
 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL  

TO BE HELD ON  
 

TUESDAY 8th APRIL 2008 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
 

following the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  (approx. 7.30pm)  
 
 

A G E N D A 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 

 
2. To agree the minutes of the meetings held on Tuesday 11th March 2008 for signature  

as a correct record (attached) 
   
3. Planning matters: 

a) To consider the following planning application received for comment: 
Fishers Green Farm, Fishers Green – re-submission of change of use from agricultural to light 
industrial B1 use  
 
b) To note the decision of Vale Royal BC on the following applications: 
Utkinton Methodist Chapel, Quarry Bank – amendments to previous approval for the conversion 
of a chapel into a single dwelling – permitted  
Cave Bank Farm, Knights Lane – erection of a temporary wooden chalet type structure to form a 
dwelling for an agricultural worker – permitted  

 
4. To consider matters arising on the minutes, including giving further consideration to a Quiet 

Lanes scheme in the parish  
 
5. To consider any highways matters 

 
6. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any matters arising  
 
7. Finance matters, to  

- receive the final financial statement for 2007/08 (attached)     
- agree accounts for payment (details attached)  
- further consider an additional donation for the refurbishment project for Utkinton Village 

Hall  
 
8. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 

 
9. To agree any items for publicity  
 
10. To receive an update on the website  
 
11. To note the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 13th May 

2008 at 7.00pm at Utkinton Village Hall, followed by an Ordinary Meeting of the Council  
 

12. Any other business 
 
 
 
 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
01/04/08 
 



 
 
 
March – agree APM  
 
Chris McCourt – attend?? 
 
 
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement 
 
Feb  – donations – Church, 2 x village halls ? 
 
 
December – first draft budget  
January – final  
 
 



 

 
 

UTKINTON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
 

 
WILL BE HELD ON  

 
 

TUESDAY 8th APRIL 2008 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
 

COMMENCING AT 7.00PM  
 

 
A G E N D A 

 
 

1. Welcome and apologies  
 
 

2. To agree the minutes of the last Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 17th April 2007 
for signature as a correct record (attached) 

   
 

3. To consider any matters arising from the minutes 
 
 

4. To receive the annual report of the Chairman of the Parish Council 
 
 

5. To note any matters of interest reported by Cllr. Grimshaw, Vale Royal Borough 
Council and Cllr. Needham, Cheshire County Council  

 
 

6. To consider matters pertaining to the Parish raised by any person in attendance  
 

 
7. Any other business 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A. Dahill 
Chairman   
Utkinton Parish Council 

 
  01/04/08 
 
 

 
This meeting will be followed by a meeting of the Parish Council to which members of the public 
are welcomed  

 



 
UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Chairman’s report April 2007 to March 2008 
 

Parish assets 
 

These consist of the two Cotebrook Village Greens, which we lease, and in Utkinton, the 
Shrine and Quarry Wood that we own. We have worked over a considerable period to 
enhance the facilities in the Parish, Cotebrook in particular, with the eventual 
installation of play equipment, which will make it a valuable asset for the people of the 
Parish.  
 
Funding to develop the Village Green has been acquired and there is a Planning 
Application currently being considered by Vale Royal Borough Council. We are also 
seeking further funding and look forward to the completion of the project. 
 
The Shrine has been well tended over the past year. 
 
Derek Wright has continued to work throughout the Parish, particularly in the Quarry. 
 
Elaine Beech, our Clerk has now been with us for two years and continues to provide 
excellent service, sound advice and support to the Council and residents of the Parish. 
 

Website 
 

The website has proved more difficult that we imagined. Lack of progress is not due in 
any way to lack of effort and it is a matter that will be resolved, hopefully, without any 
great expense. It is something that we have deemed necessary and we will continue to 
work on the project. I would like to thank Councillor Hope-Terry for his efforts. 
 

Affordable housing 
 

This has been an issue reported on and on which a great deal of time and effort has 
been spent, by the Council. The subsequent report has now been finalised and 
submitted and the Council have decided to monitor matters during the transition to a 
Unitary Authority for West Cheshire and the issue can be re-visited, if appropriate, in the 
future. 
 

Parish Plan 
 

Efforts were made to recruit residents to work on a Parish Plan. Unfortunately, the 
response was poor and we have been unable to take the matter further as it is not a 
Parish Council initiative. However, the project can be resurrected if any interest is shown 
or it may be considered that a Village Design Statement may be more appropriate. 
 

Routine Business of the Council 
 

• We have held 12 Parish Council Meetings. Attendance by Councillors has been 
good, but again the public has shown little interest in the work of the Council. 

• We invited speakers to several meeting. At the May 2007 meeting, Officers from 
United Utilities and its contractor, GCA, spoke regarding the Fishpool Road 
development  
Parish Plan open meetings held in June in both Utkinton and Cotebrook were 
attended by a number of residents and Bron Kerrigan, Parish Plans Officer, 
Cheshire Community Council. 
In March 2008, Anna Geroni – Cheshire County Council Transport Department, 
spoke about the Quiet Lanes project. 

• The precept agreed for 2007/2008 was 4% with a commitment for a rise of 2% 
the following year. 

 



Much of the work for the year was identified by the previous Chairman and we have 
continued that work and I would like to report briefly on some of the work done during 
the year.  
In May 2007 the Council adopted the revised Code of Conduct. 
 
In October 2007 we obtained a 40 mph vehicle-activated speed warning sign on A49 in 
Cotebrook. It is considered successful and we will try to obtain one for the Tarporley 
bound side of the road. We have encountered resistance to that from the Highways 
Department but we intend to pursue that matter. 
 

Monitoring of The Sandiford borehole at Fishpool Road which has continued to involve 
the Council and Councillors Boyle and Hope-Terry have been closely involved in 
monitoring the impact of the work on local residents. The response of the contractors 
has been quite disappointing and the matter continues to take up considerable time 
both in liaison with United Utilities and with residents. 
 
I would like to use this Annual Parish meeting to discuss further objectives for the 
coming years. 
 
John Grimshaw (VRBC) and Andrew Needham (CCC) have continued to support the 
Council and we appreciate their help and hard work. We are preparing for a change to a 
Unitary Authority for the West Cheshire area and we must ensure the Parish Council has 
a voice and influence with that Council. 
 

I am delighted to report that we have been able to recruit three new members of the 
Council. In June 2007, Peter Copland and Geoff Hope-Terry joined us and brought with 
them a wealth of experience and we are fortunate to have them on the Council. 
Recently, John Murray was co-opted and I have no doubt he will prove to be a valuable 
and enthusiastic member of the Council. 
 
We still have one vacancy on the Council which we hope to fill as soon as possible. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank all my fellow Councillors for the support, advice and hard 
work throughout the year. Residents of the Parish do not realise how much they have to 
thank them for. 
 
Tony Dahill 



MINUTES OF THE PARISH MEETING OF UTKINTON held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL on 
TUESDAY 8th APRIL 2008 at 7.00pm 
 
Present:  Cllrs. A. Dahill – Chairman  

Cllrs. T. Boyle, P. Copland, J. Murray, G. Hope-Terry, G. Stewart and   
M. Stewart - Parish Council   
Cllr. A. Needham – Cheshire County Council  

 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  

   
1. Apologies for Absence 

Cllr. B. Walters – Parish Council and Cllr. J. Grimshaw – Vale Royal Borough Council 
 

2. Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 17th April 2008 be signed 

as a correct record  
 
3. Matters arising  

None. 
 
4. Chairman’s Annual Report  

The Chairman presented his detailed, written annual report, making particular reference to: 
- Parish assets, including the two Cotebrook Greens, the Shrine and Quarry Wood 
- Website – thanks to Cllr. Hope-Terry 
-      Affordable Housing – report finalised  
-       Parish Plan – despite the Council’s efforts the community have not taken this up 
-        speakers who attended Council meetings 
- the A49 vehicle activated speed warning sign now in place and the continued 

pressure to secure one on the southbound route through Cotebrook   
- Councillor and residents input to the Fishpool Road development  
- the recruitment of 3 new co-opted members  

He thanked all members for their support, in particular Cllr. G. Stewart in his role as Vice Chair. 
(A copy of the report is included in the Council minute book)  

  
Arising from the report a discussion took place to set objectives for the Council for 2008/09 
onwards.  Objectives agreed:  

1. completion of the Cotebrook Greens play facilities project  
2. regular villages litter picks (November and early Spring) – develop community 

ownership of picking litter in local areas and the Chairman will approach the School 
to discuss how the children may be involved. 
Mill Lane area – much litter and fly tipping at the Pool area - Cllr. Copland will 
establish the ownership of the land and seek agreement to access – Clerk to pursue 
litter warning notices with Vale Royal BC 

3. progress a Quiet Lanes project in the Parish  
4. pursue a second interactive speed warning sign on the A49 at Cotebrook  
5. seek ideas for general improvements to the Parish – arrange a Council parish 

walkabout to familiarise members – perhaps extend to a Parish walk  
6. Affordable Housing – review position when the new Authority is established  
7. Parish Plan – revisit to establish any change in community commitment  

 
5. Matters of Interest – Cheshire County Council  

Cllr. Needham reported on: 
- the Unitary developments and a potential enhanced role for Parish Councils 
- Affordable housing developments in the wider area locally  - Cheshire West likely 

to look for housing growth  
- the Delamere Loop equestrian route, including a path near Tirley Garth  

  
6. Parish Matters  

No members of the public in attendance so no matters raised 
 

7. Any Other Business   
None. 
 

Meeting closed at 8.05pm 



 1 

 
 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
on TUESDAY 8th APRIL 2008 at 8.05pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chair)   

T. Boyle, P. Copland, G. Hope-Terry, J. Murray, G. Stewart and M. Stewart 
 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  

 
The Chairman welcomed Cllr. Murray to his first meeting.  
 
08.04.01 Apologies for Absence  
Resolved: that the apologies for absence from Cllr. B. Walters be received and those from Cllrs. 

Grimshaw (Vale Royal BC) and Needham (Cheshire CC) be noted.  
 

08.04.02 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the meetings held on 11th March 2008 be agreed and signed as a correct 

record 
 
08.04.03 Planning 
i) Considered the following planning application:  

Fishers Green Farm, Fishers Green – re-submission of change of use from agricultural to light 
industrial B1 use  
Resolved: that no objections be submitted.  

ii) Noted the decision of Vale Royal BC on the following applications: 
Utkinton Methodist Chapel, Quarry Bank – amendments to previous approval for the conversion of 
a chapel into a single dwelling – permitted 
Cave Bank Farm, Knights Lane – erection of a temporary wooden chalet type structure to form a 
dwelling for an agricultural worker - permitted 
 

08.04.04 Matters arising  
Quiet Lanes  
Noted a need has to be established via a community questionnaire and considered possible areas to 
submit to Anna Geroni of Cheshire County Council for consideration.  
Resolved: that the Chairman will accompany AG to areas identified and seek her views.  

 
Continuing Care Retirement Community, Tarporley (08.03.09) 
Noted Vale Royal BC will invite the Parish Council to comment on the proposals for development. 
 
United Utilities, Fishpool Road Development 
Noted most of the outside work is completed. Residents have some outstanding issues. 
Resolved: that Dr. and Mrs Wood and other residents be invited to share their concerns at a future 

meeting of the Council. 
 
08.04.06 Highways  
Resolved: that  
a) the following be reported / re-reported to Cheshire Highways: 

- the manhole by and on the same side of the shops at Cotebrook seems to have been  
repaired but continues to seep water 

- Monarchy Hall Farm area – the red and white warning markers located where the road 
narrows are broken and may be a hazard  

b) as road edges near building development sites are often badly damaged from vehicles accessing 
the sites (current examples are on Tirley Lane from both the work at Monarchy Hall Farm and 
Stone Cottage) Vale Royal BC and Cheshire Highways be asked to consider how contractors / 
owners can be required to reinstate damaged areas.  
 

08.04.07 The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections 
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections and noted grass cutting maintenance is now 
required.  
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08.04.08 Financial Matters    
Resolved: that  
a) the final financial statement for 2007/08 be received 
b) the following payments be made: 

E. Beech  salary        £164.37 
E. Beech   reimbursement for domain name renewal (2 Yrs)  £    5.88 
E. Beech  telephone calls (14/12/07-13/3/08) and broadband  £  18.68 
Moulton Parish Council  payment for share of new toner cartridge   £  10.00 

Cllrs. Dahill and Stewart declared a personal interest relating to the following item  
c) an additional donation of £200 be made to Utkinton Village Hall in support of its refurbishment project 

 
08.04.09 Correspondence 
Resolved:  that correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed 
 

1 Vale Royal BC 25 Mar 
 
 

2 Apr 
 

2 Apr 

2 copies of the Notice of Election for the election 
of Councillors of the Shadow Council for Cheshire 

West and Chester  
Notices regarding the Concessionary Travel 

Scheme 
Homelessness Review and Strategy 2007-10 

Placed on n-
boards 

 
Place on n-

boards 
Noted    

2 Cheshire CC 22 Mar ‘Cheshire Matters’ – March edition Noted    
3 NW Regional 

Assembly   
20 Mar Proposed changes to the draft Regional Spatial 

Strategy for the North West now published for 
consultation at www.gos.gov.uk/gonw  

 
 

Noted    
4 Audit 

Commission 
20 Mar Confirmation of appointment of Jackie Bellard of 

the Commission’s Limited Assurance Specialist 
Unit as External Auditor  

 
 

Noted    
5 Cotebrook 

Church  
19 Mar Thanks for donation Noted    

6  Chester City 
Council  

17 Mar Local Development Framework – consultation on 
the SPD for Sustainable Development and the 

Core Strategy 

 
 

Noted    
 

08.04.10 Website  
Cllr. Hope-Terry reported on contact with Officers from the Cheshire County Council IT Support team. 
 
08.04.11 Next Meeting 
Noted the Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 13th May 2008 at 7.00pm at Utkinton Village Hall 
followed by an Ordinary Meeting of the Council   
 
08.04.12 Any Other Business 
None.  
 
 

 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.35pm 



 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  

TO BE HELD ON  
 

TUESDAY 13th MAY 2008 at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL 
 

following the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  (approx. 7.30pm)  
 
 

A G E N D A 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 

 
2. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 8th April 2008 for signature  

as a correct record (attached) 
   
3. To receive the draft minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 8th April 2008 (attached) 

and note any items for further action 
 
4. Planning matters: 

a) To consider the following planning applications received for comment: 
land at Heatherways, Tarporley – the erection of a continuing care retirement community  
land at rear of Woodlands Close, Cotebrook – installation of children’s play area, etc  
b) To note the decision of Vale Royal BC on the following applications: 
Lilac Cottage, Utkinton Lane – two storey extension to side elevation and rear dormer – permitted  
Fishers Green Farm, Fishers Green – re-submission of change of use from agricultural to light 
industrial B1 use – refused  
 

5. To comment on the removal of a beech tree at the Fox and Barrel, Cotebrook – the tree is 
subject to a tree preservation order but is considered unsafe (relevant reports will be tabled)  

 
6. To consider matters arising on the minutes 
 
7. To progress a Quiet Lanes scheme following receipt of Anna Geroni’s advice  
 
8. To consider any highways matters 

 
9. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any matters arising  
 
10. Finance matters - to agree accounts for payment (details attached)  
 
11. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 

 
12. To agree any items for publicity  
 
13. To receive an update on the website  
 
14. To note the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th June 2008 at 7.30pm at Cotebrook 

Village Hall 
 

15. Any other business 
 
 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
07/05/08 
 
 



 
JUNE meeting!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
To agree the Council’s 2006/07 accounts (attached) for submission in the Annual Return to the 
External Auditor 
 
 
 
March – agree APM  
 
Chris McCourt – attend?? 
 
