UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman’s report April 2008 to March 2009
Parish assets
These consist of the two Cotebrook Village Greens, which we lease, and
in Utkinton, the Shrine and Quarry Wood that we own. We have worked
over a considerable period to enhance the facilities in the Parish,
Cotebrook, in particular has benefited this year from the installation of
play equipment, which will make it a valuable asset for the people of the
Parish.
The Shrine has been well tended over the past year. However, the
stonework needs attention and we are currently looking at options to
obtain the money required for repair.
Derek Wright and Kenneth Billington have continued to carry out regular
maintenance work throughout the Parish, particularly at The Quarry and
Cotebrook Greens.
Elaine Beech, our Clerk has now been with us for three years and
continues to provide excellent service, sound advice and support to the
Council and residents of the Parish.
Cotebrook Village Green
We were delighted to see all the efforts of past Chairmen, Clerks and past
and present Councillors come to fruition with the installation of play
equipment on the Village Green. It has been a lengthy process and the
opening ceremony took place on the 25th October 2008. The heavy rain
never dampened high spirits and we were delighted to welcome our
former clerk Mary Carter who, having started the process, was invited to
open the play area. The ceremony was well attended and enjoyed by all.
Our Clerk Elaine Beech arranged many aspects of the project and the
opening ceremony and I would like to record my gratitude for her
support.
Website
I am delighted that we now have a community website. It has taken a
considerable amount of time and effort and I would like to pay tribute to
Cllr. Hope-Terry who has been the driving force behind the project. It has
developed from a Parish Council website to a Community website. The
communication it allows is enjoyed by many groups and individuals in the
Parish and it is becoming a popular and beneficial site. For those who
have not registered, please log on to www.utkintoncotebrook.org.uk to
learn more about the activities and facilities in the village.

Routine Business of the Council
Meetings:
We have held 12 Parish Council Meetings. Attendance by Councillors has
been good, but again the public has shown little interest in the general
work of the Council. Where there is a specific interest, Parishioners have
attended. Invariably, their contribution to proceedings has been
informative, relevant and interesting and we would welcome anyone who
wished to attend on a regular basis.
We have introduced into Standing Orders a 15 minute period prior to
commencing the formal business of the meeting, when the Chairman will
invite any member of the public present to raise questions or seek
clarification in relation to relevant matters pertaining to the Council. This
has worked well on two occasions and I would urge Parishioners to take
the opportunity if there is any matter they wish to raise.
Speakers:
We invited speakers to several meetings, but not all could attend. At the
June 2008 meeting, Mr. McPhillips, Dog Warden Service, Vale Royal
Borough Council explained the responsibilities, legislation and responses
to problems.

Councillors:
We were fortunate to co-opt John Murray a Cotebrook resident onto the
Council. Unfortunately, due to pressures of work he was unable to stay
with us.
Parish Councillors have attended meetings over the structure of the new
Cheshire West and Chester Authority in relation to Parish Councils
representation and this has been of benefit.
We still have two vacancies on the Council and anybody interested should
contact the Clerk (tel: 01606 888015).
Precept:
After much discussion, the precept agreed for 2009/2010 was £4609
which represents a 3.7% increase.
Liaison:
John Grimshaw (ex Vale Royal Borough Council) and Andrew Needham (ex
Cheshire County Council) both of whom now represent the community on
the Cheshire West and Chester Unitary Authority have continued to
support the Council and we appreciate their help and hard work. The
third Member on the new Council representing the community is Barbara
Roberts (ex Chester City Council)

Our Clerk, Elaine Beech has saved considerable time, effort and money by
working constructively with all the local Councils and organisations
relevant to the business of the Council over the past year. The links and
good will created have increased our ability to deliver as a Council.
Finally, I would like to thank all my fellow Councillors for their support,
advice, hard work and good humour throughout the year. Residents of
the Parish do not realise how much they have to thank them for.
Tony Dahill

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 14 APRIL 2009 at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL
following the Annual Parish Meeting

AGENDA
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting,
the Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and / or seek clarification in
relation to relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (total time allocated – 15 minutes)
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 10 March 2009 for signature
as a correct record (attached)

3.

Planning matters
To consider the following planning applications:
Southley, Quarry Bank – extension to ground floor and lower ground floor level
Utkinton Methodist Chapel, Quarry Bank – amendments to previous approvals to convert the
Chapel to a single dwelling and retrospective application for the boundary wall

4.

To consider matters arising on the minutes

5.

To consider any matters arising from the Annual Parish Meeting

6.

To consider any highways matters

7.

To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and
consider any subsequent action required, including confirming the revised schedules of
maintenance work for 2009/10

8.

Finance matters, to
receive the final financial statement for 2008/09 (attached)
agree accounts for payment (details attached)
note receipt of the Annual Return documentation for 2008/09 from the External
Auditor and that the Council’s is subject to an intermediate audit for which
additional documents and information must be provided with the Annual Return

9.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

10.

To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity

11.

To note the Annual General Meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 12 May 2009
at 7.00pm at Cotebrook Village Hall, followed by an Ordinary Meeting of the Council.

12.

Any other business

th

th

E. Beech
Clerk
08/04/09

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL on
th
TUESDAY 14 APRIL 2009 at 7.30pm
Present:

Cllrs. A. Dahill (Chairman)
T. Boyle, G. Hope-Terry, G. Stewart and M. Stewart

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk
Cllrs. A. Needham and B. Roberts – Cheshire West and Chester Council

No member of the public was present and the meeting so the 15 minute session during which members
of the public have the opportunity to raise questions and seek clarification in relation to village and
community matters was not used.
09.04.01
Resolved:

Apologies for Absence
that the apologies for absence received from Cllrs. Copland and Walters be agreed.

09.04.02
Resolved:
record

Minutes
th
that the minutes of the meeting held on 10 March 2009 be agreed and signed as a correct

09.04.03
Planning
Considered the following planning applications:
Southley, Quarry Bank – extension to ground floor and lower ground floor level
Resolved:
that the Council’s submit no objections to the application
Utkinton Methodist Chapel, Quarry Bank – amendments to previous approvals to convert the Chapel to a
single dwelling and retrospective application for the boundary wall
Resolved:
that no objections to the minor amendments to the main property be submitted but
objections be submitted on the following to Cheshire West and Chester Council:
the height of the boundary brick wall as it currently presents as a highway safety issue
related to driver’s vision at the junction of Quarry Bank and John Street and that where the
original name-stone from the Chapel has been included in the wall the location of it creates
an even higher section of wall and this significantly adds to the vision problem.
car parking on site as the original planning permission included a condition which required
a minimum of two off road car parking spaces to be made available for use. The
dimensions of the space created for these appear to be too small and narrow.
rear window glazing - the glazing of the rear window should be frosted glass as it closely
overlooks a property in Northbrook Road. This does not appear to have been picked up
when plans were originally submitted so in light of the numerous amendments the applicant
is requesting with this application the opportunity should be taken to correct this error.
Noted the development at Heatherways, Tarporley has been refused by Vale Royal BC’s Planning
Committee.
09.04.04
Matters arising from the minutes
Northgate Steps (minute 09.03.04 refers)
No work undertaken to Steps.
Oulton Mill Lane (minute 09.03.04 refers)
Noted contact information for the owner of field from which water is running has been passed to but no
further work on the road surface has been done.
Wet Lane (09.03.05 refers)
Noted a dog waste bin cannot be provided at the footpath junction identified as there is no collection in
that area.
09.04.05
Highways
Current Issues
Resolved:
that
a)
Highways be praised for the road maintenance work undertaken on Wood Lane
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b)

the following be reported:
- the overall poor state of the stretch of Utkinton Road between its junctions with Fishers Green
and Wood Lane and in particular large pothole
- some resurfacing needed on a stretch of Stable Lane near the farm
- Tirley Lane near the junction with Heaths Lane is very muddy again and needs cleaning

09.04.06
The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections
Received Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections of these areas and noted his conversations
with the two contractors. Thanks to Cllr. G. Stewart for this outcome.
Resolved:
that letters detailing the specification for work in 2009/10 be sent to Mr. Wright and Mr. Billington
09.04.07
Financial Matters
Resolved:
that
a) the final financial statement for 2008/09 be received and the estimated carry forward be noted
b) the following net payments be made:
E. Beech
salary
£168.89
E. Beech
salary 08/09 final settlement – arrears
£ 6.12
E. Beech
tel. costs (14/12/08 – 13/03/09) & Broadband (Jan-Mar)
£ 14.43
Moulton Parish Council Part cost of printer toner cartridge & 10 plastic cup holders
£ 19.49
c) receipt of the Annual Return documentation for 2008/09 from the External Auditor and that the
Council’s is subject to an intermediate audit for which additional documents and information must be
provided with the Annual Return, be noted
d) information on how the cost of the agreed precept per household is allocated
09.04.08
Correspondence
Resolved:
that
a)
the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed
b)
Cllrs. Dahill, Stewart and Hope-Terry attend the Local Councils Event at the Fourways, Delamere
c)
A member of the Tattenhall Community First Responders Group be invited to attend the June
meeting and Sue Ross-Turner be re-scheduled for the July meeting.
1

Cheshire West &
Chester

27 Mar

See b) above

31 Mar
13 Mar
16 Mar

‘Inside Out’ issue 1 – 2009

Noted

28 Mar

Volunteers group trained by NW Ambulance Service
to respond to emergency medical calls in a number of
Parishes, including Utkinton – request to attend future
Council meeting
Instructional DVD ‘Tick Tock’ to help the Council fulfil
its responsibilities

See c) above

28 Mar
1 Apr
2
3
4

5

Cheshire County
Council
Connexions (Ches.
& Warrington)
Tattenhall
Community First
Responder Group
The Information
Commissioner’s
Office

th

Local Councils Event – Thurs. 30 April – Fourways
Inn, Delamere
Information on changes to the Planning Process due
to LGR
Information on changes to the Building Control
Consultancy due to LGR
Partnership bulletin (Edition 3)
‘Cheshire Matters’ - final edition

3 Apr

Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted

Noted

09.04.09
Website / Publicity
Cllr. Hope-Terry gave an update on the website progress.
Noted:
Information regarding the First Responder presentation at the June meeting be put on the
website
Cllr. Dahill provide more village photos
Some community groups not utilising the site
Cllr. Hope-Terry will speak to potential sponsors from local businesses
The budget and expenditure information to be loaded onto the site
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09.04.10
Next Meeting
th
Noted the next Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 12 May 2009 at 7.30pm followed by an
Ordinary Meeting of the Council, both at Cotebrook Village Hall.
09.04.12
Any Other Business
Co-option
Noted that an application for co-option to the Council from Mr. Roger Barnes has been tabled to the
meeting
Resolved:
that the application be considered at the next meeting

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40pm
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MINUTES OF THE PARISH MEETING OF UTKINTON held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL on
th
TUESDAY 14 APRIL 2009 at 7.00pm
Present:

Cllrs. A. Dahill – Chairman
Cllrs. T. Boyle, G. Hope-Terry, G. Stewart and M. Stewart - Parish Council
Cllrs. A. Needham and B. Roberts – Cheshire West and Chester Council

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk

1.

Apologies for Absence
Cllrs. P. Copland and B. Walters – Parish Council

2.

Minutes
Resolved:

th

that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 8 April 2008 be signed
as a correct record

3.

Matters arising
None.

4.

Chairman’s Annual Report
The Chairman presented his detailed, written annual report, making particular reference to:
Parish assets, including the two Cotebrook Greens, the new play equipment, the
Shrine and Quarry Wood
the opening of the play facilities at the Cotebrook Greens in October 2008
the community website which is up and running thanks to the time and effort of
Cllr. Hope-Terry in particular
the introduction of a 15 minute public participation session at the commencement
of each monthly Council meeting
liaison with the 3 Cheshire West and Chester Councillors
the need to recruit to the vacancies on the Council
He thanked all Councillors and the Clerk for their support.
(A copy of the report is included in the Council minute book)
Cllr. Dahill advised the Council that he would not seek re-election as Chairman and wished his
successor well.

5.

Matters of Interest – Cheshire West and Chester Council
Cllrs. Needham and Roberts gave an update on progress of the ‘new’ Unitary Council which
st
came into being on 1 April 2009 following a ‘Shadow’ period.

6.

Parish Matters
No members of the public in attendance so no matters raised.

7.

Any Other Business
None.

Meeting closed at 7.30pm

UTKINTON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
WILL BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 14 APRIL 2009 at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL, JOHN STREET, UTKINTON
COMMENCING AT
7.00PM

AGENDA
1.

Welcome and apologies

2.

To agree the minutes of the last Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 8 April 2008
for signature as a correct record (attached)

3.

To consider any matters arising from the minutes

4.

To receive the annual report of the Chairman of the Parish Council

5.

To receive any matters of interest reported by the Ward Councillors for the new
Cheshire West and Chester Council

6.

To consider matters pertaining to the Parish raised by any person in attendance

7.

Any other business

th

A. Dahill
Chairman
Utkinton Parish Council
08/04/09

This meeting will be followed by a meeting of the Parish Council to which members of the
public are also welcomed to attend.

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 12 MAY 2009 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL
following the Annual General Meeting

AGENDA
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting,
the Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and / or seek clarification in
relation to relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (total time allocated – 15 minutes)
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 14 April 2009 for signature
as a correct record (attached)

3.

Planning matters
a)
To consider the following planning applications:
The Old Post Office, Tarporley Road – outline application for a two storey dwelling on land at rear
2 Eaton Hall Farm, Tarporley Road – alterations and extensions
Utkinton Cof E Primary School, Quarry Bank – extension, canopy and raised play area

th

b)
To note planning permission has been given to:
Southley, Quarry Bank – extension to ground floor and lower ground floor level
Utkinton Methodist Chapel, Quarry Bank – amendments to previous approvals to convert the
Chapel to a single dwelling and retrospective application for the boundary wall
4.

To consider matters arising on the minutes

5.

To consider an application for co-option to the Council (letter attached)

6.

To consider any highways matters

7.

