pm at Cotebrook Village Hall.
An Officer from the Planning Department, Vale Royal BC will attend.
06.10.14
Resolved:

Dates of Meetings from January 2007
that the following dates of meetings from January 2007 to the end of the Council year be
confirmed:
th
th
th
Tuesdays
9 January / 13 February / 13 March
th
17 April (inc. Annual Parish Meeting)
th
15 May (inc. Annual General Meeting)

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.05pm
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UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON
TUESDAY 21

ST

NOVEMBER 2006 at 7.30pm at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL

AGENDA
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meetings held on Tuesday 10 October 2006
for signature as a correct record (attached)

3.

Planning matters, including:
to consider the following applications received for comment:
Chapel Cottage, Tarporley Road, Cotebrook – new vehicle access
Tirley End, Heaths Lane, Cotebrook – erection of single storey oak framed games room

4.

To consider matters arising from the minutes, including:
grant funding for play equipment at Cotebrook Green
Affordable Housing report update
website development

5.

To consider matters of interest reported by Cllr. Grimshaw, Vale Royal BC

6.

To consider any highways matters

7.

To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and
consider any matters arising

8.

Finance:
a) to agree accounts for payment (details attached)
b) to receive the second quarter report of the Internal Auditor

9.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

10.

To agree items for publicity

11.

To note the next meeting will take place on Tuesday 12 December 2006 at 7.30pm
at Utkinton Village Hall

12.

Any other business

th

th

E. Beech
Clerk
14/11/06

Richard Ellison / Mark Lynch – March 07 ??????
Richard Flood – Highways – February 07 (inc. Quiet Lanes)
Bron Kerrigan – Cheshire Community Council – January 2007
Phil Sanders – audit – to present accounts – 15th May meeting

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL
st
on TUESDAY 21 NOVEMBER 2006 at 7.30pm
Present:

Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chairman)
T. Boyle, G. Stewart, M. Stewart, B. Walters and S. Williamson

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk

The Chairman apologised for the meeting having to be put back to this evening and thanked all for their
cooperation.
06.11.01
Resolved:

Apologies for Absence
that the apologies for absence submitted by Cllrs. A. Bird, B. Campion and L. Foster, and
be received and by Cllr. J. Grimshaw (Vale Royal BC) be noted

06.11.02
Resolved:

Minutes
th
that the minutes of the meeting held on 10 October 2006 be agreed and signed as a
correct record.

06.11.03
Resolved:
a)
re:

Planning
that the following comments on applications received, be sent to Vale Royal BC:
Chapel Cottage, Tarporley Road, Cotebrook – new vehicle access
- it is understood that, on basis of the level of danger caused by an access onto A49
the owner was permitted to create an access by a lengthy driveway from Oulton Mill
Lane – the danger identified at that point in time has not decreased and can be
evidenced as having increased so it would be a higher risk than previous;
- Highway safety on this stretch of A49 is of significant local concern – additional traffic
for the Cotebrook Shire Horse Centre due to its popularity and growth is causing
additional hazards and therefore heightening accident risk in that area;
- the stretch of road where the new access is proposed slopes downhill from the bend by
the junction with Stable Lane, a notorious black spot for accidents and near misses;
- the Borough Council’s Policy Objective 2.2 – ‘to promote development that reduces
risks to life’ may be compromised;
- it is presumed Cheshire Highways are being requested to carry out an assessment of
the proposal as they are continually looking at ways to reduce danger on this stretch
of road;
- it is hoped account will be taken of safety concerns received from residents living on
or near this stretch of road (information provided to the A49 Action Group);
- notwithstanding the above, if the Borough Council decides to permit the proposed
new access then it is strongly recommended that the permanent closure of the
existing unused access should be a condition of the permission.

b)

re: Tirley End, Heaths Lane, Cotebrook – erection of single storey oak framed games room
- no objections to the proposals, however, on the basis of the significant size and the
materials being used for construction of the building proposed, the Council strongly
recommends that a condition / conditions is /are placed on the permission that
make/s it clear no permission will be granted in the future for any conversion to a
residential property and as and when the building is no longer used for the purpose
for which it is permitted it is removed or demolished.