 
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement 
 
Feb  – donations – Church, 2 x village halls ? 
 
 
December – first draft budget  
January – final  
 
 



 
UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 
THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON  

 
TUESDAY 13th MAY 2008 AT 7.00pm AT UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL 

 
 

 
A G E N D A 

 
 

1. To appoint the Chairman for 2008/09 and receive the Chairman’s declaration of office 
 

2. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 
 
3. To appoint the Vice Chairman for 2008/09 and receive the Vice Chairman’s 

declaration of office 
 
4. To agree the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 15th May 2007 (attached) 
 
5. To consider any matters arising 
 
6. To consider/agree: 

- establishment, membership and terms of reference of any Committees  
- representation on external bodies  
- individual responsibilities for specific business.  

 
7. To agree annual subscriptions:  

- Cheshire Assoc. of Local Councils - £139.65   (07/08 - £127.49) 
- Cheshire Community Council - £20.00   (07/08 - £15) 
-       Mid-Cheshire Footpath Society - £8.00  (07/08 - £8.00) 
 

8. To review the Council’s insurance renewal (schedule attached) and agree payment of 
the premium for 2008/09 

 
9. To make the appointment of Auditor for 2008/09 
 (current – P. Sanders A.I.B.A.)  

 
10. To agree the schedule of meetings for 2008/09  

 
Tuesdays at 7.30pm alternately at the Cotebrook and Utkinton Village Halls on 
10th June 2008  8th July 2008  9th September 2008 
14th October 2008 11th November 2008 9th December 2008 
13th January 2009 10th February 2009 10th March 2008  
14th April 2008 (this is the Tues. after Easter – could b/f to 7th April)   
12th May 2008 (inc. Annual General Meeting)  

 
 
 
 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
07/05/08 
 
(for 2009 – add ‘to agree accounts’ ) 
 



   

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held at 
UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL on TUESDAY 13th MAY 2008 at 7.00pm 
 

Present:  Cllrs. T. Boyle, A. Dahill, G. Hope-Terry, G. Stewart and M. Stewart 
   
In Attendance:  E. Beech – Clerk  
 

08.01  Appointment of Chairman 
Resolved: that Cllr. A. Dahill be appointed Chairman for the ensuing year and the relevant 

completed and signed declaration of office be received. 
  Proposed: Cllr. G. Stewart  Seconded: Cllr. M. Stewart 

 
08.02 Apologies for Absence 
Resolved: that the apologies for absence from Cllrs. Copland, Murray and Walters be received and 

those from Cllr. Grimshaw (Vale Royal BC) and Cllr. Needham (Cheshire CC) be noted. 
 

08.03  Appointment of Vice Chairman 
Resolved: that Cllr. G. Stewart be appointed Vice Chairman for the ensuing year and the relevant 

completed and signed declaration of office be received.   
 Proposed: Cllr. Hope-Terry  Seconded: Cllr. Dahill  
 

08.04 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 15th May 2007 be agreed. 
  Proposed:  Cllr. M. Stewart    Seconded:  Cllr. G. Stewart 

 
08.05 Matters Arising 
None. 

 
08.06  Appointment of Committees and Allocation of Member’s Responsibilities  
Resolved: that  

a) no Committees be set up  
b) the following representation on external bodies be agreed: 

Cllr. M. Stewart -  Eaton Primary School Governing Body 
c) Member’s individual responsibilities be allocated, as follows: 

Cllr. G. Stewart  - The Quarry, Utkinton and the 2 Cotebrook Greens  
to carry out and record a monthly health and safety check, report back to the Council 
and liaise with relevant contractor regarding maintenance  
Cllr. Hope-Terry  - development of the website 

 
08.07 Annual Subscriptions  
Resolved: that the following annual subscriptions for 2008/09 be agreed: 
  Cheshire Association of Local Councils - £139.65 
  Cheshire Community Council - £20.00  Mid-Cheshire Footpath Society - £8.00 

 
08.08  Insurance - review of Schedule 
Resolved: that the insurance premium for 2008/09 of £459.37 be paid but the schedule as detailed 

be reviewed and revised, if necessary, in relation to the 3 ‘Drive Slowly’ road signs  
  
08.09  Appointment of Auditor 
Resolved: that Mr. P. Sanders A.I.B.A. be retained as Internal Auditor for 2008/09 

 
08.10  Schedule of Meetings for 2008/09 
Resolved: that meetings be held on Tuesdays, usually at 7.30pm alternately at the Cotebrook and 

Utkinton Village Halls on 
10th June 2008  8th July 2008  9th September 2008  14th October 2008  
11th November 2008 9th December 2008 13th January 2009 10th February 2009

 10th March 2009 14th April 2009  12th May 2009 (inc. Annual General Meeting)  
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.30pm. 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL on 
TUESDAY 13th MAY 2008 at 7.30pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chair)   

T. Boyle, G. Hope-Terry, G. Stewart and M. Stewart 
 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  

 
 
08.05.01 Apologies for Absence  
Resolved: that the apologies for absence from Cllrs. Copland, Murray and Walters be received and 

those from Cllrs. Grimshaw (Vale Royal BC) and Needham (Cheshire CC) be noted.  
 

08.05.02 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the meetings held on 8th April 2008 be agreed and signed as a correct 

record 
 
08.05.03 Annual Parish Meeting  
Resolved: that  
a) the draft minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 8th April 2008 be received 
b) the objectives for 2008/09 as discussed at the meeting be agreed, as follows:  

-    completion of the Cotebrook Greens play facilities project  
-    regular villages litter picks (November and early Spring) – develop community ownership 
     of picking litter in local areas and the Chairman will approach the School to discuss how the 
     children may be involved 
-    progress a Quiet Lanes project in the Parish  

   -    pursue a second interactive speed warning sign on the A49 at Cotebrook  
   -    seek ideas for general improvements to the Parish – arrange a Council parish walkabout to  
        familiarise members – perhaps extend to a Parish walk  

   -    Affordable Housing – review position when the new Authority is established  
-    Parish Plan – revisit to establish any change in community commitment  

 
08.05.04 Planning 
i) Considered the following planning application:  

land at rear of Heatherways, Tarporley – development of a continuing care retirement community  
Considered development proposals with particular emphasis on the impact for Utkinton.   
Resolved: that the Chairman and Clerk submit the Council’s objections which relate to: 

- the location of the development and lack of evidence of extensive exploration of the 
suitability of alternative brownfield sites; 

- the type of development as the proposals do not demonstrate need for the level of provision 
proposed as assessed by the two main statutory agencies, namely Social Services and 
Health Services and the data provided must be validated by these agencies; 

- the development does not provide for affordable homes; the inclusion of this is a 
requirement for any other large residential development – it is not proving need for 
community care provision but is using this route to secure a residential development 
without the need to provide affordable housing; 

- the impact on local services and infrastructure – the application does not address the 
traffic impact from the Utkinton direction, current parking and traffic problems in 
Tarporley and current local health infrastructure; 

- recently produced community documents (the Tarporley Parish Plan, Village Design 
Statement and Affordable Housing Survey) are not referred to in the application 
although there is great play made that local consultation has taken place; 

- another similar development is being proposed in Tarporley so the overall picture of 
evidence of need and provision to match need must be taken into account and planning 
decisions made accordingly.  

ii) Noted the Council’s application to install play equipment, etc on land at the rear of Woodlands 
Close, Cotebrook is currently being consulted on, with a decision expected in early June.  

iii) Noted receipt of an application for a two storey rear extension at 11 The Crescent, Utkinton which 
will be considered at the next meeting. 

iv) Noted the application for an agricultural workers dwelling at Wood Lane Farm has been withdrawn. 
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v) Noted the decision of Vale Royal BC on the following applications: 
Lilac Cottage, Utkinton Lane – two storey extension to side elevation and rear dormer – permitted  
Fishers Green Farm, Fishers Green – re-submission of change of use from agricultural to light 
industrial B1 use – refused  
 

08.05.05 Removal of Beech Tree at the Fox and Barrel, Cotebrook 
Considered details of an application to remove a beech tree which is the subject of a tree preservation 
order, noting that the recommendation is that it be removed for safety purposes. 
Resolved: that Vale Royal BC be advised that although this Council is saddened that such a 
prominent tree has to be considered for removal it appreciates that this must happen on safety grounds 
but requests that the new owners are required to plant a mature beech tree as a replacement, or at least 
one that is as mature as possible, to help reduce the amenity impact. 
 
08.05.06 Matters arising  
United Utilities, Fishpool Road Development 
Noted Dr. and Mrs Wood are likely to attend a future meeting regarding their concerns about the 
development.  
 
08.05.07 Quiet Lanes Scheme 
The Chairman reported on his meeting with Anna Geroni of Cheshire County Council and detailed the 
circular route identified as suitable for introducing a Scheme.  Noted that linear routes, such as mainly 
available in Cotebrook, are unable to be included. Noted Anna is to checking out the finances to progress 
the Scheme and producing a definitive map of the route. Considered methodology of information and 
consulting all residents.   
Resolved: that  
a) the route identified (Village Hall – Quarry Bank – Tirley Lane – Heath Lane – Stable Lane – Hollins 
Hill – Utkinton Lane – Hall Lane – Utkinton Road – Fishers Green – Ridge Hill – Utkinton Road – John 
Street – Village Hall) be agreed for the consultation; 
b) the following be included for the information and consultation process for all residents: 

- the background of the Scheme and what is proposed, including a map of the route 
and type of signage;  

  - distribution to every household in the Parish  
 - consultation by the opportunity to attend a meeting, to complete a tear-off slip to  

post in one of several collection boxes located in the Parish, send slip or e-mail  
comments to Clerk; respond via the website (if facility available) 

 - article in local press  
 - include other organisations and businesses.  

c) a request be made to Anna that a circular route for Cotebrook using Wet Lane be considered 
 
08.05.08 Highways  
Resolved: that 
a) the following be reported / re-reported to Cheshire Highways: 

- a pothole on the right hand side of Utkinton Road between its junction with Wood Lane and 
Hall Lane 

- streetlight above the interactive speed warning sign on A49 at Cotebrook remains defective  
b) work at the old Chapel site be monitored to ensure its boundaries on the junction of John Street and 

Quarry Lane do not inhibit the line of sight  
c) Cllr. M. Stewart check the parking problem outside the School as there are always numerous 

vehicles parked on this narrow stretch of Quarry Lane for the whole of the day 
 

08.05.09 The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections 
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections.    

 
08.05.10 Financial Matters    
Resolved: that the following payment be made: 

E. Beech  salary        £164.37 
 

08.05.11 Correspondence 
Resolved:  that correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed 
 

1 Vale Royal BC 12 Apr 
6 May 

Budget 2008/09 and financial outlook 2008-13 
Latest report on the Community Safety Warden 

Noted 
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Scheme  Noted 
2 Cheshire CC 18 Apr 

- 
‘Cheshire Matters’ – April edition  

Delamere Bridle Circuit  
Noted 
Noted 

3 Nat. Assoc. of 
Local Councils  

17 Apr Notice of NALC’s Annual Conference and 
invitation to subscribe to the bi-monthly Local 

Council Review (from £13.50 per annum)   

 
 

Noted 
4 Cheshire Police 

Authority 
26 Apr 
2 May 

‘Have Your Say’ Newsletter re meeting at 
Frodsham on Wed. 16th April 

Notice seeking Independent Members of the 
Police Authority  

Noted  
 

Placed on 
n-board  

5 Cheshire Police 2 May Notice of the Community Action Meeting on 29th 
June at Tarporley Community Centre at 7.00pm 

 
Noted 

6 Neuro Muscular 
Centre 

12 Apr Invitation to Open Day on 26th June  Noted 

7 Chester City 
Council 

16 Apr Consultation on supplementary planning 
documents  

 
Noted 

8 Groundwork 
Cheshire  

7 May Information and entry forms for the ‘Something 
Beautiful’ art competition as part of Cheshire’s 

Year of Gardens 2008 

Noted -
placed on 
n-boards 

9 Clerks and 
Councils Direct  

10 May May edition Noted 

10 Utkinton Village 
Hall 

13 May Letter of thanks for the donation Noted 

 
 
08.05.12 Publicity  
Noted should report on the Quiet Lanes Scheme at the appropriate time.  
 
08.05.13 Website  
Cllr. Hope-Terry reported he had met with an Officer from the Cheshire County Council IT Support team 
but it was unlikely that there would be any significant change to aid website management.   
He also detailed the facilities for website support from Upperbridge Enterprises which supports Parish 
and Community websites elsewhere in the country.  These include training, set up and ongoing support 
and the development of it as a community facility for the payment of a reasonable annual fee.  
Resolved: that  
a) the Upperbridge Enterprises package be further explored initially through a number of members   

meeting with one of its representaives  
b) the Clerk contact with Clerks from Parish Councils operating their website via this package to check 

out any operating issues and feedback to Cllr. Hope-Terry.   
 
08.05.14 Next Meeting 
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th June 2008 at 7.30pm at Cotebrook Village Hall.  
 
08.05.15 Any Other Business 
Dog Fouling  
Noted concerns raised by a resident regarding dog fouling at the Cotebrook Greens. 
Also noted some problems at the Village Hall area. 
The Clerk will arrange for the relevant Officer from Vale Royal BC’s Dog Warden Service to attend a 
future meeting.  
 
The Shrine 
Noted Mr. Wright has been requested to cut the hedge at The Shrine.  
 