To receive a report on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and
consider any subsequent action required

8.

Finance matters, to
agree the Council’s audited 2008/09 summary of accounts (attached) and Annual
Return for submission to the External Auditor
agree a Risk Assessment for submission to the External Auditor with the Annual
Return as part of the intermediate audit requirements (attached)
agree accounts for payment (details attached)

9.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

10.

To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity

11.

To note the next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 9 June 2009 at 7.30pm at
Utkinton Village Hall

12.

Any other business

th

E. Beech
Clerk
06/05/09

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON
TUESDAY 12 MAY 2009 AT 7.00pm AT COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL
th

AGENDA
1.

To appoint the Chairman for 2009/10 and receive the Chairman’s declaration of office

2.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

3.

To appoint the Vice Chairman for 2009/10 and receive the Vice Chairman’s
declaration of office

4.

To agree the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 13 May 2008 (attached)

5.

To consider any matters arising

6.

To consider/agree:
establishment, membership and terms of reference of any Committees
representation on external bodies
individual responsibilities for specific business

7.

To consider/agree annual subscriptions:
Cheshire Assoc. of Local Councils - £154.55 (08/09 - £139.65)
Cheshire Community Action - £20.00 (08/09 - £20)
Mid-Cheshire Footpath Society - £8.00 (08/09 - £8.00)

8.

To review the Council’s insurance renewal (schedule attached) and agree payment of
the premium for 2009/10

9.

To appoint the Internal Auditor for 2009/10
(current – P. Sanders A.I.B.A.)

10.

To agree the schedule of meetings for 2009/10

th

Tuesdays at 7.30pm alternately at the Cotebrook and Utkinton Village Halls on
th
th
th
9 June 2009
14 July 2009
8 September 2009
th
th
th
13 October 2009
10 November 2009
8 December 2009
th
th
th
12 January 2010
9 February 2010
9 March 2010
th
th
13 April 2010
11 May 2010 (inc. Annual General Meeting)

E. Beech
Clerk
06/05/09

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held at
th
COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL on TUESDAY 12 MAY 2009 at 7.00pm
Present:

Cllrs. T. Boyle, P. Copland, G. Stewart, M. Stewart and B. Walters

In Attendance:

P. Andrew, J. Andrew, R. Barnes, F. Barrett, J. Barrett, M. Clays, R.
Clays, C. Partington and L. Partington – residents
E. Beech – Clerk
Cllr. J. Grimshaw (Cheshire West and Chester Council)

09.01
Resolved:

Appointment of Chairman
that Cllr. G. Stewart be appointed Chairman for the ensuing year and the relevant
completed and signed declaration of office be received.
Proposed: Cllr. Walters
Seconded: Cllr. Boyle

09.02
Resolved:

Apologies for Absence
that the apologies for absence from Cllrs. Dahill and Hope-Terry be received.

09.03
Resolved:

Appointment of Vice Chairman
that Cllr. G. Hope-Terry be appointed Vice Chairman for the ensuing year, subject to his
agreement and the relevant completed and signed declaration of office being received at
the next Ordinary meeting
Proposed: Cllr. Boyle
Seconded: Cllr. Copland

09.04
Resolved:

Minutes
th
that the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 13 May 2008 be agreed.

09.05

Matters Arising - None.

09.06
Resolved:

Appointment of Committees and Allocation of Member’s Responsibilities
that
a) no Committees be set up
b) the following representation on external bodies be agreed:
Cllr. M. Stewart
Eaton Primary School Governing Body
c) Member’s individual responsibilities be allocated, as follows:
Cllr. G. Stewart - The Quarry, Utkinton & Cllr. B. Walters - Cotebrook Greens
to carry out and record a monthly health and safety check, report back to the Council
and liaise with relevant contractor regarding maintenance
Cllr. Hope-Terry
development of the website

09.07
Resolved:

Annual Subscriptions
that the following annual subscriptions for 2009/10 be agreed:
Cheshire Association of Local Councils - £154.55
Cheshire Community Action - £20.00
Mid-Cheshire Footpath Society - £8.00

09.08
Resolved:

Insurance - review of Schedule
that the insurance premium for 2009/10 of £512.38 be paid and the required annual
independent inspection of the play facilities at Cotebrook Greens be arranged

09.09
Resolved:

Appointment of Auditor
that Mr. P. Sanders A.I.B.A. of Linnet Book-keeping Service be retained as Internal
Auditor for 2009/10

09.10
Resolved:

Schedule of Meetings for 2009/10
that meetings be held on Tuesdays, usually at 7.30pm alternately at the Cotebrook and
Utkinton Village Halls on
th
th
th
9 June 2009
14 July 2009
8 September 2009
th
th
th
13 October 2009
10 November 2009
8 December 2009
th
th
th
12 January 2010
9 February 2010
9 March 2010
th
th
13 April 2010
11 May 2010 (following the Annual General Meeting)
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.15pm.

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL
th
on TUESDAY 12 MAY 2009 at 7.20pm
Present:

Cllrs. G. Stewart (Chairman)
T. Boyle, P. Copland, M. Stewart, B. Walters and R. Barnes (from 09.05.05)

In Attendance:

P. Andrew, J. Andrew, R. Barnes, F. Barrett, J. Barrett, M. Clays, R. Clays,
C. Partington and L. Partington – residents
E. Beech – Clerk
Cllrs. J. Grimshaw, A. Needham – Cheshire West and Chester Council

No member of the public raised any matter in relation to village and community matters in the allocated e
session prior to the meeting.
09.05.01
Resolved:

Apologies for Absence
that the apologies for absence received from Cllrs. Dahill and Hope-Terry be agreed.

09.05.02
Resolved:
record

Minutes
th
that the minutes of the meeting held on 14 April 2009 be agreed and signed as a correct

09.05.03
Planning
i)
Considered the following planning applications:
The Old Post Office, Tarporley Road, Cotebrook – outline application for a 2-storey dwelling
Noted the content of correspondence sent by residents to the Planning Authority giving their objections to
this application.
The Chairman adjourned Standing Orders at 7.30pm to enable residents to add any information to that
already provided to the Council. Standing Orders were then resumed at 7.40pm.
Resolved:
that
a)
objections to the application be submitted on the following grounds in relation to the Vale Royal
Local Plan as adopted by Cheshire West and Chester Council:
1. Housing Section - Policy H4 – Utkinton Parish is a Tier 3 location and as such new housing
is not one of the permitted categories for housing development in this Parish. It is not a
‘windfall site’ as defined under Policy H5
2. the proposed development would not be in keeping with the local area and would be
extremely detrimental to the amenity of neighbouring properties; being immediately
adjacent to one property but being of a very different design, it would remove a significant
amount of this property’s amenity
3. the only driveway access/egress facility that could be made would be onto an unmade,
private lane which currently serves a number of dwellings and could not reasonably serve
more unless it became an adopted road and was regularly maintained
4. there is a safety issue relating to the possible driveway in that a children’s play area has
recently been developed at the end of the lane and this is a main access for the young
people; additional vehicles manoeuvring in this area would add to this danger
b)
In addition the Planning Authority be made aware of a number of error or discrepancies
identified in the information provided in one of the supporting documents submitted i.e. the
Design and Access Statement relating to measurements and other data given
2 Eaton Hall Farm, Tarporley Road, Utkinton
Resolved:
that
a)
the Planning Authority be advised that the application cannot be fully considered due to inadequate
information and inconsistencies relating to some of the drawings so clarification of these details is
required
b)
subject to Councillors being able to comment to the contrary on the clarification provided, no
objections be submitted
Utkinton CofE Primary School – extension, canopy and raised play area
Resolved:
that no objections be submitted.
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ii)
Noted the following planning applications have been permitted:
Southley, Quarry Bank – extension to ground floor and lower ground floor level
Utkinton Methodist Chapel, Quarry Bank – amendments to previous approvals to convert the Chapel to a
single dwelling and retrospective application for the boundary wall
09.05.04
Matters arising from the minutes
Northgate Steps (ongoing)
No work yet undertaken to Steps but should be so with improved weather conditions.
Oulton Mill Lane (ongoing)
Work due to fill potholes but did not take place.
Resolved:
that the Clerk continue to pursue that this work be done.
Local Councils Event (09.04.08b)
Noted receipt of notes e-mailed to all by Cllr. Hope-Terry following his attendance at this event.
09.05.05
Co-option to the Council
Considered application received from Mr. Roger Barnes for co-option to the Council.
Mr. Barnes left the meeting for the duration of the discussion and decision on this item.
Resolved:
that
a)
Mr. R. Barnes be co-opted to the Council with immediate effect and his signed acceptance of office
be received.
b)
the remaining vacancy be filled as soon as possible.
09.05.06
Highways
Resolved:
that
a)
the following be reported:
- slurry and a water leak on Stable Lane
b)
details of two recent road traffic accidents on A49 at Cotebrook be noted
c)
details of street cleaning frequencies and the management of roadside trees be sought
Cllr. Grimshaw reported that the new Council has decided to take the service of Highways as its first area
th
for scrutiny and all Parish Councils will be invited to attend an open meeting on 15 June 2009 at The
Fourways, Delamere. He recommended that the Council’s concerns regarding the proposed Quiet Lanes
scheme for Utkinton not being progressed and questions regarding the Oulton Park traffic management
could be raised there.
09.05.07
Resolved:

The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections
that Cllr. G. Stewart’s reports on his recent inspections of these areas be received. .

09.05.08
Financial Matters
Resolved:
that
a) the Council’s audited 2008/09 summary of accounts, Annual Return and Risk Assessment for
submission to the External Auditor be agreed
b) the following net payments be made:
E. Beech
salary
£168.89
Utkinton Village Hall
use of hall from July 08 to April 09
£ 45.00
c) thanks to the Clerk be recorded for all the accounts work undertaken for the Audit.
09.05.09
Correspondence
Resolved:
that
a)
the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed
b)
as many Councillors as are able attend the meeting regarding proposed wind turbines at Oxheys
nd
Farm, Rushton on 2 June at 7.30pm at Eaton Village Hall
1
2

Cheshire West &
Chester
Cheshire Fire

23 Apr
1 May
23 Apr

Information on the compilation of a list of local events
that the Mobile Information Unit could attend
Speed Limit Review Newsletter 3
Copy of Corporate Plan and Integrated Risk

2

Noted
Noted

3
4
5
6
7

Authority
Cheshire Police
Authority

Management Plan 2009/10
Agenda for next Western Police Area ‘Have Your Say’
meeting and notice of next meeting at Lifestyle
st
Centre, Winsford on 1 September
Quarterly newsletter ‘Engage’

Noted

Noted

11 May

Information on forthcoming Equality Bill which
harmonises existing three public duties into one
equality duty
Newsletter
Information on a proposal by Cornwall Light and
Power to erect 4 wind turbines at Oxheys Farm, Eaton
nd
Notice of a meeting about the proposals – 2 June at
7.30pm at Eaton Village Hall
Walks programme

See b) above
Noted

11 May

May Newsletter

Noted

1 May

Ches. & Wirral Part
NHS Trust
Equality & Human
Rights Commission

24 Apr

Clerks & Cls. Direct
Cheshire Against
Rural Turbines

5 May
23 Apr

20 Apr

8 May
8
9

Mid-Cheshire
Footpath Society
ChALC

Noted
Noted

Noted

09.05.10
Website / Publicity
Thanks from Cotebrook Village Hall Committee to Cllr. Hope-Terry for his help on getting its recent Table
Top Sale advertised on the website
09.05.11
Next Meeting
th
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 9 June 2009 at 7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall.
09.05.12
Any Other Business
Visitors
Noted the First Responder Group will give a presentation at the June meeting and Ash-worth Timebank to
the July meeting.
Cheshire Police
Noted PC McCourt has been replaced by PC Ged Gigg.
Resolved:
that PC Gigg be invited to meet the Council at an early meeting in the autumn.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30pm
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UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 9 JUNE 2009 at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm

AGENDA
Representatives of the Tattenhall First Responders Group will attend to give a presentation prior
to the meeting on their response service to emergency medical calls in the Parish.
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting,
the Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and / or seek clarification in
relation to relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (total time allocated – 15 minutes)
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 12 May 2009 for signature
as a correct record (attached)

3.

Planning matters
a)
To note decisions by Cheshire West and Chester Council on planning applications:
2 Eaton Hill Farm, Tarporley Road, - alteration and extension – permitted
The Old Post Office, Tarporley Road, - two storey dwelling - refused
b)
To consider a response to Cornwall Light and Power’s possible proposal to install up to
five wind turbines on land at Oxheys Farm, Rushton

4.

To consider matters arising on the minutes

5.

To receive the draft minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 12 May 2009 (attached)
and receive the Vice Chairman’s declaration of office signed in the presence of the Council

6.

To consider any highways matters

7.

To note any matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council

8.

To receive reports on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and
consider any subsequent action required

9.

Finance matters, to
agree accounts for payment (details attached)

10.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

11.

To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity

12.

To note the next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 14 July 2009 at 7.30pm at
Cotebrook Village Hall

13.

Any other business

th

th

th

E. Beech
Clerk
03/06/09

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL on
th
TUESDAY 9 JUNE 2009 at 7.30pm
Present:

Cllrs. G. Stewart (Chairman)
T. Boyle, P. Copland, M. Stewart and B. Walters

In Attendance:

J. Mart, P. Radley, N. Worthington – Tattenhall Community First Responders Group
Cllrs. J. Grimshaw, B. Roberts – Cheshire West and Chester Council
E. Beech – Clerk

Prior to the meeting representatives of the Tattenhall Community First Responders Group gave a presentation on
the role, organisation, and operation of this Voluntary Group, including:
its role alongside the Ambulance Service as part of a national network
the cases to which they are required to respond (e.g. not rta, children under 12, etc)
use own vehicles but are appropriately marked; no emergency siren
contents of the equipment bag
hours on call
can attend local events to promote the service
supported by donations from local communities
The Group’s representatives were thanked and invited to send a photograph of the cars used and some
text to be put on the website and to apply for a donation later in the year.
No member of the public attended to raise any matter in relation to village and community matters in the
allocated session prior to the meeting.
09.06.01
Resolved:

Apologies for Absence
that the apologies for absence received from Cllrs. Barnes, Dahill and Hope-Terry be agreed.