Noted correspondence received from Vale Royal BC advising that an investigation is being carried out
to determine whether planning regulations have been contravened with regard to improvements at
Luddington Hill Farm, Luddington Hill, Cotebrook
06.11.04
Matters arising
Grant funding for play equipment at Village Green Two
Resolved:
that the Clerk draft an Awards for All application for funding for the next meeting, to add
to the money received from United Utilities

1

Affordable Housing Report
Resolved:
that
a)
the Chairman will write an introductory paragraph and conclusion for the Executive Summary, to
include the Council’s decision that the need for Affordable Housing, as evidenced from the
consultation, is insufficient to proceed;
b)
a covering letter will include the opportunity to comment on the outcomes and identify any
demand for a public meeting;
c)
consider how the Summary is to be distributed and made available, at the December meeting
Website
Noted Clerk in contact with Officer developing website.
United Utilities – Fishpool Road
Resolved:
that the Chairman attend any meeting with residents and United Utilities; Cllr. Boyle
attend if the Chairman is unavailable.
06.11.05
Highways
Resolved:
that Highways be requested to repair the numerous potholes along Utkinton Road
between Wood Lane and Fishers Green
06.11.06
The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections and noted no immediate action needed.
06.11.07
Financial Matters
Resolved:
that
a)
the following net payments be made:
E. Beech
salary
K. Billington
cutting grass at The Quarry and High Billinge pit
D. S. Wright
grounds maintenance at Cotebrook Green 21/7-16/10
Phil Sanders
internal audit – April to September
Proposed:
Cllr. Walters
Seconded
Cllr. Boyle
b)

nd

the 2 quarter statement of the Internal Auditor for 2006/07 be received and it be noted there are
no anomalies or areas of concern.

06.11.08
Resolved:
1

Correspondence
that correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed;

Vale Royal
BC

11 Oct
20 Oct
25 Oct
7 Nov
14 Nov

2

£ 150.00
£ 80.00
£ 165.00
£ 15.00

Cheshire CC
25 Oct
27 Oct
7 Nov
15 Nov

3

Cheshire
Police

5

Ch. Assoc.
of Loc. Coun

21 Oct
21 Oct
16 Nov
8 Nov
8 Nov

Planning System:
Notice of adoption of Statement of Community Involvement
28/9/06 &
Copy of Local Plan First Review Alteration
Buildings at Risk Strategy – re monitoring listed buildings
Parish Conference – consultation on its format, content,
audience, etc
Information re Free Orchard Tree grant 06-07
Copies of Statement of Accounts 2005/06 and Corporate
Plan 2006/09
October & November editions of ‘Cheshire Matters’
Winter gritting routes leaflet
Notice of Adoption of the Statement of Community
Involvement
Agenda for Police Forum - 1/11 – Tarporley
Policing Objectives consultation pro-forma
Copy of the Forum newsletter
November newsletter
2007 training dates

2

Noted
Noted
Noted
Submit
comments
Noted info.
on n-boards
Noted
Noted
Distributed
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted

6
7

Countryside
Alliance
Chester City
Council

7 Nov

7 Nov

Planning System:
Consultation on draft Supplementary Planning documents
on:
Telecommunications development
Re-use of rural buildings
Notice of publication of draft Kelsall Landscape and Design
Statement
November edition

7 Nov

Autumn 2006 newsletter

13 Oct

23 Oct
9
10

Clerks &
Councils
Direct
Cheshire
Co. Playing
Fields
Assoc.

Re support for the future of Post Offices

Noted

Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted

06.11.09
Publicity
No items at present but note to use for Affordable Housing at the appropriate time.
06.11.10
Next Meeting
Noted the next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 12 December 2006 at 7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall.
06.11.11
Any Other Business
Cotebrook Water Treatment Plant
Noted residents’ concerns regarding obnoxious odours emanating form the plant had been reported to
United Utilities to investigate and take any relevant action.
Eaton School
th
Cllr. M. Stewart reported that information was expected to be available on 30 November as to whether
consultation on the future of the School was to be undertaken.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.35pm
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UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 12 DECEMBER 2006 at 7.00pm at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL

AGENDA
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 21 November 2006
for signature as a correct record (attached)

3.

Planning matters, including:
update re Luddington Hill Farm

4.

To consider matters arising from the minutes, including:
Awards for All grant application for play equipment
Affordable Housing – consider distribution and availability
website development

5.

To consider matters of interest reported by Cllr. Grimshaw, Vale Royal BC

6.

To consider any highways matters

7.

To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and
consider any matters arising

8.

Finance:
a) to agree accounts for payment (details attached)
b) to consider a first draft of the 2007/08 budget (to be tabled)

9.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

10.

To agree items for publicity

11.

To note the next meeting will take place on Tuesday 9 January 2007 at 7.30pm
at Cotebrook Village Hall
Bron Kerrigan, Parish Plans Development Officer will attend at 7.30pm

12.

Any other business

st

th

E. Beech
Clerk
06/12/06

Richard Ellison / Mark Lynch – March 07
Richard Flood – Highways – February 07 (inc. Quiet Lanes)
Bron Kerrigan – Cheshire Community Council – January 2007
Phil Sanders – audit – to present accounts – 15th May meeting
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement
Jan – donations – Church, others?
April - APM

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL
th
on TUESDAY 12 DECEMBER 2006 at 7.30pm
Present:

Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chairman)
T. Boyle, B. Campion, L. Foster, G. Stewart, M. Stewart, B. Walters and S.
Williamson

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk
Cllr. J. Grimshaw (Vale Royal BC)

06.12.01
None.

Apologies for Absence

06.12.02
Resolved:

Minutes
st
that the minutes of the meeting held on 21 November 2006 be agreed and signed as a
correct record.

