UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 12 APRIL 2011 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm

AGENDA
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting, the
Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and / or seek clarification in relation
to relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (Time allocated – 15 minutes)
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 8 March 2011 for signature as a
correct record (attached)

3.

To consider matters arising on the minutes
a)
Noticeboard at Rose Farm – update
b)
Repairs to the bus shelter in Utkinton – update
c)
Overhanging trees – legal situation
d)
Parish Plan – timing and format

4.

To note any recent decisions made by Cheshire West and Chester on planning applications
in the parish, and to consider any new applications received

5.

To consider any highways matters

6.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (attached)

7.

To receive a progress report from the Quality Status Working Group, including:
a) update on Clerk’s application for training as a Quality Clerk
b) to consider provision of

8.

To receive reports on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and consider
any subsequent action required, including possible replacement of seat, pruning and fence
repairs at The Quarry

9.

To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity

10.

Finance matters: to agree accounts for payment (attached)

11.

To consider arrangements for marking the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2011
a) provision of wreath
b) ‘Poppy Party’ - 10-12 June 2011

12.

To note that the next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 17 May 2011 at 7.30pm
at Utkinton Village Hall.

13.

Any other business

th

th

A. Sanders – Clerk – 04/04/2011

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL
th

on TUESDAY 12 APRIL 2011 at 7.00 pm
Present: Cllrs Cllr G Stewart (Chairman)
Cllrs T Boyle, G Hope-Terry, K Platt and M Stewart
In
attendance:

Cllr Andrew Needham (CW&C)
A Sanders – Clerk
The meeting commenced with an allocated session during which members of the
public have the opportunity to raise any matter in relation to village and community
matters session prior to the meeting. No members of the public attended. Cllrs John
Grimshaw and Barbara Roberts (CW&C) called in to say goodbye as they complete
their term of office.
ACTION

12.04.01

Apologies for absence

Resolved:

that the apologies for absence received from Cllrs R Barnes, P Copland and A Dahill
be noted.

12.04.02

Declarations of interest
No declarations of interest were made.

12.04.03

Minutes

Resolved:

that the minutes of the meeting held on 8th March 2011 be agreed and signed as a
correct record.

12.04.04

Matters arising from the minutes
Additional Noticeboard – Rose Farm (Minute 08.03.04)
Noted that Ernie will make the noticeboard, but cannot start yet as he is still unwell.

Chairman

Repairs to the bus shelter in Utkinton – update (Minute 08.03.04)
Noted that Cllr Dahill has undertaken to pursue this matter.

Cllr Dahill

Trees overhanging the highway (Minute 08.03.07(f))
The Clerk reported that the cutting back of trees and clearing of branches from the
highway is the responsibility of the person on whose land the tree is growing.
Parish Plan (Minute 08.03.14(b))
The Clerk reported that Parish Plans/Local Plans are still in use and are of value.
(Sometimes they include a Village Design Statement.) Cllr Needham reported that
Neighbourhood Plans are increasing replacing Parish Plans; they are broader in scope,
and done independently of Parish Councils. It was agreed to wait until more is known
about the impact of the Localism Bill and the Local Development Framework; to be
kept under review.
12.04.05

Cheshire West and Chester Council
Noted that eight candidates are standing for election as Parish Councillors. As there
are nine seats available, there will not need to be an election for the Parish Council this
time.

12.04.06

Planning
There were no planning matters to consider.

12.04.07

Highways
Councillors reported the following matters:
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Clerk

a)

Resolved:

A tree has fallen over in Wood Lane. Sand from inside the tree has fallen onto
the road; Clerk to report.

Clerk

b)

Water is springing up at the bottom of Heaths Lane.

Clerk

c)

The Clerk was asked to chase up the following matters already reported:
Heaths Lane; Quarry Bank; Tarporley Road (A49); Utkinton Lane; Wood Lane;
Quarry Lane; Primrose Hill.

Clerk

d)

Stone Cottage, Tirley Lane: Hardcore was placed opposite the cottage as a
temporary measure; an open construction base which can be seeded is now
needed.
that the Clerk write to Mr Lees accordingly.

12.04.08

Correspondence

Resolved:
a)
b)

that the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be
agreed.

Clerk

Cheshire West
and Chester
Council

21.03.11

Member Briefings Nos. 198-200

Noted

31.03.11

Partnerships Bulletin for Town & Parish Councils - March

Noted

31.03.11

CW&C Bulletin for Town & Parish Councils - March

Noted

ChALC

01.03.11

Renewable Energy & Planning Events: Parish Council workshop – Tue
10 May, Rudheath, 7.00-8.30pm; Roadshow –11 June, Ellesmere Port
Civic Hall, 10.00-2.00pm

07.03.11

CPRE Training event for Parish Councils on the Localism Bill and
Planning – Sat 4 June, Middlewich, 10am-3pm, £12.50

21.03.11
04.04.11

Vale Royal updates

Cheshire
Police

12.04.09

Resolved:

Cllr Platt to
attend
Chair and
Cllr Boyle to
attend

Noted

Quality Status Working Group
The Clerk reported that she has made enquiries about CiLCA training for Clerks for
Quality Councils. Some cost will be involved; a modest grant is available which partially
offsets this.
that the Clerk proceed with this training and confirm exact costs at the next Council
meeting.

12.04.10

The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens inspections

Resolved:

that Cllr G Stewart’s report on the recent inspection of Quarry Wood be received. No
report on the Cotebrook Greens was submitted by Cllr Barnes on this occasion.

Clerk

A bill was submitted by Mr Derek Green for work done at the Quarry and the Greens for
work done in March 2011 (see item 12.04.12 below).
12.04.11

Website / publicity
Noted that several organisations have put their details on the website; others have put
only a link to their own websites. Some of the entries are very well designed, whereas
others are more limited. Cllr M Stewart agreed to update the entry for Utkinton Village
Hall. Another compliment has been received about the Newsletter. .

12.04.12

Financial matters

Resolved:

that the following net payments be made:
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Cllr M
Stewart

Clerk

ChALC
Rubells
HMRC
D. Wright
A. Sanders

Attend Audit briefing session
Printing of Newsletter
st
Clerk’s tax and NI for 1 quarter 2011
Work at Quarry (tree) and Greens
Salary (now re-coded; no tax payable)

£ 5.00
£159.00
£113.20
£210.00
£162.71

Resolved:

that Cllr Hope-Terry be mandated as an additional signatory for the Council bank
accounts; Clerk to obtain form from bank.

Clerk

Resolved:

that a speaker be invited from the Audit Commission to address the Council in the
summer; Clerk to research possibility.

Clerk

12.04.13

Poppy Appeal
a)

The Clerk is to check the legal situation about the cost of the wreath.

b)

There are no plans to hold a ‘Poppy Party’ during 10-12 June 2011.