09.06.02
Resolved:
record

Minutes
th
that the minutes of the meeting held on 12 May 2009 be agreed and signed as a correct

09.06.03
Planning
i)
Noted the following decisions made on planning applications:
The Old Post Office, Tarporley Road, Cotebrook – outline application for a 2-storey dwelling – refused
2 Eaton Hall Farm, Tarporley Road, Utkinton – alteration and extension - permitted
ii)
Considered the following planning application:
11 Rowlands View, Utkinton – new vehicle access
Resolved:
that no objections be submitted.
iii)
Proposal to locate wind turbines on land at Oxheys Farm, Rushton
The Chairman and Cllr. Boyle reported on their attendance at a meeting arranged by ChART (Cheshire
Against Rural Turbines). Noted no planning application yet submitted to Cheshire West and Chester. An
Action Group has been formed and a fund to support the actions of the Group is being set up. The Group
is looking for support from local parishes.
Resolved:
that
a)
the actions and work of ChART in opposing the proposal be supported
b)
the matter be kept under review.
09.06.04
Matters arising from the minutes
Northgate Steps (ongoing)
Still awaiting work being undertaken to Steps.
Cheshire West and Chester Council – Scrutiny Committee (09.05.06)
th
Noted the Chairman and Cllr. Boyle would be attending the Council’s Scrutiny Committee Meeting on 15
June looking at Highways matters.
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09.06.05
Resolved:

Annual General Meeting
th
that the draft minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 12 May 2009 be received.

09.06.06
Highways
a)
Oulton Mill Lane / Woodlands Close, Cotebrook
Continuing concerns about the state of areas of Oulton Mill Lane and about the damaged surface at its
junction with Woodlands Close, the latter particularly in the light of elderly and disabled persons needing
to use this part of the road to cross. A question asked as to why a number of roads in the Little Budworth
area have been resurfaced but not Oulton Mill Lane.
Resolved:
that these matters be reported to Highways
b)
A49 – Cotebrook
Noted the excessive amount of loose stones/grit lying on the pavement and roadside from the bank
towards the shops has been reported to Highways
c)
Other to be reported
A number of potholes along Stable Lane.
The 30mph warning sign on Utkinton Road is hidden by hedging.
09.06.07
Cheshire West and Chester Council
Considered the partnership working arrangements of the new Council. Noted the Parish is part of the
identified Winsford and Rural East Area Board. Noted no information yet as to how Parish Councils are
to be represented. Also noted the first Community Forum for Eddisbury and Gowy Wards has yet to be
arranged.
Resolved:
that the Council aim to be represented at any meetings, briefings or similar arranged by the
Cheshire West and Chester Council.
09.06.08
The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections
Resolved:
that Cllrs. G. Stewart and B. Walter’s reports on their respective recent inspections of the
Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens be received. .
09.06.09
Financial Matters
Resolved:
that the following net payments be made:
E. Beech
salary
E. Beech
travelling expenses and postages (Mar-May)
st
Post Office Ltd. (HMRC) PAYE (1 quarter)
Cotebrook Village Hall use of hall from May 08 to April 09
K. Billington
grass cutting at The Quarry and the Pit at High Billinge

£ 67.69
£ 27.68
£101.20
£135.00
£ 85.00

09.06.10
Correspondence
Resolved:
that
a)
the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed
b)
the meeting with the representative of Cheshire West and Chester Council regarding service
delivery take place at the end of July / early August
1

Cheshire West &
Chester

20 May
22 May
2 Jun
28 May
2 Jun

2
3

Cheshire Police
Authority
The Boundary
Committee

29 May
14 May

Timetable of Council meetings for 2009/10
Re contractual and funding arrangements for 2009/10 –
review of service delivery – intention to meet with all
Parish Councils on an individual basis
e-mail to request meeting with the Parish Council re
service delivery, etc
Public Transport Maps and Guides
‘Partnerships West’ – update on partnership
developments – Edition 5 (e-mailed)
Newsletter outlining discussions at the recent ‘Have Your
Say’ meetings
Notice of consultation on warding arrangements for the
th
Cheshire West and Chester Council – inviting views by 4
August (e-mailed)
ChALC are hosting a session with Officers from the

2

Noted

See b) above
Noted
Noted
Noted
To consider
at next
meeting

4

Cheshire
Community Action

21 May

5

Cheshire West and
Chester LINK

28 May

Boundary Committee as part of the consultation at The
th
Drumber, Winsford on 30 June from 2.30pm to 4.30pm
th
Invitation to a Members Evening - Tues. 7 July at 6.30pm
at Whitley Village Hall – main topic ‘Cheshire’s Rural
Transport’
Information on this initiative to provide the community with
a way of feeding back their experiences of health and
social care and to help improve services. Membership
events arranged throughout June

09.06.11
Website / Publicity
Noted the first sponsor for the website has been secured. United Utilities have paid £150 for a 3-year
agreement.
09.06.12
Next Meeting
th
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 14 July 2009 at 7.30pm at Cotebrook Village Hall.
09.06.13
Any Other Business
Quality Parish Status
Noted possible need to consider applying for Quality Status.
Utkinton CE Primary School
Noted the impending retirement of Ann Barnett, Head Teacher; a letter of thanks for her contribution to
the community be sent.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.10pm
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Noted

Noted

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 14 JULY 2009 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm

AGENDA
Susan Ross-Turner, Project & Grants Manager, Ash-worth Time Bank will attend at 7.30pm to talk
about the benefits of the Time Bank. The Time Bank is a charity which encourages rural people to share
their skills and time with other members of the community. It is based in Ashton Hayes and covers 10
villages in the Cheshire area. In October 2007, it was awarded a Reaching Communities grant from the Big
Lottery Fund to enable it to expand and develop and for it to be taken to other villages, such as Utkinton.
PC Ged Gigg who now covers Utkinton Parish will also attend to meet Members and give some brief
information on his work in the Parish and surrounding areas.
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting,
the Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and / or seek clarification in
relation to relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (total time allocated – 15 minutes)
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To receive the Vice Chairman’s declaration of office signed in the presence of the Council
and to note Cllr. Barnes register of interests pro-forma has been completed and received

3.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 9 June 2009 for signature as a correct record
(attached)

4.

Planning matters
a)
To note the following planning decision by Cheshire West and Chester Council:
Utkinton Cof E Primary School – extension, canopy and raised area - permitted
b)
To note receipt of an update from ChART regarding Cornwall Light and Power’s
proposal to install up to five wind turbines on land at Oxheys Farm, Rushton

5.

To consider matters arising on the minutes

6.

To consider any highways matters, including to receive feedback from Cllrs. Boyle and
Stewart’s attendance at the recent Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Review and
Scrutiny Committee which reviewed the Highways Service

7.

To note matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council

8.

To consider a response to the Boundary Committee for England on the warding
arrangements for Cheshire West and Chester Council, taking into account draft proposals
th
being drawn up by that Council (information e-mailed 7 July) and the proposal by
nd
Tarporley Parish Council (e-mailed 22 June)

9.

To receive reports on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and
consider any subsequent action required

10.

Finance matters, to
receive the External Auditor’s certificate and opinion on the audit of the annual
return for 2008/09 (attached) and agree action required
st
receive the 1 quarter financial statement for 2009/10 (attached)
agree accounts for payment (details attached)

th

Continued overleaf

11.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

12.

To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity

13.

To note the next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 8 September 2009 at
7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall, subject to any requirement due to urgent business, for a
meeting to be held during August.

14.

Any other business

th

E. Beech
Clerk
08/07/09

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL
th
on TUESDAY 14 JULY 2009 at 7.30pm
Present:

Cllrs. G. Stewart (Chairman)
R. Barnes, T. Boyle, A. Dahill, G. Hope-Terry, M. Stewart and B. Walters

In Attendance:

Mrs. S. Ross-Turner – Ash-worth Time Bank
PC G. Gigg
Cllrs. J. Grimshaw, B. Roberts – Cheshire West and Chester Council
E. Beech – Clerk

Prior to the meeting Sue Ross-Turner gave a presentation on the benefits and operation of the Ash-worth Time
Bank, including:
its history since 2003 and recent development grant from the Lottery
is a registered charity
14 villages currently involved
its role of sharing skills and time from and for members and as an advice and information
centre
details of the most popular skills being offered and utilised
looking to include young people
inviting Parish Councils to become involved, including to publicise the Time Bank and
looking to launch it in Utkinton parish and would be named Utkinton Time Bank
Time Bank could help with leaflet drops, etc
The Parish Council agreed to facilitate a meeting to enable the community to hear about the Time Bank.
Ms Ross-Turner was thanked for her presentation.
Also, PC Ged Gigg introduced himself and his responsibilities in his role in the community, including
community engagement and quality of life
information on recent incidents, mainly A49 road traffic related - accidents/speeding
use of marked police cars on A49
suspect number of all types of incident may be unreported
constraints on role – unable to cover area much on foot
reliant in local reporting
will attend some Parish Council meetings
looking to hold local surgeries to enable the community to meet him, to raise any
concerns, etc
The Parish Council agreed to host community meetings at both village halls alternately or at other
suitable venues, e.g. the Coffee Shop at Cotebrook and Rose Farm Shop, likely arrange for afternoons
and for evenings. In addition PC Gigg was invited to put up some local information on the community
website. He will also sort some contact information for display on the noticeboards.
No member/s of the public attended to raise any matter in relation to village and community matters in the
allocated session prior to the meeting.
09.07.01
Resolved:

Apologies for Absence
that the apology for absence received from Cllr. Copland be agreed.

The Chairman took the opportunity to offer belated thanks to his predecessor, Cllr. Dahill for his work
during his time as Chairman.
09.07.02
Resolved:
record.

Minutes
th
that the minutes of the meeting held on 9 June 2009 be agreed and signed as a correct

09.07.03
Declaration of Office
Resolved:
that the completed and signed declaration of office for Vice Chairman made by Cllr. HopeTerry be received and it be noted that Cllr. Barnes’ register of interests documentation has been
completed and received.
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09.07.04
Planning
Noted:
the following decision made on a planning application:
Utkinton CE Primary School – extension, canopy and raised area - permitted
receipt of an update from ChART regarding Cornwall Light and Power’s
proposal to install up to five wind turbines on land at Oxheys Farm, Rushton
09.07.05
Matters arising from the minutes
Northgate Steps (ongoing)
The necessary maintenance work and resolution of the drainage problem be chased up.
09.07.06
Highways
a)
Oulton Mill Lane / Woodlands Close, Cotebrook
Noted repair to damaged road surface to be carried out by the end of July.
Resolved:
that these matters be reported to Highways
b)
Cllr. Boyle reported back on the highways information given to the Cheshire West and Chester
Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Committee. Noted highways are a key priority and improvements are
being sought.
c)
Additional matters to be reported to Highways
Oulton Mill Lane, Cotebrook – some residents reporting the nuisance of a resin from trees
Junction of Tirley Lane and Heaths Lane – nr. Primrose Wood – road is broken up, potholes and it
regularly floods
Grid cleaning – concern that all grids/gullies need cleaning regularly particularly in Utkinton which takes
all water running off High Billinge
09.07.07
Cheshire West and Chester Council
Noted invitations to attend a range of meetings organised by the new Council, including:
th
the Overview and Scrutiny Committee reviewing Town and Parish Councils on 16 July
th
the first meeting of the Gowy and Eddisbury Community Forum on 28 July
the offer of a meeting with the Parish Council to review services and future delivery
Resolved:
that
a)
with the need to attend a number of meetings increasing then a strategy of attendance to ensure
continuity be developed so the Council is represented; the Clerk arrange for this to be considered at
the next meeting
th
b)
the meeting to review services and future delivery be held on Monday 10 August at 7pm, venue to
be confirmed.
09.07.08
Review of Warding Arrangements for Cheshire West and Chester Council
Noted opportunity to submit views on the above to the Boundary Committee. Also, noted receipt of draft
proposals being considered for submission by CWAC and of a proposal being considered for submission
by Tarporley Parish Council.
After discussion, a proposal that this Council submits a view in favour of a single member ward was
submitted and voted on; result - majority against.
A subsequent proposal that this Council submit a view in favour of maintaining the current arrangements
of a 3-member ward was submitted and voted on: result – majority for.
Resolved:
that
a)
the Boundary Committee be informed this Council considers that 3-member wards are the most
effective as the areas of responsibility of the new Cheshire West and Chester Council are so varied
and extensive and affect every element of a community that elected members need to have varied
and extensive experience and skills which could not covered by one member
b)
the Council will comment further once draft recommendations are drawn up and consulted on.
09.07.09
The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections
Resolved:
that
a)
Cllrs. G. Stewart and B. Walter’s reports on their respective recent inspections of the Quarry and
the Cotebrook Greens be received
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b)

An independent inspection of the play facilities as required by the Council’s insurers is being
arranged

09.07.10
Financial Matters
Resolved:
that
a) the report of the External Auditor be received and the matters she raises be responded to as follows:
inter bank account transfers – the Council is satisfied that its bank mandate requires two
signatures and the inter bank transfer arrangements were set up on this basis and done to
maximise any interest on balances
low year end balances – the Council continues to review its budget against actual
expenditure quarterly but will consider a formula by which it can calculate the level of
balance needed
inadequate risk assessment – a non-financial risk assessment will be completed
st
b)
the 1 quarter financial statement for 2009/10 be received
c)
the following net payments be made:
E. Beech
salary
£168.89
E. Beech
telephone (14/3-13/6) and broadband (Apr-Jun)
£ 16.37
E. Beech
reimbursement-flowers for Head, Utkinton School – retirement £ 30.00
Audit Commission
audit fee for Annual Return 2008/09
£135.00
09.07.11
Resolved:
1

