
 

 
UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL  

TO BE HELD ON  
 

TUESDAY 17th APRIL 2007 at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL 
 
       following the Annual Parish Meeting 

 
 

A G E N D A 
 
 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 
 
2. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 13th March 2007 

for signature as a correct record (attached)  
  

3. Planning matters, including: 
a) to note decisions by Vale Royal BC on the following applications: 
Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane – alterations and additions to existing dwelling – Permitted 
Broadway Farmhouse, Luddington Hill – single storey side and rear extension to rear– Permitted  

 b) to receive an update regarding possible contravention of planning regulations on: 
 Charlotte Rose House 
 c) to consider the following application: 
 Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane – use of former barn and garage for ancillary purposes  
 
4. To consider matters arising from the minutes 
 
5. To consider the launch of the production of a Parish Plan 
 
6. To consider any matters of interest to be reported by Cllr. Grimshaw, Vale Royal BC  
 
7. To consider any highways matters 
 
8. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any matters arising  
 
9. Finance:  

a) to receive the final financial statement for 2006/07 (attached)  
b) to agree accounts for payment (details attached) 
c) to further consider a donation to Cotebrook village hall 

 
10. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 
 
11. To agree any items for publicity  
 
12. To note the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council will take place at Cotebrook 

Village Hall on Tuesday 15th May 2007 followed by an Ordinary meeting of the Council 
 
13. Any other business 
 
E. Beech - Clerk  
10/04/07 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
MAY - Adopt revised model Code of Conduct (AGM or Ordinary meeting?) 
 
 
 
Chris McCourt – attend?? 
 
Phil Sanders – audit – to present accounts – 15th May meeting ???????? 
 
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement 
 
Feb  – donations – Church, 2 x village halls ? 
 
March – agree APM  
 
Visit to UU site, Fishpool Road 



 

 
 

UTKINTON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
 

 
WILL BE HELD ON  

 
 

TUESDAY 17th APRIL 2007 at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL 
 

COMMENCING AT 7.00PM  
 

 
A G E N D A 

 
 

1. Welcome and apologies  
 
 

2. To agree the minutes of the last Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 11th April 2006  
for signature as a correct record (attached) 

   
 

3. To consider any matters arising from the minutes 
 
 

4. To receive the annual report of the Chairman of the Parish Council 
 
 

5. To note any matters of interest reported by Cllr. Grimshaw, Vale Royal Borough 
Council and Cllr. Needham, Cheshire County Council  

 
 

6. To consider matters pertaining to the Parish raised by any person in attendance  
 

 
7. Any other business 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A. Dahill 
Chairman   
Utkinton Parish Council 

 
 

 
The meeting will be followed by a meeting of the Parish Council 

 



 
 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Chairman’s report April 2006 to March 2007 
 
Parish assets 
 
These consist of the two Cotebrook Village Greens, which we lease, and in Utkinton, the Shrine 
and Quarry wood that we own. We are planning to enhance the facilities in the Parish, Cotebrook 
in particular, with the installation of play equipment, which will make it a valuable asset for the 
people of the Parish. The contract for Village Green II was signed during the year and United 
Utilities have been very helpful with our endeavours. I feel it would be appropriate to recognise 
that when the new play area is properly fitted out with the equipment they have paid for. 
 
I would like the use of the play area to be monitored in the future as some residents have 
expressed concern about safety issues. 
 
The Shrine has been well tended over the past year. 
 
Derek Wright has continued to work throughout the Parish, particularly in the Quarry. 
 
On 11th April 2006, the Clerk signed a contract of employment with the Council and continues to 
provide excellent service, sound advice and support to the Council and residents of the Parish. 
 
The year began with an application from United Utilities at the Sandiford borehole at Fishpool 
Road. Although the borehole is in the Delamere Parish, a number of residents in the Utkinton 
Parish are immediate neighbours of the site and the plans affected their visual amenities. The 
Application went ahead but the Parish Council took the lead in dealing with the concerns of the 
residents and the development of the site is being continually monitored. The matter took up 
considerable time both in liaison with united Utilities and with residents ands I would like to 
express my thanks to the Councillors who were and still are involved. 
 
The successful Litter Pick in the Parish has continued in Cotebrook this year. There is a 
determination to continue and extend it by approaching the local borough council to assist with 
litter collection in certain areas and as difficult as it may be to get assistance from them, we 
should continue to try to do so. We have been given access to equipment by the Council for 
which we are grateful. 
 
Website 
 
We are still awaiting the proposed web site and are relying on Cheshire County Council for their 
assistance. 
 
Affordable housing 
 
This has been an issue reported on and on which a great deal of time and effort has been spent, 
by the Council. After much deliberation and debate on the matter, it was decided that we should 
not continue with the project as its benefit to individuals in the village may be compromised by the 
cost and rules that applied to applicants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Parish Plan 
 
I would like to add to the production of a Parish Plan, the acquisition of Quality Parish Council 
status. Whilst I have reservations about the motivation for this initiative, I believe it is something 
we should strive for and the foundations, with the appointment of a new Parish Clerk, are being 
laid. 
 
This year will see the beginning of the process. It is important, with the constantly changing 
imperatives of the planning system that we establish an identity for the Parish. That will not be 
done by the Parish Council alone, but will need the help and guidance of local people committed 
to the future of the Parish. 
 
 
Routine Business of the Council 
 

• We have held 11 Parish Council Meetings. Attendance by Councillors has been good, but 
again the public has shown little interest on the work of the Council. 

 
• We have heard presentations from Vale Royal Borough Council and Highways 

representatives on Planning, Affordable Housing, Parish Plans, Streetcare Services and 
Highways. 

 
• Numerous planning applications have been deliberated over and comments submitted to 

Vale Royal BC to contribute to its final decisions  
 

• The precept was kept at 4% for the coming year. 
 

 
 
Much of the work for the previous and coming year was identified by the previous Chairman and 
we intend to continue that good work with progress on the Parish Plan. 
 
John Grimshaw (VRBC) and Andrew Needham (CCC) have continued to support the Council and 
we appreciate their help and hard work. 
 
During the year, Trudi Boyle was co-opted and has proved to be a valuable and enthusiastic 
member of the Council. 
 
Unfortunately, due to personal and business commitments our Vice Chairman, Andrew Bird has 
resigned and I would like to thank him for his support, advice and good humour over the years. 
His wise counsel will be missed. 
 
In addition, Barry Campion and Linda Foster have resigned, both having recently moved out of 
the Village. The former locally and the latter some distance away. I would like to wish them good 
fortune for the future and thank all three on behalf of my fellow councillors for their hard work in 
the Parish. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank all my fellow Councillors for the support, advice and hard work 
throughout the year. Residents of the Parish do not realise how much they have to thank them 
for. 
 
 
Tony Dahill 



 
 
MINUTES OF THE PARISH MEETING OF UTKINTON held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL on 
TUESDAY 17th APRIL 2007 at 7.00pm 
 
Present:  Cllrs. A. Dahill – Chairman  

Cllrs. A. Bird, T. Boyle, L. Foster, G. Stewart, M. Stewart, B. Walters, S. 
Williamson – Parish Council   
Cllr. A. Needham – Cheshire County Council  

 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  

   
 
1. Apologies for Absence 

Cllr. J. Grimshaw – Vale Royal Borough Council 
 

2. Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 11th April 2006 be signed 

as a correct record  
 
3. Matters arising  

None. 
 
4. Chairman’s Annual Report  

The Chairman presented his detailed, written annual report, making particular reference to: 
- Parish assets, including: 

the newly-rented Cotebrook Green 2 and proposals for providing some play 
equipment.  Thanks to B. Campion and A. Bird for securing this facility 

-      the United Utilities extensive development at the borehole on Fishpool Road, 
including its implications for local residents and the Council’s work in securing 
liaison with the residents by United Utilities 

-       a Cotebrook litter pick undertaken 
-        the development of a parish website  
-         Affordable Housing – the decision of the Council not to proceed with a project. 
- Parish Plan and the Council’s intentions to facilitate the community’s involvement  
-          the membership and business of the Council.  

He thanked all past and present members for their support. (A copy of the report is included in the 
Council minute book)  

 
5. Matters of Interest – Cheshire County Council  

Cllr. Needham reported on: 
- the impact of climate change and the County Council’s need to respond  
- the Weaver Valley development linked to the promotion of tourism 
- the ‘Transforming Learning Communities’ agenda and the impact n local schools 
- Local Government Re-organisation  

  
6. Parish Matters  

No members of the public in attendance so no matters raised 
 

7. Any Other Business   
None. 
 
 

Meeting closed at 7.40pm 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL 
on TUESDAY 17th APRIL 2007 at 7.40pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chairman)   

A. Bird, T. Boyle, L. Foster, G. Stewart, M. Stewart, B. Walters and S. Williamson 
    
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  
 

 
07.04.01 Apologies for Absence  
Resolved: that the apologies for absence submitted by Cllr. J. Grimshaw (Vale Royal BC) be noted. 
 
07.04.02 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting held on 13th March 2007 be agreed and signed as a 

correct record, subject to the venue being amended to read ‘Cotebrook’ Village Hall  
 
07.04.03 Planning 
a)  Noted the following applications permitted by Vale Royal BC: 
Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane – alterations and additions to existing dwelling  
Broadway Farmhouse, Luddington Hill – single storey side and rear extension    
 
b) Re: Charlotte Rose House, John Street 
Noted Clerk has followed up with Chester City Council and a report back is awaited.   
 
c) Considered the following application for a certificate of lawfulness: 
Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane – use of former barn and garage for ancillary domestic purposes  
Resolved: that no objections be submitted. 

 
07.04.04 Matters arising   
Speed Indicator Devices (SID) 
Noted scheme details e-mailed to Members.  
Resolved: that  
a) the use of SIDs in the parish be agreed in principle and applications be made for their operation in 

John Street and Oulton Mill Lane 
b) consider further at the next meeting; the Clerk to send details to Cllr. Boyle and Williamson.  

 
07.04.05 Parish Plan 
Considered arrangements to progress a launch for the Plan 
Resolved: that  
a) a launch in each village be arranged for either week beg. 3rd or week beg. 10th June 
b) Cllrs. Boyle and G. Stewart progress relevant arrangements, including: 

- contact with Bron Kerrigan of Cheshire Community Council for advice and to 
establish her availability to attend the launches, and  

- prepare and print a flyer advertising the launch to be distributed to each household 
 
07.04.06 Highways  
Noted the untidy state of the piece of land at the bottom of the Northgate Steps had been reported to 
Vale Royal BC and the removal of an old car be requested and the repair and re-painting of the 
‘Cheshire’ railings at the end of Tirley Lane at its junction with Heath Lane had bee requested from 
Cheshire Highways  
Resolved: that  
a) the following identified fault be reported to Cheshire Highways: 

- drain on Tirley Lane opposite streetlight 2a remains blocked 
 
07.04.07 The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections 
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections and noted he is to meet with Derek Wright 
regarding outstanding maintenance work.  

 
07.04.08 Financial Matters    
Resolved: that  
a) the final financial statement for 2006/07 be received 
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b) the following payments be made: 
E. Beech salary         £150.00 
(noted does not include pay award as not yet agreed at national level)  
E. Beech telephone calls (14/12/06-13/3/07) & broadband (Jan-Mar) £  16.40 

c) the Clerk contact the Cotebrook Village Hall Treasurer regarding the donation request. 
 

07.03.09 Correspondence 
Resolved:  that correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed  

 
1 Vale Royal 

BC 
21 Mar 
21 Mar  

 
7 Apr 
7 Apr 

Details of concessionary travel scheme for 2007/08  
Notice of charges for applications for street naming and 

numbering  
Budget 2007/08 & Financial Outlook 2007/12 

Result of Uncontested Election for Parish Council – 5 
persons elected – Cllrs. Boyle, Dahill, G. Stewart, M. 

Stewart, B. Walters  

Noted displayed  
 

Noted  
Received  

 
 

Received    
2 Cheshire 

CC 
15 Mar  
2 Apr 

 
 

April  

March edition of ‘Cheshire Matters’  
Notice of Local Government Review in Cheshire – 

options of single authority under Cheshire or an East 
and West split – consultation to 22 June 

Copies of road closures permission notices: 
Stable Lane–for BT poles erection (30/4/07 for 4-weeks) 

Fishpool Road – water mains connections (29/5/07-
15/6/07) 

Noted  
 
 

Noted  
 

Noted  
 

Noted   
3 Cheshire 

Police 
Authority  

28 Mar Agenda - Vale Royal Police Forum – Wed. 25 April 7pm 
– Winsford  

Noted  

4 Chester 
City 

Council  

17 Mar Consultation on draft Supplementary Planning 
Documents - Tarvin Village Design Statement, Kelsall 

Parish Landscape and Design Statement and Affordable 
House   

 
 
 

Noted   
5  16 Mar Cotebrook Newsletter – March 2007  

Invitation to Spring Dance at Cotebrook Village Hall – 27 

April  

Noted  
 

Noted   
6  United 

Utilities  
13 Apr Invitation to join local residents’ visit to workings at 

Fishpool Road 
Cllr. Boyle to 

attend 
 

07.03.10 Publicity  
Cllr. Walters to précis the Chair’s Annual Report, advertise the Parish Plan arrangements and information 
on the Council vacancies and how to make application for co-option.  
 