06.12.03
Planning
a)
Re: Luddington Hill Farm, Cotebrook
Noted further correspondence received from Vale Royal BC giving an update on action being taken
regarding property conversions at this address.
b)
Re: Charlotte Rose House, John Street
Noted alterations and extensions to this property in the neighbouring parish concerns regarding size of
building and access to site.
Resolved:
that Chester City Council as the relevant Planning Authority, be asked why Utkinton
Parish Council has not been consulted on this application
c)
Re: United Utilities, Fishpool Road
Cllr. Boyle reported on her visit with some local residents to the site to view progress. She reported that
residents were relatively satisfied with United Utilities liaison arrangements and with how the work is
progressing. Noted that members of the Parish Council are invited to visit at a later date.
06.12.04
Matters arising
Grant funding for play equipment at Village Green Two
Resolved:
that the draft Awards for All application for funding be agreed for completion and
submission by the Clerk.
Affordable Housing Report
Resolved:
that the distribution of the Summary be considered when it is completed.
Website
Noted website development will be progressed in January.
06.12.05
Matters of interest reported by Cllr Grimshaw (Vale Royal BC)
Cllr. Grimshaw reported on a number of Borough Council projects and developments in progress or
completed.
06.12.06
Highways
Resolved:
that
a)
the following potholes be reported:
Tirley Lane – a deep pothole on right hand side of road near Hunters Tryst
Northgate – pothole at the bottom of Northgate near its junction with John Street / near
the post box
Hall Lane – road edge deterioration on right before the bend near Hall Lane Cottage on
left if come from Utkinton Road
Quarry Bank – road surface breaking up near Kowhai Cottage which is opposite Quarry
Bank Cottage
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b)

County Cllr. Needham be informed that Richard Flood, Area Highways Engineer will be attending
the February meeting.

06.12.07
The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections and noted no immediate action needed but
he will talk to Mr Wright re some pruning.
06.12.08
Financial Matters
Resolved:
that
a)
the following net payments be made:
E. Beech
salary
E. Beech
travel (Sept – Nov)
E. Beech
postages (Sept – Nov)
Mrs K. Dahill
reimbursement for plants for the Shrine
rd
Post Office Ltd (HMRC) 3 quarter PAYE
Proposed:
Cllr. Walters
Seconded
Cllr. Boyle
b)

£
£
£
£
£

51.00
28.80
10.46
23.82
47.00

the first draft budget for 2007/08 be received and the final budget be agreed at the January
meeting.

06.12.09
Correspondence
Resolved:
that
a)
correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed;
b)
an expression if interest in using the Speed Indicator Devices be logged and the offers by Cllrs.
Boyle and G. Stewart to be trained on the use of the equipment be accepted with thanks.
1
2

Vale Royal BC
Cheshire CC

4 Dec
4 Dec

3

Cheshire Community
Council
Mid Cheshire
Footpath Society
Mary Carter

4
5

Noted
See above

27 Nov

Copy of ‘Environmental Projects – Annual Review’
Information re Speed Indicator Devices for use by
local communities
Cheshire Rural View - November Newsletter

6 Dec

Walks programme – January to June 2007

Noted

4 Dec

Letter of thanks re planting of bluebells and
Christmas and New Year good wishes

Noted

Noted

06.12.10
Publicity
No items at present but Affordable Housing and the website will be suitable topics.
06.12.11
Next Meeting
th
Noted the next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 9 January 2007 at 7.30pm at Cotebrook Village Hall.
Bron Kerrigan, Parish Plans Development Officer, Cheshire Community Council will attend at 7.30pm.
06.12.12
Any Other Business
Eaton School
Cllr. M. Stewart reported that consultation with regard to future education provision in this area is
expected to take place from February/March 2007. It is hoped that the quality of both local primary
schools will be recognised during this process.
Resignation
Cllr. Campion submitted his verbal resignation from the Parish Council in the light of his move from the
village. The Chairman expressed the thanks of the Council to him for his major contributions both as a
Member and when in the position of Chairman.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.35pm
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UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 9 JANUARY 2007 at 7.30pm at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL

AGENDA
Bron Kerrigan, Parish Plans Development Officer, Cheshire Community Council will attend at the
beginning of the meeting to support the Council’s discussion regarding the development of a
Parish Plan for Utkinton
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 12 December 2006
for signature as a correct record (attached)

3.