Correspondence
that the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed

Cheshire West &
Chester

12 Jun

2 Jul
3 Jul
3 Jul
7 Jul
2
3
4

Cheshire Comm. Action
Clerks & Cls. Direct
ChALC

12 Jun
29 Jun
7 Jul
13 Jul

Notice of Overview and Scrutiny Committee Review of
Town and Parish Councils – meeting to finalise the
terms of reference and commence the Review on Thurs.
th
16 July at 6.30pm at The Lifestyle Centre, Winsford
First meeting - Gowy and Eddisbury Community Forum
th
– Tues. 28 July at 7.30pm at Tarvin Community Centre
‘Partnerships West’ – Edition 6
West Cheshire Local Strategic Partnership Network
th
Conference – Mon. 20 July at 9am at The Lifestyle
Centre, Winsford
Report of progress on actions from the Local Councils
th
Event on 30 April
May Briefing Sheet
July edition
th
Notice of Vale Royal Area meeting on Thurs. 16 July at
7pm at Wyvern House
July Newsletter (e-mailed)

Clerk to
attend
Chairman
to attend
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted

09.07.12
Website / Publicity
Cllr. Hope-Terry updated in the development of the website, noting that the number of visits to the site
has increased and more photos are needed. Additional pages are to be added, including one for access
to general information about Cheshire.
Some concern that a small number of organisations have yet to develop their pages so they need to be
encouraged to make progress, meanwhile their link will be temporarily deleted so visitors to the site do
not view empty pages.
09.07.13
Next Meeting
th
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 8 September 2009 at 7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall.
09.07.14
Any Other Business
Quality Parish Status
The Clerk will provide a summary of the requirements a Council must meet to be recognised as a Quality
Parish Council, for the next meeting.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.05pm
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Agenda
Local Councils’ Service Delivery project
Date: Monday 10th August at 7.00pm
Location: Utkinton Village Hall

1. Introductions
2. Services currently provided by the local council
3. Services the local council would be interested in providing in the future
4. Participatory planning
5. Parish planning
6. Parish issues log
7. Next steps
8. AOB

NOTES of a meeting of UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL with an Officer of Cheshire West and
Chester Council
th
held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL on MONDAY 10 AUGUST 2009 at 7.00pm
Present:

Cllrs. G. Stewart (Chairman)
A. Dahill, R. Barnes, T. Boyle, G. Hope-Terry, M. Stewart and B. Walters

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk
N. McKeand – Cheshire West and Chester Council

1.
Apology for Absence
Resolved:
that the apology for absence from Cllr. P. Copland be received.
2.
Cheshire West and Chester Council (CWAC) – Local Councils’ Service Delivery Project
Nicola McKeand outlined that the purpose of the Project is to provide information to help Cheshire West
and Chester Council’s understanding of the current arrangements in place and an insight into how
services might be delivered in the future at local level. She confirmed this is a scoping exercise to
establish if there is any interest in delivering services locally.
The Commission for Rural Communities has produced written guidance on devolving to Parish and
Town Councils, including a list of possible services. The most common services devolved are grass
cutting, inc. verges, local footpaths, gulley cleaning.
Issues highlighted:
1.

What would the Parish Council like to undertake; what could it undertake;

2.

How are these administered – how are funds devolved;

3.

What responsibilities does the devolved amount cover, what minimum standards are required to
be met;

4.

What flexibilities are there in levels of service i.e. the Local Council deliver a lesser service but
use funds to deliver other service which is considered to benefit community better;

5.

Does the level of funding keep up with costs, impact of any CWAC budget cutback on a service
and the amount devolved;

6.

What timescales are involved – possible one year to begin with then a longer period thereafter;

7.

Opportunity to work with neighbouring Parish Councils to mutual benefit;

8.

Impact on precept – potential to use existing and/or increase precept to enhance service delivery,
subject to wishes of the community; and

9.

Aim is to implement for 2009/10 – timescale (November decision in principle, detail in early 2010
but precept setting due by end of January 2010) to set up may be too tight

Agreed:

this Parish Council would be interested in taking on the delivery of some services, subject
to the receipt of more detailed information, devolved funding being realistic to deliver
services and any services identified being of benefit to the community

3.
Participatory Budgeting
Noted this approach to enabling community involvement in determining priorities for expenditure is
developing but has not been explored by this Council.
4.

Parish Planning
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Noted Parish Council has explored this development at meetings with members of the community but it
has not progressed due to perceived lack of interest.
Agreed:
the Parish Council will re-consider this and take a more proactive role in the early stages
to help engage the community.
In addition, the Parish Council is considering the requirements of achieving Quality Status at its next
meeting.
5.
Parish Issues Log
Main concerns are:
- highway – state of repair of many roads, gulley clearance, speed limits (in particular on the
stretch of A49 through Cotebrook) and suggest use of ‘average speed’ cameras
- street cleaning and litter removal
Noted the next stage is that a report will be submitted to Cheshire West and Chester Council in October
and the outcome and more details will be sent to Local Councils in November.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.45pm
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UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 8 SEPTEMBER 2009 at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm

AGENDA
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting,
the Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and / or seek clarification in
relation to relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (total time allocated – 15 minutes)
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 14 July for signature as a correct record (attached)

3.

Planning matters
To note the following planning decision by Cheshire West and Chester Council:
11 Rowlands View, Utkinton – provide off road parking - permitted

4.

To consider matters arising on the minutes

5.

To consider any highways matters, including Tirley Lane

6.

To note matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council, including:
representation / attendance at meetings / events and nominations to
represent (information attached)
receive notes of the meeting with Nicola McKeand, Cheshire West and
th
Chester Council held on 10 August 2009 (attached)

7.

To consider a response to correspondence from BT regarding the future of the telephone
kiosk at Cotebrook

8.

To re-visit the development of a Parish Plan

9.

To consider the requirements for achieving Quality Status (copy list attached)

10.

To receive reports on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens, including
the independent inspection of the Greens play facilities and consider any subsequent
action required

11.

Finance matters, to
further progress the recommendations of the External Auditor including, to
consider a draft formula to calculate level of balances and to receive a draft nonfinancial risk assessment (draft attached)
st
receive the internal auditor’s 1 quarter report for 2009/10
agree / confirm accounts for payment (details attached)

12.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

13.

To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity

14.

To note the next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 13 October 2009 at
7.30pm at Cotebrook Village Hall

15.

Any other business

th

th

E. Beech - Clerk
01/09/09

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 8 SEPTEMBER 2009 at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm

AGENDA
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting,
the Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and / or seek clarification in
relation to relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (total time allocated – 15 minutes)
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 14 July for signature as a correct record (attached)

3.

Planning matters
To note the following planning decision by Cheshire West and Chester Council:
11 Rowlands View, Utkinton – provide off road parking - permitted
To consider the following planning application:
Little Garth, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – addition of a pitched roof to the existing rear
conservatory and of a new terraced area to link the conservatory with the lounge

4.

To consider matters arising on the minutes

5.

To consider any highways matters, including Tirley Lane

6.

To note matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council, including:
representation / attendance at meetings / events and nominations to
represent (information attached)
receive notes of the meeting with Nicola McKeand, Cheshire West and
th
Chester Council held on 10 August 2009 (attached)

7.

To consider a response to correspondence from BT regarding the future of the telephone
kiosk at Cotebrook

8.

To re-visit the development of a Parish Plan

9.

To consider the requirements for achieving Quality Status (copy list attached)

10.

To receive reports on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens, including
the independent inspection of the Greens play facilities and consider any subsequent
action required

11.

Finance matters, to
further progress the recommendations of the External Auditor including, to
consider a draft formula to calculate level of balances and to receive a draft nonfinancial risk assessment (draft attached)
st
receive the internal auditor’s 1 quarter report for 2009/10
agree / confirm accounts for payment (details attached)

12.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

13.

To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity

14.

To note the next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 13 October 2009 at
7.30pm at Cotebrook Village Hall

th

15.
Any other business
E. Beech - Clerk - 01/09/09

th

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL on
th
TUESDAY 8 SEPTEMBER 2009 at 7.30pm
Present:

Cllrs. G. Stewart (Chairman)
R. Barnes, T. Boyle, M. Stewart and B. Walters

In Attendance:

Cllr. A. Needham – Cheshire West and Chester Council
E. Beech – Clerk

No member/s of the public attended to raise any matter in relation to village and community matters in the
allocated session prior to the meeting.
09.09.01
Resolved:

Apologies for Absence
that the apologies for absence received from Cllrs. Dahill, Copland and Hope-Terry be agreed and
those from Cllrs. Grimshaw and Roberts (Cheshire West and Chester Council) be noted

09.09.02
Resolved:
record.

Minutes
th
that the minutes of the meeting held on 14 July 2009 be agreed and signed as a correct

09.09.03
Planning
Noted the following decision made on a planning application by Cheshire West and Chester Council:
11 Rowlands View – provide off-road parking - permitted
Considered the following planning application:
Cllrs. G and M Stewart declared a personal interest as neighbours, on the following matter.
Little Garth, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – addition of a pitched roof to the existing rear conservatory and of a
new terraced are to link the conservatory with the lounge
Resolved:
that no objections be submitted.
09.09.04
Matters arising from the minutes
Arising from PC Gigg’s attendance
Noted PC Gigg will attend the next meeting and progress arrangements for Community Action Meetings
(CAM) in consultation with the Parish Council.
Some concern expressed about stated clampdown on motorcycles, particularly on A49.
Northgate Steps
Noted satisfactory work has now been undertaken at this location.
09.09.05
Highways
Reference to:
the speed review undertaken by Cheshire County Council and the resulting implications for the A49
at Cotebrook with; 40mph mandatory on stretch near Shire Horse Centre but not in shops/Foxbank
area.
surfacing installed on grass verge opposite Stone Cottage, Tirley Lane by contractor to
accommodate vehicles during building works
ruts left in grass verge following Chapel building works to be reported to Highways
very poor state of specific roads in the Parish
Resolved:
that the very poor state of Tirley Lane, particularly near its junction with Heaths Lane, and
Heaths Lane in Utkinton and of Oulton Mill Lane in Cotebrook be again brought to the attention of
Highways with a request that urgent action be taken
09.09.06
Cheshire West and Chester Council
Resolved:
that
a)
the following representation or nomination be agreed:
Gowy and Eddisbury Community Forum – Cllr. G. Stewart (res. Cllr. Boyle) – noted this
is a community meeting so anyone may attend.
Winsford and Rural East Partnership Board – Cllr. G. Stewart be nominated for
appointment as a Town and Parish Council representative
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-

b)

Overview and Scrutiny Committee – the Clerk be nominated for a place on the Joint
Arrangements and Democracy Task Group of the Committee
Cheshire Association of Local Councils (Vale Royal Area) – Cllr. Hope-Terry
th
the notes of the meeting to review services and future delivery held on 10 August be received.

09.09.07
Telephone Kiosk at Cotebrook
Noted letter from BT advising that, due to minimal usage the telephony equipment in the kiosk is to be
removed and the community, via the Parish Council is invited to purchase to kiosk for £1 as a piece of
heritage.
Resolved:
that notices be posted on the kiosk, noticeboards and on the website asking the community
if it wishes to retain the kiosk and, if so, what ideas do they have on how it might be used.
09.09.08
Parish Plan
Considered the potential to re-visit the development of a Parish Plan to identify needs and priorities for
the parish.
Resolved:
that
a)
in noting the benefits of this approach to community planning, the Council take steps to promote
and assist in the early stages of the development of a Plan
b)
the Chairman prepare a draft action plan for this for the November meeting
c)
existing Plans for Parishes in Cheshire similar to Utkinton be viewed by all members of the Council
at www.cheshireaction.org.uk/parish-plan-completed.php
d)
the Chairman of Rushton Parish Plan Group be invited to the November meeting to share that
Parish’s experiences in developing its successful Plan
09.09.09
Quality Parish Council Status
Received summary list of requirements to achieve Quality Status and considered way forward.
Resolved:
that a working group led by Cllr. Walters, of Cllrs. Boyle, M. Stewart and the Clerk
consider the requirements and submit a report on what is in place, what needs to be worked towards and
a possible timescale, to the January meeting for further consideration.
09.09.10
The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections
Noted a tree had fallen into an area of Cotebrook Green 2 and the owner’s agent had taken responsibility
to ensure required repairs to re-instate were being undertaken. Also, other trees in the same area had
been felled or hard-pruned as required.
Received the report of the independent inspection of the play facilities at the Greens which reads that ‘the
assessed level of risk for the playground at the time of the inspection is low’ and noted recommendations.
Resolved:
that
a)
Cllrs. G. Stewart and B. Walter’s reports on their respective recent inspections of the Quarry and
the Cotebrook Greens be received and that the cutting back work required at The Quarry is in hand,
be noted
b)
Action to make permanent the repair to the fence damaged by the fallen tree at Green 2 be pursued
c)
A warning sign be sited at the play area, as recommended; the Clerk to obtain a quote for a suitable
sign
09.09.11
Financial Matters
Resolved:
that
a) in further response to the recommendations of the External Auditor:
low year end balances – the Clerk present to the next meeting an approach by which the
level of balance needed may be calculated
inadequate risk assessment – the draft non-financial risk assessment be received and
reviewed annually
st
b)
the 1 quarter report of the Internal Auditor for 2009/10 be received and that there are no areas of
concern or anomalies, be noted
c)
the following net payments made in August be confirmed:
E. Beech
salary
£168.89
Linnet Book-keeping Ltd
internal audit (Jan-Jun)
£ 16.00
Morral Play Solutions
annual independent inspection – C’brook play facilities £ 50.00
d)
the following net payments be made:
E. Beech
salary
£ 67.49
E. Beech
travel (Jun-Aug)
£ 26.80

2

Post Office Ltd (HMRC)
Cheshire West and Chester Cl.
Cheshire West and Chester Cl.
Moulton Parish Council
09.09.12
Resolved:
1
2
3
4