12.04.14

Date for Annual Parish Meeting, and the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council

Resolved:

that the Annual Parish Meeting be held on Tuesday 10 May 2011 at 7.00 pm at
Utkinton Village Hall. (This meeting, which is open to the public, includes reports of
activities from 2010-2011.)

Resolved:

that, since there will not be an election for the Parish Council and the names of the new
Councillors are known already, the date of the next Council meeting revert to Tuesday
th
10 May 2011 at Utkinton Village Hall, as proper notice of the meeting can be given.
This meeting, which will be the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, will include the
election of the Chairman and nominations to other posts. It will be held at 7.30 pm,
immediately following the Annual Parish Meeting.

12.04.15

Any other business

Clerk

th

The Clerk is to circulate a short briefing note concerning the meetings to be held in May.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.50 pm.
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Clerk

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY 10th MAY 2011 at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL at 7.45pm
or at the end of the Annual General Meeting (which commences at 7.30pm following the Annual
Parish Meeting), whichever is the sooner

AGENDA
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the
meeting, the Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and / or seek
clarification in relation to relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (total time allocated – 15 minutes)
1. To receive apologies for absence and declaration/s of interest
2. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 12 April 2011 for signature as a correct
record
3. To consider matters arising on the minutes
4. To consider any planning matters
5. To consider any highways matters
6. To receive/respond to matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council
7. To receive a progress report from working groups
8. Financial matters, to
-

receive the financial statement for 2010/11

-

note the annual independent internal audit report

-

receive and approve the accounting statements for the year ended 31 March 2011,
required for the Annual Return to the Audit Commission

-

approve the annual governance statement with respect to the accounting statements for the
year ended 31 March 2011, required for the Annual Return to the Audit Commission

-

agree accounts for payment

-

review risk assessments - financial and non-financial

-

review the insurance specification for 2011/12

-

review grounds maintenance contracts for 2011/12 for The Quarry and Cotebrook Greens

9. To consider correspondence received since the last meeting
10. To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity
th

11. To note the date of the next meeting at Utkinton Village Hall on 14 June 2011 at 7:30pm
12. Any other business

A Sanders
Clerk to the Council
th
28 April 2011

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL
th

on TUESDAY 10 MAY 2011 at 7.35 pm
Present: Cllrs Cllr G Stewart (Chairman)
Cllrs T Boyle, G Hope-Terry, A Needham, K Platt and M Stewart
In
attendance:
A Sanders – Clerk
The meeting commenced with an allocated session during which members of the
public have the opportunity to raise any matter in relation to village and community
matters session prior to the meeting. One member of the public attended, and
discussed some local concerns with Councillors.
ACTION
10.05.01

Apologies for absence

Resolved:

that the apologies for absence received from Cllrs P Copland and A Dahill be noted.

10.05.02

Declarations of interest
No declarations of interest were made.

10.05.03

Minutes

Resolved:

that the minutes of the meeting held on 12 April 2011 be agreed and signed as a
correct record, with one amendment viz. that ‘Mr Derek Green’ be changed to read
‘Mr Derek Wright’. (Minute 12.04.10)

10.05.04

Matters arising from the minutes

th

Additional Noticeboard – Rose Farm (Minute 12.04.04)
Noted that the Chairman will pursue this matter.
Repairs to the bus shelter in Utkinton – update (Minute 12.04.04)
The Clerk is to write to Cllr Dahill requesting a full costing and a report for the next
meeting.
10.05.05

Chairman
Clerk

Elections
a)

Cheshire West and Chester Council
Noted that the new Councillor for Tarporley Ward is Mrs Eveleigh Moore-Dutton.
This new ward includes Tarporley, Rushton, Utkinton and Little Budworth civil
parishes. Cllr Moore-Dutton will be invited to all future Parish Council meetings.

b)

Clerk

Utkinton Parish Council
Noted that there is one vacancy. Mr Roger Barnes, who was unable to stand for
re-election due to family circumstances, has indicated that he will soon be
available to act as a Councillor again if required.

Resolved:

that Mr Barnes be co-opted onto the Parish Council with his consent.

10.05.06

Planning
a)

Chair/Clerk

Noted the decision made by CWaC Council on the following application:
Spring Cottage, Quarry Bank (11/00272/FUL) – side and rear extensions –
permitted.

b)

Cllr Needham kindly offered to circulate material about rural housing from the
Rural Housing Strategy Consultation.
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Cllr
Needham

10.05.07

Highways
Councillors reported the following matters:
a)
b)

c)
d)

e)

The potholes at the bottom of Heaths Lane are now lethal and the road here
needs major resurfacing; Clerk to hasten.
At Tirley Lane, several householders have encroached onto the verges. It is
understood that, from the hedge bottom outwards, the road belongs to the unitary
Council. The verges are needed for pedestrians when traffic is using the road;
they also form visibility splays, necessary for highway safety. Wooden posts
driven into the verges may maintain this visibility, but should only be erected by
the Highways Department where the verges are not required for emergency
vehicle use. Similarly, privately-placed boulders may constitute a hazard to
vehicles and pedestrians, particularly at night. In some cases, the legal border of
the property has been moved outwards to include the verge. The Clerk is to raise
this issue with the Highways Department. .

Clerk

Stone Cottage, Tirley Lane: A letter has been sent to Mr Lees; the Chairman will
follow the matter up.

Chairman

The manhole near Cllr Boyle’s house on the A49, and the next one up, still need
repair. Tarmac placed on top has fallen into the hole, resulting in considerably
more traffic noise. Clerk to chase up.

Clerk

It was noted that repairs to Mill Lane, Cotebrook have been done very well, and
that the fallen tree in Wood Lane has been cleared. The broken drain and water
problems in Stable Lane are being attended to.

It was noted that North Brook steps is officially designated as a highway; this is causing
problems as satellite navigation systems direct traffic down what is an unsuitable route.
The Clerk is to check whether there is a warning sign at the top, and to report the
matter to the Highways Department.
10.05.08

Clerk

Clerk

Quality Status Working Group
a)

Noted that planning will start soon for the next Newsletter. It is intended that a
Newsletter be circulated three times a year, around February, July and
December. It was agreed to invite Cotebrook Church to contribute to the next
issue, and to mention Community Pride 2012. A volunteer Footpath Warden
could be sought. Sponsorship is to be considered to defray printing costs.

Cllrs Boyle &
M Stewart

b)

It was confirmed that the Clerk will start her ‘Quality Clerk’ portfolio; she was
asked to check whether there are any other outstanding items required for
accreditation as a Quality Council.

Clerk

10.05.09

The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens inspections

Resolved:

that Cllr G Stewart’s report on the recent inspections of Quarry Wood be received. Cllr
Boyle kindly agreed to inspect the Cotebrook Greens monthly on a temporary basis.