 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.45pm 



 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  

TO BE HELD ON  
 

TUESDAY 10th JUNE 2008 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm 
 

 
 

A G E N D A 
 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 

 
2. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 13th May 2008 for signature  

as a correct record (attached) 
   
3. To receive the draft minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 13th May 2008 

(attached)  
 
4. Planning matters: 

To consider the following planning applications received for comment: 
11 The Crescent, Utkinton – two storey rear extension  
Utkinton Village Hall – re-roofing of Hall  

 Tooronga, Quarry Hill – two storey extension 
The Old Post Office, Tarporley Road, Cotebrook – insert two additional windows at first floor level 
in the south west gable elevation and replace garage  

 
5. To consider matters arising on the minutes 
 
6. To receive an update on the Quiet Lanes scheme   
 
7. To consider any highways matters 

 
8. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any matters arising  
 
9. Finance matters, to  

- agree the Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2008 for signature and 
submission to the External Auditor (summary of accounts attached)  

- agree accounts for payment (details attached)  
 
10. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 

 
11. To agree any items for publicity  
 
12. To receive an update on the website  
 
13. To note the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 8th July 2008 at 7.30pm at Utkinton 

Village Hall 
 

14. Any other business 
 
 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
amended 06/06/08 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
JUNE meeting!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

agree the Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2008 for signature and 
submission to the External Auditor (summary of accounts attached)  

 
 
 
March – agree APM  
 
Chris McCourt – attend?? 
 
 
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement 
 
Feb  – donations – Church, 2 x village halls ? 
 
 
December – first draft budget  
 
January – final  
 
 



 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  

TO BE HELD ON  
 

TUESDAY 10th JUNE 2008 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm 
 

 
 

A G E N D A 
 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 

 
2. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 13th May 2008 for signature  

as a correct record (attached) 
   
3. To receive the draft minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 13th May 2008 

(attached)  
 
4. Planning matters: 

To consider the following planning applications received for comment: 
11 The Crescent, Utkinton – two storey rear extension  
Utkinton Village Hall – re-roofing of Hall  

 Tooronga, Quarry Hill – two storey extension 
The Old Post Office, Tarporley Road, Cotebrook – insert two additional windows at first floor level 
in the south west gable elevation and replace garage  

 
5. To consider matters arising on the minutes 
 
6. To receive an update on the Quiet Lanes scheme   
 
7. To consider any highways matters 

 
8. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any matters arising  
 
9. Finance matters, to  

- agree the Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2008 for signature and 
submission to the External Auditor (summary of accounts attached)  

- agree accounts for payment (details attached)  
 
10. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 

 
11. To agree any items for publicity  
 
12. To receive an update on the website  
 
13. To note the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 8th July 2008 at 7.30pm at Utkinton 

Village Hall 
 

14. Any other business 
 
 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
amended 06/06/08 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
on TUESDAY 10th JUNE 2008 at 8.25pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chairman)   

T. Boyle, P. Copland, J. Murray, G. Stewart, M. Stewart and B. Walters 
 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  

Mr and Mrs Andrew – residents 
Cllr. J. Grimshaw – Vale Royal BC & West Cheshire & Chester Shadow Authority  
C. McPhillips – Manager of the Dog Warden Service, Vale Royal BC  

 
Prior to the meeting the Chairman welcomed Mr. McPhillips who explained the role of the Dog Warden 
Service, its responsibilities and responses and associated legislation.  
General: 

- welcomes reporting of incidents, including name of owner, etc so the Service can seek the 
dog owner’s co-operation and give a warning of possible action 

- Dog Warden has a marked vehicle which can makes visits to targeted areas and is an 
effective deterrent  

- invited the Council to submit details of any areas about which it has particular concern 
Considered the areas where the new play facilities are to be located:  

- can support a raising awareness approach through visiting and talking to residents, delivering 
an information leaflet, offering poop scoops and bags to residents, attending the opening  

- will support requests for the installation of bins, etc 
- invited the Council to help draft the wording of a leaflet to be distributed to local residents  

Other areas: 
 - fouling on footpaths in the parish  

- John Street, Utkinton, near the Village Hall car park highlighted  
- Wet Lane, Cotebrook highlighted but noted litter bin can be used to dispose of waste 

although there is no sign indicating this 
Question raised regarding the nuisance of constant dog barking – details of monitoring and action given. 
Resolved: that 
a) details of any areas about which the Council has particular concern be submitted to the Dog 

Warden Service; 
b) the support for particular action regarding the play facilities’ areas be taken up and the Council help 

draft the wording of a leaflet to be distributed to local residents; 
c) consideration be given to a bin being located at the John Street / Village Hall car park site, with the 

permission of the Village Hall Committee; and 
d) a suitable sign to alert dog owners that bagged dog waste can be deposited in the litter bin by the 

telephone box near the Wet Lane footpath  
 
The Chairman thanked Mr. McPhillips for his helpful and informative input.  
 
08.06.01 Apologies for Absence  
Resolved: that the apology for absence from Cllr. Hope-Terry be accepted. 
 
08.06.02 Declaration of Interest 
Resolved: that Cllr. G. Stewart’s declaration of interest as he is a member of the Hall Committee, in 
the planning application to re-roof Utkinton Village Hall, be noted.  
 
08.06.03 
Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting held on 13th May 2008 be agreed and signed as a correct 

record. 
 
08.06.04 Annual General Meeting  
Resolved: that the draft minutes of the Annual General Meeting also held on 13th May 2008 be received 

 
08.06.05 Planning 
i) Considered the following planning applications:  

11 The Crescent, Utkinton - two storey rear extension  
Utkinton Village Hall – re-roofing of Hall  
Resolved: that no objections be submitted. 
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 Tooronga, Quarry Hill – two storey extension 
The Old Post Office, Tarporley Road, Cotebrook – insert two additional windows at first floor level in 
the south west gable elevation and replace garage  

 
The Chairman suspended Standing Orders at 8.40pm to enable Mr and Mrs Andrew to speak on 
the application for The Old Post Office.  Standing Orders were resumed at 8.50pm. 
 
Resolved: that, as there had been insufficient time for members to view the documentation on 
these applications and two further ones very recently received, a special meeting be held on 
Monday 16th June at 7.30pm at Cotebrook Village Hall; the main agenda item being to consider the 
4 applications. 
 

ii) land at rear of Heatherways, Tarporley – development of a continuing care retirement community  
 Noted this proposal has been withdrawn. 
 
08.06.06 Matters arising from the minutes - 13th May 2008 
There were no matters arising.   
 
08.06.07 Quiet Lanes Scheme 
Received a first draft report from Anna Geroni for comment.  
Resolved: that members consider the content of the report and further discussion take place at the 
next meeting 
 
08.06.08 Highways  
a) Oulton Mill Lane 
Resolved: that Cheshire Highways be asked to resolve the flooding problem on Oulton Mill Lane  
 
b) A49 – Cotebrook 
Noted two recent serious accidents involving vehicles travelling southbound, details as follows: 

- 29th May – vehicle went across the road at Foxbank and ended up in a field 
- 9th June – vehicle hit a wall and lamppost by the car park to the shops     

 
c) Utkinton Road  
Resolved: that continuing concerns about the poor state of the stretch of Utkinton Road from its 
junctions with Wood Lane to Fishers Green be followed up with Cheshire Highways and in particular, a 
pothole near the junction with Fishers Green be reported.  
 
08.06.09 The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections 
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections.   Noted the Shrine hedge is to be cut soon. 
Also Cllr. Stewart will contact Mrs Dahill regarding the yucca plants.  

 
08.06.10 Financial Matters    
Resolved: that  
a) the Annual Return and Annual Governance Statement for the year ended 31st March 2008 be 
approved, signed and submitted to the External Auditor  
b) the following payments be made: 

E. Beech   salary       £65.77 
E. Beech   travel and postages (Mar – May)   £34.50 
HM Revenue and Customs  PAYE – 1st quarter     £98.60 
Utkinton Village Hall  use of hall for meetings – Jun 07-May 08 £90.00 
K. Billington    grass cutting at the Quarry and High Billinge pit £85.00 
 

08.06.11 Correspondence 
Resolved:  that correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed 
 

1 Vale Royal BC 15 May 
23 May 
27 May 

Notice of next series of Area Meetings  
Timetable of Council’s meetings for 2008/09 

Re Government consultation on the conduct of 
elections next year – proposal to move elections 

to 4 June rather than 7 June  

Noted   
Noted   

 
 

Noted   
2 Cheshire CC 28 May 

10 Jun 
‘Cheshire Matters’ – May edition  

Bus travel information to Cheshire Show  
Noted   
Noted   
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3 Ches. Assoc. of 
Local Councils 

15 May 
 
 

15 May 
 

Local Government Reorganisation Forum for 
Cheshire West and Chester at Tarvin. 

Community Centre on 23rd June at 7.30pm  
Seeking skills information on interested 
Councillors and Clerks to be involved in 
emerging Unitary Council groups and 

committees on behalf of the Association.  

 
Cllr. Hope-

Terry attending  
 

 
 

Noted   
4 Connexions  31 May Information on the new ‘Stuff2do’ website for 

young people – directory of activities for young 
people in Cheshire  

Noted   

5 Cheshire 
Community 

Action (formerly 
Community 

Council)  

30 May  Notice of an ‘Access to Services’ debate – 
Tuesday 29th July – 6.30pm at Peckforton and 

Beeston Village Hall  

Noted   

6 Age Concern  28 May ‘Men in Sheds’ project – information and poster 
for noticeboard 

Noted   

7 Cheshire Police  2 Jun Tarporley Beat – update – May  Noted   
8 Mid Cheshire 

Footpath Society  
28 May Walks programme – July to December 2008  Noted   

 
 

08.06.12 Publicity  
Agreed to report the Council’s invitation to Column McPhillips of the Dog Warden Service to attend the 
meeting in response to concerns about dog fouling.  
 
08.06.13 Website  
Considered information from the demonstration and discussions with Roger Malvern of Upperbridge 
Enterprises, attended by Cllrs. Dahill, Hope-Terry and G. Stewart 
Resolved: that  
a) a software licence and website hosting agreement be entered into with Upperbridge Enterprises for 

£100 per annum plus initial training costs 
b) the current domain name of utkintoncotebrook.org be retained  
c) Cllr. Hope-Terry, the Chairman, and the Clerk undertake the training and some representatives 

from community groups be invited to attend, also  
d) the Chairman contact the School to see if its IT facilities can be used for the training  
e) Data Protection and insurance requirements be checked by the Clerk  
f) thanks to Cllr. Hope-Terry for his work in actioning these arrangements be recorded 

 
08.06.14 Next Meeting 
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 8th July 2008 at 7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall.  
 
08.06.15 Any Other Business 
Cheshire West and Chester Unitary Authority 
Cllr. Grimshaw gave an update on the progress of the new Authority.  
 
 

 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.15pm 



 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON  
 

MONDAY 16th JUNE 2008 at 7.30pm at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
 
 

A G E N D A 
 

1. To receive apologies for absence and declarations of interest 
 

2. To consider the following planning applications received for comment: 
 

The Old Post Office, Tarporley Road, Cotebrook – insert two additional windows at first 
floor level in the south west gable elevation and replace garage  

 
  Tooronga, Quarry Hill, Utkinton – two storey extension 
 

Broadway Farmhouse, Luddington Hill – single storey extension to side and rear 
(amendment to approval 07-0130-FUL) 

   
Little Garth, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – new roof with dormers and gables and two storey 
side extension 

 
 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
11/06/08 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
on MONDAY 16th JUNE 2008 at 7.30pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chairman)   

T. Boyle, G. Hope-Terry, J. Murray, G. Stewart, M. Stewart and B. Walters 
 
In Attendance:  Mr and Mrs Andrew – residents 
 
 
 
08.06a.01 Apologies for Absence  
Resolved: that the apology for absence from Cllr. Copland be accepted. 
 
08.06a.02 Declaration of Interest 
Resolved: that Cllrs. G. and M. Stewarts’ declarations of interest with regard to the planning 
application for Little Garth, Tirley Lane as the property is immediately adjacent to their home, be noted.  
 
08.06a.03 
Planning 
a) Considered the following planning applications:  
Tooronga, Quarry Hill, Utkinton – two storey extension 
Broadway Farmhouse, Luddington Hill – single storey extension to side and rear (amendment to approval 
07-0130-FUL) 
Little Garth, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – new roof with dormers and gables and two storey side extension 

 
Resolved: that no objections be submitted on the above applications. 
 
 
b) Application for The Old Post Office, Tarporley Road, Cotebrook to insert two additional windows at 
first floor level in the south west gable elevation and replace garage.  
 
The Chairman suspended Standing Orders at 7.37pm to enable Mr and Mrs Andrew to speak on the 
application.  Standing Orders were resumed at 7.39pm. 
 
Considered the applications and, 
Resolved: that no objections be submitted provided that Vale Royal BC carries out the following in 
respect of the element of the application to insert the two additional windows at first floor level: 

- considers any report or information regarding the reduction in daylight / sunlight to 
the neighbouring property that may be submitted by interested parties 

- measures the distance between the two properties to ensure it meets planning 
regulations / guidelines  

- if permission is granted, requires the two windows to be opaque and to have 
restricted opening so they do not overlook the neighbouring property  

 
 

 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.10pm 



 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  

TO BE HELD ON  
 

TUESDAY 8th JULY 2008 at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm 
 

 
 

A G E N D A 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 

 
2. To agree the minutes of the meetings held on 10th and 16th June 2008 for signature  

as a correct record (attached) 
   
3. Planning matters: 

To consider the following planning application received for comment: 
Cherry Tree Farm, Quarry Lane, Utkinton – outline permission for a farm worker’s dwelling  
 
To note the decision of Vale Royal BC on the following application: 
11 The Crescent, Utkinton – two storey rear extension – permitted  

 
4. To consider matters arising on the minutes 
 
5. To consider the first draft report on the proposed Quiet Lanes scheme (distributed at the 

last meeting) 
 
6. To receive a progress report on the Cotebrook Greens play facilities 
  
7. To consider any highways matters 

 
8. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any matters arising  
 
9. Finance matters, to  

- receive the 1st quarter financial statement (attached)  
- agree accounts for payment (details attached)  

 
10. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 

 
11. To agree any items for publicity  
 
12. To receive an update on the website  
 
13. To note the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 9th September 2008 at 7.30pm at 

Cotebrook Village Hall 
 

14. Any other business 
 
 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
24/06/08 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
AGM – May - agree the Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 200? for signature and submission 

to the External Auditor (summary of accounts attached)  
 
 
 
March – agree APM  
 
Chris McCourt – attend?? 
 
 
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement 
 
Feb  – donations – Church, 2 x village halls ? 
 
 
December – first draft budget  
 
January – final  
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
on TUESDAY 8th JULY 2008 at 7.30pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. G. Stewart (Chairman)   

J. Murray, M. Stewart and B. Walters 
 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  
 
 
08.07.01 Apologies for Absence  
Resolved: that the apologies for absence from Cllrs. Boyle, Copland, Dahill, and Hope-Terry be accepted. 