5
6
7
8

nd

2 quarter PAYE
repayment of incorrect payment made in July
rent of land at Woodlands Close (Green 1) 2009/10
reimbursement for printer toner and paper

£ 101.40
£1,794.48
£ 50.00
£ 17.31

Correspondence
that the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed

Cheshire West
& Chester
Cheshire Assoc
of Local
Councils
Clerks &
Councils Direct
4NW

29 Aug

Cheshire Police
Authority
Living Streets –
Chester &
Wirral
Connexions

17 Aug

Cheshire Local
Access Forum

29 Jul

Details of revised and additional bus services for Cotebrook and
Utkinton (put on website, noticeboards and at Village Halls)
nd
Reminder of the Association’s AGM to be held on 22 October
at Middlewich from 6.30pm and an invitation to submit any
th
motions by 16 September
September edition

Noted
G H-T to
attend
Noted

30 Jul

7 Sep
8 Sep
15 Aug

Consultation on draft North West Plan Partial Review on two
new policies proposed for inclusion dealing with Gypsy and
Travellers, and Travelling Showpeople communities and on
revision to Regional Car Parking Standards-responses by 19/10
Notice and agenda for the ‘Have Your Say’ meeting to be held
st
on 1 September at Winsford
th
Survey to be launched on 15 Sept. for pedestrians regarding
experiences of using footways and pavements in Cheshire West
and Chester
Parish Councils working with young people – development of a
youth council for Moulton and adjacent areas
Invitation to join the Forum – is a local advisory body to
Cheshire West and Chester Council on public rights of way

Noted
Noted
Clerk to
e-mail
Noted
Noted

09.09.13
Website / Publicity
Noted that a section administrator has come forward for the pages for Cotebrook Village Hall and the
Orchestra. Need similar volunteer for Utkinton Village Hall.
09.09.14
Next Meeting
th
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 13 October 2009 at 7.30pm at Cotebrook Village Hall.
09.09.15
Any Other Business
Abandoned Vehicle
The apparently abandoned car on the grass verge in John Street at its junction with Northgate be
reported to Cheshire West and Chester Council.
Anti-Social Behaviour
Noted an incident in August regarding youth noise in the Quarry Bank area and egg-throwing at the
Memorial in John Street has been reported to Cheshire Police and follow-up contact made by PC Gigg.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.50pm
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UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 13 OCTOBER 2009 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm

AGENDA
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting,
the Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and / or seek clarification in
relation to relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (total time allocated – 15 minutes)
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 8 September for signature as a correct record
(attached)

3.

Planning matters
To consider the following planning applications:
Rose Tree Cottage, Fishers Green, Utkinton – single storey extension
Spring Cottage, Quarry Bank, Utkinton – outline permission for erection of new dwelling
and access
Bumblebee Hall, Northgate, Utkinton – 2 storey extension to rear

4.

To consider matters arising on the minutes

5.

To consider any highways matters

6.

To receive matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council, including:
feedback from Cllr. G. Stewart regarding the recent Gowy and Eddisbury
Community Forum (attached)
invitation to vote for the Town and Parish Councils’ representative to sit on the
Winsford and Rural East Area Partnership Board (nominee information attached)

7.

To further consider a response to correspondence from BT regarding the future of the
telephone kiosk at Cotebrook, taking into account any comments received from residents

8.

To receive reports on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and
consider any subsequent action required

9.

Finance matters, to
nd
received the 2 quarter financial statement for 2009/10 (attached)
agree / confirm accounts for payment (details attached with corres. summary)
further progress the recommendations of the External Auditor to consider a draft
formula to calculate level of balances – Clerk to report
agree process and timetable for setting the budget and precept for 2010/11

10.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

11.

To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity

12.

To note the next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 10 November 2009 at
7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall

13.

Any other business

th

th

E. Beech - Clerk - 07/10/09

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL
th
on TUESDAY 13 OCTOBER 2009 at 7.30pm
Present:

Cllrs. G. Hope-Terry (Chairman for meeting)
R. Barnes, T. Boyle, P. Copland, A. Dahill and B. Walters

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk
S. Platt, K. Platt – residents

Mr and Mrs Platt were in attendance regarding their planning application. No other member/s of the public
attended to raise any matter in relation to village and community matters in the allocated session prior to
the meeting.
09.10.01
Apologies for Absence
Resolved:
that the apologies for absence received from Cllrs. G. and M. Stewart be agreed and those from
Cllrs. Grimshaw, Needham and Roberts (Cheshire West and Chester Council) and PC Gigg be noted.
09.10.02
Minutes
th
Resolved:
that the minutes of the meeting held on 8 September 2009 be agreed and signed as a
correct record.
09.10.03
Planning
Suspending Standing Orders at 7.40pm, the Chairman invited Mr and Mrs Platt to provide any information
and respond to questions on their planning application for Bumblebee Hall, Northgate. They confirmed
that all the work to be done would be in keeping with the character of the property, with the use of
sandstone, appropriate windows and a slate roof.
Standing Orders were resumed at 7.50pm and the following planning applications were considered:
Bumblebee Cottage, Northgate – 2 storey extension to rear
Rose Tree Cottage, Fishers Green – single storey extension
Resolved:
that no objections be submitted to either application.
Noted the application for outline permission to erect a new dwelling and access at Spring Cottage, Quarry
Bank has been withdrawn.
09.10.04
Matters arising from the minutes
PC Gigg – Community Action Meetings
Suggested venues for PC Gigg to contact for Community Action Meetings (CAM) are Rose Farm Shop
and The Coffee Shop, Cotebrook. Cllr. Boyle will approach the latter regarding this suggestion. Noted
need for CAMs to be advertised widely, inc. on website.
Speed Review – A49
Documents relating to the review and its outcome for the A49 be re-sent to Councillors.
Parish Plan
Noted Mike Wilson, Chairman of Rushton Parish Plan Group has accepted the invitation to attend the next
meeting.
Quality Parish Council Status
A report from the sub-group will be an item on the agenda for the January meeting.
09.10.05
Highways
Reference to:
two streetlights on Foxbank not working to be reported
another road traffic accident in Cotebrook on A49 at junction of Oulton Mill Lane
height of wall of old Methodist Chapel at junction of Quarry Lane and John Street not objected to by
Highways
sufficiency of streetlighting provision in Oulton Mill Lane to be considered at the next meeting
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09.10.06
Cheshire West and Chester Council
Resolved:
that
a)
feedback received from Cllr. Stewart (written) and Cllr. Hope-Terry on the Gowy and Eddisbury
th
Community Forum meeting held on 30 September and Cheshire Association of Local Councils
th
(Vale Royal Area) meeting on 8 October be received
b)
in noting there are 3 nominees to represent Town and Parish Councils on the Winsford and Rural
East Area Partnership Board, a vote for Cllr. G. Stewart be posted
09.10.07
Telephone Kiosk at Cotebrook
Noted no comments directly received by the Clerk from residents but Cllr. Boyle reported a general
observation that the community would welcome it being retained.
Resolved:
that
a)
the telephone kiosk be purchased from BT for £1, and the electricity to it be retained, and then
maintained by the Parish Council as part of the village heritage
b)
further consideration be given to its future use once the purchase if completed.
09.10.08
The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections
Resolved:
that
a)
Cllr. Walter’s report on the recent inspections of the Cotebrook Greens be received
b)
Cllr. Walters to speak to the contractor to request a further grass cut of the Greens, ideally before
half-term
c)
action to make permanent the repair to the fence damaged by the fallen tree at Green 2 be pursued
again
09.10.09
Financial Matters
a)
2009/10
Resolved:
that
nd
i)
the 2 quarter financial statement for 2009/10 be received
ii)
the following net payments be made:
E. Beech
salary
E. Beech
tel. calls (14/6-13/9) and broadband (Jun-Sep)
K. Billington
cutting grass at The Quarry and High Billinge
Upper Bridge Enterprises
website and domain name
LSH Client Property M-ment
rent of Cotebrook Green 2

£168.89
£ 16.24
£ 85.00
£105.00
£ 50.00

b)
Budget Planning
In further response to the recommendations of the External Auditor regarding low year end balances
considered an approach to the creation and management of balances.
Resolved:
that
i)
the following ‘mandatory’ elements to meet costs if the Council is wound up on 31st March in any
year so commitments would be paid in order to run down it's affairs in an orderly manner, be agreed:
Description:
Reason:
Payment to Clerk under
To meet responsibilities under employment law – currently one week
notice
for each year of continuous employment
Rents
To meet signed lease agreements - £50 pa each for leases with
United Utilities and Cheshire West and Chester Council for the 2
Greens at Cotebrook whilst required 6 months notice given
Greens maintenance during To meet responsibilities to maintain these areas under the relevant
6mths.
lease agreements for the period required
Play equipment – Council
To meet responsibilities for public safety relating to the use of the
owned
facilities until responsibility is handed to another party (possibly the
Cotebrook community via the Village Hall committee). Some
maintenance costs whilst this was sorted (annual inspection and minor
repairs)
Quarry – Council owned
To meet responsibilities for public safety relating to the use of the
facilities until responsibility is handed to another party (possibly
Cheshire West and Chester Council. Some maintenance costs whilst
this was sorted
Shrine – Council
To meet any necessary responsibilities for maintenance whilst
maintained but not owned
alternative arrangements are made
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(donated to the community
by a previous owner of
Tirley Garth)
Precept
return to CWAC whatever element of the precept would be left
ii)
that for 2010/11 these would need to be at a level of £620.00, be noted
iii)
thanks to the Clerk be recorded for the preparation of this information
iv)
a strategy to establish how to achieve the level of balances needed and within what timescale be
considered at the next meeting
v)
the figures for each of these items be reviewed annually as part of the budget setting process
vi)
the numbers of properties within Council tax Band D be obtained to support precept setting
vii) the first draft budget for 2010/11 be considered at the next meeting
09.10.10
Correspondence
Resolved:
that
a)
the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed
b)
the resident expressing concern regarding a pick-up point for transport to Sir John Deane’s College
be advised the Council is aware of the issues and of Cllr. Boyle’s support on its behalf.
1

2
3
4
5

Cheshire West &
Chester
Cheshire Assoc of
Local Councils
Cheshire Community
Action
National Assoc. of
Local Councils
Resident

16 Sep
29 Sep

Noted

7 Oct
30 Sep
12 Oct
1 Oct

Concessionary travel scheme information
th
Gowy and Eddisbury Community Forum – Tues. 24
November at 7pm at Kelsall Community Centre
Cheshire Rural Touring Arts programme for the autumn
th
Agenda for Vale Royal Area meeting - 8 Oct. - Winsford
th
Minutes of meeting of 8 October
September newsletter

15 Sep

Notice of 2009 pay settlement

Noted

12 Sep

Complaint regarding transport to College

See b)
above

Notice of A51 carriageway re-strengthening between
Burford Xroads and Reaseheath Roundabout to end of 2009
and traffic management measures
A guide for Parish Councils on registering land

6

Cheshire East
Council

2 Oct

7

Land Registry

6 Oct

09.10.11
Website / Publicity
Noted update on telephone kiosk will be put on the site.
09.10.12
Next Meeting
th
Noted the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 10 November 2009 at 7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall.
09.10.13
Any Other Business
Retired Head, Utkinton School
Noted receipt of card of thanks for flowers.
Vacancy
Noted a vacancy still remains on the Parish Council.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.02pm
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Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted

Noted
Noted

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 10 NOVEMBER 2009 at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm

AGENDA
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting,
the Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and / or seek clarification in
relation to relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (total time allocated – 15 minutes)
Mike Wilson, Chairman of Rushton Parish Plan Group will attend at 7.30pm to provide information on the
development of the Rushton Plan.
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 13 October 2009 for signature as a correct record
(attached)

3.

Planning matters
a)
to consider the following planning application:
9 Rowlands View, John Street, Utkinton – demolition of outbuilding and single storey
extension and ramped access
b)
to note the decision made by Cheshire West and Chester on the following applications
Little Garth, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – amendment to previous application to add pitched
roof to existing conservatory and a new terraced area - permitted
Rose Tree Cottage, Fishers Green – single storey rear extension – permitted

4.

To consider matters arising on the minutes

5.

To consider an application for co-option to the Council (e-mail letter attached)

6.

To consider the development of a Parish Plan

7.

To consider any highways matters, including sufficiency of street lighting provision in
Oulton Mill Lane

8.

To receive matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council, including:
th
- note the next Gowy and Eddisbury Community Forum - 24 November - Kelsall
Community Centre – 7.00pm

9.

To receive reports on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and
consider any subsequent action required

10.

Finance matters, to
agree accounts for payment (details attached with corres. summary)
nd
receive the Internal Auditor’s report for the 2 quarter 2009/10
consider a strategy and timescale to establish how to achieve the level of
balances required
consider a first draft budget for 2010/11 (attached)

11.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

12.

To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity

13.

To note the next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 8 December 2009 at
7.30pm at Cotebrook Village Hall

14.

Any other business

th

th

E. Beech – Clerk - 04/11/09

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL on
th
TUESDAY 10 NOVEMBER 2009 at 7.30pm
Present:

Cllrs. G. Stewart (Chairman)
R. Barnes, T. Boyle, A. Dahill, G. Hope-Terry, M. Stewart, B. Walters and
K. Platt (from 09.11.05)

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk
Cllr. J. Grimshaw (Cheshire West and Chester Council)
K. Bowers – resident
K. Platt – resident (to 09.11.04)

The meeting commenced with an allocated session during which members of the public have the
opportunity to raise any matter in relation to village and community matters session prior to the meeting.
Mr. Bowers raised the matter of Cheshire West and Chester Council’s consultation on its spatial strategy
and enquired as to the Parish Council’s position. In noting the Parish Council has been advised that the
key document, the Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Local Development Framework Core Strategy,
th
is published for consultation from 11 November to mid-January 2010, the Chairman confirmed that the
Parish Council will give this consideration at its next meeting.
09.11.01
Apologies for Absence
Resolved:
that the apology for absence received from Cllr. P. Copland be agreed and those from Cllrs.
Needham and Roberts (Cheshire West and Chester Council) be noted.
09.11.02
Resolved:
record.