Planning matters, including:
a)
to consider the following planning applications:
Hillside House, Utkinton Lane – detached garage and games room (re-submission)
Southley, Quarry Bank – single storey kitchen extension
Yew Tree Farm, Fishers Green – demolition and rebuild of end outrigger to form shower room
and kitchen
b)
to note decisions by Vale Royal BC on the following applications:
Chapel Cottage, Tarporley Road – new vehicle access – Permitted, with conditions
Tirley End, Heaths lane – erection of single storey oak framed games room - Permitted, with
conditions

4.

To consider matters arising from the minutes

5.

To receive Cllr. Campion’s resignation and consider any necessary action with regard to
the consequent vacancy

6.

To consider any matters of interest to be reported by Cllr. Grimshaw, Vale Royal BC

7.

To consider any highways matters

8.

To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and
consider any matters arising

9.

Finance:
a) to agree accounts for payment (details attached)
rd
b) to receive the 3 quarter financial statement for 2006/07 (attached)
c) to agree the 2007/08 budget, including setting the precept (draft 2 attached)

10.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

11.

To agree items for publicity

12.

To note the next meeting will take place on Tuesday 13 February 2007 at 7.30pm
at Utkinton Village Hall
Richard Flood, Area Traffic Engineer, Cheshire County Council will attend at 7.30pm

13.

Any other business

th

th

E. Beech - Clerk
02/01/07

Richard Flood – Feb 07
Richard Ellison / Mark Lynch – March 07

Phil Sanders – audit – to present accounts – 15th May meeting ????????
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement
Feb –
donations – Church, others?
April – APM
Visit to UU site, Fishpool Road

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL
th
on TUESDAY 9 JANUARY 2007 at 7.30pm
Present:

Cllrs. A. Bird (Chairman)
T. Boyle, L. Foster, G. Stewart, M. Stewart, B. Walters and S. Williamson

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk
Bron Kerrigan – Parish Plans Development Officer, Cheshire Community Council
(initial item only)

Bron Kerrigan outlined the history of Parish Planning, the purpose, benefits, content, timescale, funding
support for, and the production of a Parish Plan. Noted this would be a community project developed
by a Steering Group chaired independently of the Parish Council but working collaboratively with the
Council and with representation on it. A Parish Plan is the community’s vision for the parish, produced
following extensive consultation with the community and would include a researched and evidenced
Action Plan for an Implementation Group to progress.
Received copies of written guidance on Parish Planning and noted availability of Cheshire Community
Council Officer support throughout.
Noted that a Plan may include ‘Planning’ as an area to be investigated but contact with Vale Royal BC
regarding its adoption as Supplementary Planning Guidance or the production of a Vision Design
Statement was advised.
Questions and comments were then invited and responded to.
The Chairman thanked Bron for her attendance and input.
Resolved:
that action to start the process for the preparation a Parish Plan be taken and
approaches to secure community engagement in the process be considered at the next meeting.

07.01.01
Resolved:

Apologies for Absence
that the apology for absence submitted by Cllr. A. Dahill be received

07.01.02
Resolved:

Minutes
th
that the minutes of the meeting held on 12 December 2006 be agreed and signed as a
correct record.

07.01.03
Planning
a)
Considered planning applications received for comment
Resolved:
that the following comments be submitted to Vale Royal BC:
Re: Hillside House, Utkinton Lane – detached garage and games room
No objections but materials used should be in keeping with the existing property
Re: Southley, Quarry Bank – single storey kitchen extensions
No objections but materials used should be in keeping with the existing property
Re: Yew Tree Farm, Fishers Green – demolition and rebuild of end outrigger to form shower and kitchen
Cllr. Williamson declared a personal interest but took no part in the discussion
No objections but materials used should be in keeping with the existing property
b) Noted the following applications permitted by Vale Royal BC but including conditions identified by the
Parish Council:
Chapel Cottage, Tarporley Road, Cotebrook – new vehicle access
Tirley End, Heaths Lane – single storey oak framed games room
c) Re: Charlotte Rose House, John Street
Noted Chester City Council Planning has advised that no application appears to have been made for
any development at this property therefore they will carry out further investigation.

1

07.01.04
Matters arising
Eaton School (06.12.12)
Noted the County Council’s initial consultation with stakeholders is to be held at Oulton Park on the
th
afternoon of 30 January to which Head Teachers and representatives of Governing Bodies have been
invited.
07.01.05
Resignation
Resolved:
that
a) Cllr. Campion’s resignation given verbally at the last meeting be formally received and a letter of
appreciation for his contribution to the Parish be sent
b) In light of the timescale for Parish elections no action be taken to fill the vacancy at this point in time
07.01.06
Highways
Resolved:
that the identified faults and issues be reported to Cheshire Highways and United
Utilities, as required.
07.01.07
The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections and noted pruning requirements being
discussed with contractor.
07.01.08
Financial Matters
Resolved:
that
a)
the following net payments be made:
E. Beech
salary
E. Beech
tel calls (14/9/06-12/12/06) & Broadband (Oct-Dec)
Cotebrook Village Hall use of hall for Parish Council meetings in 2006
rd

b)

the 3 quarter statement for 2006/07 be received.

c)

the budget for 2007/08, including a precept of £4,358 be agreed.