10.05.10

Financial matters

Resolved:

that
a)

the following net payments be made:

ChALC
Cheshire Community Action
Mid-Cheshire Footpath Soc’y
A Sanders
Aon Limited

Affiliation fee 2011-12
Membership Fee 2011-12
Subscription 2011-12
Salary
Local Council Insurance Renewal *

Clerk
£172.20
£ 20.00
£ 8.00
£162.71
£569.97

*subject to check by Cllr Hope-Terry and the Clerk that all items insured are correctly
valued and that none is omitted
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Cllr Boyle

Cllr HopeTerry, Clerk

b)

the following receipt be noted:

CW&C Council

Precept 2011-12

£4,850

The Clerk was asked to provide a breakdown of all ‘restricted’ funds being held for particular purposes. She was also tasked to invite the Internal Auditor to meet Councillors.
10.05.11

Clerk
Clerk

Correspondence

CW&C Council

26.04.11

Invitation to Rural Conference ‘Gearing up for change’: Thu 23 June, 9.303pm, Oulton Park

Cheshire
Police

26.04.11

Vale Royal update

Noted

Rural Services
Network

03.05.11

Weekly News Digest

Noted

10.05.12

Website / publicity
Noted that a few more subscribers are now registered. The Chairman thanked Cllr
Hope-Terry for all the work he does on maintaining the website. Cllr Hope-Terry was
asked to check that the phone number given for CW&C Highways Department is correct.
(The one in the ‘Householder’s Guide’ is the correct one.)

10.05.13

Next meeting

Resolved:

that the next meeting be held on Tuesday 14
7.30 pm.

10.05.14

Any other business

Resolved:

All invited
to attend

th

Cllr HopeTerry

June 2011 at Utkinton Village Hall at

a)

It was agreed to ask whether the Parish Council could be mentioned in the
Tarporley/ Eaton/Cotebrook monthly church magazine.

Clerk

b)

The Clerk was tasked to invite a speaker from Cheshire Community Action to
address the Council in September.

Clerk

c)

Cllr Needham is a member of the CW&C Public Rights of Way Committee, and
kindly undertook to monitor footpaths in the parish.

Cllr
Needham

d)

The Clerk was asked to pass on to PC Gigg complaints about ‘boy racers’ going
very fast down Big Field Lane late at night.

Clerk

e)

Concern was expressed about the War Memorial (Shrine). It was agreed it
should be kept in good order as it represents remembrance, it is parish property,
and it should not be a health and safety hazard. The Chairman undertook to
speak to Mrs Dahill about the flowers there.

Chairman

that the Clerk write to Cllr Dahill requesting a full report on the Shrine for the next
meeting, including proposals for repairs.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40 pm.
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Clerk

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 14 JUNE 2011 at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm

AGENDA
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting the
Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and/or seek clarification in relation to
relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (Time allocated – 15 minutes)
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declarations of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 10 May 2011 for signature as a correct record
(attached)

3.

To receive the draft minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Council held on 11 May
2010, for publication on the website (attached)

4.

To consider matters arising on the minutes
a)
Noticeboard at Rose Farm – update
b)
Repairs to the bus shelter in Utkinton – update
c)
Insurance cover – confirmation

5.

To report progress on filling the current Council vacancy by co-option

6.

To note any recent decisions made by Cheshire West and Chester on planning applications
in the parish, and to consider any new applications received

7.

To consider any highways matters

8.

To receive / respond to matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council

9.

To receive reports from events attended:
th
a) CPRE training event the Localism Bill and Planning - 4 June -Chair’s report back
th
b) Renewable Energy & Planning Roadshow -11 June - Cllr Platt’s report back

9.

To receive a progress report from the Quality Status Working Group, including:
a) update on Clerk’s application for training as a Quality Clerk
b) outstanding requirements for Quality Status
c) date of next Group meeting

10.

To receive reports on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and consider
any subsequent action required, including possible replacement of seat, pruning and fence
repairs at The Quarry

11.

Finance matters:
a) to confirm the final budget for 2011/12 (attached)
b) to agree accounts for payment (details attached)

12.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (attached)

13.

To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity

14.

To note that the next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 12 July 2011 at 7.30pm
at Cotebrook Village Hall.

15.

Any other business

th

th

th

A. Sanders – Clerk – 06/06/2011

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL
th

on TUESDAY 14 JUNE 2011 at 7.30 pm
Present: Cllrs Cllr G Stewart (Chairman)
Cllrs T Boyle, P Copland, G Hope-Terry, A Needham and K Platt
In
attendance:
A Sanders – Clerk
The meeting commenced with an allocated session during which members of the
public have the opportunity to raise any matter in relation to village and community
matters session prior to the meeting. Three members of the public attended; one
discussed some local concerns with Councillors and the other two presented an
objection to a current planning application.
PC Gigg gave an update on local police issues, including recent incidents of theft of
metal from farms. He encouraged farmers to report thefts, otherwise arrests cannot be
made. He advised that metal equipment should be put away, and regular checks
made to ensure that it is still there. PC Gigg also advised that the board blocking the
line of sight on the A49 at Oulton Mill Lane will be moved. He is continuing to monitor
the situation at Big Field Lane at night.
ACTION
14.06.01

Apologies for absence

Resolved:

that the apologies for absence received from Cllr M Stewart be noted.

14.06.02

Declarations of interest
No declarations of interest were made.

14.06.03

Minutes

Resolved:

that the minutes of the meeting held on 10 May 2011 be agreed and signed as a
correct record.

14.06.04

Matters arising from the minutes

th

Additional Noticeboard – Rose Farm (Minute 10.05.04)
The Chairman reported that Ernie will make this noticeboard; this matter is to be
reviewed again in August. It was noted that there are rather a lot of noticeboards
there; it was hoped that the new one will help to make the area look tidier, while
continuing to provide a service to the community.
Repairs to the shrine in Utkinton (Minute 10.05.15e)
Cllr Platt will give a stonemason’s number to the Chairman.

Cllr Platt

Insurance cover – confirmation (Minute 10.05.10)
Noted that the cover offered by AON is complete and sufficient for the Council’s needs;
the premium has therefore been paid. It was noted that the Council’s assets will be
reviewed this autumn.

Clerk

Bus shelter (Minute 10.05.04)
The Clerk was asked to check whether the bus shelter is on the Asset Register.