Minutes
th
that the minutes of the meeting held on 13 October 2009 be agreed and signed as a correct

09.11.03
Planning
a)
considered the following planning applications:
9 Rowlands View, John Street, Utkinton – demolition of outbuilding and single storey extension and
ramped access
Little Garth, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – amendment to previous application, to increase dormer size
Resolved:
that no objections be submitted to either application.
b)

noted the decisions made by Cheshire West and Chester on the following applications
Little Garth, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – amendment to previous application to add pitched roof to
existing conservatory and a new terraced area – permitted
Rose Tree Cottage, Fishers Green – single storey extension - permitted

09.11.04
Matters arising from the minutes
PC Gigg – Community Action Meetings
No further information received. Clerk to chase up.
09.11.05
Co-option to the Council
Considered an application received from Mrs. Karen Platt for co-option to the Council.
Mrs. Platt left the meeting for the duration of the discussion and decision on this item.
Resolved:
that Mrs. K. Platt be co-opted to the Council with immediate effect and her signed
acceptance of office be received.
09.11.06
Development of the Parish Plan
Mike Wilson, Chairman of Rushton Parish Plan Group was welcomed to the meeting. Mr. Wilson shared the
experience of the development, process and delivery of the Rushton Plan, referring to its success, to how it has
promoted the village and to how it has engaged more of the community in village matters and events. He
ended with an offer to return to a future meeting if Utkinton decided to go ahead with its Plan. The Chairman
thanked Mr. Wilson for his helpful input.
Resolved:
that the development of a Parish Plan be progressed at the January meeting.
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09.11.07
Highways
Reference to the following to be reported to Highways:
poor surface and potholes on Ridge Hill
although some remedial work has been carried out on Heaths Lane there remains ruts on either
side of the road which present as a hazard for cyclists and motorcyclists
deep ruts remain at the roadside edges adjacent to Monarchy Hall Farm and the grid/gully near its
junction with Heaths Lane is blocked
the promised work on the Northgate Steps has not been completed
the hedge to the left of Quarry Lane from its junction with John Street needs cutting back as the
pavement is used as a walking route to school by families
Oulton Mill Lane:
Resolved:
that requests for the following for Oulton Mill Lane be submitted to Highways and to
SPpowersystems, respectively:
additional street lighting provision to remove any unlit areas from the junction with Woodlands
Close to Poolhead
overhead electricity cabling be put underground for the area from 13 Oulton Mill Lane along the
rest of the Lane towards Rushton as its close to trees and hedging
09.11.08
Cheshire West and Chester Council
th
Noted the next Gowy and Eddisbury Community Forum is to be held on 24 November at Kelsall.
Completed the Town and Parish Council consultation questionnaire on Highways maintenance.
th
Noted details of consultations due to commence from 11 November, as listed under correspondence.
Cllr. Grimshaw advised that each Cheshire West and Chester Councillor has a budget of £5k for
community groups to apply for, a Rural Budget of £200k has been agreed and details will follow, and the
Boundary Committee’s draft recommendations are now published which contains the proposal that the
Eddisbury Ward include Kelsall but not Cuddington.
09.11.09
The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections
Resolved:
that
a)
Cllrs. G. Stewart and Walters’ respective reports on the recent inspections of Quarry Wood and the
Cotebrook Greens be received
b)
concern that a permanent repair to the fence damaged by the fallen tree at Green 2 has still not
been carried out, be conveyed to Denton Clark
c)
invoices for grass cutting, etc of the Cotebrook Greens for this year be pursued.
09.11.10
Financial Matters
Resolved:
that
a)
the following net payments be made:
E. Beech
salary, inc. the 2009 pay settlement and arrears due
£182.33
Royal British Legion
donation for poppy wreath
£ 25.00
nd
b)
the 2 quarter report by the Internal Auditor be received and that there are no areas of concern or
anomalies, be noted.
Budget Planning
Considered a first draft budget for 2010/11, taking into account the recommendations of the External
Auditor with regard to balances and the consequent agreed level of approx. £620.00
Resolved:
that a further draft of the budget for 2010/11 be considered at the next meeting
09.11.11
Resolved:
1

Correspondence
that the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed

Cheshire West
and Chester

13 Oct
20 Oct
25 Oct
29 Oct

Statement of Community Involvement – notice of adoption by
Council July and of location of final document
‘Partnerships West - Edition 9 – October 2009
Spatial Planning News – 1st edition
Notice of current consultations:
Priorities for transport in order to prepare the Local Transport
Plan 2011/2026
Core Strategy Issues and Options – Local Development
Framework

2

Noted
Noted
Noted
To be
considered at
December
meeting

2

Cheshire Assoc
of Local
Councils

14 Oct
28 Oct

3
4
5
6
7

Cheshire
Community
Action
Cheshire Police
Local Strategic
Partnership
Cheshire Co.
Playing Fields
Assoc.
Connexions

19 Oct
14 Oct

Draft Sustainable Community Strategy
(these 2 available from 11/11 – 13/01/10)
Study to identify potential Gypsy and Traveller sites and
Travelling Showperson sites and an invitation to identify
potential sites in Cheshire West and Chester (to 24/12/09)
nd
Agenda for AGM – 22 October – Middlewich Civic Hall
Details of final salary award for local council clerks applicable
st
from 1 April 2009
th
Notice of AGM – Thurs. 19 November – Arley Hall – 6.30pm

2 Nov

Policing priorities – opportunity to complete questionnaire on
priorities for 2010/2011
‘Have Your Say’ – September edition
th
Invitation to Network Conference – 20 Nov. – Ellesmere Port
Civic Hall
Copy of ‘The Playing Field’ – Autumn edition

6 Nov

Newsletter

27 Oct

Received
Cllr. HopeTerry’s report
Noted
Noted

Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted

09.11.12
Website / Publicity
Nothing to report.
09.11.13
Next Meeting
th
Resolved:
that the next meeting due to be held on Tuesday 8 December 2009 at Cotebrook Village Hall
commence at the earlier time of 7.00pm
09.11.14
Any Other Business
Quality Parish Status
Cllr. Walters reported that work is in hand to summarise the Council’s position with regards to meeting the
criteria, at the January meeting. .

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.45pm
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UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 8 DECEMBER 2009 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL at 7.00pm

AGENDA
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting,
the Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and / or seek clarification in
relation to relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (total time allocated – 15 minutes)
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 10 November 2009 for signature as a
correct record (attached)

3.

Planning matters
a)
to consider the following planning applications:
Quarry Bank Cottage, Quarry Bank, Utkinton – alterations, including two storey rear and single
storey side extension, front dormers, new detached garage and amended site access
Ridge Hill Farm, Ridge Hill, Utkinton – single storey extension

th

b)
to note the decision made by Cheshire West and Chester on the following applications
9 Rowlands View, John Street, Utkinton – demolition of outbuilding and single storey extension
and ramped access – permitted
Bumblebee Hall, Northgate, Utkinton – two storey extension to rear - permitted
4.

To consider matters arising on the minutes

5.

To consider submitting a nomination for a Partnership Governor, Tarporley High School
(‘desirable qualities’ attached)

6.

To consider any highways matters

7.

To receive / respond to matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council, including:
th
- feedback on the Gowy and Eddisbury Community Forum held on 24 November
- the Boundary Committee’s draft recommendations for electoral review (relevant extract
attached)
- the Local Development Framework Core Strategy Issues and Options (e-mail re agend
refers and summary attached)
- Local Council questionnaire on a review of its relationship with Parish and Town Councils

8.

To receive reports on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and
consider any subsequent action required

9.

Finance matters, to
agree accounts for payment (details attached with corres. summary)
nd
further consider the budget for 2010/11 (2 draft attached), including to consider
raising a levy to meet the reserves requirement

10.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

11.

To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity

12.

To note the next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 12 January 2010 at
7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall

13.

Any other business

th

E. Beech – Clerk - 01/12/09

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL
th
on TUESDAY 8 DECEMBER 2009 at 7.00pm
Present:

Cllrs. G. Stewart (Chairman)
R. Barnes, T. Boyle, P. Copland, A. Dahill, G. Hope-Terry, K. Platt, M. Stewart and
B. Walters

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk
Cllr. J. Grimshaw (Cheshire West and Chester Council)

The meeting commenced with an allocated session during which members of the public have the
opportunity to raise any matter in relation to village and community matters session prior to the meeting.
No members of the public were present.
The Chairman welcomed Cllr. Platt to her first full meeting.
09.12.01
Resolved:
noted.

Apologies for Absence
that the apology for absence received from Cllr. Needham (Cheshire West and Chester Council) be

09.12.02
Minutes
th
Resolved:
that the minutes of the meeting held on 10 November 2009 be agreed and signed as a
correct record.
09.12.03
Planning
a)
considered the following planning applications:
Quarry Bank Cottage, Quarry Bank, Utkinton – alterations, including two storey rear and single
storey side extension, front dormers, new detached garage and amended site access
Resolved:
that
i)
no objections be submitted, providing all materials used are in keeping with the existing
building and the character of a rural village, including a slate roof; and
ii)
the Council’s concerns that there will be significant issues during construction which need to
be addressed be noted as follows, and this be done via the planning permission conditions:
- the property is located on a bend in a narrow road and is near to a Primary School; the
road is well used by residents throughout the day and there is potential danger
- the usual numerous vehicles associated with such a development must not be
permitted to park on the road as it will become inaccessible to others so must be
required to park on the construction site;
- there will be traffic problems whilst deliveries are made to the site so smaller sized
vehicles should be required to make these deliveries; and
- vehicle activities throughout the construction will lead to road surface and edge
damage which must be made good
Ridge Hill Farm, Ridge Hill, Utkinton – single storey rear extension
Resolved:
that no objections be submitted
b)

noted the decisions made by Cheshire West and Chester on the following applications:
9 Rowlands View, John Street, Utkinton – demolition of outbuilding and single storey extension and
ramped access - permitted
Bumblebee Hall, Northgate, Utkinton – two storey extension to rear – permitted.
(Cllr. Platt declared a personal interest as the joint owner of this property)

09.12.04
Matters arising from the minutes
PC Gigg – Walk In Surgeries
Noted PC Gigg has made arrangements with the owner for surgeries to be held at Rose Farm Shop for
Utkinton and the Kitchen Shop is the likely venue for Cotebrook. Noted PC Gigg will attend the January
meeting to update.
Co-option to the Council
Received Cllr. Platt’s completed and signed Register of Interests pro-forma.
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09.12.05
Tarporley High School & Sixth Form College – Partnership Governor
Noted an invitation received from the School’s Governing Body to submit a nomination for a Partnership
Governor.
Resolved:
that Cllr. Boyle be nominated for a Partnership Governor position.
09.12.06
Highways
Arising from the last meeting regarding Cheshire West and Chester Council Highways work noted:
- still no further action on the Northgate Steps
- work will be undertaken on Ridge Hill, Heaths Lane and Tirley Lane, as reported
- the hedge on Quarry Bank has been cut
- there is no budget for additional street lighting in Oulton Mill Lane but the request will be kept
on file
The following to be reported to Highways:
flood in John Street near its junction with Quarry Bank and pothole by grid (flood had been reported
twice to United Utilities
street lights on A49 at Foxbank are out
on Wood Lane, near where the cattle cross floods and needs grid and drain
concern about
cars parking on bend outside the School on Quarry Bank
regular occurrences of speeding along John Street between 10.30am and 2.00am
09.12.07
Cheshire West and Chester Council
a)
Local Development Framework – consultation:
th
The Chair reported on his attendance at the Gowy and Eddisbury Community Forum held on 24
November at Kelsall, which mainly covered the Local Development Framework consultation underway.
Agreed the Council should comment on the current LDF document, particularly on key areas such as
Housing; Climate Change and Energy Supply; Water; Biodiversity, Landscape and Open Space;
Minerals; and Waste. Arrangements for circulation of hard copies of the document were made.
th
Resolved:
that an additional meeting be arranged for Tuesday 5 January at 7pm (venue to be
arranged) to determine the Council response to the LDF (Core Strategy Issues & Options)
b)
Considered the Boundary Committee’s draft recommendations for electoral review.
Noted the recommendation to retain an Eddisbury ward of three members but with a different boundary to
the current one, and the invitation to submit evidenced alternatives.
Resolved:
that in noting the earlier decision to support a continued three-member ward and the
th
various options outlined in the Boundary Committee’s report, the matter be further considered at the 12
January meeting.
09.12.08
The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections
Resolved:
that
a)
Cllrs. G. Stewart and Walters’ respective reports on the recent inspections of Quarry Wood and the
Cotebrook Greens be received
b)
a more substantial repair to the fence damaged by the fallen tree at Green 2 has now been carried
out, be noted
c)
an invoice for grass cutting, etc of the Cotebrook Greens and the area by the phone box for this
year has been received.
09.12.09
Financial Matters
a)
Payments:
Resolved:
that the following net payments be made:
E. Beech
salary
E. Beech
travelling expenses (Sep-Nov) & postages (Jun-Nov)
rd
HM Revenue and Customs
PAYE 3 quarter
Cheshire Assoc. of Local Cls. part cost of place on Audit seminar for Clerk (25 Nov)
Mrs. K. Dahill
bulbs, plants and compost for The Shrine
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£ 66.17
£ 46.35
£ 29.40
£ 15.00
£ 34.08

b)
Budget Planning:
Considered the second draft budget for 2010/11, taking into account the recommendations of the External
Auditor with regard to the Council not having sufficient balances. Having calculated a reasonable level of
balances, Cllr. Hope-Terry submitted a proposal that a sum of £700 is raised through the precept as a
one-off levy for 2010/11 and the underlying precept not be increased in 2010/11.
Resolved:
that the proposal be supported in principle and its details and reasons be finalised and
th
recorded in the minutes of the meeting of 12 January; and the final budget for 2010/11 be confirmed at
that time.
09.12.10
Resolved:
1

Correspondence
that the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed

Cheshire West
and Chester
Council

13 Nov
11 Nov

11 Nov

‘Partnerships West - Edition 10 – November 2009
Notice of current consultations:
Priorities for transport in order to prepare the Local
Transport Plan 2011/2026
Core Strategy Issues and Options – Local Development
Framework & Draft Sustainable Community Strategy
(these 2 available from 11/11 – 13/01/10)
Invitation to comment on the criteria for shortlisting sites
for gypsy, traveller and travelling showpersons and an
opportunity to submit any possible suitable sites – by
24/12/09
Notice of establishment of a Rural Support Fund and
information on criteria for application
Information on Members budgets and criteria
Details of winter maintenance service
WEEE (Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment)
campaign - for noticeboards
rd
Agenda for Vale Royal Area Meeting – 3 December –
Wyvern House, Winsford
Electoral Review - draft proposals for comment for
Cheshire West and Chester electoral boundaries
Re Trust Homechoice – allocation process for vacant
properties – request to advertise weekly information on
noticeboards
November edition

18 Nov

Walks programme Jan – June 2010

Noted

26 Nov

Annual Report 2008/09

Noted

12 Nov
17 Nov
16 Nov
24 Nov
2
3
4
5
6
7

Cheshire Assoc
of Local Councils
The Boundary
Committee
Weaver Vale
Housing Trust
Clerks and
Councils Direct
The MidCheshire
Footpath Society
Cheshire
Community
Action

24 Nov

26 Nov

Noted

Submit
comments

Agreed
publicise both
Noted
On n-boards
Noted
Next meeting

On n-boards
Noted

09.12.11
Website / Publicity
Pleasing to report 60 persons have registered for access to the website.
09.12.12
Next Meeting
Resolved:
that
th
a)
an additional meeting be held on Tuesday 5 January 2010 at 7pm (venue to be notified) for the purpose
of considering the Council’s response to the Local Development Framework consultation document
th
b)
the next regular meeting is to be held on Tuesday 12 January 2010 at Utkinton Village Hall at 7.30pm
09.12.13
None.