07.01.09
Resolved:
1

Correspondence
that correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed

Vale Royal BC

4 Dec
21 Dec

2

Cheshire CC

15 Dec
16 Dec
29 Dec

3

Cheshire Police
Authority

6 Dec

4

Chester City
Council

22 Dec

5

Cheshire
Community
Council
Clerks &
Councils Direct

4 Jan
5 Jan

6

£ 150.00
£ 17.57
£ 75.00

5 Jan

Notice of next Area Meetings dates, including the
th
Rural Area meeting – Thursday 15 February at 7pm
at St Johns Church Hall, Hartford
Notice of Borough’s Annual Parish Conference –
th
Wed. 28 February at Wyvern House, Winsford – 6pm
(buffet from 5pm)
Information on outcome of Corporate Senior
Management Re-structuring
‘Cheshire Matters’ – December
Notice of County Council’s Annual Town & Parish
th
Conference – Wed. 14 March – 7.30pm (light
refreshments from 6pm)
Notice of meetings of the Vale Royal Police Forum for
th
2007/08 – next meeting Wed. 17 January – 7pm –
Community Centre, Frodsham
Notice that the Council has adopted it Statement of
Community Involvement following a Government
Inspector finding it ‘sound’
Community Pride Competition 2006 Review brochure
and notice of 2007 entry information
RSCP Community Safety Challenge – project funding
January edition and Councils’ Yearbook
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Noted
Consider at
next meeting
Noted
Noted
Consider at
next meeting
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted

07.01.10
Publicity
No specific items but Parish Plan developments in the future.
07.01.11
Next Meeting
th
Noted the next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 13 February 2007 at 7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall.
Richard Flood, Area Traffic Engineer, Cheshire Highways will attend at 7.30pm.
07.01.12
Any Other Business
Noted prosecution of 2 persons in connection with the arson incidents experienced in this and
neighbouring Parishes.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.50pm
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UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 13 FEBRUARY 2007 at 7.30pm at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL

AGENDA
Richard Flood, Area Traffic Engineer, Cheshire Highways will attend at 7.30pm.
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 9 January 2007
for signature as a correct record (attached)

3.

Planning matters, including:
a)
to consider the following planning applications:
Foxglove Cottage, John Street – two storey rear extension and detached double garage
Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane – alterations and additions to existing building
b)
to note decisions by Vale Royal BC on the following applications:
Southley, Quarry Bank – single storey kitchen extension – Permitted
Hillside House, Utkinton Lane – detached garage and games room - Permitted
c)
to note update regarding Luddington Hill Farm

4.

To consider matters arising from the minutes

5.

To identify approaches to secure community engagement in the production of a Parish
Plan, including the arrangement for an initial meeting for the community

6.

To consider any matters of interest to be reported by Cllr. Grimshaw, Vale Royal BC

7.

To consider any highways matters

8.

To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and
consider any matters arising

9.

Finance:
a) to agree accounts for payment (details attached)
b) to consider donations to local bodies
rd
c) to receive the Internal Auditor’s 3 quarter report for 2006/07

10.

To note the position regarding Local Councils’ Freedom of Information Schemes

11.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

12.

To agree any items for publicity

13.

To note the next meeting will take place on Tuesday 13 March 2007 at 7.30pm
at Cotebrook Village Hall
Richard Ellison, Head of Planning and Building Control, Vale Royal Borough Council will attend at
7.30pm

14.

Any other business

th

th

E. Beech - Clerk
06/02/07

Richard Flood – Feb 07
Richard Ellison / Mark Lynch – March 07

Phil Sanders – audit – to present accounts – 15th May meeting ????????
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement
Feb –
donations – Church, others?
March – agree APM
Visit to UU site, Fishpool Road

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL
th
on TUESDAY 13 FEBRUARY 2007 at 7.30pm
Present:

Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chairman)
T. Boyle, L. Foster, G. Stewart and S. Williamson

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk
R. Flood – Area Traffic Engineer, Cheshire County Council (initial item only)
County Cllr. A. Needham
3 members of the public