07.03.11 Next Meetings 
Noted the Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 15th May 2007 at 7.30pm at Cotebrook Village 
Hall, followed by an Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council.  
 
07.03.12 Any Other Business 
Affordable Housing 
Chair will action arrangements for feedback to the community 
 
Noticeboard  
Resolved: that the Clerk contact Vale Royal BC to establish the availability of another community 
noticeboard for possible location at Rose Farm  
 
Cotebrook Green 2 
Noted Vale Royal BC has given £300 towards the project to provide football and basketball posts.  
 

 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.35pm 
 



 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL  

TO BE HELD ON  
 
 

TUESDAY 15th MAY 2007 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
 

following the Annual General Meeting  
 

 
A G E N D A 

 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 

 
2. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 17th April 2007 for  

 signature as a correct record (attached) 
   

3. Planning matters – to consider the following planning application received for comment: 
Three Keys Cottage, Quarry Lane – alteration and extension and replacement of flat roof      

 
4. To consider matters arising from the minutes, including: 

- Village Green Two development (ongoing) 
- Parish Plan  
- Donation to Cotebrook Village Hall 
- Speed Indicator Devices  

 
5. To note the closing date for applications for co-option to the Council is 18th May and to 

agree how to respond to applications received  
 

6. To adopt the revised Code of Conduct for Members which came into effect on 3rd May 
2007, including deciding on the inclusion of paragraph 12(2) which is not mandatory for 
Parish Councils (copy enclosed)  

 
7. To consider matters of interest reported by Cllr. Grimshaw, Vale Royal BC 

 
8. To consider any highways matters 

 
9. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any matters arising  
 
10. Finance matters, including to 

  - agree accounts for payment (details attached)  
 

11. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 
 

12. To agree any items for publicity 
 
13. To note, subject to the decision made at the Annual General Meeting, the next Ordinary 

meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th June 2007 at 7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall  
 

14. Any other business 
 

 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
9/5/07 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris McCourt – attend?? 
 
Phil Sanders – audit – to present accounts – 15th May meeting ???????? 
 
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement 
 
Feb  – donations – Church, 2 x village halls ? 
 
March – agree APM  
 
Visit to UU site, Fishpool Road 
 



UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON  
 

TUESDAY 15th MAY 2007 AT 7.30PM AT COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
 
 

Officers from United Utilities and associated partnership companies will attend to update 
members on the development in Fishpool Road.  
 

A G E N D A 
 

1. To complete declarations of acceptance of office and to arrange completion of pro-
formas for the registration of interests within the required timescale 

 
2. To appoint the Chairman for 2007/08 and receive the Chairman’s declaration of office 

 
3. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 
 
4. To agree the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 9th May 2006 (attached) 
 
5. To consider any matters arising 
 
6. To agree the Council’s 2006/07 accounts (attached) for submission in the Annual 

Return to the External Auditor 
 
7. To appoint the Vice Chairman for 2007/08 and receive the Vice Chairman’s 

declaration of office 
 

8. To consider/agree: 
- establishment, membership and terms of reference of any Committees  
- representation on external bodies  
- individual responsibilities for specific business.  

 
9. To agree annual subscriptions: 

- Cheshire Assoc. of Local Councils - £127.49   (06/07 - £124.11) 
- Cheshire Community Council - £15.00   (06/07 - £12) 
-       Mid-Cheshire Footpath Society - £8.00  (06/07 - £8.00) 
 

10. To review the Council’s insurance renewal (schedule attached)  
 
11. To make the appointment of Auditor for 2007/08  
 (current – P. Sanders A.I.B.A.)  

 
12. To agree the schedule of meetings for 2007/08  

 
Tuesdays at 7.30pm alternately at the Cotebrook and Utkinton Village Halls on 
12th June 2007  10th July 2007  11th September 2007 
9th October 2007 13th November 2007 11th December 2007 
8th January 2008 12th February 2008 11th March 2008  
8th April 2008  13th May 2008 (inc. Annual General Meeting)  

 
 
 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
9/5/07 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
on TUESDAY 15th MAY 2007 at 9.05pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chairman)   

T. Doyle, G. Stewart and B. Walters    
 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  

  G. Hope-Terry – resident  
 

07.05.01 Apologies for Absence  
Resolved: that the apology for absence from Cllr. M. Stewart be received and the apology for 

absence from Cllr. Grimshaw (Vale Royal BC) be noted. 
 

07.05.02 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting held on 17th April 2007 be agreed and signed as a correct 

record  
 
07.05.03 Planning 
Considered the following planning application 
Three Keys Cottage, Quarry Bank – alteration and extension, and replacement of flat roof  
Resolved: that no objections be submitted. 

 
07.05.04 Matters arising   
Village Green Two development  
The Clerk reported quotes for a set of goalposts, a basketball stand, 2 picnic tables and 2 benches 
have been received and a quote for their installation is on its way.  Noted need for a suitably surfaced 
access path to Green 2. 
Resolved: that a quote for an access path be obtained and the grant application now be submitted. 
 
Parish Plan 
Cllrs. Boyle and Stewart reported on the arrangements for the open meetings in each village, including 
the content and distribution of a leaflet advertising the meetings and their purpose. 
Resolved: that  
a) the open meetings be held on Tuesday 5th June at Cotebrook Village Hall and Thursday 6th June 

at Utkinton Village Hall, one in late afternoon and one in evening; to be attended by Bron Kerrigan 
from Cheshire Community Council and be chaired by Cllr. Dahill  

b) Cllrs. Boyle and Stewart to finalise the leaflet and arrange distribution by hand to each household 
and Cllr. Walters to organise advertising in the Chester Chronicle  

 
Donation to Cotebrook Village Hall 
Noted receipt of copy of last accounts for Cotebrook Village Hall. 
Resolved: that a donation of £100 be given to the Hall as a contribution to the cost of installing a 
toilet for the disabled 
 
Speed Indicator Devices (SID) 
Resolved: that request forms for a SID to be operated in Oulton Mill Lane and John Street be made by 
Cllr Walters and Cllr. Dahill, respectively  

 
07.05.05 Council Vacancies   
Noted there are 4 vacancies to be filled. Notices inviting applications for co-option by 18th May have 
been posted and one received to date. 
Resolved: that applications be considered at the next meeting with applicants being invited to attend. 

 
07.05.06 Code of Conduct 
Noted a revised Code of Conduct for members came into effect from 3rd May 2007 as a result of which 
a new Model Code for Parish Councils has been produced and includes a non-mandatory section 
regarding the rights of members with a prejudicial interest.   
Resolved: that the revised model Code of Conduct for Parish Councils, including paragraph 12(2) 
be adopted.  
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07.05.07 Matters of interest reported by Cllr. Grimshaw, Vale Royal BC 
Noted Cllr. Grimshaw’s e-mailed comments, including the unitary proposals currently being consulted 
on which led to a general discussion regarding local government reorganization.  Concern expressed 
that Parish Councils are not consultees. 
 
07.05.08 Highways  
Noted conifer branches strewn over a hedge and onto Tirley Lane have been reported to Vale Royal 
BC for removal. 
Cheshire Highways to be complimented on the new streetlights installed locally, particularly that the 
light spillage is mainly downwards. 
 
07.05.09 The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections 
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections and noted Derek Wright is to undertake 
the outstanding maintenance work.  

 
07.05.10 Financial Matters    
Resolved: that  
a) the final report of the Internal Auditor for 2006/07 be received and that there are no areas of 

concern or anomalies to report, be noted 
b) the following payments be made: 

E. Beech salary          £150.00 
E. Beech re-imbursement for land transaction fine paid but refunded on appeal  £200.82 
Land Registry  to register Cotebrook Green 2       £ 40.00 
P. Sanders internal audit Jan-Mar 07 and Annual Return     £  18.75 
K. Billington  grass cutting at Quarry and Pit at High Billinge    £  80.00 
Allianz Cornhill  insurance renewal for period 1/6/07 – 1/6/08     £348.08  

c) a new bank mandate be completed at the next meeting to enable additional signatories 
 

07.05.11 Correspondence 
Resolved:  that correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed  

 
1 Vale Royal BC 18 Apr 

 
 
 
 

11 May 
15 May 

Consultation on supplementary planning documents 
re Affordable Housing, Managing Housing Land 

Supply, Land Sensitivity and Wind Turbine 
Development and Landscape Character – 

comments by 30th May 
Copies of Built Environment Review 2006-07  

Village and Town Design Statements – 
sustainability appraisal scoping report – consultation 

 
 
 
 

Noted  
Distributed  

 
Noted   

2 Cheshire CC 18 Apr 
24 Apr 
25 Apr 

 ‘Cheshire Matters’ – April edition  
Consultation on discretionary school transport  

Local Government Review in Cheshire – 
consultation paper from Dept. for Communities and 

Local Government - 22 June deadline  

Noted  
Noted  

 
 

Noted  
3 ChALC 2 May Newsletter – May edition  

Request for Councillor contact details  
Notice of Chairmanship training – 24th May  

Noted  
Noted  
Noted   

4 Clerks & Councils 
Direct  

3 May May edition Noted   

5 Ches. County Playing 
Fields Assoc. 

28 Apr Spring 2007 newsletter 
Invitation to affiliate - £12.00 for 2007/08  

 
Noted   

6 Cotebrook Church 24 Apr Thanks for grant towards churchyard upkeep  Noted   
07.05.12 Publicity  
Cllr. Walters to advertise the Parish Plan arrangements. 
 
07.05.13 Next Meeting 
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th June 2007 at 7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall 
 
07.05.14 Any Other Business 
None. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.40pm 
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held at 
COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL on TUESDAY 15th MAY 2007 at 7.30pm 
 
Present:  Cllrs. A. Dahill, T. Doyle, G. Stewart and B. Walters  
    
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  

  G. Hope-Terry – resident  
P. Hancock, D. Mackay, A. Quinn – rep. United Utilities and associated 
partnership companies (initial item only)  

 
Re:  United Utilities improvements to site on Fishpool Road 
Received brief presentation on progress of improvements, including details of remaining elements of 
the project with final commissioning at the end of the year.  
Matters to note: 

- road closure for period from 29th May for 3 weeks – some signage queries.  
- liaison arrangements working for some residents but those not able to attend visits are 

not included in information ‘loop’ 
- surplus excavated material being used to create mounds and additional landscaping will 

be provided, subject to the planning permission conditions 
- fencing will be black (not green)  
- power provision to the site will be underground in Heaths Lane 
- residents’ concerns regarding planning conditions being broken eg lighting, working 

hours and therefore self-policing not effective - accepted by United Utilities and its 
partners  

 
Agreed: 

- Signage for road closure will be checked  
- Mr. Hope-Terry agreed to provide all affected residents’ addresses to United Utilities   
- In future all information will be sent to all affected residents direct and the Parish Council 

via the Clerk 
- Clerk to check fence colour issue with Vale Royal BC 
- Further meeting for residents in August to particularly look at landscaping  

 
The Chairman thanked the visitors and Mr Hope-Terry for their input. 
    
07.01  Acceptance of Office and Declarations of Interest   
Resolved: that  
a) all completed declarations of acceptance of office of those present be received 
b) Cllr. M. Stewart’s declaration of office be received at the June meeting  
c) registration of interest pro-formas be completed and submitted to the Clerk by the required date 
 
07.02  Appointment of Chairman 
Resolved: that Cllr. A. Dahill be appointed Chairman for the ensuing year and the relevant 

completed and signed declaration of office be received. 
  Proposed: Cllr. Stewart  Seconded: Cllr. Boyle 

 
07.03 Apologies for Absence 
Resolved: that the apology for absence from Cllr. M. Stewart be received and the apology for 

absence from Cllr. Grimshaw (Vale Royal BC) be noted. 
 

07.04 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 9th May 2006 be agreed. 
  Proposed:  Cllr. Campion    Seconded:  Cllr. Bird 

 
07.05 Matters Arising 
None. 
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07.06  Accounts 2006/07 
Resolved: that the Council’s accounts for 2006/07 and the Annual Return and Statement of 

Assurance be agreed and signed for submission to the External Auditor 
 

07.07  Appointment of Vice Chairman 
Resolved: that Cllr. G. Stewart be appointed Vice Chairman for the ensuing year and the relevant 

completed and signed declaration of office be received.   
 Proposed Cllr. Walters  Seconded Cllr. Boyle 
 

07.08  Appointment of Committees and Allocation of Member’s Responsibilities  
Resolved: that  

a) no Committees be set up  
b) the following representation on external bodies be agreed: 

Cllr. M. Stewart -  Eaton Primary School Governing Body 
Cllr. A. Dahill - Cheshire Association of Local Councils 

c) Member’s individual responsibilities be allocated, as follows: 
Cllr. G. Stewart  - The Quarry, Utkinton and the 2 Cotebrook Greens  
to carry out and record a monthly health and safety check, report back to the Council 
and liaise with relevant contractor regarding maintenance  
Cllrs. T. Boyle / G. Stewart - initial action regarding the Parish Plan process 

 
07.09 Annual Subscriptions  
Resolved: that the following annual subscriptions for 2007/08 be agreed: 
  Cheshire Association of Local Councils - £127.49 
  Cheshire Community Council - £15.00 
  Mid-Cheshire Footpath Society - £8.00 
  Proposed: Cllr. G. Stewart  Seconded: Cllr. Boyle 

 
07.10  Insurance - review of Schedule 
Resolved: that the insurance premium as in the renewal documentation be paid but the schedule as 

detailed be reviewed and revised, if necessary, in relation to the ownership of the bus 
shelters and the replacement value of the Shrine  

  
07.11  Appointment of Auditor 
Resolved: that Mr. P. Sanders A.I.B.A. be retained as Internal Auditor for 2007/08 

 
07.12  Schedule of Meetings for 2007/08 
Resolved: that  

a) meetings be held on Tuesdays at 7.30pm at, alternately, the Cotebrook and the 
Utkinton Village Halls on 

  Utkinton:    Cotebrook: 
12th June 2007    10th July 2007 
11th September 2007     9th October 2007  
13th November 2007   11th December 2007 

    8th January 2008   12th February 2008 
  11th March 2008     8th April 2008 
  13th May 2007 (including the AGM)  

 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.03pm. 
 