Any Other Business

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40pm
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UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 5 JANUARY 2010 at 7.00pm at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL

AGENDA
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declarations of interest

2.

To determine a response to Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Local
Development Framework (Core Strategy – Issues and Options)

E. Beech
Clerk
28/12/09

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 12 JANUARY 2010 at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm

AGENDA
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting,
the Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and / or seek clarification in
relation to relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (total time allocated – 15 minutes)
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 8 December 2009 for signature as a
correct record (attached)

3.

To record the cancellation of the special meeting arranged for Tuesday 5 January 2010

4.

Planning matters
To note the decision made by Cheshire West and Chester on the following applications:
Little Garth, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – increase of size of dormer to rear elevation - permitted
Quarry Bank Cottage, Quarry Bank, Utkinton – alterations, including two storey rear and single
storey side extension, front dormers, new detached garage and amended site access - permitted

5.

To consider matters arising on the minutes

6.

To further consider a response to the Boundary Committee’s draft recommendations for
the electoral review of Cheshire West and Chester Council (extract from Boundary
Committee’s recommendations for Eddisbury Ward and an alternative proposal under
consideration by Cheshire West and Chester Council attached)

7.

To consider any highways matters

8.

To receive / respond to matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council, including:
- response to the draft Local Development Framework (Core Strategy – Issues and
Options)

9.

To receive a report from the working group on the Council’s current readiness to meet the
criteria to achieve Quality Status

10.

To agree next action regarding the development of a Parish Plan

11.

To receive reports on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and
consider any subsequent action required

12.

Finance matters, to
agree accounts for payment (details attached with corres. summary)
agree the budget and precept for 2010/11(draft final attached)

13.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

14.

To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity

15.

To note the next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 9 February 2010 at
7.30pm at Cotebrook Village Hall

16.

Any other business

th

th

th

E. Beech – Clerk - 06/01/10

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL on
th
TUESDAY 12 JANUARY 2010 at 7.30pm
Present:

Cllrs. G. Stewart (Chairman)
R. Barnes, A. Dahill, G. Hope-Terry, K. Platt, M. Stewart and B. Walters

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk
PC G. Gigg – Cheshire Police

The meeting commenced with an allocated session during which members of the public have the
opportunity to raise any matter in relation to village and community matters session prior to the meeting.
No members of the public were present.
PC Gigg gave an update on local police issues, including recent incidents of theft, his checking speeding on
John Street but no offences committed and local charities collections in the area.
He also detailed arrangements for drop-in sessions for members of the community to be held as follows:
rd
th
Alpha Kitchen Shop, Cotebrook - Wednesday 3 February at 10.00am and Thursday 4 February at 3.30pm
rd
th
Rose Farm Shop Café, Utkinton - Wednesday 3 February at 11.15am and Thursday 4 February at 2.00pm
10.01.01
Apologies for Absence
Resolved:
that the apologies for absence received from Cllrs. Boyle and Copland be agreed and those from
Cllrs. Grimshaw and Needham (Cheshire West and Chester Council) be noted.
10.01.02
Minutes
th
Resolved:
that the minutes of the meeting held on 8 December 2009 be agreed and signed as a
correct record.
10.01.03
Cancellation of Meeting
th
Resolved:
that the cancellation of the special meeting arranged for Tuesday 5 January 2010 due to
adverse weather conditions be recorded.
10.01.04
Planning
a)
noted the decisions made by Cheshire West and Chester on the following applications:
Little Garth, Tirley Lane, Utkinton – increase of size of dormer to rear elevation - permitted
Quarry Bank Cottage, Quarry Bank, Utkinton – alterations, including two storey rear and single
storey side extension, front dormers, new detached garage and amended site access - permitted
b)
noted receipt, for comment, of a planning application for a two storey agricultural worker’s dwelling
at Wood Lane Farm, Wood Lane, Utkinton
th
Resolved:
that a special meeting of the Council be arranged for Tuesday 26 January 2010 at 7pm at
Utkinton Village Hall; the agenda to include consideration of this application.
c)
noted receipt of an invitation from ChART (Cheshire Against Rural Turbines) to a meeting at Oulton
th
Park on 28 January at 7.30pm regarding proposed wind turbines at Rushton. The Chairman will
attend.
10.01.05
None.

Matters arising from the minutes

10.01.06
Electoral Review of Cheshire West and Chester
Further considered the Boundary Committee’s draft recommendations and noted options including the
most recent proposal being considered by Cheshire West and Chester Council.
Resolved:
that the following representations relating to Eddisbury (paras. 116-124 of the Boundary
Committee’s recommendations) be submitted to the Boundary Committee:
The Council notes that there are a number of options for this large rural area but that the main factor must
be an identifiable community; one that is identifiable to the community.
Eddisbury contains a number of small rural villages with broadly similar needs and these have an
identifiable link to Tarporley in particular with its retail, business and secondary school facilities which are
accessible. Utkinton Parish Council considers that these villages should be combined to create a 2member ward. This would enable elected members to represent an identifiable community and for the
various communities to be best served.
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The Council’s proposal is therefore a 2-member ward for Beeston, Cotebrook, Clotton Hoofield, Darnhall,
Delamere, Iddinshall, Little Budworth, Oakmere, Rushton, Tarporley, Tilstone Fearnall, Tiverton and
Utkinton. This gives a total of 6125 electors in 2008 and a projected total of 6200 in 2013.
The Council acknowledges its proposal results in Cuddington and Sandiway not being in its proposed
ward but views that they are large villages with no obvious community or location links to the rest of the
proposed ward and could become a single member ward.
10.01.07
Highways
Arising from the last meeting regarding Cheshire West and Chester Council Highways work noted that required
work has been undertaken but the outstanding matter of lying water near the bottom of the steps is in hand.
Also, that the request for a grit bin to be located in the area of John Street, Northgate, North Brook Road has
been re-submitted, meanwhile the area has been gritted. The suggestion of a scheme to include the farming
community being supplied with and being responsible for spreading grit when conditions are severe.
Resolved:
that
a)
the Highways Service be praised for its response to the recent difficult weather conditions with the result
that all major and a significant number of minor roads were gritted regularly
b)
the following be reported:
Tirley Lane, near Little Garth and West View – 3 potholes
Tirley Lane, stretch of road from the barn near Grove House towards Primrose Hill is deteriorating
significantly, resulting in large gaps appearing
Quarry Bank – water running from fields beyond the Primary School resulting in formation of ice
and consequent danger to road users
10.01.08
Cheshire West and Chester Council
Local Development Framework – consultation:
th
Noted that as the additional meeting arranged for 5 January had been postponed there is not time to
consider in detail and submit comments on the Core Strategy Issues & Options document as the final
th
date given is 13 January.
10.01.09
Quality Parish Council Status
Cllr. Walters gave a verbal report on the Council’s position regarding meeting the criteria for achieving
Quality Status. Noted a number are being met but others would have a longer timescale, including the
need to have two thirds of seats filled by elected members rather than co-opted members and a qualified
clerk.
Resolved:
that the working group progress working towards achieving Quality status
10.01.10
Parish Plan
Considered how to progress this and its importance in relation to Quality Status.
Resolved:
that Cllr. Boyle be asked to ‘champion’ this development, supported by Cllrs, Dahill and
Platt
10.01.11
The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections
Resolved:
that Cllrs. G. Stewart and Walters’ respective reports on the recent inspections of Quarry
Wood and the Cotebrook Greens be received.
10.01.12
Financial Matters
a)
Payments:
Resolved:
that the following net payments be made:
E. Beech
salary
£170.57
E. Beech
telephone calls (14/9-13/12) & Broadband (Oct-Dec)
£ 13.94
D. Wright
grass cutting - Cotebrook Greens and area nr. tel. box (Apr-Sep) £260.00
b)
Budget Planning:
Further considered the budget for 2010/11, noting the projected outturn for 2009/10 is expected to result
in a carry forward which will contribute to the £700 needed for balances.
The Council is proud of its record of maintaining its annual precept at one of the lowest levels in West
Cheshire with a Band D property paying less than £13 this year for the services it provides. However, the
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Council’s External Auditor has strongly recommended that a minimum level of reserves to cover its
basic liabilities should be held in the event of unplanned or unforeseen financial difficulties in the future.
The Council calculates that an additional £700 is needed to meet that recommendation and considers
that it would be failing in its fiscal duty if it did not address this issue.
Resolved:
that
a)
the sum of £700 will be raised through a combination of the Council’s projected carry forward for
2009/10 and a one-off levy on the precept in 2010/11 of £500, which will equate to an extra £1.25
on each Band D property, for that year only (the full range will be from £0.83 for Band A properties
through to £2.50 for Band H);
b)
to compensate for this larger than normal increase, and in recognition of the difficulties that the
current economic climate may be causing, the Council’s total operational expenditure for 2010/11
will be cash limited at the 2009/10 level and therefore the underlying precept will not increase and
in 2011/12 the extra charge will come off, and the precept will be reviewed in the normal way;
c)
the 2010/11 budget therefore be agreed.
10.01.13
Resolved:
1

Correspondence
that the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed

Cheshire West
and Chester
Council

9 Dec
18 Dec
22 Dec

2

Local Strategic
Partnership

3

Cheshire Police
Authority

4

Vale Royal BC

11 Jan
8 Jan

9 Dec
12 Dec
12 Feb

Funding Contribution to Play Areas project – application
details
Review of Funding and Contractual Arrangements – next
steps and timetable
‘Partnerships West’ - Edition 11 – December 2009 – includes
notice of the Chairman’s election to the Winsford and Rural
East Area Partnership Board
Question Time for Executive
Launch of the new independent website for West Cheshire
Together, the partnerships framework (incorporating the Local
Strategic Partnership) for the Cheshire West and Chester area
Website can be accessed at
www.westcheshiretogether.org.uk
Dates for next ‘Have Your Say’ meetings – 19 Jan at
Northwich & 26 Jan at Chester
Agendas for the above
Statement of Accounts 2008/09

Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted

Noted
Noted
Noted

10.01.14
Website / Publicity
Noted details of the Police Drop-In sessions organised by P C Gigg would be advertised via the website,
noticeboards and shop windows.
10.01.15
Next Meeting
Resolved:
that
th
a)
an additional meeting be held on Tuesday 26 January 2010 at 7pm at Utkinton Village Hall (see
10.01.04 above)
th
b)
the next regular meeting be held on Tuesday 9 February 2010 at Cotebrook Village Hall at 7.30pm
10.01.16
Any Other Business
Congratulations to Cllr. G. Stewart were recorded on his appointment as the Local Councils’
representative on the Winsford and Rural East Partnership Board.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.55pm
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UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 26 JANUARY 2010 at 7.00pm at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL

AGENDA
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declarations of interest

2.

To consider the following planning application received for comment:
Wood Lane Farm, Wood Lane, Utkinton – two storey farm worker’s dwelling

3.

E. Beech
Clerk
20/01/10

To determine a response to Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Local
Development Framework (Core Strategy – Issues and Options)

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL on
th
TUESDAY 26 JANUARY 2010 at 7.00pm
Present:

Cllrs. G. Stewart (Chairman)
R. Barnes, T. Boyle, G. Hope-Terry, K. Platt, M. Stewart and B. Walters

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk
Mr and Mrs R. Johnson – residents (applicants re planning application)

10.01.17
Apologies for Absence
Resolved:
that the apologies for absence received from Cllrs. Copland and Dahill be agreed and those from
Cllrs. Needham and Roberts (Cheshire West and Chester Council) be noted.
10.01.18
Planning Application
Noted application papers received for comment on the following planning application:
Wood Lane Farm, Wood Lane, Utkinton – two storey farm worker’s dwelling
At the invitation of the Chairman Mr and Mrs Johnson gave the background to their current application
and responded to questions from the Council.
The Council then considered various matters relating to the application and after discussion it was,
Resolved:
that no objections to the application be submitted.
10.01.19
Local Development Framework – Cheshire West and Chester Council
Considered the Core Strategy – Issues and Options document issued by Cheshire West and Chester
Council for consultation.
Resolved:
that comments on a number of the issues and options agreed be sent to Cheshire West
and Chester Council.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.50pm

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 9 FEBRUARY 2010 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm

AGENDA
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting,
the Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and / or seek clarification in
relation to relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (total time allocated – 15 minutes)
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meetings held on 12 and 26 January 2010 for signature as a
correct record (attached)

3.