Richard Flood gave some background to his role and that of the Highways Engineering Service.
Questions and comments were then invited and responded to. The main areas of interest discussed were:
1.
A49 speed limit
Update on position regarding the speed limit given. Speed surveys carried out in November with
resulting data collected that average speeds are 34.2 (northbound) and 34.5 (southbound). This
outcome would not result in the introduction of a mandatory 40mph speed limit under current policy but
a new directive requires the County Council to assess on the basis of accident data all ‘A’ and ‘B’ roads
in the County by 2011. The A49 will be assessed in an early tranche.
The main concerns raised was that there are numerous road traffic incidents, many resulting in vehicles
finishing up in residents’’ gardens but not all accidents are reported and only where there is personal
injury is there a formal report by the emergency services to the County Council.
Request for provision of other means of slowing down traffic in addition to the non-mandatory 40mph
limit, including flashing warning signs and better signage. Response was that signage is more than
adequate. RF agreed to keep the A49 Action Group informed about the assessment.
2.
A49 road surface
Manholes have sinking tarmac around them which is often just patched with materials which do not
withstand the road usage. These areas need to be checked.
3.
Rural lanes
Much damage to road edges, sandstone walls collapsing, blocked drains and resultant flooded fields.
Lanes are dangerous for walkers, cyclists and riders. Noted roads not designed for today’s large
delivery wagons which have right of access.
Agreed all highways faults should be reported to the Clerk so they can be reported to the County and
action / response monitored.
The Chairman thanked Mr. Flood for his attendance and input.
07.02.01
Resolved:

Apologies for Absence
that the apologies for absence submitted by Cllrs. M. Stewart and B. Walters be received

07.02.02
Resolved:

Minutes
th
that the minutes of the meeting held on 9 January 2007 be agreed and signed as a
correct record.

07.02.03
Planning
a)
Considered planning applications received for comment
Resolved:
that the following comments be submitted to Vale Royal BC:
Cllr. Dahill declared a personal interest as a neighbour of the following property
Re: Foxglove Cottage, John Street – two storey extension to rear and detached double garage
No objections but materials used should be in keeping with the existing property
Re: Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane – alterations and additions to existing dwelling
No objections but materials used should be in keeping with the existing property
Re: Broadway Farmhouse, Luddington Hill – single storey side and rear extension
No objections but materials used should be in keeping with the existing property
b) Noted the following applications permitted by Vale Royal BC:
Southley, Quarry Bank – single storey kitchen extension
Hillside House, Utkinton Lane – detached garage and games room
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c)
Luddington Hill Farm
Noted Vale Royal BC continuing to investigate possible non-compliance with planning permission.
d)
Re: Charlotte Rose House, John Street
Noted Chester City Council continuing to investigate possible contraventions of planning regulations
07.02.04
Matters arising
Eaton School (07.01.04)
Noted launch of review of local educational provision, held at Oulton Park. Cllr. M. Stewart was
attending a meeting at Eaton School on this matter.
Resolved:
that development in the review which will include Utkinton and Eaton Schools be monitored
07.02.05
Parish Plan
Further considered approaches to launching the Parish Plan process
Resolved:
that the Parish Plan process be a standing item on future agenda
07.02.06
Resolved:

Highways
that the identified faults and issues be reported to Cheshire Highways

07.02.07
The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections and noted pruning and cutting back to be
carried out and one tree had fallen in the high winds.
Also noted fallen tree at Cotebrook at entrance to footpath 21 near notice board being removed.
07.02.08
Financial Matters
Resolved:
that
a)
the following payment be made:
E. Beech
salary
£ 150.00
b)
donations to local bodies be considered at the next meeting
c)
report of the Internal Auditor be received and that no anomalies or areas of concern were
identified, be noted
d)
notice of the appointment of UHY Hacker Young as External Auditor for 2006/07 by the Audit
Commission be noted
07.02.09
Freedom of Information Scheme
Noted that as the national template for a revised scheme for local government is under review, the
st
Council’s current Freedom of Information Scheme is automatically approved to 1 June 2008
07.02.10
Resolved:
1

Correspondence
that correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed

Vale Royal
BC

13 Jan
13 Jan
22 Jan
29 Jan
2 Feb
3 Feb
25 Jan

2

Cheshire CC

9 Feb
30 Dec.
7 Jan

Register of Electors 2006/07
A Guide to Election Procedures
Buildings at Risk Strategy – identify person able to monitor
the condition of listed buildings in the village
th
Rural Area meeting – 6 February
Agenda for Annual Town and Parish Councils’ Conference
th
– Wed.28 February – 6pm (5pm buffet) - Wyvern House
Notice of a Housing Land Availability Assessment –
invitation to comment on the Scoping Study (information
e-mailed to PC members)
rd
Invitation to Mayor’s Charity Dinner Dance – 23 March –
Portal Golf Club
Arrangements for Parish/Town Elections 3 May 2007
th
Annual Town and Parish Councils Conference – Wed. 14
March – Winsford Civic Hall – 7.30pm
Invitation to Education Conference re Schools – Oulton
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Received
Noted
Cllr. Foster
be appointed
Distributed
Noted
Chairman to
respond
Noted
Noted
Noted

th

12 Jan
12 Jan
17 Jan
3
4
5

Cheshire
Police
Authority
Cheshire
Community
Council
ChALC

11 Jan
27 Jan
29 Jan
14 Jan
27 Jan
29 Jan

6
7

8
9

Chester City
Council
Dept. for
Communities
& Local
Government
Various
Audit
Commission