 
08.07.02 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the meetings held on 10th and 16th June 2008 be agreed and signed as a 

correct record. 
 

08.07.03 Planning 
i) Considered the following planning application:  

Cherry Tree Farm, Quarry Lane, Utkinton – outline permission for a farm worker’s dwelling 
Resolved: that objections be submitted on the following grounds which relate to Section 7 of 
the Local Plan (Agricultural Workers’ Dwellings): 

- there is no clearly established functional need as required in the Local Plan Section RE7(i). The 
land on which the building is proposed is entirely grazing land.  There is no evidence given that the 
business being undertaken in connection with the horses kept on the land (i.e. that there is a stud facility) 
or grazing cattle (not breeding cattle) proves an absolute need for a worker to live on the site; 

- it is given in section 2.2.4 in the Appraisal of the Existing Business included in the 
application that the business does not support a full time worker therefore the need required in 
RE(ii) is not met;  

- no information is provided in the application which evidences that an agricultural activity 
has been profitable for at least one of the three years the business has been established or that the 
business has a clear prospect of remaining financially sound, as required in the Local Plan Section 
RE(iii).  No accounts are included in the application; and   

- the size of the proposed dwelling is large and is not commensurate with an established 
functional requirement of the business, as required in RE(vi) 

 
ii) Noted the following decisions made by Vale Royal BC: 

11 The Crescent, Utkinton - two storey rear extension - permitted 
Tooronga, Quarry Hill – two storey extension to front and two single storey side extensions - permitted 
The Old Post Office, Tarporley Road, Cotebrook – insert two additional windows at first floor level in 
the south west gable elevation and replace garage – permitted 

 
iii) Old Methodist Chapel, Quarry Bank 
Noted concerns regarding the height of the wall and sufficient parking room for two cars have been 
logged with Vale Royal BC. 
 
08.07.04 Matters arising from the minutes – 10th June  
Noted Cllr. Hope-Terry’s comprehensive feedback from the LGR meeting at Tarvin.    
Also, noted the new Unitary Authority is undertaking consultation on delivering its Area and 
Neighbourhood Working via Area Programme Boards. 
Resolved: that to enable Members to study the options proposed, this be an agenda item for the 
September meeting and the Clerk to circulate relevant information via e-mail  

 
08.07.05 Quiet Lanes Scheme 
Considered the draft report prepared by Anna Geroni and maps detailing all junctions and possible 
signposting locations  
Resolved: that the following be submitted to AG and she be invited to attend the October meeting: 

- recommend add a reference to the close proximity of the Sandstone Trail as that runs just along 
from Primrose Wood and to the extended Delamere Bridle Circuit being promoted by CCC 

- the signage locations – explore further  the number and type of signs (size and wording)  
- who progresses a traffic and speed survey? 
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- what other costs to the Parish Council than the consultation exercise e.g. hall costs and 
hospitality for the meeting with the community? 

 
08.07.06 Cotebrook Green play facilities  
Noted planning permission has been granted for the Council’s application for the playing facilities, access 
path and fencing at the Cotebrook Greens.  Noted funding is secured for all work other than the installation of 
the two pieces of younger children’s play equipment, for which further grants will be required.  
Resolved: that  
a) the Clerk’s report on the project details be received  
b) Cllrs. Boyle, Murray and Walters meet with the Clerk to progress the action required 

 
08.07.07 Highways  
Resolved: that  
a) Cheshire Highways again be asked to resolve the flooding problem in Oulton Mill Lane 
b) Vale Royal BC be requested to remove the apparently abandoned car located near the entrance to 
Woodlands Close 
 
08.07.08 The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections 
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections.   Noted the contractor will cut back the trees 
at the link path between the two Greens and owners of the hedges bordering the lane will cut these back.  

 
08.07.09 Financial Matters    
Resolved: that  
a) the first quarter financial statement for 2008/09 be received  
b) the following net payments be made: 

E. Beech   salary       £164.37 
E. Beech   tel (12 Mar-12Jun) and broadband    £  15.20 
K. Billington    grass cutting at the Quarry and High Billinge pit £  85.00 
Moulton Parish Council  pt. reimbursement - printer drum and toner/ cups  £ 26.29 

c) to note, the Internal Auditor, Phil Sanders is now trading as Linnet Book-keeping Ltd  
 
08.07.10 Correspondence 
Resolved:  that  
a) correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed 
b) the following points be made to Vale Royal BC regarding the potential gypsy and traveller sites; 

- the proposed sites do need to have ease of access to a range of facilities including schools, 
shops, leisure outlets, etc as a number of possible residents may not have access to 
transport.  

- there is concern that the proposed site at Sandiway would result in children having to cross 
the major road (A556) to access schooling.  

- the best solution is that any existing sites be extended to enable additional spaces to be 
created where the appropriate infrastructure and environment currently exists.  

- the Council is unable to identify any suitable site/s within the parish. 
 

1 Vale Royal BC 11 Jun 
 

21 Jun 
 

2 Jul 
 
 
 

 
5 Jul 

Historic Build Supplementary Planning Document - 
invitation to comment on the Sustainability Appraisal  

Built Environment Review 2007/08 – copies for 
distribution  

Proposed public consultation on potential gypsy and 
traveller sites within Vale Royal – invitation to 
comment on proposed sites at New Road and 

Bradford Road, Winsford / Chester Road, Sandiway 
/ Ship Street, Frodsham 

Revised timetable of public meeting 2008/09 

 
Noted  

 
Distributed  

 
 
 
 

See b) above  
Noted  

2 Cheshire CC 18 Jun 
18 Jun 

 
 

4 Jul 

‘Cheshire Matters’ – June edition  
Notice of carriageway strengthening of the A51 at 
Clotton - to include road closures and diversions 

from Aug to Oct 2008   
Cheshire Historic Landscape Characterisation 

project – summary booklet 

Noted  
 
 

Noted  
 

Noted  
3 Cheshire & Wirral 

NHS Found. Trust  
11 Jun  ‘Engage’ - quarterly newsletter Noted    
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4 Ash-worth Time 
Bank  

e-mail Information on the Time Bank and request to attend 
a future meeting  

 

Invited to Sept. 
meeting  

5 Ches. Assoc. of 
Local Councils 

2 Jul 
2 Jul 

 
 

8 Jul 

July Newsletter  
Annual Meeting - 23rd October – Middlewich – 
invitation to submit motions by 31st August and 

booking form for attendance  
Briefing to criteria changes for the Quality Council 
Scheme – Wed. 27th August at Winsford at 8pm 

Noted  
 
 

Noted  
Clerk will 

attend 
6 Cheshire Police 

Authority  
7 Jul Agenda for ‘Have Your Say’ meeting – Winsford – 

16th July – 7pm 
 

Noted  
7 Clerks & Councils 

Direct 
2 Jul July edition Noted  

 
08.07.11 Publicity  
None currently. 
 
08.07.12 Website  
Noted written update from Cllr. Hope-Terry and recommendations for next action. 
Resolved: that 
a) the annual fee of £100 plus VAT to host the website be agreed 
b) the Chairman be authorised to sign the software licence and website hosting agreement 
c) contact details for community groups be sent to Cllr. Hope-Terry so they can be invited to have a 

section on the website and nominate a person to attend the training   
d) the Chairman, Clerk and Cllr. Hope-Terry make the detailed arrangements for the training and the 

Chairman be authorised to agree the cost. 
 

08.07.13 Next Meeting 
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 9th September 2008 at 7.30pm at Cotebrook Village Hall.  
 
08. 07.14 Any Other Business 
Noted the Council still has a vacancy.  
 
 

 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.50pm 



 
 
 
 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON  
 

THURSDAY 14th AUGUST 2008 at 7.30pm at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL 
 
 

A G E N D A 
 

1. To receive apologies for absence and declarations of interest 
 

2. To consider the following planning applications received for comment: 
 

 
Cave Bank Farm, Knights Lane, Utkinton – erection of one polytunnel 

   
 
Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – demolition of existing agricultural building 
and replacement with a new building for incidental residential use (swimming pool, 
sauna, gymnasium, triple garage, under cover parking and office) 

 
 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
04/08/08 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
on MONDAY 14th AUGUST 2008 at 7.30pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chairman)   

T. Boyle, G. Hope-Terry, G. Stewart, M. Stewart and B. Walters 
 
In Attendance:  E. Beech – Clerk 
   Cllr. J. Grimshaw – Vale Royal BC / West Cheshire &Chester Shadow Unitary Authority 

 
 

08.08.01 Apologies for Absence  
Resolved: that the apologies for absence from Cllrs. Copland and Murray be accepted. 

 
08.08.02 Planning 
Considered the following planning applications:  
 
Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – demolition of existing agricultural building and replacement 
with a new building for incidental residential use  
Resolved: that no objections be submitted. 
 
 
Cave Bank Farm, Knights Lane, Utkinton – erection of one polytunnel 
Resolved: that no objections be submitted but the following be considered: 

 
a) that the polytunnel finish be in a more appropriate colour than white so it blends 

more into its surroundings; and 
b) the polytunnel may be highly visible to residents in areas away from Utkinton e.g. in 

the Delamere parish  
 
08.08.03 Any other business 
a) Quiet Lanes Scheme 
Noted advice received that it is for the Council to discuss the arrangements, timing and costs of carrying 
out a traffic survey of the proposed Scheme route with Cheshire Highways.    
Resolved: that Richard Flood at Cheshire Highways be contacted regarding the survey and cost and 
type of signs and whether funding is available. 

 
b) Website 
Cllr. Hope-Terry reported the following progress: 

- the licence agreement with Upperbridge Enterprises has been signed  
- contact has been made with most of the identified community groups regarding their 

level of interest and their identifying a section administrator 
- next stage is to arrange the training; Cllr. Dahill will contact the School for a venue, to 

include the use of their computers.  
 
c) Closure of the A51 at Clotton 
Noted, in particular, this closure is causing major problems on A49 around Cotebrook with regular 
queuing traffic as a result of the diversion routes.  Also, a number of ‘B’ roads in the Parish being used by 
diverted traffic. 
 
d) A49  
Highways to be asked when the red SLOW markings are to be repainted on the A49 at Cotebrook. 
 
e) West Cheshire and Chester Shadow Unitary Authority  
Cllr. Grimshaw reported on the outcomes of the recent consultation session with Parish and Town 
Council representatives on the proposals for neighbourhood working via Area Programme Boards.  There 
were discussions on the membership, including Parish and Town Council reps. and the role of the 
Boards.  Noted further consultation would be arranged.  
 
f) Cotebrook Greens improvements 
Noted the additional fencing work would be undertaken immediately after the Bank Holiday; information 
will be distributed to residents.  Also, a meeting will be arranged soon with the main contractor for the rest 
of the project.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.45pm 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
on TUESDAY 9th SEPTEMBER 2008 at 7.30pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. G. Stewart (Chairman)   

T. Boyle, G. Hope-Terry and M. Stewart  
 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  
   Cllr. J. Grimshaw – Vale Royal BC / Cheshire West and Chester Shadow Authority  
 
 
08.09.01 Apologies for Absence  
Resolved: that the apologies for absence received from Cllrs. Copland, Dahill, Murray and Walters be 

accepted. 
 

08.09.02 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the meetings held on 8th July and 14th August 2008 be agreed and signed 

as a correct record. 
 

08.09.03 Planning 
Noted the following decisions made by Vale Royal BC: 

Little Garth, Tirley Lane – new roof with dormers/gables and 2-storey side extension – permitted 
Broadway Farmhouse – single storey extension to side and rear – permitted 
Utkinton Village Hall – re-roofing of hall – permitted  

Also noted: Cherry Tree Farm, Quarry Bank – farm worker’s dwelling – application withdrawn 
 

08.09.04 Matters arising from the minutes – 14th August  
Closure of A51 (minute 08.08.03b refers) 
Noted Mr. Johnson, a resident of Wood Lane has raised concerns about traffic problems, including 
drivers’ attitudes when he is crossing his cows.  The Clerk reported she had relayed the concerns to PC 
Chris McCourt who is on contact with the resident. 
 
Red ‘SLOW’ markings on A49 (minute 08.08.03c) refers) 
Noted Highways will arrange for the markings to be reinstated once the A51 work has been completed.  
 
08.09.05 Quiet Lanes Scheme 
Noted the Clerk has yet to contact Richard Flood of Cheshire Highways about the traffic survey, the cost 
and type of signs and available funding.  

 
08.09.06 Cheshire West and Chester Shadow Authority consultation 
Considered current consultation on Area and Neighbourhood Working, including additional details given 
by Cllr. Grimshaw. Discussed boundaries, issues to be dealt with, partner organisations to be included 
and budgetary matters relating to the working arrangements of the proposed Area Programme Boards. 
Resolved: that the Council’s considered responses to the various questions be submitted  
  
08.09.07 Chairman of Cheshire County Council’s Garden Party  
Resolved: that Cllr. Boyle and the Clerk represent the Parish Council at the Garden Party at Tatton 
Park on 30th September  
 
08.09.08 Highways  
Resolved: that Cheshire Highways be requested to: 
a) carry out remedial work on Wood Lane once the major road works on A51 at Clotton are completed 
b) remove sand deposited on Stable Lane after field flooding  
c) repair identified grids on A49 and on Hollins Hill  

  
08.09.09 The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections 
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections.   Noted his concerns about unsatisfactory 
work carried out on trees at the Quarry to protect power lines in the area, resulting in damage to fencing 
which exposes a steep drop into the Quarry, cut branches left in the wood and tree trunks left blocking 
paths  
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Resolved: that Scottish Power be contacted to urgently correct the work undertaken and ensure the 
area is safe. 

 
08.09.10 Cotebrook Green play facilities  
Noted the additional fencing has been completed and the contractor has replaced the rotten posts used to 
create a vehicle barrier to Green 1. The grass mat access path, football post, basketball post and base, 
benches and picnic tables will be installed in early October so the official opening can be arranged possibly 
for 18th October.  
 
08.09.11 Financial Matters    
Resolved: that  
a) the following net payments made in August be confirmed: 
 E. Beech   salary      £164.37 
 Vale Royal Borough Council annual rent for Cotebrook Green 1  £  50.00 
b) the following net payments be made: 

E. Beech   salary       £  65.77 
Post Office Ltd. (HMRC)  PAYE – 2nd quarter    £  97.20 
Linnet Book-keeping Ltd  Internal audit – year end and 1st quarter 2008/09 £ 15.00 
T. Boyle   reimbursement for purchase of vacuum jug £ 29.99 

c) the report of the Internal Auditor be received and that there are no areas of concern or anomalies 
be noted. 

 
08.09.12 Correspondence 
Resolved:  that  
a) correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed 
b) the feasibility of the Parish Small Grants Scheme for countryside access improvements being used to 

improve the Northgate Steps be explored. 
 