 



 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL  

TO BE HELD ON  
 
 

TUESDAY 12th JUNE 2007 at 7.30pm at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL 
 

 
A G E N D A 

 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 

 
2. To consider 2 applications received for co-option to the Council  

(Geoff Hope-Terry and Peter Copland)  
 
3. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 15th May 2007 for signature as a correct 

record (attached) and to note the draft minutes of the AGM also held on 15th May 2007 (attached) 
   

4. Planning matters: 
a) to consider the following planning application received for comment: 
Hill View, Utkinton Lane, Utkinton – conservatory to rear  
b) to consider amended plans for: 
Three Keys Cottage, Quarry Lane – alteration and extension and replacement of flat roof  
c) to note Vale Royal BC’s decision on the following application: 
Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane – use of former barn and garage for ancillary use - Lawful Use 
certificate granted 
   

5. To consider matters arising (minutes of the Ordinary Meeting - 15th May), including: 
- Village Green Two development (ongoing) 
- Speed Indicator Devices  

 
6. To consider the next action arising from the community meetings regarding the Parish Plan 

 
7. To consider any highways matters 

 
8. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any matters arising  
 
9. Finance matters, including to 

  - agree accounts for payment (details attached)  
  - agree bank signatories and complete new mandate 
 

10. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 
 

11. To agree any items for publicity 
 
12. To note the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th July 2007 at 7.30pm at Cotebrook 

Village Hall  
 

13. Any other business 
 

 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
6/6/07 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris McCourt – attend?? 
 
 
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement 
 
Feb  – donations – Church, 2 x village halls ? 
 
March – agree APM  
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL 
on TUESDAY 12th JUNE 2007 at 7.30pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. G. Stewart (Chair)   

T. Doyle, M. Stewart and P. Copland (from item 07.06.03)    
 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  

  Mr. Paul - resident 
 
 

07.06.01 Apologies for Absence  
Resolved: that the apologies for absence from Cllrs. Dahill and Walters be received and the 

apology for absence from Cllr. Grimshaw (Vale Royal BC) be noted. 
 

07.06.02 Council Vacancies  
Resolved: that  
a) Geoff Hope-Terry and Peter Copland be co-opted to the Council and the two remaining vacancies be 
advertised in the near future 
b) Mr Copland’s signed declaration of acceptance of office and completed register of interests pro-
forma be received. 
 
07.06.03 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting held on 15th May 2007 be agreed and signed as a correct 

record and the draft minutes of the Annual General Meeting also held on 15th May be noted. 
 
07.06.04 Planning 
a) Considered the following planning applications: 
Hill View, Utkinton Lane, Utkinton – conservatory to rear  
Three Keys Cottage, Quarry Bank – alteration and extension, and replacement of flat roof (amended plans)  
Resolved: that no objections be submitted. 

 
b) Noted the following decision by Vale Royal BC: 
Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane – Lawful Use certificate granted for ancillary domestic use for a former 
barn and garage 
 
07.06.05 Matters arising (from the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 15th May)  
Village Green Two development  
Noted quote for an access path received so application to Awards for All will now be submitted. 
 
Speed Indicator Devices (SID) 
Noted Cllr. Walters has reviewed the traffic speeds and does not now consider there is sufficient a case for 
use of a SID.  

 
07.06.06 Parish Plan 
Noted from the two community open meetings: 

- the reasonable level attendance  
- the range of issues raised  
- a volunteer has come forward to head the Steering Group  

Resolved: that  
a) Cllrs. Boyle and G. Stewart progress arrangements to bring together interested persons to form a 

Steering Group and involve Bron Kerrigan of the Community Council; and 
b) the Parish Plan be further publicised at the Utkinton Garden Party and the Cotebrook Treasure Hunt  

 
07.06.07 Highways  
Cheshire Highways to be advised the tarmac infill edging to the grids on A49 in Cotebrook is sinking 
and to be asked to provide speed limit signage on Utkinton Lane  
Vale Royal BC to be asked again to remove the conifer branches in Tirley Lane and some furniture fly-
tipped in Sadlers Lane.  
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07.06.08 The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections 
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections. Some maintenance work to be done at 
the Quarry and the two seats at Cotebrook Green need removing.  

 
07.06.09 Financial Matters    
Resolved: that  
a) the following payments be made: 

E. Beech salary          £  51.00 
E. Beech postage (£12.08) and travel claim (£48.80) claims for Mar - May   £  60.88 
HMRC   PAYE           £  99.00 
K. Dahill cost of plants for the Shrine        £  20.41 

b) a new bank mandate be completed for Cllrs. Dahill, G. Stewart and Copland to be registered as 
authorised signatories and two signatures be required for payments 

c) the two reserve accounts be rationalised as only one is necessary.   
 

07.06.10 Correspondence 
Resolved:  that correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed  

 
1 Vale Royal BC 15 May 

17 May 
 

25 May 
 
 

30 May 
 
8 Jun 

 
 

8 Jun 

Copies of ‘Built Environment Review’ 
Notice of Area meetings and agenda items  

Calendar of Borough Council meetings for 07-08 
Re Equestrian and Equine Developments – 

invitation to have representation on a focus group 
developing supplementary planning documents  
‘Council Services – a quick guide’ – for making 

available to the public  
Streetscene Team invitation to presentation 

workshop re litter issues  
22nd June – 6.30pm – Winsford Civic Hall 

Re-consultation on Village Design Statements 
Scoping Report  

Distributed  
Noted  
Noted  

 
 

Noted  
Distributed  

 
Clerk to 
attend 

 
 

Noted   
2 Cheshire CC 18 Apr 

21 May 
 
 

7 Jun 

‘Cheshire Matters’ – May edition 
Transforming Learning Communities – options for 

change – notice of 3 drop in sessions inc. 26th June 
from 4pm-7pm at Tarporley High School 

Notice of smoking ban in bus shelters wef 1st July 

Noted  
 
 

Noted  
Noted   

3 Crewe & Nantwich 
BC / Congleton BC 

21 May Re Unitary government proposals - letter promoting 
status quo but improved working between County 

and Borough Councils  

 
 

Noted  
4 Cheshire Police  19 May  Invitation to attend discussion to improve the Police 

Forums – 13th Jun 
April Forum newsletter  

Noted  
 

Noted   
5 Mid-Cheshire 

Footpaths Society 
30 May Walks programme July – December  Noted   

6 ChALC 29 May Agenda for Vale Royal Area meeting – 14th June  Noted   
7 Alzheimer’s Society 

– VR branch 
31 May Request for donation  Noted   

8 Winsford Neuro 
Centre  

24 May  Invitation to Family Fun Day – 16th June – Winsford  Noted   

9  Weaver Vale 
Housing Trust  

18 May Advertising sheltered housing accommodation 
available  

Display on 
notice boards   

10 United Utilities  25 May 
6 Jun 
7 Jun 

Details of works and timetable during road closure   
Re temporary canvas sign  

Re potential weekend working in June 

Noted  
Noted  
Noted    

11 Standards Board  6 Jun Guidance for members on the revised Code of 
Conduct  

Distributed   
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07.06.11 Publicity  
Thanks to Cllr. Walters for the advertising for the Parish Plan community open meetings. 
 
07.06.12 Next Meeting 
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th July 2007 at 7.30pm at Cotebrook Village Hall 
 
07.06.13 Any Other Business 
Transforming Learning Communities  
Cllr. M. Stewart reported that the Tarporley area Schools are to remain as now but there could be some 
impact if the Delamere Primary School closes.  
 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.00pm 



 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL  

TO BE HELD ON  
 
 

TUESDAY 10th JULY 2007 at 7.30pm at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
 

 
A G E N D A 

 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 

 
2. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 12th June 2007 for signature as  

a correct record (attached) 
   
3. Planning matters: 

a) To consider the following planning applications received for comment: 
Luddington Hill Farm, Tarporley Road – re-positioning of driveway 
Hillcrest, Fishers Green, Utkinton – ground floor extension  
 
b) To note Vale Royal BC’s decision on the following planning application: 
Three Keys Cottage, Quarry Lane – alteration and extension and replacement of flat roof – 
permitted  

 
4. To consider matters arising 
 
5. To note arrangements for advertising the two remaining vacancies on the Council  
 
6. To note progress regarding the Parish Plan 

 
7. To consider any highways matters 

 
8. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any matters arising  
 
9. Finance matters, including to 

  - receive the first quarterly statement for 2007/08 (attached) 
- agree accounts for payment (details attached)  

   
10. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 

 
11. To agree any items for publicity 
 
12. To note the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 11th September 2007 at 7.30pm at 

Utkinton Village Hall  
 

13. Any other business 
 

 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
3/7/07 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Chris McCourt – attend?? 
 
 
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement 
 
Feb  – donations – Church, 2 x village halls ? 
 
March – agree APM  
 
November – first draft budget  
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
on TUESDAY 10th JULY 2007 at 7.30pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. G. Stewart (Chair)   

T. Boyle, P. Copland and B. Walters 
 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  

  Cllr. J. Grimshaw - Vale Royal Borough Council 
 

07.07.01 Apologies for Absence  
Resolved: that the apologies for absence from Cllrs. Dahill, Hope-Terry and M. Stewart be received  

 
07.07.02 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting held on 12th June 2007 be agreed and signed as a correct 

record. 
 
07.07.03 Planning 
a) Considered the following planning applications: 
Luddington Hill Farm, Tarporley Road – re-positioning of driveway 
Resolved: that no objections be submitted but the conditions to include the current access from the 
A49 being closed. 
Hillcrest, Fishers Green – ground floor extension  
18 North Brook Road, Utkinton – WC extension to side  
Resolved: that no objections be submitted. 

 
b) Noted the following decision by Vale Royal BC: 
Hill View, Utkinton Lane, Utkinton – conservatory to rear - permitted 
Three Keys Cottage, Quarry Bank – alteration and extension, and replacement of flat roof (amended plans) 
- permitted 
 
07.07.04 Matters arising  
Co-options 
Noted Mr. Hope-Terry’s signed declaration of acceptance of office and completed register of interests’ 
pro-forma has been received. 
 
Bus Shelters 
Noted appropriate notices will be placed in the two bus shelters to meet the new requirements relating 
to no smoking in public places.  
 
07.07.05 Council Vacancies 
Noted the 2 remaining vacancies on the Council will be appropriately advertised. 
 
07.07.06 Parish Plan 
Resolved: that Cllrs. Boyle and G. Stewart progress arrangements to bring together interested volunteers 
to form a Steering Group and involve Bron Kerrigan of the Community Council 

 
07.07.07 Highways  
Noted with concern another serious road traffic accident on A49 at Cotebrook resulting in significant 
damage Cllr. Boyle’s fence and metal barrier. She is ensuring the County Council is made aware of the 
incident and the resulting damage and has been in contact with Cllr. Needham.  
Also, to report to Cheshire Highways regarding: 

- the issues regarding the need for signage to warn of road narrowing and bends on Utkinton Lane 
- much sand on roadside of Stable Lane having run off hillside  
 

07.07.08 The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections 
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections.  

 
07.07.09 Financial Matters    
Resolved: that  
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a) the 1st quarterly financial statement for 2007/08 be received  
b) the following payments be made: 

E. Beech  salary (July and August)      £300.00 
E. Beech  telephone 14/3/07-13/6/07 and broadband Apr - Jun   £ 20.15 
Moulton Parish Council part cost of printer toner      £ 13.00 
 

07.07.10 Correspondence 
Resolved:  that correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed  

 
1 Vale Royal BC 16 Jun 

 
22 Jun 
28 Jun 

Rural Housing Enabler appointed – following up re 
affordable housing   

Litter pick pack for community group litter picks 
New national concessionary bus pass – how to apply  

Noted  
 

Store at UVH 
Displayed  

2 Cheshire CC 13 Jun 
 
 

21 Jun 
7 Jul 

Local Councils Joint Cluster Event with Co. Cllrs. 
Needham and Harris at Hartford Village Hall on 6th 

September – from 6.30pm 
Cheshire Matters newsletter – June 

Copy of County Council’s Further Case for A Single 
Unitary Authority  

Notice of Sec. of State’s consultation on the Means of 
Prioritising Proposals re Local Government Review 

 
 

Noted  
Noted  

 
Noted  

 
Noted   

3 United Utilities   15 Jun Notice of Fishpool Road closure extension Noted  
4 
 

Clerks & 
Councils Direct 

7 Jul July newsletter  Noted  

5 
 

ChALC 7 Jul July Newsletter 
Info re ‘Monthly Update’ – invitation to subscribe  

Cheshire World Rural Women’s Day – 15th October – 
invitation to nominate 

Noted  
Noted  

 
Noted   

6 RHT 
Developments 

Ltd 

10 Jul Notice of availability of dwelling in Tarporley within 
‘affordable housing’ scheme – under S106 members of 

neighbouring, named parishes can apply – display 
posters on way 

 
 

Noted will 
display  

 
07.07.11 Publicity  
Will advertise when meeting of volunteers for the Parish Plan is arranged. 
 
07.07.12 Next Meeting 
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 11th September 2007 at 7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall 
 
07.07.13 Any Other Business 
Vale Royal BC 
Cllr. Grimshaw reported on the current financial position of the Rural Development Fund and on the 
progress of the rejuvenation of local playgrounds and play areas. 