19 Jan
12 Feb
8 Feb
13 Feb
13 Feb

Park – 30 January
Map of Public Rights of Way and notice re ‘Restricted
Byways’
Invitation to a Festival Service to celebrate Cheshire’s
th
Towns and Parish Councils – 25 March – Chester
Cathedral
th
Grant Funding Opportunities Seminar – 27 February 2pm – Rudheath
th
Vale Royal Police Forum - agenda for 17 January
Forum Newsletter
Community Pride Competition 2007 entry forms and
th
information – for completion and submission by 7 March
January Newsletter
Training events
nd
Notice of next Vale Royal Area meeting - 22 March –
Wyvern House
Nomination form - Parish Representative on the VR
Standards Committee
Re Post Office Network consultation
Notice of consultation on draft Supplementary Planning
Document – ‘Design for Residential Development’
Consultation on amendments to the Model Code of
Conduct for local authority members – deadline end of
March
Notice re Review of Quality Town and Parish Council
Scheme
Celebrate St George’s Day - guide to taking part
To appoint UHY Hacker Young for current year then
tender – fixed fee £50

MS attended
Received
B. Campion
be invited to
attend
Clerk to
attend
Noted
Noted
Noted
Distributed
Noted
Noted
Noted
E-mailed
Noted
Next agenda
Noted
Noted
Noted

07.02.11
Publicity
Noted the Cotebrook Village Newsletter is shortly to be published and agreed Parish Plan developments
and Parish Council elections be included
07.02.12
Next Meeting
th
Noted the next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 13 March 2007 at 7.30pm at Cotebrook Village Hall.
Richard Ellison, Head of Planning and Building Control, Vale Royal BC will attend at 7.30pm.
07.02.13
Any Other Business
Local Police Officer
Noted PC Chris McCourt appointed as local Police Officer and is inviting a couple of representatives to
th
join him on a ‘Ward Walk’ on Sunday 4 March at 10am. Chairman to attend.
Street Lighting
Cllr. Williamson reported that cabling to the street light at the junction of Fishers Green and Utkinton
Road which goes around her property has had to be removed and has been disconnected. Cheshire
Highways to be asked whether there is a need for a light at this junction and some discussion with
nearest residents.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.10pm
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UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 13 MARCH 2007 at 7.30pm at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL

AGENDA
Richard Ellison, Head of Planning and Control, Vale Royal BC will attend at 7.30pm.
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 13 February 2007
for signature as a correct record (attached)

3.

Planning matters, including:
a)
to note decisions by Vale Royal BC on the following applications:
Yew Tree Farm, Fishers Green – demolition and rebuild of end outrigger to form shower room
and kitchen – Permitted
Foxglove Cottage, John Street – two storey extension to rear and double garage – permitted
b)
to receive an update regarding possible contravention of planning regulations on:
Luddington Hill Farm
Charlotte Rose House

4.

To consider matters arising from the minutes

5.

To consider the proposed amendments to the Model Code of Conduct for local authority
members and submit any comments (summary attached)

6.

To progress the launch of the production of a Parish Plan

7.

To consider any matters of interest to be reported by Cllr. Grimshaw, Vale Royal BC

8.

To consider any highways matters

9.

To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and
consider any matters arising

10.

Finance:
a) to agree accounts for payment (details attached)
b) to consider donations to local bodies

11.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

12.

To agree any items for publicity

13.

To note the next meeting will take place at Utkinton Village Hall on Tuesday 17 April 2007
following the Annual Parish Meeting which commences at 7.00pm

14.

Any other business

th

th

E. Beech - Clerk
7/03/07

Chris McCourt – attend??
Phil Sanders – audit – to present accounts – 15th May meeting ????????
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement
Feb / Mar – donations – Church, 2 x village halls ?
March – agree APM
Visit to UU site, Fishpool Road

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL
th
on TUESDAY 13 MARCH 2007 at 7.30pm
Present:

Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chairman)
T. Boyle, L. Foster, G. Stewart, M. Stewart and B. Walters

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk
R. Ellison – Head of Planning and Building Control, Vale Royal BC (initial item only)
Cllr. J. Grimshaw – Vale Royal BC
Cllr. A. Needham – Cheshire County Council

Richard Ellison distributed summary information relevant to planning and building control matters and
expanded in details on each of the following aspects:
Brownfield sites
Current status of the moratorium on new housing
Extensions / alterations to existing dwellings
Matters of enforcement
Building control
Appeals
‘E’ planning
Issues re: Planning in Rural Areas
Questions and comments were invited and responded to.
The Chairman thanked Mr. Ellison for his attendance and comprehensive input.
07.03.01
Resolved:

Apologies for Absence
that the apologies for absence submitted by Cllrs. A. Bird and S. Williamson be received

07.03.02
Resolved:

Minutes
th
that the minutes of the meeting held on 13 February 2007 be agreed and signed as a
correct record.