Clerk

Tarporley/ Eaton/Cotebrook monthly church magazine (Minute 10.05.15a)
The Rector, Rev’d Keith Hine, would be happy to include Parish Council items in the
th
magazine. The last copy date is the 16 of each month.
14.06.05

Clerk

Elections - Utkinton Parish Councillors
Noted that, immediately following the recent election, there was one vacancy. Mr
Roger Barnes, who was unable to stand for re-election due to family circumstances,
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indicated that he was now available to act as a Councillor again if required. At the last
Council meeting, it had been resolved to co-opt Mr Barnes (Minute 10.05.05). Mr
Barnes therefore signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Register of
Interests, and was welcomed onto the Council. The Clerk is to inform CW&C
accordingly.
The Chairman read a letter of resignation from Tony Dahill, who has decided not to
take up the seat he won in the recent election due to other pressures on his time. The
Council wished to record Tony’s loyal service as a Councillor for many years, including
as Chairman. The Chairman paid tribute to Tony’s service, commenting that he had
served the parish well; the Chairman added that the Council was sad to lose Tony and
would be glad to have him back in future if his circumstances changed.
There is now a vacancy on the Council and the Clerk was tasked to notify CW&C of the
vacancy and to start the paperwork necessary to advertise the vacancy. Two people
have already enquired about joining the Council when a vacancy should arise.
14.06.06

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Planning
a)

The following application was considered:
The Old Post Office, Cotebrook (11/01883/FUL) – detached garage, front porch,
st
and 1 floor side windows
It was noted that this is a new application; the former grant of planning permission
has expired. Concerns were expressed about overlooking; but if the boundary is
not 11 metres, the Planning Officers will not let it go through.
A letter to the Planning Authority from a resident concerned about this application
was noted.

Resolved:

that the Council has no objection to this application provided that the terms of the
previous consent still pertain, including obscure glazed windows to protect neighbours’
privacy.
b)

Rowley Cottage, Quarry Bank, Utkinton
storey extension to rear

Clerk

(11/00736/LDC) – proposed single

Noted that this development would be lawful (Lawful Development Certificate) and
planning permission not therefore required.
14.06.07

14.06.08

Highways – progress since last meeting
a)

A response from the Highways Department about encroachment onto the verges
at Tirley Lane is still awaited. (Minute 10.05.07b)

b)

Stone Cottage, Tirley Lane: A letter has been sent to Mr Lees; the Chairman will
follow the matter up. (Minute 10.05.07c)

c)

One pothole on the A49 at Cotebrook has been repaired; the other is awaiting
repair by United Utilities. (Minute 10.05.07d)

d)

A response from the Highways Department about the problems at North Brook
steps is still awaited. (Minute 10.05.07)

Chairman

CW&C matters
a)

The Chairman welcomed Cllr Eveleigh Moore-Dutton, CW&C Councillor for the
new Tarporley Ward. Mrs Moore-Dutton said that she wished to represent the
concerns of local people to CW&C and looked forward to working with the Parish
Council. She will endeavour to circulate information as appropriate via the Clerk
and the website. She has been appointed as Chair of the Corporate Scrutiny
Committee.

b)

The Council instructed the Clerk to reply to the consultation on home-to-school
transport by saying that no special arrangements should pertain to faith schools.
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Clerk

c)
14.06.09

Councillors were invited to respond individually to the issue of transport for the
post-16s, if they wished.

All

The Clerk was instructed to nominate Cllrs E Luch and R Parkin to the Standards
Committee.

Clerk

Reports on events attended
a) Cllr Platt reported on planning permission issues for wind turbines, including the
question of noise. In Vale Royal, all new building developments of over 10
buildings must have 10% of their energy from renewable sources; the margin for
profit should allow for this. (It is not clear if this applies to Tarporley Ward; the
Chairman will contact the Tarporley Clerk to check.)

Chairman

b) The Chairman and Cllr Needham reported on a session on the Localism Bill. The
last government’s targets (regional spatial plans) have gone and regional budgets
have been cut by £52M already, but the housing need remains. Some Local
Enterprise Areas e.g. Birkenhead have been established, prioritising on economic
recovery. The new Neighbourhood Plans are to be evidence-based. Unlike Parish
Plans, they must account for national strategy, and observe CW&C requirements.
Input from professionals e.g. surveyors, is required. If a Parish Council does not
make a Neighbourhood Plan, then local interest groups may do so i.e. a Local
Forum, to consider the local social economic environment. (A forum could include
developers; a Parish Council is more democratically accountable.) CW&C
allocates an area for a N/Plan; a local referendum is held on the Plan, but only 2
such Plans are likely to be facilitated each year. Other proposed developments
include Neighbourhood Development Orders (the community right to build)
including local housing trusts. All national policy statements will now have to go
before Parliament. The public right of appeal will be removed. There will also be a
Transfer of Services, and a Devolvement of Service, though money does not
follow this! The local Development Framework Core Strategy is due back from
consultation this year. It was agreed to invite a speaker on this issue.
14.06.10

Quality Status Working Group
There were no matters to report this month.

14.06.11

The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens inspections

Resolved:

that Cllr G Stewart’s report on the recent inspections of Quarry Wood be received. Cllr
Barnes kindly agreed to resume inspecting the Cotebrook Greens monthly.

14.06.12

Cllr Barnes

Financial matters
a)

Resolved:

that the following net payments be made:
K. Billington
Utkinton Village Hall
A. Sanders
A. Sanders

Grass-cutting – Quarry and Pit
Rent for meetings Jul ’10-Jun ‘11
Salary
Refund of expenses Jan-Mar ‘11

Clerk
£ 85.00
£120.00
£162.71
£128.25

b)

The Clerk reported that the only ‘restricted fund’ being held for a particular
purpose was the remainder of the £500 grant from the Members’ Grants from
CW&C. £159 was spent on printing the Newsletter; the remaining £341 is to be
spent on repainting the Book Box and on the new noticeboard.

c)

Paperwork has now been completed to add Cllr Hope-Terry as a signatory to the
Council’s bank account.
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Cllr HopeTerry

14.06.13

Correspondence

Resolved:
a)
b)

that the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be
agreed

CW&C Council

26.04.11
06.06.11

Invitation to Rural Conference ‘Gearing up for change’: Thu 23 June, 9.303pm, Oulton Park. More information now received.

20.05.11

Consultation doc – Home-to-school transport. Comments invited by
Friday 1 July.

Clerk to
respond

17.05.11

Standards Committee voting form. Vote invited by Thu 30 June.

Clerk to
respond

25.05.11

May bulletin for Town & Parish Councils

09.06.11

Workshop – How to recruit volunteers. Wed 29 June, Tattenhall or Thu 14
July, Saughall. 6.00 – 7.30 pm. £10 per delegate

Cheshire
Police

06.06.11

PC Monthly update – June 2011

Cheshire
Action

10.06.11

Open Day – ‘Localism and Rural Services’ – Thu 7 July, 3.30 - 5.30 pm.
Chelford Village Hall. Free.

All invited
to attend

(CCA)

02.06.11

North Cheshire Network launch & forum event – Fri 24 June, 10.30 –
12.30am. Cuddington & Sandiway Village Hall. Free.