 
 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.10pm 



 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL  

TO BE HELD ON  
 
 

TUESDAY 11th SEPTEMBER 2007 at 7.30pm at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL 
 

 
A G E N D A 

 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 

 
2. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 10th July 2007 for signature as  

a correct record (attached) 
   
3. Planning matters: 

a) To confirm the comments submitted on the following application: 
11 Big Field Lane, Utkinton – 2-storey extension – no objection in principle but there should be no 
adverse effect on the neighbouring property and there must be no encroachment on land not 
owned by the applicant  
 
b) To consider the following planning application received for comment: 
Stone Cottage, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – erection of retaining wall  

 
b) To note Vale Royal BC’s decision on the following planning applications: 
Luddington Hill Farm, Tarporley Road – re-positioning of driveway - permitted 
Hillcrest, Fishers Green, Utkinton – ground floor extension – permitted 
11 Big Field Lane, Utkinton – 2-storey extension – permitted  
18 North Brook Road, Utkinton – WC extension to side – permitted  

 
4. To consider matters arising 
 
5. To note the current position regarding the two remaining vacancies on the Council  
 
6. To note progress regarding the Parish Plan 

 
7. To consider any highways matters 

 
8. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any matters arising  
 
9. Finance matters, including to 

- agree accounts for payment (details attached)  
-  review insurance cover for the Shrine  
- note receipt of a ‘clean’ audit report for the period ending 31st March 2007 

 
10. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 

 
11. To agree any items for publicity and to consider website content and management  
 
12. To note the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 9th October 2007 at 7.30pm at Cotebrook 

Village Hall  
 

13. Any other business 
 

 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
31/8/07 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris McCourt – attend?? 
 
 
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement 
 
Feb  – donations – Church, 2 x village halls ? 
 
March – agree APM  
 
November – first draft budget  
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL on 
TUESDAY 11th SEPTEMBER 2007 at 7.30pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. G. Stewart (Chair for meeting)   

T. Boyle and B. Walters 
 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  

  Cllr. J. Grimshaw - Vale Royal Borough Council 
  Cllr. A. Needham – Cheshire County Council 
  J. Cooper – Cotebrook resident  
 

07.09.01 Apologies for Absence  
Resolved: that the apologies for absence from Cllrs. Copland, Dahill, Hope-Terry and M. Stewart be 

received  
 

07.09.02 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting held on 10th July 2007 be agreed and signed as a correct 

record. 
 
07.09.03 Planning 
a) Resolved: that the comments submitted on the following application be confirmed: 

11 Big Field Lane, Utkinton – 2-storey extension – no objection in principle but there should 
be no adverse effect on the neighbouring property and there must be no encroachment on 
land not owned by the applicant  

 
b) Considered the following planning application: 
Stone Cottage, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – erection of retaining wall (retrospective)  
Resolved: that the following comments be submitted: 

i)  disappointment that the application is retrospective and equally disappointed that the application 
papers do not indicate that it is retrospective; a fact which has only come to light because members 
are aware of the location; 
ii)  the wall which has been constructed is not a dry stone wall of any quality; 
iii)  it is understood that significant improvements are planned for the property so further 
applications for planning permission are anticipated.  
iv)  it is also understood that there is an intention to remove the holly hedge at the front of the 
property and replace it with a similar wall to the one constructed and for which retrospective 
planning permission is being sought therefore the Council’s concern to ensure that this does not 
happen as the hedge is in prime condition, is in keeping with neighbouring properties and the area 
as a whole and a wall of poor quality would detract from the appearance of the area; and   
v)  a request that development at this location is closely monitored to ensure that the appearance 
and character of this area of the village is not adversely affected.  

 
c) Noted the following decisions by Vale Royal BC: 
Luddington Hill Farm, Tarporley Road – re-positioning of driveway – permitted 
Hillcrest, Fishers Green – ground floor extension - permitted 
11 Big Field Lane, Utkinton – 2 storey extension – permitted  
18 North Brook Road, Utkinton – WC extension to side – permitted 
 
07.09.04 Matters arising  
A49 - Cotebrook 
Noted latest incident resulting in death of lorry driver.  A discussion ensued during which the Chairman 
invited Mr. Cooper to take part, regarding continuing lack of response by the County Council on measures 
to prevent more incidents, including a mandatory speed limit. Cllr. Needham requested data and 
information regarding incidents which Mr Cooper and Cllr. Boyle will provide.  
Resolved: that Cllr. Needham’s intention to investigate whether any further action can be taken by the 
County Council be noted.   
 
07.09.05 Council Vacancies 
Noted no applications for co-option to the Council have been received. 
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07.09.06 Parish Plan 
Resolved: that Cllr. G. Stewart will make further contact with Bron Kerrigan, Cheshire Community Council  
to progress a further meeting.  

 
07.09.07 Highways  
Cotebrook – area near noticeboard  
Noted the Clerk and Mr and Mrs Hague (Cotebrook residents) have met with Rob Brooks of Cheshire 
Highways as a result of which the fallen tree is to be removed and the grassed area tidied up. 
Resolved: that the Parish Council consider taking responsibility for some basic maintenance of the 
area once the main tidy up has been completed.  
 
Maintenance – the following be reported to the relevant authorities for maintenance: 
a) footpath in Tirley Lane from the junction with John Street to the School to be cleared of debris, 
chippings, etc  
b) annual clean up of Northgate Steps, including re-placing sandstone which has fallen away from the 
banking at the side of part of the Steps and improving the surface at the bottom of the Steps which 
becomes wet and can be slippy.  
 
07.09.08 The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections 
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections.  

 
07.09.09 Financial Matters    
Payments:  
Resolved: that  
a) the following payments be made: 

E. Beech   salary        £ 51.00 
E. Beech    travel (Jun – Aug)      £ 30.00 
HM Revenue & Customs PAYE (2nd quarter)      £ 99.00 
UHY Hacker Young   audit of 2006/07 Annual Return     £ 50.00 

 
b)  the following payments made in August be confirmed: 
 K. Billington    grass cutting at the Quarry and around Billinge Pit £ 80.00 
 Vale Royal BC   rent of land – Cotebrook Green 1   £ 50.00 
 
Insurance: 
Noted estimated value figure for replacement or rebuild of the Shrine received from Quadriga Ltd, a 
specialist company is £15,000. 
Resolved: that insurance cover for the Shrine be revised to reflect the new valuation. 
 
Audit: 
Noted receipt of a ‘clean’ audit of the 2006/07 Annual Return. 
 
07.09.10 Correspondence 
Resolved:  that  
a) correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed; 
b) action to improve the state of the Wet Lane footpath at Cotebrook be requested;  
c) the letter from the owner of land in Cotebrook be considered as a confidential matter and members 

of the public and the press withdraw for that item; and  
d) progress regarding the affordable housing report be an agenda item for the next meeting 

  
1 Vale Royal 

BC 
1 Aug 

 
6 Aug 

 
 
 
6 Aug 

14 Aug 
15 Aug 

 
31 Aug 

April – June 2007 report re Vale Royal Community Safety 
Warden Scheme 

Reporting the award of status of an Excellent Council & 
Local Government Reorganisation – reporting the Secretary 

of State’s announcement that she is minded to implement a 2 
unitary structure and the Borough Council’s response 

Copies of the Vale Royal Reporter 
Sports and Arts Directory 2007 

Consultation on the Frodsham Parish Landscape 
Assessment and Town Design Statement SPD  

Review of Licensing Policy – invitation to comment on draft  

 
Noted  

 
 
 

Noted  
Noted  
Noted  

 
Noted  
Noted  

2 Cheshire CC 20 Jul Consultation on option to close some Older People’s  
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31 July 

 
 
3 Aug 

 
15 Aug 

 
24 Aug 
31 Aug 

community support centres  
Local Government Reorganisation – reporting the Secretary 

of State’s announcement that she is minded to implement a 2 
unitary structure and the County Council’s response 

Notice of the adoption of the Cheshire Replacement Waste 
Local Plan 

Parish Small Grants Scheme to improve access to the local 
countryside  

‘Cheshire Matters’ – August edition  
Copy of the Council’s Annual Corporate Performance Report  

Noted  
 

 
Noted  

 
Noted  
See 

above   
Noted  
Noted  

3 Crewe & 
Nantwich 

and 
Congleton 

BCs 

17 Aug Joint letter regarding their position on Local Government 
Reorganisation 

Noted  

4 Cheshire 
Police 

Authority  

17 Aug 
 
 

8 Sep 

Police Forum – August newsletter  
Next meeting of Vale Royal Police Forum – 17th October – 

7pm Tarporley   
Notice of possible funding for improved street lighting in 

relation to community safety  

Noted  
 

Noted  
 

Noted  
5 Cheshire 

Assoc. of 
Local 

Councils  

24 Aug 
 
 

27 Aug  

Training - Code of Conduct and its implications – 26th Sept or 
2nd Oct. – 6.30pm Winsford  

September newsletter  
Notice of Annual Meeting – 18th October – 6.30pm – 

Middlewich Civic Hall and opportunity to submit motion/s  
 

Vale Royal Area Meeting – 20th September – Wyvern House 
– 7pm  

Clerk 
attending  

Distributed  
Clerk and 
Cllr Dahill  
attending 

 
Noted   

6 Cheshire 
Community 

Council  

12 Jul ‘Cheshire Rural View’ July newsletter  Noted   

7 Chester City 
Council  

7 Aug Notice of preparation of the Core Strategy – Local 
Development Framework 

Noted   

8 United 
Utilities  

21 Jul Notice of further closure of Fishpool Road from 28th Aug – 
21st September 

 
Noted   

9 Owner of 
land in 

Cotebrook 

24 Aug Re affordable housing  See 
above  

10  Clerks & 
Councils 

Direct  

8 Sep September edition Noted  

 
07.09.11 Publicity / Website Content and Management  
Noted website is now live but containing only basic information; current and additional content now need 
to be considered  
Resolved: that Cllr. Hope-Terry’s offer to be responsible for the development of the website be 
accepted and further development of the site be agreed at the next meeting.  
 
07.09.12 Next Meeting 
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 9th October 2007 at 7.30pm at Cotebrook Village Hall 
 
07.09.13 Any Other Business 
Vale Royal BC 
Cllr. Grimshaw reported the expected commencement of work on site for the development of the new 
Lifestyle Centre at Winsford and on the current position regarding local government review. 

 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.40pm 



 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL  

TO BE HELD ON  
 

TUESDAY 9th OCTOBER 2007 at 7.30pm at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
 

A G E N D A 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 

 
2. To agree the minutes, including the confidential minutes, of the meeting held on Tuesday  

11th September 2007 for signature as a correct record (attached) 
   
3. Planning matters: 

a) To consider the following planning applications received for comment: 
Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – replacement of existing building with retention of 
existing front and western end elevation   
Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – extension of dwelling to provide underground store / 
games room 

 b) To note update on United Utilities development at Fishpool Road (refers to Cllr. 
Hope-Terry’s residents’ letter e-mailed to members) 

 
4. To consider matters arising 
 
5. To complete the Affordable Housing survey report  
 
6. To note the receipt of an Awards for All grant for the project at the Cotebrook Greens  
 
7. To note progress regarding the Parish Plan 

 
8. To consider any highways matters 

 
9. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any matters arising  
 
10. Finance matters, including to 

-  receive the 2nd quarter financial statement 2007/08 (attached)  
- agree accounts for payment (details attached)  

 
11. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 

 
12. To agree any items for publicity  
 
13. To consider development of website content  
 
14. To note the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 13th November 2007 at 7.30pm at 

Utkinton Village Hall  
 

15. Any other business 
 

 
 
 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
03/10/07 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris McCourt – attend?? 
 
 
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement 
 
Feb  – donations – Church, 2 x village halls ? 
 
March – agree APM  
 
November – first draft budget  
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
on TUESDAY 9th OCTOBER 2007 at 7.30pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chair)   

P. Copland, G. Hope-Terry, M. Stewart, G. Stewart and B. Walters 
 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  

  Cllr. J. Grimshaw - Vale Royal Borough Council 
  

Cllr. Hope-Terry was welcomed to his first meeting. 
     