Planning matters
To note the decision made by Cheshire West and Chester on the following application:
Ridge Hill Farm, Ridge Hill, Utkinton – single storey rear extension - permitted

4.

To consider matters arising on the minutes

5.

To consider any highways matters

6.

To receive / respond to matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council, including:
th
- next Gowy and Eddisbury Community Forum at Tarporley on Thurs. 11 March at 7pm
th
- External Funding Event at Winsford Lifestyle Centre on Wed. 24 March at 10am

7.

To consider progress on Quality Status and the development of a Parish Plan

8.

To receive reports on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and
consider any subsequent action required

9.

Finance matters, to
rd
receive the 3 quarter financial statement (attached)
rd
receive the 3 quarter report of the Internal Auditor
agree accounts for payment (details attached with corres. summary)
agree donations

10.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

11.

To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity

12.

To set the date of the Annual Parish Meeting

13.

To note the next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 9 March 2010 at 7.30pm
at Utkinton Village Hall

14.

Any other business

th

th

th

E. Beech – Clerk - 03/02/10

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL
th
on TUESDAY 9 FEBRUARY 2010 at 7.30pm
Present:

Cllrs. G. Stewart (Chairman)
R. Barnes, T. Boyle, P. Copland, G. Hope-Terry, K. Platt and M. Stewart

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk
Cllrs. B. Roberts, A. Needham – Cheshire West and Chester Council
PC G. Gigg – Cheshire Police

The meeting commenced with an allocated session during which members of the public have the
opportunity to raise any matter in relation to village and community matters session prior to the meeting.
No members of the public were present.
PC Gigg gave an update on local police issues, including on the trailer thefts and that there have been no
other recent incidents of note. Unfortunately no-one attended the surgeries but the venues were ideal and
they’ll be run again in April/May. Meanwhile he’ll be present on an occasion when the mobile library calls to
speak to residents. Noted Police exhibition vehicle can be considered for attendance at local events.
10.02.01
Apologies for Absence
Resolved:
that the apologies for absence received from Cllr. Dahill be agreed and those from Cllr. Grimshaw
(Cheshire West and Chester Council) be noted.
10.02.02
Resignation
Resolved:
that Cllr. B. Walters resignation be received with regret and the Council’s best wishes and
thanks be recorded.
10.02.03
Minutes
th
th
Resolved:
that the minutes of the meeting held on 12 and 26 January 2010 be agreed and signed as
a correct record.
10.02.04
Planning
a)
noted the decisions made by Cheshire West and Chester on the following application:
Ridge Hill Farm, Ridge Hill, Utkinton – single storey rear extension - permitted
b)
noted Cllr. Needham’s comments on the planning application for a two storey agricultural worker’s
dwelling at Wood Lane Farm, Wood Lane, Utkinton
c)
noted Cllrs. G. Stewart and Barnes' report back on the ChART (Cheshire Against Rural Turbines)
th
well-attended meeting at Oulton Park on 28 January regarding proposed wind turbines at
Rushton. Noted the excellent presentation made to the meeting by ChART.
10.02.05
Matters arising from the minutes
Electoral Review of Cheshire West and Chester
Noted receipt of the representations by the Boundary Committee and that Cheshire West and Chester
has adopted the same proposal for submission.
10.02.06
Highways
Resolved:
that the following be reported:
Tirley Lane – 2 potholes near Stone Cottage
Utkinton Hall area – potholes and poor road surface
10.02.07
Cheshire West and Chester Council
Resolved:
that
th
a)
details of the External Funding Event to be held at Winsford Lifestyle Centre on 24 March at 10am
be provided to the Village Halls committees so they may consider being represented
b)
if able to, members attend the next Gowy and Eddisbury Community Forum to be held at The
th
British Legion, Tarporley on 11 March at 7pm
10.02.08
Resolved:
follows:

Quality Parish Council and Parish Plan
that each appointed working group progress relevant work needed and report back as
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-

Quality Parish Council status – at the May meeting
Development of a Parish Plan – at the June meeting

10.02.09
The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections
Resolved:
that
a)
Cllr. G. Stewart’s report on the recent inspection of Quarry Wood be received
b)
Cllr. Barnes be appointed to carry out the inspections and complete the relevant pro-forma for the
Cotebrook Greens
10.02.10
Financial Matters
Resolved:
that
rd
a)
the 3 quarter financial statement be received
rd
b)
the 3 quarter report of the Internal Auditor be received and that there are no areas of concern or
anomalies, be noted
c)
the following net payments be made:
E. Beech
salary
£170.57
E. Beech
refund of travel costs to VAT seminar - Manchester – shared
£ 6.34
Linnet Book-keeping
internal audit – Jul – Dec 2009
£ 12.00
d)
donations of £150 each be made to Cotebrook Village Hall and Utkinton Village Hall towards the
upkeep of the premises and to St. Helens PCC towards the upkeep of Cotebrook Churchyard
Cllrs. Boyle, Copland and G. Stewart declared a personal interest in item d) above as members of the
organisations referred to.
10.02.11
Resolved:

Correspondence
that the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed

1

Cheshire West and
Chester Council

18 Jan
29 Jan

2

Cheshire Fire and
Rescue Service
Cheshire
Community Action

15 Jan

Cheshire
Association of
Local Councils
Clerks & Councils
Direct

18 Jan

3
4
5

25 Jan

20 Jan

‘Partnerships West’ - Edition 12 – Jan. 2010
Further update on Event with Local Councils held on
th
14 October 2009
Copy of draft Corporate Plan and Integrated Risk

Noted

Community Pride Competition 2010 - opportunity to
submit an entry for this and other Awards – closing
th
th
date 12 March / 14 April
Nomination form for Buckingham Palace Garden
nd
Party 22 June
Newsletter – January 2010
January edition and 2010 Guidebook

Decision
next
meeting
Nomination
declined
Noted
Noted

Noted
Noted

10.02.12
Website / Publicity
Noted more general information being publicised on the website. Annual Parish Meeting to be publicised.
10.02.13
Resolved:

Next Meeting
th
that the next meeting be held on Tuesday 9 March 2010 at Utkinton Village Hall at 7.30pm

10.02.14
Any Other Business
Noted receipt of a signed contract from BT relating to the Council’s adoption of the telephone box at
Cotebrook. The payphone equipment is to be removed and a completion notice and information pack on
the phone box (K6 model) will be sent.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.25pm
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UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 9 MARCH 2010 at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm

AGENDA
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting,
the Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and / or seek clarification in
relation to relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (total time allocated – 15 minutes)
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 9 February 2010 for signature as a
correct record (attached)

3.

Planning matters
None.

4.

To consider matters arising on the minutes

5.

To note the outcome of the ‘Notice of Vacancy’ for the Council

6.

To consider any highways matters

7.

To receive / respond to matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council, including:
th
- note Gowy and Eddisbury Community Forum - Tarporley British Legion - 11 March - 7pm
th
- Open Spaces Assessment and Audit – drop-in session Friday 12 March – 10am-4pm

8.

To receive reports on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and
consider any subsequent action required

9.

To note the transfer of ownership to the Council of the Cotebrook ‘K6’ telephone kiosk

10.

Finance matters, to
agree accounts for payment (details attached with corres. summary)

11.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary attached)

12.

To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity

13.

To note the next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 13 April 2010 at 7.30pm
at Cotebrook Village Hall – this meeting will be preceded by the Annual Parish Meeting at
7.00pm.

14.

Any other business

th

th

E. Beech – Clerk - 03/03/10

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL on
th
TUESDAY 9 MARCH 2010 at 7.30pm
Present:

Cllrs. G. Stewart (Chairman)
R. Barnes, T. Boyle, G. Hope-Terry, K. Platt and M. Stewart

In Attendance:

E. Beech – Clerk
Cllrs. J. Grimshaw – Cheshire West and Chester Council

The meeting commenced with an allocated session during which members of the public have the
opportunity to raise any matter in relation to village and community matters session prior to the meeting.
No members of the public were present.
10.03.01
Apologies for Absence
Resolved:
that the apologies for absence received from Cllrs. Dahill and Copland be agreed and those from
Cllr. Needham (Cheshire West and Chester Council) and PC Gigg (Cheshire Police) be noted.
10.03.02
Resolved:
record.

Minutes
th
that the minutes of the meeting held on 9 February 2010 be agreed and signed as a correct

10.03.03
Planning
There were no planning matters to consider.
10.03.04
Matters arising from the minutes
Police Issues
An update received from PC Gigg on local police issues, including data on recent incidents, was noted.
Quality Parish Council Status
Cllrs. M. Stewart and Boyle reported on their attendance at a recent Quality Parish Councils’ meeting at
which a very helpful presentation was given by Antrobus Parish Council on achieving Quality Status and
its positive impact on the parish.
Community Pride Competition 2010
Noted timescale for submitting entry and agreed to work towards entering the 2011 competition.
10.03.05
Vacancy
Noted the ‘Notice of Vacancy’ had been posted but no request for an election has been received so the
Parish Council may co-opt.
Resolved:
that notices be placed on the notice boards and other areas inviting persons to submit
applications for co-option.
10.03.06
Highways
Noted recently reported slurry running onto road in Smithy Lane near junction with Utkinton Lane; a notice
is to be served on the owner to clear up and prevent in the future.
Noted another traffic accident on A49 at Cotebrook; car traveling from north left the road by the works
yard near bottom of Foxbank.
Resolved:
that
a)
the following be reported:
litter along the stretch of John Street towards Willington Hall
damaged grassed area outside 10/12 Rowlands View
litter lying in the pull-in alongside the pond on High Billinge
b)
once again, a flashing speed warning light be requested to be installed at the top of Foxbank to
encourage drivers traveling from the northerly direction to slow down
10.03.07
Noted:

Cheshire West and Chester Council
-

the reminder regarding the next Gowy and Eddisbury Community Forum to be held at the
th
British Legion, Tarporley on 11 March at 7pm
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th

-

a drop-in session is arranged at Chester on 12 March as part of the assessment and audit
of Open Spaces in the Borough
- the Scrutiny Panel is to review the role and work of the Area Partnership Boards
- Cllr. Hope-Terry’s report on the Vale Royal Area Meeting (Cheshire Assoc. of Local
Councils), with particular reference to the Open Spaces audit, Councillors’ training and
developments regarding the Service Delivery Project
Resolved:
that
a)
Cheshire West and Chester Council be encouraged to hold a drop-in session for the Open Spaces
assessment and audit in the southern part of the Borough
b)
the Parish Council’s interest in the local delivery of services be reiterated but this is subject to its
concerns regarding funding, local resources and economy of scale being addressed
10.03.08
The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens Inspections
Resolved:
that Cllr. G. Stewart’s and Cllr. Barnes’ respective reports on the recent inspections of
Quarry Wood and the Cotebrook Greens be received
10.03.09
Telephone Kiosk – Cotebrook
th
Noted correspondence received confirming that the kiosk has, with effect from 5 March 2010, transferred
to the legal ownership of the Parish Council. A notice to that effect has been posted in the kiosk and an
information pack on its maintenance has been received
Resolved:
that
a)
the kiosk be added to the Council’s insurance specification and asset register
b)
Cllr. Barnes’ offer to clean the kiosk be received with thanks
c)
further consideration be given to its future use
10.03.10
Financial Matters
Resolved:
that the following net payments be made:
E. Beech
salary
E. Beech
travel (Dec-Feb) and postages (Jan-Feb)
Post Office Ltd. (HMRC) PAYE final quarter
10.03.11
Resolved:

Correspondence
that the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed

1 Cheshire West and
Chester Council

11 Feb

14 Feb
5 Mar
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

£ 68.37
£ 32.77
£102.20

Cheshire Police
Authority
Cheshire Rural
Touring Arts
Cheshire Assoc. of
Local Councils
Energy Saving
Trust
Bill Spiegelberg

8 Mar
27 Feb
15 Feb
25 Feb
6 Mar
17 Feb
18 Feb

David Foden
Mid Cheshire
Footpath Society

3 Mar
24 Feb

9 Clerks & Councils
Direct

6 Mar

Acknowledgement of Council’s response to the Local
Development Framework – Core Strategy – response
to comments will be included with the Preferred
Options Report due out in the summer
‘Partnerships West’ - Edition 13 – Feb. 2010
Notice of Overview and Scrutiny Committee meeting –
th
18 March at Tarvin
Benefits Advice publicity material
‘Have Your Say’ Newsletter and notice of next
th
meeting – 28 June at Wyvern House, Winsford
Programme for 2010
Training opportunities March, April and May
March newsletter
Invitation to join ‘Green Communities’ regarding
community energy saving projects
Thanks for donation towards the upkeep of Cotebrook
churchyard
Thanks for the donation to Cotebrook Village Hall
th
Notice and agenda of AGM Wed. 14 April at Kelsall
Subscription notice - £8 for 2010/11
March edition
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Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
For AGM
agenda
Noted

10.03.12
Website / Publicity
Noted Annual Parish Meeting, vacancy and information on entitlement to benefits to be publicised.
10.03.13
Next Meeting
th
Resolved:
that the next meeting be held on Tuesday 13 April 2010 at Cotebrook Village Hall at 7.30pm,
preceded by the Annual Parish Meeting commencing at 7.00pm.
10.03.14
Any Other Business
Cheshire West and Chester Council
Cllr. Grimshaw reported that he believed the decision on Wood Lane Farm was imminent.
Also, the Council will be transferred to it’s new HQ by May 2010.
Weaver Valley Partnership
Congratulated Cllr. Hope-Terry on his appointment as non- Executive Chairman of the Weaver Valley
Partnership.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.00pm
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