Cllr Boyle
to attend

Cotebrook
Village Hall
14.06.14

Chairman
and Cllr
Copland to
attend

Noted
All invited
to attend
To note

Letter of thanks for grant

Noted

Website / publicity
There was nothing to report this month. Cllr Hope-Terry was thanked for keeping the
website so well updated.

14.06.15

Next meeting

Resolved:

that the next meeting be held on Tuesday 12
at 7.30 pm.

14.06.16

Any other business

th

July 2011 at Cotebrook Village Hall

a)

Cllr Barnes reported that the grass needs to be trimmed back to the archway to
allow access to the field.

b)

It was reported that Ernie had put the seat at the end of the road at Bigfield Lane.
This is an asset to the community, and the Chairman will write a letter of thanks.

c)

Concern was expressed that the pool is still running over.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.00 pm.

4

All

Clerk/
Chairman

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 12 JULY 2011 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm

AGENDA
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting the
Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and/or seek clarification in relation to
relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (Time allocated – 15 minutes)
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declarations of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 14 June 2011 for signature as a correct record
(to follow)

3.

To consider matters arising on the minutes

4.

To report progress on filling the current Council vacancy by co-option

5.

To report progress on recruitment of a new Clerk

6.

To note any recent decisions made by Cheshire West and Chester on planning applications
in the parish, and to consider any new applications received

7.

To consider any highways matters

8.

To receive / respond to matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council

9.

To receive reports from events attended

10.

To receive a progress report from the Quality Status Working Group, including:
a) outstanding requirements for Quality Status
b) date of next Group meeting

11.

To receive reports on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and consider
any subsequent action required, including possible replacement of seat, pruning and fence
repairs at The Quarry

12.

Finance matters:
st
a) to receive the receive the 1 quarter financial statement for 2010/11 (to follow)
b) to agree accounts for payment (details attached)

13.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (to follow)

14.

To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity

15.

To note that the next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 13 September 2011 at
7.30pm at Utkinton Village Hall.

16.

Any other business

th

th

A. Sanders – Clerk – 07/07/2011

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL
th

on TUESDAY 12 JULY 2011 at 7.30 pm
Present: Cllrs Cllr G Stewart (Chairman)
Cllrs R Barnes, T Boyle, G Hope-Terry, A Needham, M Stewart
In
attendance:

Cllr E Moore-Dutton (CW&C)
A Sanders – Clerk
The meeting commenced with an allocated session during which members of the
public have the opportunity to raise any matter in relation to village and community
matters session prior to the meeting. Three members of the public attended; one
discussed some local concerns with Councillors and the other two presented an
objection to a current planning application.
ACTION

12.07.01

Apologies for absence

Resolved:

that the apologies for absence received from Cllrs P Copland and K Platt be noted.
PC Gigg also sent his apologies.

12.07.02

Declarations of interest
No declarations of interest were made.

12.07.03

Minutes

Resolved:

that the minutes of the meeting held on 14 June 2011 be agreed and signed as a
correct record.

12.07.04

Matters arising from the minutes

th

Renewable energy for new houses (Minute 14.06.09a)
It was confirmed that the requirement to have 10% energy from renewable sources for
all new developments of over 10 houses applies to the whole of the Vale Royal area at
present.
Bus shelter (Minute 14.06.04)
The Clerk confirmed that two bus shelters are listed on the Council’s Asset Register.
Arch (Minute 14.06.16a)
The arch at Wood Lane has now been sorted out.
12.07.05

Current vacancy for a Parish Councillor
It was noted that this vacancy was now being advertised on both noticeboards
(Utkinton and Cotebrook). Should ten electors request in writing by Monday 1 August
that an election be held, then it must take place. If no such request is made, then the
Council may co-opt a new Councillor. CW&C has been informed.

12.07.06

Recruitment of new Clerk
As the present Clerk is not able to continue in post, a new Clerk is to be sought.

Resolved:

that the post be advertised. The Clerk was instructed to place advertisements on the
noticeboards, in Buy Sell, via the ChALC network and in Tarporley.
There was some discussion about increasing the Clerk’s hours of work, to allow time
for completing the portfolio for the Quality Clerk award.

Resolved:

that the Clerk’s contractual hours be increased from 18 to 21 per month, to take effect
when the new Clerk starts work.
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Clerk

12.07.07

Planning
a)

The following applications were considered:
Forest Farm, Cotebrook (11/02419/FUL) – slurry lagoon
It was noted that concerns have been expressed (by Laura Pender of the
Environment Agency) about the impact of this development on the water table.

Resolved:

that the Parish Council has no objections to this application, but would wish to see that
concerns about the water table are satisfied before the lagoon is established.

Clerk

Spring Cottage, Quarry Bank, Utkinton (11/02803/FUL) – proposed 2-storey
extension to side & rear, with rear orangery and side roof terrace
Concerns were expressed that this application for a larger extension follows so
quickly on the last one. However, this application is to be treated as a new one,
and the same guidelines and planning criteria are to be applied in every case.
Resolved:

that the Parish Council has no objections to this application.
b)

Clerk

Noted the decision made by CW&C on the following application:
Cave Bank Farm, Knights Lane, Utkinton
(11/04204/FUL) – retention and
extension of agricultural worker’s dwelling, creation of associated domestic
curtilage and erection of garden shed – permitted.

12.07.08

Highways
a)

Heaths Lane has now been marked up for repairs. (Minute 10.05.07a)

b)

The Clerk was instructed to hasten the request for a flashing light to be installed
to warn traffic coming down Quarry Bank of the school ahead. (Minute 08.03.07b)

Clerk

c)

The Clerk was instructed to report that the flashing road sign on the northbound
A49 at Cotebrook is largely obscured by tree growth; CW&C is to be requested to
ask the landowner to trim the growth back by the old school. A sign is also to be
requested on the southbound side, as there has just been another accident there
due to excessive vehicle speed.
It was confirmed that the 40mph speed
recommendation there cannot be made mandatory as it cannot be monitored
safely by police; the bend cannot be marked as a ‘Black Spot’ either as no fatal
accidents have occurred there.

Clerk

d)

The Clerk was instructed to report that potholes need repair at the top of Tirley
Lane, by Monarchy Hill Farm.

Clerk

e)

It was confirmed that the posts at Tirley Lane are in line with the hedge, so no
further action is needed. (Minute 14.06.07a)

f)

The hard standing opposite Stone Cottage in Tirley Lane is now acceptable, and
prevents the verge from being churned up. (Minute 14.06.07b)

g)

The verges at the approach to Monarchy Hall Farm are in a poor state, and the
mess encroaches onto the road. The Chairman undertook to go and see Mr
Norris about it.

h)

The Northgate steps do need attention, and the Clerk was instructed to write to
the Highways Department accordingly. The steps need to be swept and the
vegetation there tidied. Also, the pond overflowed when the shop was extended
and still overflows; a gully needs to be cut to drain it on the other side of the path.
It was noted that there is a right of way there across the 2 stiles, which is used be
people getting to the shop and to the school.
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Chairman
Clerk

12.07.09

CW&C matters
There were no matters to be dealt with.