1 Vale Royal BC 23 Jul 
 

9 Aug 

Application form for tree planting grant – 50% off cost of 
trees 

Information on consultation with residents in the vicinity 
of the identified potential gypsy and traveller sites  

 
Noted  

 
Noted  

2 Cheshire CC 10 Jul 
 
 

18 Aug 

Consultation on a review of the Council’s Accessibility 
Strategy i.e. the ease with which people can reach jobs 

and essential services  
Parish Small Grants Scheme for countryside access 

improvements  

 
 

Noted  
See above  

3 Ches. Assoc. of Local 
Councils 

31 Jul 
 

4 Aug 
 

8 Aug  

Vale Royal Area Meeting – 18th Sept. at Wyvern House 
invitation to attend 

Annual Meeting - 23rd October – Middlewich – booking 
form for attendance  

Information on the appointment of Parish Council 
representatives on the Cheshire West & Chester 

Shadow Authority Standards Committee 

Noted  
 
 

Noted    
 
 

Noted  
4 Chester City Council  11 Aug Notice of adoption and copy of Supplementary Planning 

Document – Sustainable Development  
 

Noted   
5 Clerks & Councils 

Direct  
1 Sep September edition Noted   

6 Cheshire and Wirral 
NHS Found. Trust 

21 Aug ‘Engage’ - quarterly newsletter Noted   

 
08.09.13 Publicity  
Resolved: that information regarding the opening of the play facilities at Cotebrook Greens be sent to 
the Chester Chronicle 

 
08.09.14 Website  
Noted progress update from Cllr. Hope-Terry on the development of the new website; including: 

- School are interested in being involved both on the website and providing training facilities  
- training will be arranged for October  
- transfer from the current host, Telivo Ltd is underway 
-        the Section Administrators will be identified and enrolled 
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08.09.15 Next Meeting 
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th October 2008 at 7.30pm at Cotebrook Village Hall.  
Sue Ross-Turner, Project Manager, Ash-worth Time Bank to give a brief presentation at the beginning of the 
meeting.  
 
08.09.16 Any Other Business 
Waste Paper for Agricultural Use 
Some concern expressed that piles of waste paper are lying in local fields in Heath Lane. The paper is 
brought in by large lorries and dumped in the fields over the summer but is not ploughed in until later in 
the year.  
Resolved: that Cllr. Stewart will check if permission in needed for this activity.  
 
Council Vacancy 
Noted the Council still has a vacancy for a Co-opted member.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.15pm 



 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  
TO BE HELD ON  

 
TUESDAY 9th SEPTEMBER 2008 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm 

 
A G E N D A 

 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 

 
2. To agree the minutes of the meetings held on 8th July and 14th August 2008 for signature  

as a correct record (attached) 
   
3. Planning matters: 

To note the decision of Vale Royal Borough Council on the following application: 
Little Garth, Tirley Lane – new roof with dormers/gables and 2-storey side extension – permitted 
Broadway Farmhouse – single storey extension to side and rear – permitted 
Utkinton Village Hall – re-roofing of hall – permitted  
To note: Cherry Tree Farm, Quarry Bank – farm worker’s dwelling – application withdrawn 

 
4. To consider matters arising on the minutes 
 
5. To receive an update on the Quiet Lanes scheme   
 
6. To submit a response to the consultation on Area and Neighbourhood Working in 

Cheshire West and Chester Unitary Authority (details via the VRBC website – Clerk’s  
e-mail of 16th July refers) 

 
7. To receive an invitation from Cheshire County Council for 2 representatives to attend a 

garden party on Tuesday 30th September at Tatton Park from 3.30 – 6.30pm  
 
8. To consider any highways matters 

 
9. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any matters arising  
 
10. To receive an update on the Cotebrook Greens play facilities project, including making 

initial arrangements for its opening 
 
11. Finance matters, to  

- agree accounts for payment (details attached)  
- receive the Internal Auditor’s report for the period April-June 2008 

 
12. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 

 
13. To agree any items for publicity  
 
14. To receive an update on the website  
 
15. To note the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th October 2008 at 7.30pm at Utkinton  

Village Hall 
 

16. Any other business 
 
 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
03/09/08 
 
 
 



 
 
Sue Ross- Turner Ash-timebank (Oct) 
 
 
AGM – May - agree the Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 200? for signature and submission 

to the External Auditor (summary of accounts attached)  
 
 
 
March – agree APM  
 
Chris McCourt – attend?? 
 
 
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement 
 
Feb  – donations – Church, 2 x village halls ? 
 
 
December – first draft budget  
 
January – final  
 
 
 



 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  
TO BE HELD ON  

 
TUESDAY 14th OCTOBER 2008 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm 

 
A G E N D A 

 
Susan Ross-Turner, Project & Grants Manager, Ash-worth Time Bank will attend at 7.30pm to talk about 
the benefits of the Time Bank.  The Time Bank is a charity which encourages rural people to share their 
skills and time with other members of the community.  It is based in Ashton Hayes and covers 10 villages 
in the Cheshire area.  In October 2007, it was awarded a Reaching Communities grant from the Big 
Lottery Fund to enable it to expand and develop and for it to be taken to other villages, such as Utkinton.  
 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 

 
2. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 9th September 2008 for signature  

as a correct record (attached) 
   
3. Planning matters: 

To consider the following planning applications for comment to Vale Royal BC 
Fishers Green Farm, Fishers Green – amended application to take account of highways issues 
for the change of use from agricultural to light industrial use  
Peel Cottage, Utkinton Lane – increase angle of roof on conservatory/glazed link walk through at 
the rear of the property to enable slate tiles to be fitted to match existing roofs 
 
To note the decision of Vale Royal BC on the following application: 
Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane – demolition of existing former barn and replacement wth new 
residential out-building – permitted 

 
4. To consider matters arising on the minutes 
 
5. To receive an update on the Quiet Lanes scheme   
 
6. To consider any highways matters 

 
7. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any matters arising  
 
8. To confirm the final details of the opening of the Cotebrook Greens play facilities project 
 
9. Finance matters, to  

- agree accounts for payment (details attached)  
- receive the 2nd quarter financial statement for 2008/09 (attached) 

 
10. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 

 
11. To agree any items for publicity  
 
12. To receive an update on the website  
 
13. To note the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 11th November 2008 at 7.30pm at 

Cotebrook Village Hall  
 

14. Any other business 
 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
08/10/08 
 



 
 
 
December – first draft budget  
 
January – final budget 
 
Feb – donations – Church, 2 x village halls ? 
 
March – agree APM  
 
AGM – May - agree the Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 200? for signature and 

submission to the External Auditor (summary of accounts attached)  
 
 
 
 
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
on TUESDAY 14th OCTOBER 2008 at 7.30pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chairman)   

T. Boyle, P. Copland, G. Hope-Terry and B. Walters 
 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  
   Cllr. J. Grimshaw – Vale Royal BC / Cheshire West and Chester Shadow Authority  

 
Noted Sue Ross-Turner, Project Manager, Ash-worth Time Bank was unable to attend to give a brief 
presentation on the project but will attend the January meeting.  
 
08.10.01 Apologies for Absence  
Resolved: that the apologies for absence received from Cllrs. G. Stewart and M. Stewart be accepted  
and those from County Councillor Needham be noted.  

 
08.10.02 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting held on 9th September 2008 be agreed and signed as a 
correct record. 

 
08.10.03 Planning 
a) Considered the following planning applications:  
Fishers Green Farm, Fishers Green – amended application to take account of highways issues for the 
change of use from agricultural to light industrial use  
Resolved: that no objections, in principle be submitted on the above applications but concerns be 
raised about the lack of information on the type of businesses which may operate and any consequent 
increase in vehicle numbers and movement frequencies  
Peel Cottage, Utkinton Lane – increase angle of roof on conservatory/glazed link walk through at the rear 
of the property to enable slate tiles to be fitted to match existing roofs 
Resolved: that no objections be submitted on the above application. 
 
b) Noted the following decisions made by Vale Royal BC: 
Monarchy Hall Farm, Tirley Lane – demolition of existing former barn and replacement wth new 
residential out-building – permitted 

 
08.10.04 Matters arising from the minutes  
Closure of A51 (minute 08.09.04b refers) 
Noted A51 now open but the closure has resulted in significant erosion to a number of lanes, in particular 
Wood Lane.  
Resolved: that Highways be contacted regarding repair work to Wood Lane  

 
Northgate Steps (minute 08.09.12 refers) 
Noted awaiting response to the feasibility of the Parish Grants Scheme for countryside access 
improvements being used to improve the Northgate Steps.  
 
08.10.05 Quiet Lanes Scheme 
Noted no response yet from Richard Flood of Cheshire Highways about the traffic survey, the cost and 
type of signs and available funding.  

 
08.10.06 Highways  
Re A49 – due to overgrown grass, etc the chevrons on opposite side of road to Foxbank are being 
obscured and a question regarding the provision of a bus stop in Oulton Mill Lane or on the A49. 
Resolved: that these matters be raised with Cheshire County Council 

 
08.10.07 The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections 
Noted remedial work carried out following the Council’s complaint about the original tree felling and 
pruning work carried out by Scottish Power.  Action now needed regarding damaged fence around the 
pond. 
Resolved: that Scottish Power be contacted regarding the fence.  
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08.10.08 Cotebrook Green play facilities  
Confirmed the final arrangements for the opening of the new playing facilities on Saturday 25th October. 
Noted all households leafleted with details and invited to attend.  Also a number of invited guests representing 
funders of the project, including United Utilities and Vale Royal BC have confirmed their attendance.  
Mary Carter, the Council’s previous Clerk will perform the opening and staff from Vale Royal BC will be 
available to coach any young people interested in developing their basketball skills. 
Resolved: that the current Clerk be thanked for her work in ensuring the project was completed and 
making all the arrangements for the opening.  

 
08.10.09 Financial Matters    
Resolved: that  
a) the following net payments be made: 
 E. Beech   salary      £164.37 

E. Beech   telephone calls and broadband – 2nd quarter £  19.60 
E. Beech    travel and postage- 2nd quarter    £  58.04 
K. Billington    grass cutting at The Quarry and the Pit   £  80.00 
LSH Client Property M-ment annual rent of Cotebrook Green 2  £  50.00 
Stadia Sports Ltd  football and basketball goals, etc  £957.50 
Vale Royal BC   to sign off conditions on planning permission £  85.00 
Upper Bridge Enterprises contract for 2008/09 & website host charge £ 105.00 

b) the 2nd quarter financial statement for 2008/09 be received 
c) the External Auditor’s report regarding the Annual Return for the period ending 31st March 2008 be 

received and the requirement to publish the outcome that there are no issues, be noted  
 
08.10.10 Correspondence 
Resolved:  that  
a) correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed 
b) the Village Halls Committees and the Church be asked if they wish trees to be purchased and some      

hedging be purchased under the Scheme for the Quarry 
c) the Council’s views be submitted that Parish and Town Councils should be statutory consultees at 

stage 5 of the consultation process to make new byelaws and should receive written notice of any 
byelaw made 

d) in view of the confidential nature of this item it be considered at the end of the meeting and any 
members of the public and the press present be excluded and they be instructed to withdraw for 
that item 
 

1 Vale Royal BC Sep  Reminder re tree planting grant – 50% off cost of trees 
 

See b) 
above  

2 Cheshire CC 11 Sep 
11 Sep 
12 Sep 

Rural Touring Network – autumn programme  
‘Cheshire Matters’ – September and October editions 

Seeking a Parish Council Recycling Champion  

Noted  
Noted  
Noted   

3 Government 
Office North West 

2 Oct The North West Plan – Regional Spatial Strategy – 
notifying of its publication and availability at www.go-

nw.gov.uk  

Noted  
 

4 The Standards 
Board for 
England   

24 Sep Town and Parish Standard newsletter Noted  

5 Cheshire 
Community 

Action 

29 Sep Notice of the Annual General Meeting on Wed.19th 
November at Middlewich Community Church – 7pm  

Copy of Annual Accounts 2007/08 

Noted  

6 Cheshire Assoc. 
of Local Councils  

25 Sep September newsletter 
Reminder regarding AGM – 23rd October – Middlewich 

Civic Hall 6.30pm  

Noted  
Noted  

7 Dept. for 
Communities and 

Local 
Government  

26 Sep Consultation on The Making and Enforcement of 
Byelaws – about a new procedure to enable authorities 

to make byelaws without the need for scrutiny by the 
Secretary of State and about a new enforcement regime 

for byelaws. Deadline for responses is 20th November  
Is available to look at the following webpage: 

www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovern
ment/byelaws  

 
 
 
 
 

See c) 
above 
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8 Resident  9 Oct Re Weaver Vale Housing Trust – dispute regarding his 
allegation that the Trust is in breach of the planning 

consent for Woodlands Close 

See d) 
above 

9  Denton Clerk  14 Oct  Advising of change of named contact to Edward Clark Noted   
  
08.10.11 Publicity  
Noted Chester Chronicle had received information on the opening of the playing facilities and is expecting 
to send a photographer.  

 
08.10.12 Website  
Noted progress update from Cllr. Hope-Terry on the development of the new website; including: 

- website is now appearing ready for input following training  
- training is arranged for 4th November from 7pm to 9pm at Utkinton School and will be 

attended by representatives from a number of village organisations seeking to have a page 
on the site, including the School   

- these representatives will be the Section Administrators 
Resolved: that the progress on the website be noted and Cllr. Hope-Terry be thanked for his 
continuing work on ensuring this community facility is developed.  

 
08.10.13 Next Meeting 
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 11th November 2008 at 7.30pm at Cotebrook Village Hall.  
 
08.10.14 Any Other Business  
Utkinton Shrine Memorial 
Cllr. Dahil reported on the poor state of the Shrine and its surrounding area, suggesting its need for an 
overhaul possibly to be carried out by members of the community.  
Resolved: that the refurbishment of the Shrine be an agenda item for the next meeting.  
 
Cheshire West and Chester Unitary Authority 
Cllr. Grimshaw reported on the progress of the new Authority.  
 
 

 
 
 

There being no further business, this part of the meeting closed at 9.40pm 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
on TUESDAY 11th NOVEMBER 2008 at 7.30pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chairman)   

P. Copland, G. Hope-Terry, G. Stewart and B. Walters 
 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  
   Cllr. J. Grimshaw – Vale Royal BC / Cheshire West and Chester Shadow Authority  

  Mrs F. Barrett. Mr M. Clays and Mrs. R. Clays – residents  
 
 
08.11.01 Apologies for Absence  
Resolved: that the apologies for absence received from Cllrs. T. Boyle and M. Stewart be accepted  
and those from Councillor Roberts be noted.  

 
08.11.02 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes, including the confidential minutes of the meeting held on 14th October 2008 
be agreed and signed as a correct record. 
 