07.10.01 Apology for Absence  
Resolved: that the apology for absence from Cllr. Boyle be received  

 
07.10.02 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting, including the confidential minutes, held on 11th September 

2007 be agreed and signed as a correct record. 
 
07.10.03 Planning 
a) Considered the following planning applications for Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane: 

- replacement of existing building with retention of existing front and western end elevation  
- extension of dwelling to provide underground store / games room 

After discussion, it was 
Resolved: that the following comments be submitted: 

The Council has no objections in principle to these proposals.  However, the Council would like to 
register that it would have significant concerns regarding any further development and / or change 
of use of the range of buildings at this location. 

 
b) Received an update on the United Utilities development at Fishpool Road from Cllr. Hope-Terry. 

Noted residents’ concerns about a number of matters relating to the current work being undertaken 
which are causing significant disruption and conflict with commitments made at earlier public 
meetings. 

Resolved: that a letter be sent to GCA and copied to United Utilities and the residents, outlining the 
concerns and seeking assurances in respect of the project, as follows:   

  
1. Road Closure  
The originally required closure for 3 weeks in May/June was seemingly insufficient resulting 
in a significantly longer period which will continue to 19th October.  This has been and 
continues to be very disruptive to local residents who have to make a significant detour to 
their properties and has resulted in much heavy traffic using Stable Lane to access the site 
works.  
2. Week-end working 
Earlier discussions gave an indication that there would be no week-end working but within a 
short time of the project commencing week-end working was introduced.  A statement was 
made to residents that it would Saturdays only but when a letter arrived it reported Sunday 
working.  Residents were given to understand in from correspondence that this work would 
be ‘principally inside the building’ when in fact to date there has been much outdoor activity 
and ‘this is not envisaged to create any noise’ when in fact there are noisy vehicle 
manoeuvrings and HGVs deliveries arriving on site.  
3. Overnight working  
Overnight working took place on one occasion, involving lights; various equipment; etc, but 
no information was relayed to residents. Condition 6 of the planning permission granted 
includes ‘all lighting shall be extinguished before 8pm’; this situation appears to contravene 
that Condition.  
The above are the most critical concerns and clearly present significantly more 
inconvenience than was revealed to the Parish Council and residents by officers responsible 
for the site, at meetings prior to planning approval being given and at subsequent meetings 
with residents.  This is wholly unacceptable.  
The Parish Council and residents therefore request: 
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a) an explanation for the length of time the road closure has been required and an 
assurance that there will be no further highway disruptions; 

b) an assurance that no HGVs, including deliveries will be made henceforth at week-
ends; and 

c) an assurance that the project will be completed by 31st March 2008  
 

07.10.04 Matters arising  
A49 - Cotebrook 
Noted the County Council letter received advising that a vehicle activated sign warning drivers of the 
bend is to be sited on the northbound side of the A49 in the village centre. 
Cllr. Grimshaw reported he is requesting a review of the camber of the road at this point.  
Resolved: that  
a) the County Council be requested to site a similar vehicle activated sign on the southbound side of 

the road before the Fox and Barrel to warn drivers of the bend from the opposite direction 
b) Cllr. Dahill speak to John Cooper of the residents group, to suggest a public meeting be arranged 

with the Police 
 
Council Vacancies  
Noted the two vacancies remain. 

 
07.10.05 Affordable Housing 
Considered outcome of questionnaire survey and the process for publicising a summary. Received a draft 
summary prepared by the Chairman. 
Resolved: that the draft summary be agreed subject to minor amendments and posted on the website 
and noticeboards.  

 
07.10.06 Cotebrook Greens 
Noted the successful application to Awards for All for a grant of £5676 to be added to the donations from 
United Utilities and Vale Royal BC to progress the play facilities, seating and a grassed pathway at the 
Greens. 
Resolved: that a further update on the project be given at the next meeting  

 
07.10.07 Parish Plan 
Noted meeting not yet progressed. 

 
07.10.08 Highways  
Resolved: that the following maintenance matters be reported to Cheshire Highways: 

- pothole near Heaths Farm in Heaths Lane 
- road breaking up at edges and potholes on stretch of Utkinton Lane near Utkinton Hall  

 
07.10.09 The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections 
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections.  Noted some damage has been done to the 
metal perimeter fence around the United Utilities treatment plant at Cotebrook.  
Resolved: that Cllr. Stewart report the fence damage to United Utilities for repair.  

 
07.10.10 Financial Matters    
Payments:  
Resolved: that  
a) the 2nd quarter financial statement for 2007/08 be received 
b) the following net payments be made: 

E. Beech   salary        £150.00 
E. Beech    tel calls (14/6/07-12/0/07) and broadband   £  13.42 
Lambert Smith Hampton  rent of Cotebrook Green 2 for period Nov 07-Oct 08 £  50.00 
K. Billington    grass cutting at The Quarry and the Pit    £  80.00 
Mrs K. Dahill   plants for the Shrine      £  24.77 
 

07.10.11 Correspondence 
Resolved:  that correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed 

 
1 Cheshire CC 14 Sep 

 
 

Copy of first edition of the ‘Making the LINk in Cheshire’ 
newsletter – explains duty of County Council to establish a 
‘LINk’ in their area for local groups and individuals to have 
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18 Sep 

 
22 Sep 
28 Sep 
2 Oct 
4 Oct 

stronger voice on issues relating to health and social care 
Invitation to attend ‘Play Your Part’ topical debates across 

Cheshire in October  
Public consultation on Minerals Development Framework 

Cheshire Matters – Sept. edition  
Local Government Reorganisation – further letter   

Local Transport Plan – delivery report 2007 

Noted  
 

Noted  
Noted  
Noted  
Noted  
Noted   

2 DEFRA 2 Oct Letter and booklet re climate change and information on 
ways Parish Councils can play a role   

 
Noted  

3 Standards Board   28 Sep Copy of Town and Parish Standard – September edition  Noted   
4 GCA (on behalf 

of United Utilities) 
14 Sep 
22 Sep 

Advising closure of Fishpool Road extended to 5th October  
Detailing weekend working wef September to March 2008 

Noted  
Noted   

5 John Cooper 28 Sep Re A49 –  
a) copy of letter to Stephen O’Brien updating him on 

incidents and implications  
b) advising Cheshire Highways are to site a single 

flashing warning slow and bend sing on the 
southerly direction to Fox Bank and requesting 
Council support for one to be installed on the 

northerly approach 

 
 

Noted  
 
 
 

Send letter 
of support 

6 Cheshire 
Community  

Council 

19 Sep Notice of AGM – 11th October – 7pm – Nantwich  Noted   

 
07.10.12 Publicity / Website Content and Management  
Received Cllr. Hope-Terry’s recommendations for the development of the website  
Resolved: that this be further considered at the next meeting.  
 
07.10.13 Next Meeting 
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 13th November 2007 at 7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall 
 
07.10.14 Any Other Business 
Eaton School 
Cllr. M. Stewart reported on the School’s very successful, recent OfSTED inspection and outcome.  
 
Vale Royal BC 
Cllr. Grimshaw reported on the latest position regarding Local Government Reorganisation for Cheshire, 
highlighting that a final decision is expected by the end of November. 

 
 
 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.15pm 



 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL  

TO BE HELD ON  
 

TUESDAY 13th NOVEMBER 2007 at 7.30pm at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL 
 

A G E N D A 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 

 
2. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 9th October 2007 for signature as  

a correct record (attached) 
   
3. Planning matters: 

a) To consider the following planning applications received for comment: 
Smithy Farm, Smithy Lane, Utkinton   -  conversion of part of outbuilding into ancillary living 
accommodation 
Fishpool Farm, Fishpool Road – develop a touring caravan site  
 
b) To note the following planning application decisions by Vale Royal BC: 
Stone Cottage, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – retention of wall – permitted with conditions re hedgerow  
Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – extension to dwelling to provide underground store / 
games room – permitted with conditions re landscaping  
Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – replacement of existing dwelling with retention of 
existing front and western end elevations – permitted  

 
4. To consider matters arising, including United Utilities / GCA response regarding the 

Fishpool Road development  
 
5. To receive an update on the project at the Cotebrook Greens  
 
6. To note any progress regarding the Parish Plan 

 
7. To consider any highways matters 

 
8. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any matters arising  
 
9. Finance matters, including to 

-  receive the 2nd quarter report of the Internal Auditor for 2007/08 
- agree accounts for payment (details attached)  

 
10. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 

 
11. To agree any items for publicity  
 
12. To consider development of website content  
 
13. To note the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 11th December 2007 at 7.30pm at 

Cotebrook Village Hall  
 

14. Any other business 
 

 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
07/11/07 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris McCourt – attend?? 
 
 
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement 
 
Feb  – donations – Church, 2 x village halls ? 
 
March – agree APM  
 
December – first draft budget  
January – final  
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL on 
TUESDAY 13th NOVEMBER 2007 at 7.30pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chair)   

T. Boyle, P. Copland, G. Hope-Terry, M. Stewart, G. Stewart and B. Walters 
 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  

  Cllr. J. Grimshaw - Vale Royal Borough Council 
  Cllr. A. Needham – Cheshire County Council 

     
07.11.01 Apologies for Absence  
None. 

 
07.11.02 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting held on 9th October 2007 be agreed and signed as a correct 

record. 
 
07.11.03 Planning 
i) Considered the following planning applications  

Smithy Farm, Smithy Lane, Utkinton – conversion of part of outbuilding into ancillary living 
accommodation 

Resolved: that that no objections be submitted 
 
Fishpool Farm, Fishpool Road – change of use of agricultural land to a caravan site 

Resolved: that  
a) the Council submit objections to the application, on the following grounds: 
access – increase in inappropriate traffic using Stable Lane from A49 and from the other direction, 
the dangerous junction where Fishpool Road meets the A54; 
amenity – the inclusion in the papers that the nearest residential property is 70m from the site is 
incorrect as the nearest neighbour actually resides at Fishpool Farm, adjacent to the development; 
archaeological site – no independent view on the proposal has been sought in relation to it being a 
possible archaeological site  
designated Area of Special County Value – it is in an ASCV but this appear to be set aside when 
this application is considered 
evidence of need – no evidence of the level of demand for additional touring facilities has been 
provided or sought  
decision - even though a number of important policies defined in the Local Plan (as listed in the 
Officer’s Report at section 3.1) are referred to as being ‘relevant considerations’ the application is 
being recommended for approval under the designation that Policy RT13 Touring Recreational 
Caravan Sites is considered the most significant policy to which the criteria for approval / refusal 
should be applied.  However, the application contravenes some of the RT13 criteria therefore it 
should be refused.  
b) a written explanation be sought as to why this Parish Council was not consulted at the same 

time as other consultees. 
 
ii) Noted the following planning applications decisions made by Vale Royal BC 

Stone Cottage, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – retention of wall – permitted with conditions re hedgerow  
Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – extension to dwelling to provide underground store / 
games room – permitted with conditions re landscaping  
Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – replacement of existing dwelling with retention of 
existing front and western end elevations – permitted  
 

07.11.04 Matters arising  
United Utilities development at Fishpool Road  
Noted response from GCA (site contractors) to the issues raised at the last meeting.  Noted that Vale 
Royal BC Planning Officers have met with GCA 
Resolved: that a further letter be sent advising that the Council is not satisfied with the explanations 
offered to the concerns raised, that they do not appear to be complying with the agreement made and are 
not acting as ‘good neighbours’ and the Council is disappointed with their behaviour and response.  
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A49 - Cotebrook 
Noted vehicles are slowing down since the installation of the vehicle activated sign warning drivers of the 
bend is to be sited on the northbound side of the A49 in the village centre.  A request has been submitted 
for a review of the camber of the road at this point and a check on the lack of friction.  

 
07.11.05 Cotebrook Greens 
Noted discussion held with the owners of both pieces of land (Vale Royal BC and United Utilities).  Both 
are in support of the project.  Planning application now to be completed.  Publicity in Chester Chronicle 
regarding grant award.  
Resolved: that the update on the project be received  

 
07.11.06 Parish Plan 
Resolved: that, as there does not appear to be only limited enthusiasm from the community no further 
action on a Parish Plan be taken but the matter remain under review.  

 
07.11.07 Highways  
Resolved: that the following maintenance matters be reported to Cheshire Highways: 

- potholes and edges worn away along Tirley Lane, particularly near Monarchy Hall Farm 
- road breaking up and some flooding on Utkinton Road near its junction with Fishers 

Green  
- Heaths Lane continues to flood – grids are blocked with weeds – noted maintenance 

work ongoing there 
- the outstanding work on the Northgate Steps be undertaken, as previously requested  

and Vale Royal BC be requested to clear leaves and debris from Oulton Mill Lane 
 
07.11.08 The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections 
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections.   