12.07.10

Reports on events attended
a) Rural Conference (CW&C)
The Chairman reported on the Localism session,
saying that 40% of the CW&C population lives in rural areas. Support is sought for
faster broadband in rural areas; underground fibre-optic cables are needed. A
local survey might be conducted via the Newsletter? Neighbourhood Plans are
coming in; they can build on Village Design Statements but are more
comprehensive than Parish Plans. Cllr Moore-Dutton (CA&C) suggested that
funding might be available for local parish councils, such as Utkinton, Tarporley
and Rushton, to meet and learn from Tattenhall’s experience. (Tattenhall is a pilot
for Neighbourhood Plans.) Similarly, Willington, Duddon and Clotton councils are
looking at housing. An advantage of these Plans is to be able to specify how many
new houses should be build, and when (i.e. one or two a year perhaps). More
houses might be needed in rural areas if Chester opts for low growth. Affordable
housing for young people with close local connections could be specified, but
would need offers of available land. It is essential to have a mandate for
producing a Neighbourhood Plan; a referendum might be required. A Plan should
be open and accountable, not run by small pressure groups. It must not contradict
the local authority Local Plan.

Resolved:

to pursue a Neighbourhood Plan for Utkinton and Cotebrook.

Clerk

b) ‘Localism and Rural Services’ (Cheshire Community Action) Cllr Boyle reported
that this was a useful session, raising awareness of what is available including lots
of little local charities.
12.07.11

Quality Status Working Group
th

A meeting about the next Newsletter is to be held on 18 July.
12.07.12

The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens inspections

Resolved:

that Cllr G Stewart’s and Cllr Barnes’ respective reports on the recent inspections of
Quarry Wood and the Cotebrook Greens be received. Derek has advised that the
Greens are in hand; some work is required at the Wood.

12.07.13

Financial matters
a)

Resolved:

Clerk

that the following net payment be made:
A. Sanders
b)

Salary

£162.71

Noted that the Parish Council annual accounts for 2010-2011 have been approved
by the Audit Commission. No amendments or instructions for further actions were
made.

12.07.14

Correspondence

Resolved:
a)
b)

that the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be
agreed

Cheshire West
and Chester
Council

17.06.11

Partnerships Bulletin - June.

Noted

27.06.11

June Bulletin for Town & Parish Councils

Noted

12.07.11

Invitation to launch of Northwich’s Barons Quay Development
Framework – Tue 19 July – Northwich – 2 p.m.

Noted
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Cheshire
Police

13à.06.11

PC Monthly update – 13, 20, 27 June 2011

Noted

8&11.07.11

Home Watch Inspector updates

Noted

PC Ged Gigg

07.07.11

July monthly local police update

Noted

ChALC

17.06.11

Inspection of memorials – workshop – Tue 1 Nov – Northwich - £130

Noted

24.06.11

Details for Councillor Workshop 2 training – Tue 19 Jun – Cotebrook –
2pm - £30

Noted

01.07.11

Training dates 2011-2012

Noted

08.07.11

July newsletter

Noted

12.07.15

Website / publicity
There was nothing to report this month.

12.07.16

Next meeting

Resolved:

that the next meeting be held on Tuesday 13 September 2011 at Utkinton Village Hall
at 7.30 pm.

12.07.17

Any other business

th

The mason, Andy Wood, has looked at the Shrine. Water has been getting in where the
cross is placed in the middle of the stone. Andy is going to provide quotations for four
options for repair: (a) repair and clean up existing; (b) completely new stone at base
and reinsert and repaint cross; (c) repair and take cross out, and put cross adjacent to
stone; (d) put new stone down and put cross adjacent. Cllr Barnes suggested that
Tarporley Round Table might be able to make a grant towards this project, and
undertook to write to them and ask (on the basis that the shrine is a civic War
Memorial).

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30 pm.
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All

Cllr Barnes

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2011 at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm

AGENDA
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting the
Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and/or seek clarification in relation to
relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (Time allocated – 15 minutes)
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declarations of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 12 July 2011 for signature as a correct record

3.

To consider matters arising on the minutes

4.

To consider filling the current Council vacancy by co-option

5.

To note any recent decisions made by Cheshire West and Chester on planning applications
in the parish, and to consider any new applications received

6.

To consider any highways matters

7.

To receive / respond to matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council

8.

To receive progress reports from the following Working Groups:
a) Parish Plan
b) Quality Status

9.

To receive an update on the Clerk’s vacancy and to approve appointment

10.

To receive reports on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and consider
any subsequent action required

11.

Finance matters:
a) to receive the1st quarter financial statement for Apr-Jun 2011 (to follow)
b) to agree accounts for payment (details to follow with correspondence summary)

12.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary to follow)

13.

To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity

14.

To note the next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 11 October 2010 at 7.30pm at
Cotebrook Village Hall.

15.

Any other business

th

th

A. Sanders – Clerk – 06/09/2011

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL
th

on TUESDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2011 at 7.30 pm
Present:

Cllrs Cllr G Stewart (Chairman) and Cllrs R Barnes, T Boyle, P Copland, G HopeTerry, A Needham, K Platt, M Stewart and F Tunney

In
attendance:

Cllr E Moore-Dutton (CW&C)
A Sanders – Retiring Clerk
D James - Clerk
The meeting commenced with an allocated session during which members of the
public have the opportunity to raise any matter in relation to village and community
matters prior to the meeting. One member of the public attended; he expressed
concern about the verges in Tirley Lane.
ACTION

13.09.01

Apologies for absence
There were no apologies for absence. It was noted that PC Gigg would be unable to
be in attendance.

13.09.02

Declarations of interest
No declarations of interest were made.

13.09.03

Minutes

Resolved:

that the minutes of the meeting held on 12
correct record.

13.09.04

Matters arising from the minutes

th

July 2011 be agreed and signed as a

Shrine (Minute 12.07.17)
The Chairman undertook to follow up the options for repair.
Repair of grid on A49 at Cotebrook
This has now been completed.

(Minute 14.06.07c)

Eroded road surface at Monarchy Farm (Minute 12.07.08g)
The Chairman reported on his recent visit to the farm. Grooves remain in the side of
the road, possibly caused by lorries; repair is needed. There is concern over the poor
quality of pipes in the area, which may lead to leaks. United Utilities will be digging up
the road soon, and will resurface the road afterwards. If this takes longer than a year,
then Mr Norris will do something about that stretch of road. Meanwhile, the Chairman
undertook to contact United Utilities about the prospective date.
13.09.05

Chairman

Chairman

Vacancy for a Parish Councillor
No request for an election having been made, the Council moved to co-opt a
Councillor. Mr Frank Tunney of Utkinton had expressed an interest in becoming a
Parish Councillor, and was invited to address the Council briefly.