The Council agreed to bring forward consideration of some matters under item 7. of the agenda as this was 
the item in which the residents present were particularly interested.  
 
08.11.03 Cotebrook Greens Play Facilities  
The Chairman advised some concern had been expressed about the site of the play facilities, particularly 
access and egress from Green 2 as it is an enclosed area.   As a consequence the Clerk was suggesting 
that a purpose-built gate installed between the two Greens may be a solution. Considered this suggestion 
and identified the need for a 2-way opening facility, an open and close mechanism to suit the need, and 
maintenance access to be enabled.  
Standing Orders were suspended at 7.55pm and the Chairman following which residents voiced the detail 
of their concerns about the ease of exit from Green 2 if a child feels vulnerable but expressed satisfaction 
that the Council is considering this as it progresses the project.  
Standing Orders were resumed at 8.05pm. 
Resolved: that the project include a suitable gate; ‘fit for purpose’ be further researched.   
 
08.11.04 Planning 
Noted the following decision made by Vale Royal BC: 
Fishers Green Farm, Fishers Green – amended application to take account of highways issues for the 
change of use from agricultural to light industrial use – permitted.  

 
08.11.05 Matters arising from the minutes  
Improvements to the Shrine and its surrounding area (minute 08.10.14 refers) 
Noted some advice received from specialist on what would be needed to surrounding area (removal of 
Yucca plants, sandblasting chain, renew some of concrete area) in addition to work on Memorial itself. 
Resolved: that  
a) the Chairman contact Quadriga Ltd as a specialist company, to obtain an estimate of the cost of 

repairing the monument 
b) consideration to work on its surrounding area be addresses later 
c) the availability of grants towards this work be explored.  

 
Northgate Steps (minute 08.10.04 refers) 
Noted advice received that the Parish Grants Scheme for countryside access improvements cannot be 
used to improve the Northgate Steps.  
Resolved: that Highways be contacted to report progress on wall repair and action to remove cause 
of water lying at the base of the Steps.  
 
Oulton Mill Lane – provision of bus stop (08.10.06 refers) 
Noted details of the C88 service which picks up and drops off at the bus shelter in Utkinton Lane. 
Resolved: that Cheshire County Council be asked to provide an additional stop in Oulton Mill Lane to 
facilitate safer use as users have to cross the A49. 
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08.11.06 Highways  
Noted Delamere PC will consider the provision of trees on the A49. 
Various highways faults noted for reporting. 
Resolved: that  
a) Cheshire Highways be advised of the following: 

- large pothole outside Grove House  
- damage to road and road side and much mud left on road by vehicles accessing 

site at Monarchy Hall Farm 
- grid lid has still not repaired at Hollins Hill but it has been marked twice 

b) the response to concerns about the visibility problem and car parking regarding the work being 
undertaken at the old Chapel at the junction of John Street and Quarry Bank be requested from Vale 
Royal BC Planning. 

 
08.11.07 The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections 
Noted fence around pond and boundary not yet replaced.  
Resolved: that  
a) Scottish Power be contacted again regarding the fencing 
b) hedging be purchased under the Parish Tree Planting Scheme to be planted in front of the replaced 

post and barbed wire fence at the pond 
c) the best bench from those to be removed from Cotebrook Greens replace the one at The Quarry 
d) the inspection procedures be revised to include a specific check of the new playing facilities   
 
08.11.08 Cotebrook Green play facilities  
Received the final financial statement for Phase 1 of the project, noting the overall contribution of the Parish 
Council of less than £500 to the project cost of almost £7,500. Noted the opening event and a successful 
meeting with the representative from Awards for All team as part of her monitoring of projects role and the 
encouragement given to apply for further funding for Phase 2 to install the two pieces of younger children’s 
play equipment, safety and use noticing and possibly a gate.  
Resolved: that the Clerk progress applications for funding for Phase 2 of the project. 

 
08.11.09 Financial Matters    
Resolved: that  
a) the revised insurance schedule which now includes the new play facilities, be received  
b) the following net payments be made: 
 E. Beech   salary      £   164.37 

E. Beech   balloons and flowers for opening   £      5.99 
Royal British Legion  donation for poppy wreath   £    25.00 
Moulton Parish Council   reimbursement for printer toner and A4 paper £    18.60 
Plumbley Environmental Ltd  creation of play area and access facilities £5,031.20 
Timberline Ltd   2 picnic tables and 2 benches    £1,240.00 
Acorn Technology Services website training session    £     72.72 

c) the Internal Auditor’s 2nd quarter report be received and that no anomalies or areas of concern were 
found, be noted. 

 
08.11.10 Correspondence 
Resolved:  that  
a) correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed 
b) the Clerk highlight at the next meeting, any relevant matters relating to the content of the 2 consultation 

documents issued by Vale Royal BC on behalf of the new Unitary Authority 
c) the Playscheme Association’s request be considered at the January meeting  
d) The Clerk highlight at the next meeting, any relevant matters relating to the content of the Cod of Conduct 

consultation documents issued by the Dept. for Communities and Local Government  
 

1 Vale Royal BC 
/ Cheshire 

West & Chester  

14 Oct 
 

15 Oct 
 

25 Oct 
 

31 Oct 
 
 

Consultation on the draft ‘Historic Built Environment 
SPD’ – deadline 26th Nov.  

Feedback from last Area Meeting and notice of next 
Rural Area Meeting at Sandiway School on 20th Nov.  
Notice of extension to consultation period on potential 

gypsy and traveller sites 
Consultation on Draft Strategic Housing Land 

Availability Assessment - identifies with sites with 
potential for housing development – deadline 1/12/08 

Noted  
 

Noted   
 

Noted  
 
 

Noted  
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1 Nov Consultations on ‘Statement of Licensing Policy’ and 
‘Statement of Principles’ relating to the Councils’ 

exercise of its functions under the Licensing Act 2003 
and Gaming Act 2005, respectively – deadline 16/1/09  

 
 
 

See b) above  
2 Cheshire 

County Cl. 
7 Nov ‘Cheshire Matters’ – November edition 

Noted  
3 Cheshire Police 

Authority  
17 Oct  Newsletter on the discussions at the Vale Royal Police 

Forum on 1st October   
 

Noted   
4 Vale Royal 

Playscheme  
5 Nov Offer to provide summer playschemes in rural areas in 

2009 and seeking help for funding  
 

See c) above 
5 Cheshire 

Comm. Action 
3 Nov Reminder regarding the Annual General Meeting on 19th 

November at Middlewich Community Church – 7pm  
 

Noted  
6 Dept. for 

Communities 
and Local 

Government  

30 Oct Consultation on Codes of Conduct for Local Authority 
Members and Employees – follow up to introduction of a 

new Code in 2007, further clarification wording re: 
‘acting in a non-official capacity and a new Code for 

Employees. Deadline for responses is 24th December  

 
 
 
 

See d) above 
7 NALC 18 Oct Notice of outcome of national pay negotiations for local 

government staff  
Noted   

8 Clerks & 
Councils Direct 

8 Nov November Edition  Noted  

 
08.11.11 Asset Register 
Resolved: that the revised Asset Register which now includes the new play facilities, be received  

 
08.11.12 Freedom of Information  
Resolved: that the requirement to adopt the new model Freedom of Information Scheme by 31st 
December 2008 be noted and it be an agenda item for the December meeting.  

 
08.11.13 Publicity  
Cllr. Walters will follow up whether there can be a regular page of Utkinton and Cotebrook information in 
the Tarporley Talk journal. 

 
08.11.14 Website  
Noted progress update from Cllr. Hope-Terry on the development of the new website; including: 

- training which took place on 4th November involving representatives form various local 
organisations 

- a clarification of the 3 access levels and how they might apply 
- the need for the Parish Council to agree on operational matters  

Resolved: that  
a) progress on the website be noted  
b) Cllr. Hope-Terry be appointed ‘Master Administrator’ and Editor  
c) Cllr. Hope-Terry draft suggestions for the policy on who is able to be registered to access the 

website for consideration at the January meeting and a trader’s policy be established subsequently  
d) a flyer to be distributed to all households notifying of the launch of the website be drafted.  

 
08.11.15 Next Meeting 
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 9th December 2008 at 7.00pm at Cotebrook Village Hall.  
 
08.11.16 Any Other Business  
J. Murray 
Noted the receipt of J. Murray’s resignation as a Member of the Council.  
 

 
 

There being no further business, this part of the meeting closed at 10.05pm 



 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  
TO BE HELD ON  

 
TUESDAY 11th NOVEMBER 2008 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm 

 
A G E N D A 

 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 

 
2. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 14th October 2008 for signature  

as a correct record (attached) 
   
3. Planning matters: 

No items, to date 
 
4. To consider matters arising on the minutes, including approaches to improving the Shrine 

and its surrounding area 
 
5. To consider any highways matters 

 
6. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any subsequent action required and to consider inspection arrangements for the 
new play facilities at the Cotebrook Greens   

 
7. To receive the final financial statement for phase 1 and an update on funding for phase 2 

of the Cotebrook Greens play facilities project (attached)  
 
8. Finance matters, to  

- note the revised schedule for the Council’s insurance policy (attached)  
- agree accounts for payment (details attached)  

 
9. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 
 
10. To receive the revised Asset Register, updated to include the new play equipment (attached)  

 
11. To note the requirement to adopt the new model Freedom of Information Scheme 
 
12. To agree any items for publicity  
 
13. To receive an update on the website  
 
14. To note the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 9th December 2008 at 7.30pm at Utkinton 

Village Hall  
 

15. Any other business 
 
 
 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
05/11/08 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
December – first draft budget  
 
January – final budget 
 
Jan  – donations – Church, 2 x village halls ? 
 
March – agree APM  
 
AGM – May - agree the Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 200? for signature and 

submission to the External Auditor (summary of accounts attached)  
 
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement 
 
 
JAN 09 
Susan Ross-Turner, Project & Grants Manager, Ash-worth Time Bank will attend at 7.30pm to talk about 
the benefits of the Time Bank.  The Time Bank is a charity which encourages rural people to share their 
skills and time with other members of the community.  It is based in Ashton Hayes and covers 10 villages 
in the Cheshire area.  In October 2007, it was awarded a Reaching Communities grant from the Big 
Lottery Fund to enable it to expand and develop and for it to be taken to other villages, such as Utkinton.  
 
 
 
 



 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  
TO BE HELD ON  

 
TUESDAY 9th DECEMBER 2008 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL at 7.00pm 

 
A G E N D A 

 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 

 
2. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 11th November 2008 for signature  

as a correct record (attached) 
   
3. Planning matters: 

a) To consider the following planning application: 
Stone Cottage, Tirley Lane – replacement dwelling (amendment to previous application)  

b) To note the following applications are now permitted by Vale Royal BC: 
Cave Bank Farm, Knights Lane – erection of one polytunnel 
Peel Cottage, Utkinton Lane – increase in angle of roof on the conservatory/glazed link 
walk through at rear  
 

4. To consider matters arising on the minutes 
 
5. To consider any highways matters 

 
6. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any subsequent action required  
 
7. To agree a revision to the Council’s Standing Orders to enable a public participation 

session prior to Council meetings   
 
8. Finance matters, to  

- consider a first draft of a budget for 2009/10 (1st draft attached) 
- agree accounts for payment (details attached)  

 
9. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 
 
10. To note there are now two vacancies on the Council and consider how these might be filled  

 
11. To adopt the new model Freedom of Information Scheme (attached) and note subsequent 

action required 
 
12. To agree any items for publicity  
 
13. To receive an update on the website  
 
14. To note the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 13th January 2009 at 7.30pm at 

Cotebrook Village Hall 
 

15. Any other business 
 
 
 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
03/12/08 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Cllr. Hope-Terry draft suggestions for the policy on who is able to be registered to access the website for 

consideration at the January meeting 
 
January -  Playcheme assoc proposals  
 
 
December – first draft budget  
 
January – final budget 
 
Jan  – donations – Church, 2 x village halls ? 
 
March – agree APM  
 
AGM – May - agree the Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 200? for signature and 

submission to the External Auditor (summary of accounts attached)  
 
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement 
 
 
JAN 09 
Susan Ross-Turner, Project & Grants Manager, Ash-worth Time Bank 
will attend at 7.30pm to talk about the benefits of the Time Bank.  The Time Bank is a 
charity which encourages rural people to share their skills and time with other members of the community.  
It is based in Ashton Hayes and covers 10 villages in the Cheshire area.  In October 2007, it was 
awarded a Reaching Communities grant from the Big Lottery Fund to enable it to expand and develop 
and for it to be taken to other villages, such as Utkinton.  
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
on TUESDAY 9th DECEMBER 2008 at 7.00pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chairman)   
   G. Stewart (Chairman for items 08.12.06 to 08.12.08) 

P. Copland, M. Stewart and B. Walters 
 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  

 
08.12.01 Apologies for Absence  
Resolved: that the apologies for absence received from Cllrs. T. Boyle and G. Hope-Terry be accepted  
and those from Cllrs. Grimshaw, Needham and Roberts be noted.  

 
08.12.02 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting held on 11th November 2008 be agreed and signed as a 
correct record. 

 
08.12.03 Planning 
Considered the following application: 
Stone Cottage, Tirley Lane – replacement dwelling (amendment to previous application)  
Resolved: that  
a) clarification on certain aspects of the amended proposals be sought as the drawings are in 

black/white and the amended application refers to stone of specific colours; 
b) the response be circulated for comment and subject to their being no comments, no objections be 

submitted. 
 

Noted the following decisions made by Vale Royal BC: 
Cave Bank Farm, Knights Lane – erection of one polytunnel – permitted 
Peel Cottage, Utkinton Lane – increase in angle of roof on the conservatory/glazed link walk-through at rear - 
permitted 

 
08.12.04 Matters arising from the minutes  
Repairs to the Shrine and its surrounding area (minute 08.11.05 refers) 
Noted receipt of observations and quotes from Quadriga Ltd. for two options to repair the Shrine.  
Considered possible funding sources.  
Resolved: that  
a) the information provided by Quadriga Ltd be accepted in principle and the Chairman contact the 

company to clarify details of the options given for repair; and   
b) the Clerk research possible funding sources  
 
Northgate Steps (minute 08.11.05 refers) 
Noted no action yet undertaken on the requested work on the Steps. 
Resolved: that Highways be contacted again on the wall repair and action to remove cause of water 
lying at the base of the Steps.  
 
Oulton Mill Lane – provision of bus stop (08.11.05 refers) 
Noted request made for an additional stop in Oulton Mill Lane for the C88 service to facilitate safer use as 
users have to cross the A49. 
 