 
07.11.09 Financial Matters    
Payments:  
Resolved: that  
a) the Internal Auditor’s report for the period April to September be received and that there are no 

anomalies or areas of concern identified, be noted 
b) the following net payments be made: 

E. Beech   salary        £150.00 
E. Beech    tel calls (14/6/07-12/0/07) (owed from October)   £    2.87 
Cotebrook Village Hall  hire of hall for meetings in 2007    £  75.00 
Royal British Legion  donation for poppy wreath    £  25.00 
Allianz Cornhill plc  premium increase following revaluation of The Shrine £  57.58 
Moulton Parish Council  part payment of laser printer toner   £  10.00 
 

07.11.10 Correspondence 
Resolved:  that correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed 

 
1 Vale Royal BC 13 Oct  

19 Oct 
23 Oct  

 
25 Oct 
27 Oct  
31 Oct 

 
10 Nov 

Summary of Accounts 2006/07 
Revised timetable of Borough Council meeting s 2007/08 

SPD on Historic Built Environment – invitation to 
contribute 

Request for contact details of Chairs of Parish Councils  
Parish Tree Planting Scheme  

Community Safety Warden Scheme – report for period 
July to Sept. 2007 

Seeking view on fly-posting – in particular re removal of 
flypostings advertising social and community events 

inviting help to identify specific sites 

Noted 
Noted  

 
Noted  

Supplied  
Noted  

 
Noted  

 
 

Noted  
2 Cheshire CC 12 Oct 

 
 

7 Nov  
10 Nov 

Minerals Development Framework – consultation of the 
Core Strategy and Site Specific Policies and Allocations 

document  
October edition – ‘Cheshire Matters’ 

Strategic Environmental Assessment – Joint Waste 

 
 

Noted  
 

Noted  
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Management Strategy – consultation on the Joint 
Councils’ assessment of environmental and sustainability 
impacts and of their proposals for measures to prevent, 

mitigate and monitor the impacts – availability of 
documents and notice of drop in sessions – deadline 4th 

Feb 2008 

 
 
 
 

 
Noted  

3 Chester City 
Council  

17 Oct  
 
 

Consultation on the Chester Station Gateway Design 
Guide 

Notice of the adoption of Supplementary Planning 
Documents including for Design for Residential 

Development / Affordable Housing  

 
Noted  

 
 

Noted   
4 Cheshire Police  3 Nov Vale Royal Forum – October Newsletter Noted  
5 NHS North West    1 Nov Annual Report 2006/07 Noted   
6 Cheshire Co. Pl. 

Fields Assoc. 
17 Oct  Annual Report 2006/07  

Autumn edition of ‘The Playing Field’  
Noted  
Noted   

7 ChALC 12 Nov Agenda for Vale Royal Area meeting – 29th November – 
Winsford 

Noted 
Chairman 
attending 

8 Cllr. A. 
Needham  

6 Nov Information on the consultation on the future of local Post 
Offices proposed for replacement by an outreach solution  

 
Noted  

9  Joint- Crewe 
and Nantwich 

BC and 
Congleton BC  

16 Oct  Letter re Local Government in Cheshire – update and 
request for support not to implement unitary local 

government in Cheshire 

 
 

Noted   

10 GCA 15 Oct  
19 Oct  

Notice re further weekend work 
Notice of landscaping meeting with residents 

Noted  
Noted   

11 Clerks & 
Councils Direct  

7 Nov November edition  Noted   

 
07.11.11 Website Content  
Noted Cllr. Hope-Terry and the Clerk are to meet with Mark Fletcher regarding managing the website. 
 
07.11.12 Next Meeting 
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 11th December 2007 at 7.00pm at Cotebrook Village Hall 
 
07.11.13 Any Other Business 
Public Transport  
Noted new availability of free bus passes for pensioners and some concern that there are insufficient 
seats available on the local bus. 
 
Kerbside collections 
Concern that plastic recycling is not collected from some properties but noted scheme is to be extended. 
 
Homewatch  
Noted Cheshire Police Homewatch Officer is requesting e-mail addresses for person to be sent 
Homewatch information to pass on to neighbours and others.  Clerk to provide all Council members’ e-
mail addresses, as a start. 
 
Borough Council 
Cllr. Grimshaw reported: 

- LGR decision expected early December  
- Lifestyle Centre, Winsford progressing – expected opening in April 2009  

 
 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.50pm 



 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL  

TO BE HELD ON  
 

TUESDAY 11th DECEMBER 2007 at 7.00pm at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
 
 

A G E N D A 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 

 
2. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 13th November 2007 for signature as  

a correct record (attached) 
   
3. Planning matters: 

a) To consider the following planning applications received for comment: 
Woodside, Luddington Hill, Tarporley Road, Utkinton – two storey and single storey extension at 
rear, front porch and detached garage  
Stone Cottage, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – demolition of existing house and erection of new dwelling 

 
b) To note the following planning application decisions by Vale Royal BC: 
Smithy Farm, Smithy Lane, Utkinton   - conversion of part of outbuilding into ancillary living 
accommodation - permitted 
Rowley Farm, Quarry Bank, Utkinton – building to be used for storage of fodder (prior approval 
not required but subject to some conditions)  
 

4. To consider matters arising 
 
5. To consider any highways matters 

 
6. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any matters arising  
 
7. Finance matters, including to 

-  receive the first draft budget for 2008/09 (attached)  
- agree accounts for payment (details attached)  

 
8. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 

 
9. To agree any items for publicity  
 
10. To receive an update on the development of the website  
 
11. To note the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 8th January 2008 at 7.30pm at Utkinton 

Village Hall  
 

12. Any other business 
 
 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
05/12/07 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Chris McCourt – attend?? 
 
 
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement 
 
Feb  – donations – Church, 2 x village halls ? 
 
March – agree APM  
 
December – first draft budget  
January – final  
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
on TUESDAY 11th DECEMBER 2007 at 7.00pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chair)   

T. Boyle, P. Copland, G. Hope-Terry, M. Stewart, G. Stewart and B. Walters 
 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  

   
     
07.12.01 Apologies for Absence  
Noted the apologies received from Cllr. J. Grimshaw - Vale Royal Borough Council. 

 
07.12.02 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting held on 13th November 2007 be agreed and signed as a correct 

record. 
 
07.12.03 Planning 
i) Considered the following planning applications  
Woodside, Luddington Hill, Tarporley Road – two storey and single storey extension at rear, front porch 
and detached garage 
Resolved: that no objections be submitted 

 
Stone Cottage, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – demolition of existing house and erection of new dwelling 
Resolved: that the Council  
- submit objections to the application on the grounds that it contravenes Section H10 of the Council’s 
Adopted Local Plan (First Review Alteration), as follows:  

1. Materials 
A major issue is the materials it is proposed to use – Ashlar York Stone is entirely out of keeping 
with the area – other properties are sandstone and/or rendered and painted and are in keeping with 
the surroundings. This is in contravention of H10 (i) and (iv) as proposed materials are not 
appropriate to the form and character of the surroundings and therefore have a greater impact on 
the character of the open countryside. 
In addition there is reference to a roof garden but no details of what that would actually be but it 
may not be in keeping and could include structures which would have an impact on the open 
countryside.  
2. Curtilage 
The height of the building is stated as being no higher than the property it is proposed to demolish 
but the building may be higher as the information given refers to the height of the eaves not to the 
height of the ridge tile on the roof – the pitch of the roof could take the property higher. 
This may be in contravention of H10 as the replacement property may not be within the curtilage of 
the property it is proposed to demolish. 
 

- recommends that the property should be renovated using appropriate materials and with minimal 
extension to permit it to be habitable. The design statement submitted refers to refurbishment not being 
economically viable but evidence is not provided. The Local Plan through H10 provides for rebuilding so 
retaining cottages should have equal status to replacement being an automatic option.  

 
ii) Noted the following planning applications decisions made by Vale Royal BC 

Smithy Farm, Smithy Lane, Utkinton – conversion of part of outbuilding into ancillary living 
accommodation - permitted 
Rowley Farm, Quarry Bank, Utkinton – building to be used for storage of fodder – prior approval not 
required but subject to some conditions 
 

iii) re Fishpool Farm, Fishpool Road – application to change use of agricultural land to a caravan site 
Noted Vale Royal BC Planning Committee has deferred the application to enable more detailed site plans 
to be provided and further consideration of the site access. Noted also that Cllr. Grimshaw will continue to 
oppose the application.  
Resolved: that the Borough Council be advised that the following should also be taken into account 
when the application is considered again:  
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Regarding access - despite reference to Highways indicating that as it is '2km from the site 
therefore too remote from the site to be a concern' (4.3) there are concerns: 
-           about the length of a vehicle and its attached caravan pulling slowly out onto the A49 at the 
junction of Stable Lane  
-           that Stable Lane is too narrow in parts for towed caravans and large caravanettes to safely 
pass an oncoming vehicle 
-           that, although the owners are claiming that all their publicity will show access from the A54, 
satellite navigation systems for journeys being made from the south will bring traffic via the A49 and 
Stable Lane (B5152)  
 
 Regarding concerns about long stay, if the application is approved the second sentence in 
condition 13 should commence 'The period of occupation .....' i.e. the words 'Unless otherwise 
agreed with the local planning authority' should be removed so that there is no question that it could 
become a full year open site. 
 

07.12.04 Matters arising  
None.  

 
07.12.05 Highways  
Resolved: that the following maintenance matters be reported to Cheshire Highways: 

- significant damage to Tirley Lane, particularly near Monarchy Hall Farm mainly as a 
result of large vehicles working on property development  

- road breaking up along area on Utkinton Road from its junction with Wood Lane to its 
junction with Fishers Green  

- sand, soil, debris and lying water at Heaths Lane near its junction with Quarry Bank  
- much sand lying on the road at the junction of Heaths Lane and Fishpool Road 
- following periods of rain the length of Stable Lane from its junction with Utkinton Lane 

towards Fishpool Road is left with much sand across the road  
- the road deterioration at and near the junction of Smithy Lane and Utkinton Lane has 

not been repaired  
- the crossroads and speed limit warning sign light on the A49 at Cotebrook reported as 

not functioning has not yet been repaired 
- the outstanding work to repair or replace the sandstone blocks which have come away 

from the edge of the Northgate Steps and to provide some stone at the bottom of the 
Steps be undertaken, as previously requested  

 
07.12.06 The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections 
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections.  Noted required maintenance work has 
been undertaken at the Quarry. Also, the broken fence at Cotebrook Green 2 needs repair 
Resolved: that the United Utilities / GCA be approached to carry out the fence repair 

 
07.12.07 Financial Matters    
Payments:  
Resolved: that  
a) the first draft budget for 2008/09 be received, the budget figures for maintenance of The Quarry and 

the Cotebrook Greens be increased and the final budget and precept be agreed at the next meeting 
b) the following net payments be made: 

E. Beech   salary        £  98.78 
E. Beech    travel expenses (Sep - Nov)     £  46.80 
E. Beech   postages (Jun – Nov)      £  12.71 
HM Revenue & Customs PAYE       £112.42 
Vale Royal BC   planning application for Greens project   £132.50  
D. Wright   grass cutting, strimming – Greens areas - 2007  £425.00  
 

07.12.08 Correspondence 
Resolved:  that correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed 
 

1 Vale Royal BC 23 Nov 
 

26 Nov 
6 Dec 

 

Parish precept requirements 2008/09 
 

Autumn 2007 ‘Vale Royal Reporter’ 
Copy of Cotebrook and of Utkinton Registers of 

Electors (restricted use)  

Confirm at next 
meeting 
Noted  
Noted  
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10 Dec Christmas card from the Mayor and Mayoress  Noted   
2 Cheshire CC 16 Nov 

21 Nov 
 

28 Nov 

November edition of ‘Cheshire Matters’  
‘Parish Small Grants Scheme’ – further 

invitation to submit projects  
Details of winter gritting routes  

Noted  
 

Noted  
Noted   

3 Cheshire 
Community 

Council  

24 Nov  Information on grant scheme ‘Strengthening 
Rural Communities’ 

Noted   

4 ChALC  16 Nov 
 

30 Nov 

November newsletter and notice of national pay 
settlement for 2007/08 

2008 Clerk and Councillors’ Training Dates  

E-mailed copy 
 

Distributed     
5 Community 

Consultation Ltd 
16 Nov Details of alternative insurance policy designed 

for the smaller rural council  
Chairman to 

consider    
6 Mid-Cheshire 

Footpaths Soc. 
21 Nov Walks programme January – June 2008 Noted   

 
 

07.12.09 Website  
Noted website content being progressed following the meeting with Mark Fletcher of the County Council.   
 
07.12.10 Next Meeting 
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 8th January 2008 at 7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall 
 
07.12.11 Any Other Business 
Kerbside collections 
Further concern expressed that plastic recycling is not collected from some properties. 
 
A49 - Cotebrook  
Noted the flashing speed warning sign appears successful in reducing speeds and is highlighting 
speeding being done by vehicles entering the village from the other direction.  
 
Vacancies 
Noted 2 vacancies on the Council remain  
 
Local Government Review 
Noted the LGR decision is still awaited. 