Resolved:

13.09.06

that Mr Tunney be co-opted onto the Parish Council (prop: Cllr Barnes, sec: Cllr
Copland; voted nem con). Mr Tunney signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office
and was asked to complete a Register of Interests form. CW&C is to be informed.

Clerk

Planning
The following application was considered:
7 Croft Close, Utkinton (11/01112/FUL) – rear single-story extension

Resolved:

that the Parish Council has no objections to this application.
A planning application for Monarchy Farm is expected shortly, as the September 2008
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Clerk

consent for the building of a new property following demolition of an old one has now
expired.
13.09.07

13.09.08

Highways
a)

Despite being marked up for repairs, no work has yet been done at Heaths Lane.
The Clerk was instructed to hasten the matter. (Minute 12.07.08a)

Clerk

b)

The Clerk was asked to chase the Highways Department who were asked to look
at the verges in Tirley Lane. The situation is important as it affects pedestrian
safety and driver visibility. (Minute 14.06.07a)

Clerk

c)

The Clerk was instructed to hasten the request for a flashing light to be installed
to warn traffic coming down Quarry Bank of the school ahead. (Minute 12.07.08b)

Clerk

d)

The Clerk was asked to chase up enquiries made about Northgate viz. provision
of ‘Dead End’ signs; the status of the roadway there; and the sweeping of the
steps. (Minute 12.07.08h et al)

Clerk

e)

The street light on the junction between Utkinton Lane and Hollins Hill needs
repair; Clerk to arrange.

Clerk

f)

There was a query whether the Duddon stretch of the A51 might be reduced to 30
mph; this might well have an impact on traffic volume down Wood Lane. Cllr
Moore-Dutton advised that this stretch of road does not meet the criteria for the
imposition of a 30 mph limit.

CW&C matters
There were no matters to be dealt with. Cllr Moore-Dutton advised that there has been
a problem with unlicensed door-to-door salesmen in Tarporley; the Trading Standards
department is now involved.

13.09.09

Quality Status Working Group
Cllr M Stewart asked the Clerk to resend the electronic template for the first Newsletter.

Resolved:

that, as there is no sponsor for a second Newsletter, the Working Group proceed with
preparation of a black-and-white locally-produced Newsletter. The paper is to be paid
for by the Parish Council.
It was noted that Newsletter costs should be included in next year’s budget.

13.09.10

Clerk

Clerk

Parish Plan Working Group
There was some discussion about the new Neighbourhood Plans now beginning to be
put together. Cllr Moore-Dutton offered help from her Member’s Budget to help form a
Neighbourhood Plan for the parish. An e-mail is being circulated about a template for a
Neighbourhood Plan. The following points were made:
• Neighbourhood Plans are a new initiative. They include material previously
included in Parish Plans, but go further in that they offer a local and democratically
mandated view on development matters which will necessarily be taken into
account in planning decisions.
If a Parish Council does not develop a
Neighbourhood Plan, then any other body acting locally may do so (a ‘local forum’)
including developers.
• There is scope for working with neighbouring parishes, both in learning about
Neighbourhood Plans and in writing them (where there are similar concerns and
interests). The Clerk is to write to neighbouring Clerks (at Rushton, Little Budworth,
Oakmere, Delamere and Duddon) to explore this further.
• The Clerk was asked to invite the new Community Led Planning Team Advisers
from Cheshire Community Action to address a Council meeting.

Resolved:

that Utkinton Parish Council’s intention is to produce a Neighbourhood Plan for the
parish (carried unanimously). The Clerk is to inform CW&C accordingly.
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Clerk
Clerk

Clerk

13.09.11

Recruitment of new Clerk
Following a recruitment and selection process, the Chairman announced the
appointment of Mrs Debbie James as Clerk, and welcomed her on behalf of the
Council.

Resolved:

st

that Mrs James be appointed as Clerk with effect from 1 September 2011.
The outgoing Clerk is to arrange the handover to the new Clerk, including informing
CW&C, ChALC, HMRC and other bodies.

13.09.12

The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens inspections

Resolved:

that Cllr G Stewart’s report on the recent inspection of Quarry Wood be received;
some work is needed. (It was noted that there is not water in the quarry.) Cllr Barnes
kindly undertook to resume monthly inspections of the Greens.

13.09.13

Clerk

Cllr Stewart
Cllr Barnes

Financial matters
a)

Resolved:

that the following net payments be approved:
Audit Commission
CW&C
K Billington
Linnet Book-keeping
Trinity Mirror
Utkinton Village Hall
Mrs K Dahill
A. Sanders
D. James

Briefing session
Rent for the Greens
Grass-cutting – Quarry and Pit
Quarterly & Audit inspections
Advert for Clerk vacancy
Rent of hall for meetings 2010–11
Flowers for the Shrine
Salary – August
Salary – September (tax deducted)

£120.00
£ 50.00
£ 85.00
£ 32.00
£ 65.92
£120.00
£ 21.71
£162.71
£155.24

Clerk

b)
Resolved:

st

that the 1 quarter financial statement for 2011/12 be received.
c)

The Internal Auditor, Mr Phil Sanders, is not able to come and talk to the Council
as he works during the evenings. He did say, however, that ‘the accounts are
well controlled and kept in a tidy and orderly manner. The feedback, or rather lack
of it, from the Audit Commissioner emphasizes the fully satisfactory nature of all
aspects of the PC's financial management.’ This would have been his report had
he been able to attend.
The Clerk was asked to put ‘Internal Auditor’ on the next agenda.

13.09.14

Correspondence

Resolved:
a)
b)

that the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be
agreed.

Cheshire West
and Chester
Council

Cheshire
Police

Clerk

To respond
individually

28.07.11

‘You choose’ – re expenditure cuts and consequences

28.07.11

May bulletin for Town & Parish Councils

To note

15.08.11

Link to ‘West Cheshire Together’ website, incl. ‘Partnerships West’.

To note

Highways – notice of road closure/repair on A49 at Cotebrook.
24.08.11

To note

August bulletin for Town & Parish Councils

26.08.11

To note

Feedback request re polling stations

09.09.11

PC Monthly update – September 2011

3

Clerk to
respond;
arrang’t
worked well.

Noted

Cheshire
Action (CCA)

12.08.11

Invitation to North Cheshire Network Forum Meeting. Wed 14
September, 1.30 – 3.30 pm. Frodsham. Free.

To consider
attending

Cheshire Assn
of Local Councils (ChALC)

23.08.11

Notice of Induction Session for new Clerks & Councillors on 11 Oct,
evening; Astbury; £30. (NB Also date of next PC meeting)

Noted.
Clerk to seek
other dates

12.07.15

Website / publicity
Cllr Hope-Terry advised that the website would include an item on the proposed new
housing development at Tarporley (see Minute 12.07.17 below).