Consultation Documents (08.11.10b) & d) refers) 
Resolved: that the Clerk’s advice that there are no crucial matters for which comment needs to be 

made on the following current consultation documents: 

 Licensing Policy & Statement of Principles – Cheshire West and Cheshire Unitary Authority  

 Code of Conduct for members and Employees – Dept. for Communities and Local Government  

08.12.05 Highways  
Various highways faults noted for reporting. 
Resolved: that Cheshire Highways be advised of the following: 

- road surface on Knights Lane and Hollins Hill needs maintenance    
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- there is still damage to road and road side and much mud left on road by vehicles 
accessing site at Monarchy Hall Farm 

 
-  John Street remains closed from its junction with Quarry Bank although it is outside 

of the notified timescale  
- proposed maintenance work on Wood Lane has still not been carried out  

 
08.12.06 The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections 
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections of these areas.  Noted fences around pond 
and boundary at The Quarry have now been replaced.  
Resolved: that hedging at The Quarry need not now be bought as the replaced post and barbed wire 
fence seems satisfactory but this be checked in 2009 
 
08.12.07 Standing Orders   
Resolved: that  
a) a public participation session of no longer than 15 minutes prior to Council meetings be included in 
the Council’s Standing Orders, noting that this did not preclude any other public participation during 
meetings at the Chairman’s discretion 
b) this and any other required amendments to the Standing Orders be made and they be brought to 
the Council for approval.   

 
08.12.08 Financial Matters    
Considered a first draft of the budget and possible precept for 2009/10.   
Resolved: that  
a) the budget and precept be considered further and agreed at the next meeting  
b) the following net payments be made: 
 E. Beech   salary      £   65.67 

E. Beech    travel and postage – Oct-Nov     £   24.39 
HMRC     3rd quarter PAYE      £   98.60 
Audit Commission  external audit fee 2008    £ 135.00 
Cheshire Assoc. of Local Cls. place a Planning Seminar – 25th November  £  25.00 

 
08.12.09 Correspondence 
Resolved:  that the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed 
 

1 Cheshire West 
& Chester  

29 Nov 
 
 

5 Dec 

Parish Issues Log – seeking details of contractual 
arrangements and service level agreements likely to 

be in place on and beyond 1st April 2009  
Outcome of consultation on Area Partnership working 

Noted none in 
place   

 
Noted   

2 Cheshire 
County Council 

24 Nov 
27 Nov 
5 Dec 

 
8 Dec 

Details of gritting routes  
Local Transport Plan 2006-2008 – progress report  

Re Review of all A & B roads - Speed Limit Review – 
update via Newsletter 

Review of Rural Bus Services – comments by 28th 
Feb.  

Noted  
Noted  

Noted A49 not 
included  

To consider - 
Jan / Feb 

3 Vale Royal BC 3 Dec Copy of full revised Register of Electors for the Parish  Received   
4 The Information 

Commissioner  
29 Nov Information about the new model publication scheme 

(Freedom of Information) and what to do to fulfil the 
Council’s obligation to disclose  

Noted – is an 
agenda item 

5 Ches. Assoc. of 
Local Councils 

12 Nov 
28 Nov 

November Newsletter  
Notice of Vale Royal Area meeting on 11th December 

at Wyvern House at 7pm – speaker re PCSO  

Noted  
 

Noted   
 

08.12.10 Council Vacancies  
Resolved: that the vacancies be advertised in the Chester Chronicle, on the notice boards and the 
website in January and increased effort be put into securing two co-options as soon as possible.  

 
08.12.11 Freedom of Information  
Resolved: that the new model Publication Scheme as published by the Information Commissioner’s 
Office be adopted with effect from 1st January 2009 and a summary of the Council’s information available 
under the Scheme be drafted for agreement.  
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08.12.12 Publicity  
Noted vacancies to be advertised and the launch of the website be publicised widely at the appropriate 
time.  

 
08.12.13 Website  
The Chairman and Clerk briefly reported on the training provided for section administrators. Noted the 
pleasing number of organisations represented.  
 
08.12.14 Next Meeting 
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 13th January 2009 at 7.30pm at Cotebrook Village Hall.  
 
08.12.15 Any Other Business  
None.  

 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40pm 



 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  
TO BE HELD ON  

 
TUESDAY 13th JANUARY 2009 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm 

 
A G E N D A 

 
Susan Ross-Turner, Project & Grants Manager, Ash-worth Time Bank will attend at 7.30pm to talk 
about the benefits of the Time Bank.  The Time Bank is a charity which encourages rural people to share 
their skills and time with other members of the community.  It is based in Ashton Hayes and covers 10 
villages in the Cheshire area.  In October 2007, it was awarded a Reaching Communities grant from the Big 
Lottery Fund to enable it to expand and develop and for it to be taken to other villages, such as Utkinton.  
 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 

 
2. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 9th December 2008 for signature  

as a correct record (attached) 
   
3. Planning matters  

No action on or required for planning applications to report.  
 

4. To consider matters arising on the minutes 
 
5. To consider any highways matters 

 
6. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any subsequent action required  
 
7. To adopt the revised Standing Orders (to be tabled)    
 
8. Finance matters, to  

- consider donations to the Village Halls and for the upkeep of the Churchyard  
- receive the 3rd quarter financial statement for 2008/09 (attached)  
- agree the budget and precept for 2009/10 (2nd draft attached) 
- agree accounts for payment (details attached)  

 
9. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 
 
10. To receive the summary of documents available under the adopted model Freedom of 

Information Scheme (to be tabled)  
 
11. To agree any items for publicity  
 
12. To receive an update on the website, including recommendations for the policy on who is 

able to be registered to access the website 
 
13. To note the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th February 2009 at 7.30pm at Utkinton 

Village Hall 
 

14. Any other business 
 
 
 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
07/01/09 
 
 
 



 
 
 
FEBRUARY – add agenda item re public participation !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 15 mins at commencement 
of meeting  
 
February -  Playcheme assoc proposals  
 
 
 
January – final budget 
 
Jan  – donations – Church, 2 x village halls ? 
 
March – agree APM  
 
AGM – May - agree the Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 200? for signature and 

submission to the External Auditor (summary of accounts attached)  
 
Jan / April / July / Oct – financial statement 
 
December – first draft budget  
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
on TUESDAY 13th JANUARY 2009 at 7.30pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chairman)   
   T. Boyle, P. Copland, G. Hope-Terry and G. Stewart  
 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  

Cllr. A. Needham – Cheshire County Council / Cheshire West & Chester Shadow 
Authority  

 
Noted Ms Ross-Turner was unable to attend to make a presentation on the Ash-worth Time Bank. This 
will be re-scheduled for a future meeting.  
 
09.01.01 Apologies for Absence  
Resolved: that the apologies for absence received from Cllrs. M. Stewart and Walters be accepted  
and those from Cllrs. Grimshaw and Roberts be noted.  

 
09.01.02 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting held on 9th December 2008 be agreed and signed as a 
correct record, subject to the word ‘permitted’ being added at 08.12.03 at the end of the sentence regarding 
‘Peel Cottage’. 

 
09.01.03 Planning 
Noted the following decision made by Vale Royal BC: 
Stone Cottage, Tirley Lane – replacement dwelling (amendment to previous application) – permitted. 

 
09.01.04 Matters arising from the minutes  
Paper waste 
Concern again raised regarding paper waste being delivered to fields in Heaths Lane and elsewhere. It is 
unsightly when left standing for some time before being ploughed in and are there any health risks 
regarding printing ink.  
Resolved: that the Chairman will check out the legality of this practice.  
 
Repairs to the Shrine and its surrounding area (minute 08.12.04 refers) 
The Chairman reported on the recent meeting with Quadriga regarding the options given for repair. 
Recommended the second option as to move the cross may create more damage. 
Noted 50% funding possibly available from an application to the War Memorials Trust 
Resolved: that  
a) the repair detailed in option 2 of the quotation received from Quadriga be agreed, subject to the 

availability of funds 
b) the availability of financial support from the Vale Royal BC Rural Recovery funds be checked. 
 
Northgate Steps (minute 08.12.04 refers) 
Noted again that no action has yet undertaken on the requested work on the Steps. 
Resolved: that Highways be contacted again on the wall repair and action to remove cause of water 
lying at the base of the Steps.  
 
Oulton Mill Lane – provision of bus stop (08.12.04 refers) 
Noted the C88 service route already calls at a stop in Oulton Mill Lane but this needs to be widely 
published. The County Council is to produce a leaflet of information on this route and on the availability of 
the Rural Bus Service for distribution to residents by the Parish Council.  
 
09.01.05 Highways  
Northgate 
Noted a contractor has carried out maintenance work on an area marked out by the County Council on 
Northgate but the opposite side of the road needed similar work.   
Resolved: that County Councillor Needham will investigate why the engineer has not requested all 
necessary work on Northgate to be undertaken.  
 
Significant concern that the roads around the Parish are poorly maintained and it is hoped the new 
Authority will see Highways as a priority.  
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Cllr. Stewart offered to organise and publicise a community litter pick in early Spring; suitable dates were 
considered. 
 
09.01.06 The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections 
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections of these areas.  Seat at Cotebrook due to be 
moved to The Quarry may remain as was donated by Cotebrook resident for that community’s use.  
Considered maintenance work required for 2009/10 in light of current costs.  
Resolved: that schedules of work required be discussed with Mr. Wright and Mr. Billington, to be 
followed with letters confirming arrangements for 2009/10  
 
09.01.07 Standing Orders   
Resolved: that the revised Standing Order to now include a public participation session of no longer 
than 15 minutes prior to Council meetings, be adopted  

 
09.01.08 Financial Matters    
Resolved: that  
a) the following donations be made: 

Cotebrook Village Hall  £150 
Utkinton Village Hall  £150 
Cotebrook Churchyard Fund £100  

b) the 3rd quarter financial statement for 2008/09 be received 
c) the budget for 2009/10, including a precept of £4,609 be agreed  
d) a review of insurance cover to ascertain value for money be undertaken in 2009/10 
e) the following net payments be made: 
 E. Beech salary         £  204.47 

D S Wright  grass cutting and other maintenance at Cotebrook Greens/The Shrine   £  470.00 
f) the following net payment be confirmed: 

Mrs. K. Dahill plants for Shrine        £    31.01 
 
09.01.09 Correspondence 
Resolved:  that the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed 
 

1 Cheshire West 
& Chester  

12 Dec 
 
 

17 Dec 
 
 

12 Jan 

Notice that ‘Statement of Community Involvement’ 
(sets out how Council will involve all in planning) is 

currently being prepared  
Invitation to ‘Introducing Cheshire West & Chester’ – 

3 events in new Council area – one at Civic Hall, 
Winsford on 28th January – 7pm to 8.30pm 

Information about need to carry out a Strategic 
Housing Market Assessment, including an 

Affordable Housing Viability Appraisal for the new 
Council area – a self-completion questionnaire will 

be mailed out to a sample of households across the 
CW&C area for completion by 17th February 

 
 

Noted  
 

Will consider 
attending  

 
 
 

Noted - urge 
completion via 

website  
2 Cheshire 

County Council 
15 Dec 
12 Jan 

‘Cheshire Matters’ – December  
Invitation to a Service of Thanksgiving to celebrate 
120 years of the County Council on 29th March at 

3.30pm at Chester Cathedral   

Noted  
 
 

Noted   
3 Vale Royal B C  22 Dec Invitation to the final Vale Royal Mayor’s Charity Ball 

– 6th February at Memorial Hall 
 

Noted   
4 Dept. for 

Communities & 
Local Govt.   

29 Dec Code of Recommended Practice on Local Authority 
Publicity – consultation - closing date for comments 

is 12th March   

Further 
consider at 

Feb. meeting  
5 Ches. Assoc. of 

Local Councils 
27 Dec January Newsletter  

2009 training dates   
Noted 
Noted   

6  Cheshire Police 
Authority  

1 Jan Notice of 2009 ‘Have Your Say’ meetings – nearest 
is on 1st Sept. at Winsford at 7pm 

 
Noted   

7 Cheshire 
Criminal 

Justice Board 

19 Dec December Bulletin (by e-mail) Noted  
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8 Ches. & Wirral 
NHS Trust 

31 Dec ‘Engage’ newsletter  
Noted  

9 Mid-Cheshire 
Footpath Soc. 

11 Dec Walks programme Jan – June Put on website  

10 Resident 5 Jan Further e-mail on access to previous Council 
minutes  

Noted 
response 
actioned   

11 Clerks & 
Councils Direct 

10 Jan January edition 
2009 Year Book  

Noted  
Noted   

 
09.01.10 Freedom of Information  
Resolved: that the summary of the Council’s information available under the adopted Freedom of 
Information Scheme be agreed and publicised on the website.  

 
09.01.11 Publicity  
Noted vacancies to be advertised and the launch of the website at the appropriate time.  

 
09.01.12 Website  
Cllr. Hope-Terry gave an update on the website progress. Noted it now contained information put on by 
some of the community groups and by the Parish Council and some of tonight’s information will be added. 
Members were reminded to register as users of the site.   
Resolved: that the following be agreed at the next meeting: 

- a flyer to be distributed to all households to launch the website  
- a policy on who is able to be registered to access the website  

 
09.01.13 Next Meeting 
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th February 2009 at 7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall.  
 
09.01.14 Any Other Business  
None.  

 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.40pm 



 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  
TO BE HELD ON  

 
TUESDAY 10th FEBRUARY 2009 at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm 

 
A G E N D A 

 
 
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting, 
the Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and / or seek clarification in 
relation to relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (total time allocated – 15 minutes)  
 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 

 
2. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 13th January 2009 for signature  

as a correct record (attached, including agreed budget) 
   
3. Planning matters  

To consider the following planning application: 
Land at Heatherways, Tarporley - the erection of a continuing care retirement community with 
communal facilities and associated highways and landscaping arrangements (C2 use class)  

 
4. To consider matters arising on the minutes 

 
5. To consider any highways matters 

 
6. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any subsequent action required, including confirming the revised schedules of 
maintenance work for 2009/10  

 
7. Finance matters, to   

- receive the 3rd quarter report of the Internal Auditor and note that no anomalies or 
areas of concern were identified   

- agree accounts for payment (details attached)  
 
8. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 
 
9. To agree any items for publicity  
 
10. To receive an update on the website, including recommendations for the policy on who is 

able to be registered to access the website and to agree publicity for its launch  
 
11. To note the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th March 2009 at 7.30pm at Cotebrook 

Village Hall 
 

12. Any other business 
 
 
 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
04/02/09  
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL on 
TUESDAY 10th FEBRUARY 2009 at 7.30pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. G. Stewart (Chairman)   
   T. Boyle, G. Hope-Terry, M. Stewart and B. Walters 
 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  

J. Crossfield – resident  
 
The meeting commenced with a 15 minute session during which members of the public had the 
opportunity to raise questions and seek clarification in relation to village and community matters.   
The only matter raised was Mrs. Crossfield’s correspondence with Vale Royal BC regarding the current 
major building work being undertaken at Utkinton Chapel.  Noted the concerns about the state of the 
verge should be referred to Cheshire Highways and that planning permission does not require opaque 
glass to be used for the windows in the rear extension. 
 