 
 
 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.30pm 



 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL  

TO BE HELD ON  
 

TUESDAY 8th JANUARY 2008 at 7.30pm at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL 
 
 

A G E N D A 
 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 

 
2. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 11th December 2007 for signature as  

a correct record (attached) 
   
3. Planning matters: 

a) To consider the following planning application received for comment: 
Fishers Green Farm, Fishers Green – change of use from agricultural to light industrial B1 use 
 

 b) To note an update on the following planning application: 
Stone Cottage, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – demolition of existing house and erection of new dwelling 

 
c) To note the following planning application decision by Vale Royal BC: 
Woodside, Luddington Hill, Tarporley Road, Utkinton – two storey and single storey extension at 
rear, front porch and detached garage - refused 
 

4. To consider matters arising on the minutes  
 
5. To consider any highways matters 

 
6. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any matters arising  
 
7. Finance matters, including to  

- receive the 3rd quarter financial statement for 2007/08 (attached) 
- agree the budget, including the precept for 2008/09 (further draft attached) 
- agree accounts for payment (details attached)  

 
8. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 

 
9. To agree any items for publicity  
 
10. To receive an update on the development of the website  
 
11. To note the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th February 2008 at 7.30pm at 

Cotebrook Village Hall  
 

12. Any other business 
 
 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
02/01/07 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Chris McCourt – attend?? 
 
 
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement 
 
Feb  – donations – Church, 2 x village halls ? 
 
March – agree APM  
 
December – first draft budget  
January – final  
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL on 
TUESDAY 8th JANUARY 2008 at 7.30pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chair)   

T. Boyle, P. Copland, G. Hope-Terry, M. Stewart and G. Stewart  
 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  

  County Cllr. A. Needham 
     
08.01.01 Apologies for Absence  
Resolved: that the apology for absence from Cllr. Walters be received  

 
08.01.02 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting held on 11th December 2007 be agreed and signed as a  

correct record. 
 
08.01.03 Planning 
i) Considered the following planning application  

Fishers Green Farm, Fishers Green – change of use from agricultural to light industrial B1 use 
Resolved: that whilst appreciating the application may be more speculative than specific more 
detailed information about the proposal be sought to enable fuller consideration, as follows: 

- re Section 11 - some indication of how many and what type of businesses  
- re Section 14A – some indication of how many persons likely to be working at the development 
- re Section 14B – how many existing staff are employed on the site 
- re Section 17 - the road off which the farm lies not a good one; it is relatively narrow so need a 

Highways view  
- the plans and drawings accompanying the application are very basic so more information is 

required   
 

ii) Noted the amended plans submitted for Stone Cottage, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – demolition of 
existing house and erection of new dwelling.  

 
iii) Noted the following planning application decisions made by Vale Royal BC 
Woodside, Luddington Hill, Tarporley Road – two storey and single storey extension at rear, front porch 
and detached garage - permitted 
Fishpool Farm, Fishpool Road – change of use of agricultural land to a caravan site - permitted 

 
08.01.04 Matters arising  
None.  

 
08.01.05 Highways  
Noted the update on maintenance matters reported from the last meeting. 
Resolved: that  
a) thanks be conveyed to John Oakley, Cheshire Highways for his supportive response to the 

numerous maintenance matters reported from the last meeting 
b) Cheshire Highways be requested to check the ditch on Oulton Mill Lane as the water is always high 
c) the request for a second flashing speed warning light on the A49 be followed up 

 
08.01.06 The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections 
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections.  Noted required maintenance work has 
been undertaken at the Quarry. Also, the broken fence at Cotebrook Green 2 needs repair 
Resolved: that the United Utilities / GCA be approached to carry out the fence repair 

 
08.01.07 Financial Matters    
Resolved: that  
a) the 3rd quarter financial statement for 2007/08 be received 
b) the budget for 2008/09 be agreed, including a precept of £4445 which reflects a 2% increase 
c) the Clerk salary point be increased to pt. 17 on the relevant pay scale with effect from 1st April 2008 

(the Clerk left the meeting for the duration of the discussion and decision for this item)  
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d) the projected carry forward figure for 2007/08 be checked  
e) the following net payments be made: 

E. Beech   salary        £ 156.80 
E. Beech    tel. calls (13/9 – 11/12) & broadband (Oct - Dec)   £   15.40 
 

08.01.08 Correspondence 
Resolved:  that correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed 
 

1 Vale Royal 
BC 

14 Dec 
 
 
 
 

7 Jan 

Notice of adopted Supplementary Planning Documents 
(SPDs) on Affordable Housing, Managing Housing Land 

Supply, Developer Contributions, Landscape Sensitivity and 
Wind Turbine Development, and Landscape Character – 

details of where they are available for inspection  
Invitation to nominate for the Mayor’s Award for Endeavour 

2008 – ‘significant contribution to the Vale Royal community’  

 
 
 
 

Noted  
 

Noted  
2 Cheshire CC 21 Dec Notice of the final decision made by the relevant Secretary of 

State on local government reorganisation – the County and 6 
District Councils are to be abolished on 31/3/09 to be replaced 

by 2 unitary authorities – Cheshire West and Chester, and 
East Cheshire  

  
 
 
 

Noted   
3 Cheshire 

Police 
Authority   

21 Dec Programme of ‘Have Your Say’ meetings for 2008 – next one 
is Wed. 30th January at Northwich Memorial Hall at 7pm 

Noted   

4 Clerks & 
Councils 

Direct  

7 Jan January edition  
Councils Yearbook 2008 

Noted   

 
08.01.09 Website  
Reconsidered arrangements for managing website following meeting with Mark Fletcher 
Resolved: that Cllr. Hope-Terry further liaise with Mark regarding technical support and the situation 
be reviewed at the next meeting.  

 
08.01.10 Next Meeting 
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th February 2008 at 7.30pm at Cotebrook Village Hall 
 
08.01.11 Any Other Business 
Quiet Lanes 
Noted receipt of correspondence from residents regarding highways and traffic issues in the Parish and 
suggesting an approach to Cheshire County Council be made regarding the application of its ‘Quiet 
Lanes’ scheme. 
Resolved: that the relevant County Council Officer be invited to attend an early meeting to explore the 
‘Quiet Lanes’ scheme and the residents also be invited to attend the meeting.  

 
Vacancies 
Noted the 2 vacancies on the Council remain but an initial approach made by a resident be followed up. 
 
Affordable Housing  
Cllr. Dahill reported the Affordable Housing statement has been amended; it will be posted on the 
noticeboards and e-mailed to Council members.  

 
 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.45pm 



 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL  

TO BE HELD ON  
 

TUESDAY 12th FEBRUARY 2008 at 7.30pm at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
 
 

A G E N D A 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 

 
2. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 8th January 2008 for signature as  

a correct record (attached) 
   
3. Planning matters: 

a) To consider the following planning applications received for comment: 
Cave Bank Farm, Knights Lane, Utkinton – erection of temporary agricultural worker’s dwelling  
Wood Lane Farm, Wood Lane, Utkinton – erection of agricultural worker’s dwelling  
Utkinton Methodist Church, Quarry Bank – amendments to previous approval for the conversion 
of the chapel into a single dwelling  
 

 b) To note the following planning application has been withdrawn: 
Fishers Green Farm, Fishers Green – change of use from agricultural to light industrial B1 use 

 
c) To note the following planning application decision by Vale Royal BC: 
Stone Cottage, Tirley Lane – demolition of existing house and erection of new dwelling - permitted 
 

4. To consider matters arising on the minutes  
 
5. To receive and consider an application for co-option to the Council (copy letter attached) 
 
6. To consider any highways matters 

 
7. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any matters arising  
 
8. Finance matters, to  

- receive the Internal Auditor’s 3rd quarter report for 2007/08 and note that no anomalies or 
areas of concern were identified. 

- to note the Audit Commission has appointed a new External Auditor for 5 years commencing 
with the 2007/08 accounts 

-    consider donations to local organisations  
-    agree accounts for payment (details attached)  

 
9. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 

 
10. To agree any items for publicity  
 
11. To receive an update on the development of the website  
 
12. To note the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 11th March 2008 at 7.30pm at Utkinton  

Village Hall  
 

13. Any other business 
 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
06/02/07 
 



 
 
 
 
 
MARCH - Anna Geroni, Cheshire Highways Service – re Quiet Lanes, etc  
March – agree APM  
 
Chris McCourt – attend?? 
 
 
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement 
 
Feb  – donations – Church, 2 x village halls ? 
 
 
December – first draft budget  
January – final  
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
on TUESDAY 12th FEBRUARY 2008 at 7.30pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chair)   

T. Boyle, P. Copland, G. Hope-Terry, M. Stewart, G. Stewart and B. Walters  
 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  

  Mr. N. Fithon and partner – residents (for planning application)  
   
  

08.02.01 Apologies for Absence  
Resolved: that the apologies for absence from Cllr. J. Grimshaw (Vale Royal BC) and Cllr. A. 

Needham (Cheshire CC) be noted.  
 

08.02.02 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting held on 8th January 2008 be agreed and signed as a  

correct record, subject to item 08.01.03 iii) being amended to report that the planning 
application for Woodside, Luddington Hill had been refused.  

 
08.02.03 Planning 
i) Considered the following planning applications:  
Cave Bank Farm, Knights Lane, Utkinton – erection of temporary wooden chalet type structure to form 
dwelling for agricultural worker 

 The applicant, Mr Fithon spoke briefly regarding his application and responded to questions.  
Resolved: that no objections be submitted and the application be supported.  
 
Wood Lane Farm, Wood Lane, Utkinton – erection of agricultural worker’s dwelling 
Considered relevant papers included with application, in particular a letter from the applicants referring to 
the existing section 106 on the existing property and this application being linked to its removal.  Noted 
previous application refused on grounds of it not meeting the Local Plan criteria relating to functional need 
and financial sustainability.   
Resolved: that  

a) the Clerk seek clarity from Vale Royal BC regarding the status of the letter referring to the 
section 106 agreement and to the agreement itself  

b) a meeting of the Council be convened as soon as possible after clarification has been 
received to enable further consideration of this application  

 
Utkinton Methodist Chapel, Quarry Bank, Utkinton – amendments to previous approval for the conversion 
of the chapel to a single dwelling 
Resolved: that no objections be submitted but the applicant should be required to reinstate the 
sandstone wall which has been taken down and is stored at the site as this would be entirely in character 
with the location and would safeguard this traditional form of boundary.  

 
ii) Noted the following planning application had been withdrawn 

Fishers Green Farm, Fishers Green – change of use from agricultural to light industrial B1 use 
 

iii) Noted the following planning application decision made by Vale Royal BC 
Stone Cottage, Tirley Lane – demolition of existing house and erection of new dwelling - permitted 
 

08.02.04 Matters arising  
Highways issues (08.01.05) 
Noted the County Council has refused the request for an interactive speed warning sign to be erected on 
the north side of the A49 in Cotebrook. 
Resolved: that  
a) the Council be advised that the 40mph speed limit is not mandatory as stated in the letter received 

from Neil Edgar, Road Safety Engineering 
b) he be made aware that there have been numerous incidents of vehicles going into the hedge and 

fence from the north side but not all are reported to the Police, and  
c) he be invited to meet with the A49 Action Group to hear their concerns and review his decision 
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Cotebrook Green 2 fence (08.01.06) 
Noted United Utilities have agreed to pay for the additional fencing at Green 2 to add height to the 
boundary with the field and it is to be included in the planning application being submitted for the play 
facilities. 
 
Budget  (08.01.07d) 
Noted the carry forward and associated relevant budget figures have been corrected but have no impact 
on the precept already agreed. 
Resolved: that the revised budget as distributed be confirmed.  
 
Quiet Lanes (08.01.11) 
Noted Anna Geroni from Cheshire County Council will attend the next meeting.  
 
08.02.05 Co-option to the Council  
Considered an application for co-option to the Council received from Mr John Murray of Cotebrook. Noted 
the residence criteria for appointment would be met by the April meeting.   
Resolved: that Mr Murray’s co-option be agreed in principle and he be invited to the next meeting to 

meet with Members so his appointment can be made with effect from the April meeting.  
  
08.02.06 Highways  
Resolved: that the following be reported to Cheshire Highways: 

- the manhole by and on the same side of the shops at Cotebrook is marked for repair but 
what is the timescale 

- streetlight on post 302 operating intermittently 
- light out over 40mph speed and bend warning sign on southerly side before the Alvanley 

Arms  
- Heaths Lane – ground on left hand side on the bend opposite Primrose Hill Cottage where 

the new electricity cable has been installed is very soft and probably needs some 
roadstone to prevent vehicles getting stuck in it 

- Heaths Lane – lots of mud on the road beyond the first farm after the junction with Fishpool 
Road  

- Utkinton Lane – at the narrow part near the row of properties starting with Moss Cottage – 
road edges need filling on both sides  

 
08.02.07 The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections 
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections.   