07.03.03
Planning
a) Noted the following applications permitted by Vale Royal BC:
Yew Tree Farm, Fishers Green – demolition and rebuild of end outrigger to form shower room and kitchen
Foxglove Cottage, John Street – two storey extension to rear and detached double garage
b)
Luddington Hill Farm
Noted Vale Royal BC has completed its investigation with the result that no further action is required as
the occupiers have confirmed use of the converted cowshed will be restricted to 28 days per year.
c)
Re: Charlotte Rose House, John Street
Noted Chester City Council has made no further contact.
07.03.04
Matters arising
Fallen tree - Cotebrook
Noted residents requesting removal of the rest of the trunk of the tree
Resolved:
that Cheshire Highways be requested to remove the rest of the tree
07.03.05
Model Code of Conduct
Considered the changes proposed by the Department for Communities and Local Government to the
Model Code of Conduct
Resolved:

that the proposed changes be supported.

07.03.06
Resolved:

Parish Plan
that the Parish Plan launch be considered further at the next meeting

07.03.07
Matters of Interest – Vale Royal BC
Cllr. Grimshaw reported on the Council tax being set at 3%, the Borough Council being subject to
Comprehensive Performance Review again, and the Council’s response to the reorganisation of local
government recommending two unitary authorities for the existing county of Cheshire.

1

07.03.08
Highways
Resolved:
that
a)
the following identified faults and issues be reported to Cheshire Highways:
severe damage to the road edge on Tirley Lane just beyond Long Meadow
dilapidated ‘Cheshire’ railings at the end of Tirley Lane before the Kelsall turning
b)
the untidy state of the piece of land at the bottom of the Northgate Steps be reported to Vale
Royal BC and the removal of an old car be requested.
07.03.09
The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections and noted he is to meet with Derek Wright
regarding:
pruning and cutting back, the removal of rope swings which have been put up
and the removal of the top of the fallen tree to clear the footpath at The Quarry
removing fallen branches and a general tidy up a the Greens
07.03.10
Financial Matters
Resolved:
that
a)
the following payment be made:
E. Beech
salary
£ 51.00
E. Beech
postages
£ 7.09
E. Beech
travel
£ 29.20
Post Office Ltd (HM Revenue & Customs) PAYE – final quarter
£ 99.00
Cotebrook Churchyard donation
£150.00
Utkinton Village Hall
donation
£150.00
b)
a donation to Cotebrook village hall on production of the accounts be considered at the next
meeting
07.03.11
Resolved:
1

2
3

Correspondence
that correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed

Vale Royal
BC

19 Feb
8 Mar

Ches.
Planning
Forum
Cheshire CC

3 Mar
16 Feb

Noted

6 Mar

Posters for noticeboard giving Police contact
information

Noted
displayed

6 Mar
8 Mar

March newsletter
nd
Agenda – Vale Royal Area meeting – 22 March –
Winsford
‘Cheshire Rural View’ March edition
th
Invitation to Spring Members Evening – 26 April Byley

Noted

Residents

5 Mar

5

Clerks &
Councils
Direct
Cheshire
Police
Authority
ChALC

6 Mar

Cheshire
Community
Council

8 Mar

8

Noted

Identify and
inform Clerk
Noted

4

7

Noted

Re Kissing Gate project – how to apply for kissing
gates for local footpaths
February edition of ‘Cheshire Matters’
Copy of ‘Transforming Cheshire’ – the business
case for a Unitary Council for Cheshire / summary
leaflets
Requesting removal and replacement of fallen tree
at Cotebrook
March 2007 edition

16 Feb
28 Feb/
8 Mar

6

Vale Royal Mayor’s Endeavour Award – invitation to
nominate
Vale Royal Community Safety Warden Scheme –
2006 report
th
Agenda for meeting to be held on 30 March at
Wyvern House
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Noted and
distributed
Agreed
Noted

Noted
Noted
Noted

07.03.12
Publicity
None at present.
07.03.13
Next Meetings
th
Noted the Annual Parish Meeting will be held at held on Tuesday 17 April 2007 at 7.00pm at Utkinton Village
Hall, followed by an Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council.
07.03.14
Any Other Business
Local Police Officer
th
Noted ‘Ward Walk’ due for 4 March did not take place.
Eaton School
Cllr. M. Stewart gave a summary of the County Council’s meeting at Oulton Park on the reorganisation
of local schools (Transforming Learning Communities). Noted County Council Officers are due to visit
the School. Options for change will be published for consultation in May, final options decided by
September with decisions expected in 2008 for implementation in 2009.
Speed Indicator Devices
The Clerk to forward details of the scheme so that consideration for making application for their use in
John Street, Utkinton and Oulton Mill Lane, Cotebrook can be finalised.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.30pm

3