09.02.01 Apologies for Absence  
Resolved: that the apologies for absence received from Cllrs. P. Copland and A. Dahill be accepted  
and those from Cllrs. Needham and Roberts be noted.  

 
09.02.02 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting held on 13th January 2009 be agreed and signed as a correct 
record 

 
09.02.03 Planning 
Considered the following re-submitted planning application: 
Lane at Heatherways, Tarporley – the erection of a continuing care retirement community with communal 
facilities and associated highways and landscaping arrangements  
Resolved: that the Council’s comments as submitted on the previous application be re-submitted for 
the revised application  

 
09.02.04 Matters arising from the minutes  
Paper waste (minute 09.01.04 refers) 
Noted the Environment Agency can be contacted to confirm that all relevant licences are in place 
regarding the disposal of paper waste on local fields.  
 
Repairs to the Shrine and its surrounding area (minute 09.01.04 refers) 
Noted there are no unallocated funds remaining in the Vale Royal BC Rural Recovery fund. 
 
Northgate Steps (minute 09.01.04 refers) 
Resolved: that Highways be contacted again on the wall repair and action to remove cause of water 
lying at the base of the Steps.  
 
Oulton Mill Lane – bus services (minute 09.01.04 refers) 
Received copies of a leaflet of information on bus services operating in Cotebrook, for distribution to 
residents. As the service includes Utkinton a further supply will be obtained for distribution to relevant 
residents.  
 
Community Litter Pick (09.01.05 refers) 
Noted Vale Royal BC has removed litter from some areas of the parish.  
Resolved: that  
a) a community litter pick be publicised to take place on Sunday 1st March, meeting at 10am at 

Utkinton Village Hall  
b) Vale Royal BC be requested to remove filled bags of litter and any larger items located during the 

litter pick.  
 

09.02.05 Highways  
Oulton Mill Lane 
Continuing concern regarding the very poor state of this road. There are a significant number of deep 
potholes located on one stretch of the road and water continually seeps across the road at this area.  
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Traffic Lights at Junction of A49 / A54 
Some concerns about the management of traffic at this junction. 
Salt bin – Northbrook Road 
Noted concerns expressed by some residents about the safe use of Northbrook Road in the icy 
conditions due to its steep gradient.  One resident has contacted Cheshire Highways to request the 
provision of a salt bin for residents use but this has been refused.  
Wood Lane  
Noted road maintenance work being undertaken on Wood Lane imminently. 
Resolved: that Cheshire Highways 
a) be pressed to prioritise repair work needed on Oulton Mill Lane 
b) be asked if there are any current issues with the frequencies for the traffic lights at the A49 / A54 

junction  
c) be requested to reconsider the provision of a salt bin at Northbrook Road.  
 
09.02.06 The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections 
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections of these areas.  Noted no issues arising.  
Resolved: that schedules of work required be discussed with Mr. Wright and Mr. Billington, to be 
followed by letters confirming arrangements for 2009/10 and the details be reported to the next meeting.  

 
09.02.07 Financial Matters    
Resolved: that  
a) the 3rd quarter report of the Internal Auditor be received and that no areas of concern or anomalies 

were identified, be noted 
b) the following net payments be made: 
 E. Beech salary         £ 168.38 
 E. Beech telephone calls (14/9/08-13/12/08 and broadband (Oct – Dec)  £   20.94 

Linnet Book-keeping Ltd  internal audit – 2nd and 3rd quarter      £     7.50 
c) the request from Cotebrook Church for an increase in the donation from the Council be noted but the 

amount agreed at the January meeting be confirmed  
 
09.02.08 Correspondence 
Resolved:  that the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed 
 

1 Cheshire West & 
Chester  

19 Jan 
19 Jan 

 
 

2 Feb 
 

6 Feb 

Updating information on the Consultation Database 
Draft Statement of Community Involvement for 

consultation - sets out how Council will involve all in 
planning – deadline 27th Feb.  

Re proposed Home Assistance Policy – seeking views 
on key issues by 11th March 

Letter from Chief Executive re responses to issues 
raised at Stakeholder event – contracts/grant funding & 

details of investment in Local Forum £5k per Cllr. for 
local schemes 

Noted  
 
 

Noted  
 

Noted  
 
 
 

Noted  
2 Cheshire County 

Council 
26 Jan 
30 Jan 

Summary Statement of Accounts 2007/08 
Consultation on Personalising Social Care –by 16th Feb. 

Noted  
Noted   

3 Vale Royal 
Borough Council  

26 Jan Information on the decision regarding gypsy and 
traveller sites – advising that four of the selected sites 

have been rules out  

 
 

Noted   
4 Cheshire Comm. 

Council  
16 Jan Entry forms for the 2009 Community Pride Competition  Noted   

5 Audit 
Commission  

21 Jan Notice that audit is to be called for 20th April – most 
Councils have appealed against this date so it has been 

amended to mid-May  

 
 

Noted   
6  Cheshire Police 

Authority  
28 Jan 

 
3 Feb 

Newsletter outlining discussions at the 7th Jan ‘Have 
Your Say’ meeting  

Dates of 2009 ‘Have Your Say’ meetings for noticeboard  

 
Noted  
Noted  

7 ChALC  21 Jan Invitation to nominate the Chair for the draw for tickets 
to a Queens Garden Party  

Submit 
Chair’s 
name    

8 NWRDA 3 Feb Northwest Regional Strategy Newsletter  Noted   
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9 B. Spiegelberg 3 Feb Request for increased grant due to rising costs  Noted – 
see 

09.02.07c 
above  

10 NWRDA 3 Feb Northwest Regional Strategy Newsletter  Noted   
11 RHT 

Developments  
5 Feb Notice of availability of a shared ownership property for 

sale at Ardens Meadow, Tarporley  
Noted – on 

n.board   
 

09.02.10 Publicity  
Resolved: that in future this item be included as part of the website agenda item. 

 
09.02.11 Website  
Cllr. Hope-Terry gave an update on the website progress.  
Noted: 

- two articles about the local area are to be added 
- Utkinton School are to print the flyers publicising the website launch  
- Cllr. Hope-Terry will distribute copies to each Member for distribution to households  

Resolved: that  
a) the policy for registration as presented be agreed and place in the minute book 
b) to facilitate easier input of items to the website the possibility of purchasing a scanner for use by 

Cllr. Hope-Terry be explored.  
 

09.02.12 Next Meeting 
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th March 2009 at 7.30pm at Cotebrook Village Hall.  
Noted Sue Ross-Turner will attend to give a presentation on the Ash-worth Timebank. 

 
09.02.13 Any Other Business  
Utkinton Village Hall 
Resolved: that the Village Hall Committee be congratulated on the improvements to the Village Hall 
 
Representation 
Noted Cllr. Hope-Terry has been recommended for membership of the Standards Committee for the 
Cheshire West and Chester Authority.  

 
 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm 



 

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  
TO BE HELD ON  

 
TUESDAY 10th MARCH 2009 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm 

 
A G E N D A 

 
Susan Ross-Turner, Project & Grants Manager, Ash-worth Time Bank will attend at 7.30pm to talk 
about the benefits of the Time Bank.  The Time Bank is a charity which encourages rural people to share 
their skills and time with other members of the community.  It is based in Ashton Hayes and covers 10 
villages in the Cheshire area.  In October 2007, it was awarded a Reaching Communities grant from the Big 
Lottery Fund to enable it to expand and develop and for it to be taken to other villages, such as Utkinton.  
 
 
 
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting, 
the Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and / or seek clarification in 
relation to relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (total time allocated – 15 minutes)  
 
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest 

 
2. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 10th February 2009 for signature  

as a correct record (attached) 
   
3. Planning matters  

To consider the following planning application: 
Hollins Hill House - rebuild existing garage/store, construct single storey link between existing 
cottage and rebuilt garage/store, raise part of roof of existing cottage and construct first floor 
extension to north elevation 

 
4. To consider matters arising on the minutes 

 
5. To consider any highways matters 

 
6. To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and 

consider any subsequent action required, including confirming the revised schedules of 
maintenance work for 2009/10  

 
7. Finance matters, to   

- agree accounts for payment (details attached)  
 
8. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached) 
 
9. To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity  
 
10. To agree the date of the 2009 Annual Parish Meeting  
 
11. To note the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th April 2009 at 7.30pm at Utkinton 

Village Hall 
 

13. Any other business 
 
 
E. Beech 
Clerk  
04/03/09  
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL on 
TUESDAY 10th MARCH 2009 at 7.30pm  
 
Present:  Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chairman)   
   T. Boyle, P. Copland, G. Hope-Terry, G. Stewart, M. Stewart and B. Walters 
 
In Attendance: E. Beech – Clerk  
 
No member of the public was present and the meeting so the 15 minute session during which members 
of the public have the opportunity to raise questions and seek clarification in relation to village and 
community matters was not used.   
 
Noted Sue Ross-Turner unable to attend the meeting but will now attend the Council’s June meeting to give a 
presentation on the Ash-worth Timebank. Received some printed information on the Timebank. 
 
09.03.01 Apologies for Absence  
Resolved: that the apologies for absence received from Cllr. Grimshaw (Principal Authority) be noted.  

 
09.03.02 Minutes  
Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting held on 10th February 2009 be agreed and signed as a 
correct record 

 
Planning 
Considered the following submitted planning application: 
Hollins Hill House, Tarporley – re-build existing garage/store, construct single storey link between existing 
cottage and rebuilt garage/store, raise part of roof of existing cottage and construct first floor extension to 
north elevation  
Resolved: that the Council’s submit no objections to the application, subject to Vale Royal BC 
checking the plan details as some of the documentation shows the property boundary including the grass 
verge and half the neighbouring public road.  
 
Noted: 
Development at Heatherways, Tarporley is to be considered by Vale Royal BC’s Planning Committee on 
17th March 2009, with an Officer recommendation for approval  
 
Utkinton Methodist Church – conversion – information received from the BC’s Planning Control that the 
applicant has been advised that the already-erected wall needs planning permission. 
 
09.03.04 Matters arising from the minutes  
Northgate Steps (minute 09.02.04 refers) 
Noted Highways Officer has advised that the work is programmed to cut backs shrubs and clean area 
then the loose stones will be put back and the lying water problem resolved.  
 
Oulton Mill Lane (minute 09.02.04 refers) 
Noted Clerk pressing Highways for work to be carried out. 

 
Community Litter Pick (09.02.04 refers) 
Litter pick took place on Sunday 1st March and Vale Royal removed the filled bags and most of larger 
items reported. TV and wheel hub on Heaths Lane still remain.  

 
09.03.05 Highways  
Wood Lane  
Confirmed road maintenance work is being undertaken on Wood Lane. 
 
Wet Lane 
Resolved: that the relevant Authority be requested to site a bin for dog waste at the end of the Wet 
Lane path 
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09.03.06 The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections 
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections of these areas.  Noted no issues arising. 
Noted initial discussions have taken place with Mr. Wright regarding the 2009/10 schedule of work. 
Resolved: that schedules of work required be further discussed with Mr. Wright and Mr. Billington, to be 
followed by letters confirming arrangements for 2009/10 and the details be reported to the next meeting.  

 
09.03.07 Financial Matters    
Resolved: that the following net payments be made: 
 E. Beech   salary       £ 60.18 
 Post Office Ltd (HMRC)   PAYE – final quarter 2008/09    £108.20 

E. Beech   postages (Dec 08 – Feb 09)    £   5.04 
E. Beech   travel (Dec 08 – Feb 09)     £ 33.60 

Cllr. Copland reported the PCC’s disappointment regarding this year’s donation  
09.03.08 Correspondence 
Resolved:  that  
a) the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed 
b) further details of the link to the C84 bus route be obtained  
c) the information received on the Speed Management Assessment Framework be placed on the website 
d) neighbouring Parish Councils be asked if they are interested in attending a presentation by Cheshire 

Fire and Rescue Service hosted by Utkinton Parish Council at Cotebrook Village Hall  
 

1 Cheshire West & 
Chester  

21 Feb 
 

2 Mar 

Notice of funding available for major play projects – 
to be submitted 27th Feb. 

Partnership bulletin (2nd Edition) 

 
Noted  
Noted  

2 Cheshire County 
Council 

23 Feb 
 

25 Feb 
 

Details of Service 84 bus route and times (Crewe –
Chester via Tarporley) 

Cheshire Safer Roads Partnership – info. note on 
the Speed Management Assessment Framework   

 
See above b)  
 
See above c) 

3 The Boundary 
Committee  

26 Feb Notice of electoral review of the Cheshire West & 
Chester – consultation on the size of the Council – 

deadline 6th April  

 
 

Noted   
4 Cheshire 

Community Council  
25 Feb Newsletter Noted  

 
5 Cheshire Assoc. of 

Local Councils  
2 Mar Newsletter  

Invitation to Participatory Budgeting seminar – 23rd 
March – 7pm – Delamere School  

Noted 
Clerk is 

attending 
6  Clerks & Councils 

Direct  
2 Mar March edition  Noted   

7 The Standards 
Board  

28 Feb ‘Town and Parish Standard’ - February edition Noted   

8 Cheshire Fire & 
Rescue Service 

2 Mar Offering to give a presentation on its work in the 
community  

 
See above d)    

9 Cheshire Police 
Authority 

4 Mar Consultation on crime and disorder priorities in 
Cheshire West & Chester 

Complete as 
individual 

 
09.03.10 Website / Publicity  
Cllr. Hope-Terry gave an update on the website progress.  
Noted: 

- flyers publicising the website launch have been distributed and some members of the 
community have registered 

- a range of news items are being regularly added to the site  
- there is now an opportunity for local businesses to sponsor the website via some limited 

advertising for £50 per year and a ‘traders’ section will be added  
Resolved:  that Council members make initial contact with identified local businesses to invite 
expressions of interest, and then where appropriate, this will be followed by a more formal approach by 
Cllr. Hope-Terry.   
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09.03.11 Annual Parish Meeting 
Resolved: that the Annual Parish Meeting be held on Tuesday 14th April 2009 at 7.00pm. 
 
09.03.12 Next Meeting 
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th April 2009 following the Annual Parish Meeting at Utkinton 
Village Hall.  

 
09.03.13 Any Other Business  
Tirley Lane 
Noted need to establish what work United Utilities may carry out at/near the junction with Heaths Lane, as 
it may leave ‘soft’ verges, adding to the problems in that area regarding the state of the road and verges.  
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.55pm 
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