 
08.02.08 Financial Matters    
Resolved: that  
a) the Internal Auditor’s 3rd quarter report for 2007/08 be received and that no anomalies or areas of 

concern were identified, be noted 
b) the Audit Commission’s appointed of a new External Auditor for 5 years commencing with the 

2007/08 accounts be noted 
c) the following donations be made: 

Cotebrook Church - £150 
Cotebrook Village Hall - £100 
Utkinton Village Hall - £150  

d) the following net payments be made: 
E. Beech  salary        £ 156.80 
E. Beech   reimbursement for PC memory stick for archiving files  £     8.50 
P. Sanders   2nd and 3rd quarters internal audit   £   15.00  
 

08.02.09 Correspondence 
Resolved:  that correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed 
 

1 Vale Royal BC 12 Jan 
16 Jan 

 
16 Jan 

 
21 Jan 

Copies of the Council’s A – Z of Services  
Consultation on the proposed Local Validation 

requirements for planning applications – by 22nd Feb  
Notice of adoption of the revised Licensing Policy wef 7th 

Jan – copy on website  
Copies of the Council’s Annual Report for 2006/07 

Distributed  
VDS to be 
included  

 
Noted  
Noted  
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25 Jan 
 

25 Jan 
 

7 Feb 
11 Feb 

Next round of Area meetings, inc. Rural meeting on 21st 
February at Hartford High School  

New national concessionary bus pass scheme – posters 
for display  

Plastic bottle recycling has been extended to all areas 
Invitation to Mayor’s Charity Ball on 11th April  

 
Noted  

 
On n-boards 

Noted  
Noted  

2 Cheshire CC 19 Jan Consultation on the proposed Local Validation 
requirements for planning applications – by 25th Feb  

VDS to be 
included  

3 Cheshire West 
& Chester Joint 
Implementation 

Team  

1 Feb Update on new Unitary Council progress, particular 
reference to working with parish and town councils and 

possible devolution of service delivery and an invitation to 
a conference at Wyvern House on 20th March at 7.30pm  

 
 

All to attend, 
if possible   

4 Cheshire Police 
Authority   

16 Jan Agenda for Police Forum - Wed. 30th January, inc. 
summary of a review of the work of PCSOs 

 
Noted   

5 Dept. for 
Communities 

and Local Govt.  

17 Jan Consultation re relating to the roles of Standards 
Committees and the Standards Board  

 
Noted  

6 Cheshire 
Community 

Council  

4 Feb  Invitation to enter the Community Pride Competition for 
2008 and other awards  

 
Noted   

7 Resident 17 Jan Information on electricity supply cut on 11th January and 
complaint regarding no notice being given for it or 

previous cuts  

 
 

Noted   
 

08.02.10 Website  
Resolved: that Cllr. Hope-Terry query if Mark can simplify the language to make for ease of 
management of the website and some external help be explored. 

 
08.02.11 Next Monthly Meeting 
Noted the next monthly meeting will be held on Tuesday 11th March 2008 at 7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall  
 
08.02.12 Any Other Business 
Homewatch  
Resolved: that ‘Homewatch’ signs be replaced in both villages   

 
The Shrine  
The Chairman agreed to cut the hedge and Cllr. Stewart will paint the seat.  
 
Litter Pick 
Cllr. Stewart will make arrangements for a litter pick in Utkinton on 9th March meeting at the Village Hall at 
10am.  

 
 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.05pm 



 

 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL 
on WEDNESDAY 20th FEBRUARY 2008 at 6.00pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chairman)   

T. Boyle, G. Hope-Terry, G. Stewart, M. Stewart and B. Walters  
    
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  

  Cllr. J. Grimshaw – Vale Royal BC 
   
 

08.02a.01 Apologies for Absence  
Resolved: that the apology for absence from Cllr. P. Copland be received. 
  
 
08.02b.02 Planning Application 
   
Further considered a planning application for the erection of a replacement agricultural worker’s 
dwelling at Wood Lane Farm, Utkinton. 
The Clerk reported on contact with the Borough Council’s Planning Department which confirmed that 
for a Section 106 condition to be rescinded this would need to be the subject of a separate application 
but the Parish Council may not be consulted.  
Discussion particularly centred on whether the application proved a functional need for the new dwelling.  
Cllr. Hope-Terry proposed that the application be supported in principle, subject to Vale Royal BC 
checking that it meets Local Plan requirement, Section RE7 (iv) and (vi) and if not, support for the 
application be withdrawn. 
Cllr. G. Stewart submitted an amendment to the proposal to remove any reference to support for the 
application being withdrawn.  On being put to the vote this amendment was defeated.  
Cllr. Hope-Terry withdrew the original proposal and submitted a new proposal which was agreed 
unanimously, as follows: 
 
Resolved: that  
a) the application be supported in principle, subject to Vale Royal BC checking that it meets the 

functional need criteria as detailed in the Local Plan Section RE7(iv) and RE7(vi) 
b)   in the event of an application being made for any current 106 agreement on the existing residence 

to be rescinded, this Council be given the opportunity to be consulted.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.00pm 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL on 
TUESDAY 11th MARCH 2008 at 7.30pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chair)   

T. Boyle, G. Hope-Terry, G. Stewart  
 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  

Cllr. J. Grimshaw - Vale Royal BC 
Cllr. A. Needham - Cheshire County Council   
J. Murray, E. & J. Bennett – residents 

 
Anna Geroni, Cheshire County Council gave a presentation on the ‘Quiet Lanes’ scheme and responded 
to a number of questions.  Noted:  

- the details and background of the original Scheme and recent changes  
- its pilot operation at Macclesfield Forest  
- consultation requirements, including format (Cheshire CC can provide letter content) and 

who to include e.g. community and stakeholders (all users)  
- the current process, including agreeing the level of intervention the Council might want to 

introduce  
- the availability of support and information from the County Council  
- the need to communicate the benefits to get the community ‘signed up’ – perhaps face-to-face 

information as well as a possible meeting   
- specific funding not available but agreed measures can be considered for funding  from the 

local Area Highways Office 
- cannot be a formal regulator of traffic speeds but can establish a culture of careful motoring by 

regular users, facilitating equality of use by all road users 
- not for use with ‘A’ roads  
- only a small number of communities in Cheshire have been interested 

Resolved: that  
a) this be an item on the April meeting agenda to have an initial discussion on progressing the  

establishment of a Quiet Lanes area in the parish 
b) it be led by Cllrs. Dahill and Boyle 
c) Anna be invited to a future meeting if the project is to be proceeded with and her notes be circulated 

to all Councillors 
 
The Chairman thanked Anna for her attendance and helpful input to this matter.  
 
 
 
08.03.01 Apologies for Absence  
Resolved: that the apologies for absence from Cllrs. P. Copland, M. Stewart and B. Walters be 

received.  
 

08.03.02 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the meetings held on 12th February 2008 and 20th February 2008 be agreed 

and signed as a correct record 
 
08.03.03 Planning 
i) Considered the following planning application:  

Lilac Cottage, Utkinton Lane, Cotebrook – two storey extension to side elevation and first floor rear 
extension  
Resolved: that no objections be submitted.  

ii) Noted correspondence referring to draft proposals for a Continuing Care Retirement Community at 
Heatherways, Tarporley 
Resolved: that a request be made that this Council be invited to comment on the proposals 
when a planning application is submitted  
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08.03.04 Matters arising  
Highways issues (08.02.04) 
Noted further e-mail from Neil Edgar, Road Safety Engineering confirming the decision not to provide an 
interactive speed warning sign on the north side of the A49 in Cotebrook. 
Resolved: that the Council continue to pursue this matter.  

 
Co-option to the Council (08.02.05) 
Welcomed Mr. J. Murray to the meeting and invited him to add information to his letter of application. 
Noted, in particular his wish to become more involved in community matters.  
Mr. Murray left the meeting for the duration of the discussion and decision on this matter.  
Resolved: that Mr Murray’s co-option be confirmed and take effect from the April meeting.  
 
Utkinton Litter Pick (08.02.12) 
Noted litter pick provisionally arranged for 9th March had unfortunately had to be postponed.  
Resolved: that  
a) the litter pick be rescheduled to take place either in November or early Spring 2009 
b) when the Council identifies its objectives at the AGM in May, a litter campaign be considered.  

  
08.03.06 Highways  
Resolved: that the following be reported / re-reported to Cheshire Highways: 

- the manhole by and on the same side of the shops at Cotebrook is marked for repair but 
what is the timescale 

- Heaths Lane – ground on left hand side on the bend opposite Primrose Hill Cottage where 
the new electricity cable has been installed is still very soft and probably needs some 
roadstone to prevent vehicles getting stuck in it 

- Heaths Lane - the road is breaking up from Heaths Farm to Quarry Bank  
- Hollins Hill – manhole cover repairs needed  
 

08.03.07 The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections 
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections.   

 
08.03.08 Financial Matters    
Resolved: that the following net payments be made: 

E. Beech   salary       £ 53.40 
Post Office Ltd. (HMRC)  PAYE (final quarter)    £103.40 
E. Beech    travel and postages Dec 07 to Feb 08  £  39.14 
 

08.03.09 Correspondence 
Resolved:  that correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed 
 

1 Vale Royal BC 14 Feb 
 

3 Mar  

Equestrian/Equine Development Supplementary 
Planning Document – consultation  

Climate Change Strategy – consultation   

 
Noted 
Noted     

2 Cheshire CC 16 Feb 
20 Feb 

 
 

1 Mar 

‘Cheshire Matters’ – February edition  
New telephone number to report highways faults – 

0845 002 0666 plus reminder regarding 
availability of online reporting  

Copy - Adopted Replacement Waste Local Plan  

Noted  
 
 

Noted  
Noted  

3 NW Regional 
Assembly   

13 Feb Regional Spatial Strategy – Partial Review - 
consultation 

 
Noted   

4 Cheshire Police 
Authority  

13 Feb Report of the ‘Have Your Say’ meeting for Vale 
Royal on 30 January  

 
Noted  

5 Cheshire Assoc. 
of Local Councils   

27 Feb  
 
 

28 Feb 

E-planning Seminar on 17th April at Northwich 
Memorial Hall from 6.30 – 9.30  

 
Vale Royal Area meeting - agenda for 27th March 

at Wyvern House   

Clerk & Cllr. 
Hope-Terry will 

attend  
 

Noted   
6 HOW Planning 

LLP 
29 Feb  Re proposals for a Continuing Care retirement 

Community at Tarporley – dates, venues and 
times of exhibition and invitation to attend meeting 

Request Council 
is consulted  
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7 Clerks & Councils 
Direct 

7 Mar March edition Noted   

8 Cheshire 
Community 

Council  

8 Mar Invitation to a Spring Members Evening – 
showcase of the work of the Council – 22nd April 

at Kingsley Community Centre 

Noted 

 
08.03.10 Website  
Discussion regarding its development and difficulties relating to suitable software. 
Resolved: that the Clerk contact the County Council IT team for further support  
 
08.03.11 Annual Parish Meeting 
Resolved: that the Annual Parish Meeting be held on Tuesday 8th April at 7.00pm at Cotebrook Village Hall 

 
08.03.12 Next Meeting 
Noted the next Ordinary Meeting will be held on Tuesday 8th April 2008 following the Annual Parish Meeting 
(approx. 7.30pm) at Cotebrook Village Hall  
 
08.03.13 Any Other Business 
Utkinton Village Hall  
Cllr. Stewart gave details on the Village Hall Management Committee’s plan for the refurbishment of the 
Hall. Noted Vale Royal BC has awarded £21k and an application for funding is also being made to 
WREN.  
Resolved: that the Parish Council provide a letter of support for the grant application and include its 
current practice of making an annual donation to upkeep of the Hall and its intention to offer a further 
donation specifically for the refurbishment; the actual amount to be further considered.  

 
Affordable Housing Report  
Noted a request received from Mr R. Ellison, Head of Planning and Building Control to come to talk to the 
Council about its Affordable Housing Report.  
Resolved: that  
a) the request to attend the next meeting be noted  
b) the Chairman contact Mr Ellison to advise that the Council has decided that it wishes to leave the 

matter as it stands at the moment but, noting the survey was completed in January 2006 although 
the report was only produced at the end of last year, and that the position relating to need for 
affordable housing will change, agrees to review the position in 2009 with the support of the new 
principal authority. 

 
Fox and Barrel, Cotebrook 
Noted the premises have been empty for some months and the surrounds are beginning to show signs of 
neglect but indications are that there is a change of ownership.  
 
United Utilities, Fishpool Road Development 
Noted receipt of an invitation for up to 2 representatives to attend the opening expected to be held soon.  
Resolved: that Cllr. Boyle will attend and Cllr. Hope-Terry will attend as a ‘neighbour’, also.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.55pm 



 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL  

TO BE HELD ON  
 

TUESDAY 11th MARCH 2008 at 7.30pm at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL 
 
 
Anna Geroni from Cheshire County Council will attend at 7.30pm regarding the ‘Quiet Lanes’ 
Scheme and associated matters  
 

A G E N D A 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 

 
2. To agree the minutes of the meetings held on Tuesday 12th February 2008 and Wednesday  

20th February 2008 for signature as a correct record (attached) 
   
3. Planning matters: 

To consider the following planning application received for comment: 
Lilac Cottage, Utkinton Lane, Cotebrook – two storey extension to side elevation and first floor 
rear extension over existing room    

 
4. To consider matters arising on the minutes, including rearranging the Utkinton litter-pick 
 
5. To consider any highways matters 

 
6. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any matters arising  
 
7. Finance matters, to  

-    agree accounts for payment (details attached)  
 
8. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 

 
9. To agree any items for publicity  
 
10. To receive an update on the website  
 
11. To agree the date of the Annual Parish Meeting  
 
12. To note the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 11th March 2008 at 7.30pm at Utkinton 

Village Hall  
 

13. Any other business 
 
 
 
 
 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
05/03/08 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MARCH - Anna Geroni, Cheshire Highways Service – re Quiet Lanes, etc  
March – agree APM  
 
Chris McCourt – attend?? 
 
 
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement 
 
Feb  – donations – Church, 2 x village halls ? 
 
 
December – first draft budget  
January – final  
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