12.07.16

Next meeting

Resolved:

that the next meeting be held on Tuesday 11 October 2011 at Cotebrook Village Hall
at 7.30 pm.

12.07.17

Any other business

th

a)

Cllr
Hope-Terry

All

The proposed new housing development at the bottom of Tarporley High Street/
Nantwich Road was discussed. The proposal, for over 100 new houses, is
currently out for public consultation. (It is in addition to the Heatherways
development of 34 new houses.) Concerns were expressed about parking and
traffic congestion and the adequacy of local services, although support for local
shops was welcomed.
The major issue is that this proposed development is contrary to the existing
Local Plan, as the site is currently designated as ‘Open Space’.
It was noted that CW&C is likely to opt for high growth in housing provision;
Tarporley is a popular area in which to live so is attractive to developers.
Cllr Moore-Dutton advised that it is strongly advised that each parish have its own
plan (now Neighbourhood Plan) so that it can embrace local development and
meet local need as appropriate for its own community.

b)

PC Ged Gigg has invited consideration of a proposal to resurrect a Parish Ward
Walk and/or a Police surgery in the parish. Councillors welcomed the proposal
but would like to discuss it further with PC Gigg.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.25 pm.
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Clerk

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 11 OCTOBER 2011 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm

AGENDA
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting the
Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and/or seek clarification in relation to
relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (Time allocated – 15 minutes)
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declarations of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 13 September 2011 for signature as a correct record

3.

To consider matters arising on the minutes

4.

To note any recent decisions made by Cheshire West and Chester on planning applications
in the parish, and to consider any new applications received

5.

To consider any highways matters

6.

To receive / respond to matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council

7.

To receive progress reports from the following Working Groups:
a) Parish Plan
b) Quality Status – including Newsletter

8.

To receive reports on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and consider
any subsequent action required

9.

Finance matters:
a) to receive the 2nd quarter financial statement for July-Sept 2011 (to follow)
b) to agree accounts for payment (details to follow with correspondence summary) including fees
and bursary for Clerk’s training
c) to review arrangements for Internal Auditor

10.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary to follow) including
th
a) ChALC information briefing on Super Fast Broadband on Tuesday 25 October 2011

11.

To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity

12.

To note the next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 08 November 2011 at 7.30pm
at Utkinton Village Hall.

13.

Any points of interest

th

th

D. James – Clerk – 03/10/2011

For meeting 11/10/11

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
PAYEE

DESCRIPTION

NET (£)

A.Sanders

Advert for Clerk vacancy in Trinity Mirror

D. James

Net Salary for October

HMRC

Tax deducted from Clerk gross salary Jul-Sep

ChALC

Costs of CiLCA qualification

VAT (£)

65.92

13.18

TOTAL (£)
79.10

145.44

145.44

37.50

37.50

302.50

302.50

CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED SINCE THE LAST MEETING

1

SENDER

DATE
REC’D

DETAILS

RECOMMENDED ACTION

Cheshire West and
Chester Council

16.09.11

Energy Efficiency Scheme – Tarporley (Briefing note 236)

To note

19.09.11

Link to latest edition of ‘Partnerships West’

To note

20.09.11

Neighbourhood Planning Newsletter No. 1

To note

22.09.11

September bulletin for Town & Parish Councils

To note

05.10.11

West Cheshire Together events

To note

2

Cheshire Police

16.09.11

PC Monthly update – September 2011

To note

3

ChALC

13.09.11

September Newsletter

To note

20.09.11

Invitation to Disability Equality Training Event. Wed 26 Oct, 9.20-3.30, Middlewich,

To consider attending

26.09.11

Invitation to Superfast Broadband consultative event. Tue 25 Oct, 2-4 pm, Sandiway
Community Centre. Free.

To consider attending

29.09.11

Invitation to Annual Meeting.

To consider attending

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL
th

on TUESDAY 11 OCTOBER 2011 at 7.30 pm
Present:
In
attendance:

Cllrs R Barnes, T Boyle, G Hope-Terry, A Needham, K Platt, M Stewart and F Tunney
PC G Gigg (Cheshire Police)
D James - Clerk
The meeting commenced with an allocated session during which members of the
public have the opportunity to raise any matter in relation to village and community
matters prior to the meeting.
ACTION

11.10.01

Apologies for absence
Cllr G Stewart (Chairman), M Stewart, P Copland, Cllr E Moore-Dutton (CW&C)
Declarations of interest
No declarations of interest were made.

11.10.02

Minutes

Resolved:

that the minutes of the meeting held on 13 September 2011 be agreed and signed as
a correct record.

11.10.03

Matters arising from the minutes

th

Tarporley new housing development Nantwich Road (Minute 12.07.17a)
Letter sent to Chester Chronicle from The Chairmen opposing the development was
noted. Cllr A Needham attend a meeting in Tarporley and provided feedback that
Tarporley Parish Council seem well equipped and briefed on this issue but as noted
previously CW&C is likely to opt for high growth in housing provision; Tarporley is a
popular area in which to live so is attractive to developers.
11.10.04

Chairman

Planning
No new applications for consideration.

Noted:

Permission granted for first application at Spring Cottage - 11/00272/FUL
Permission granted for second application at Spring Cottage - 11/02803/FUL

11.10.05

Highways
a)

11.10.06

Confirmation is awaited from the Highways Department for repairs/works to
Heaths Lane, Quarry Bank, Northgate, and an opinion on the verges in Tirley
Lane.

Clerk

b)

Vicars Cross round-a-about is shut between 10pm and 5am.

c)

Council have repaired verges/land by High Billinge House, Quarry Bank but hard
core has blocked two drains causing a grid to blow out, Clerk to report on website.

Clerk

d)

Damaged sand grit box in Utkinton has been removed by Council so needs
replacing. Cllr R Barnes to contact Ian Holloway at Highways to resolve.

Cllr Barnes

e)

Noted that paint markings have appeared on all pot holes on Tirley Lane on
03.10.11

CW&C matters
There were no matters to be dealt with.

11.10.07

Working Groups
a) Parish Plan Working Group
Cllr Tunney will join Cllr M Stewart and Cllr Boyle on the Working Group for the Parish
Plan.
b) Quality Status – including Newsletter
Clerk has sent electronic Newsletter template to Cllr M Stewart.

Resolved:

that, Clerk has completed the National Bursary form (signed by Cllr Hope-Terry) for
£100.00 and will receive an application form from ChALC to apply for CiLCA
qualification. Three CiLCA Support Training Sessions have also been booked for
15.11.11, 07.12.11 and 12.01.12. Clerk is in the process of putting portfolio folder
together for sessions. Also noted CE/CW&C Grant is available of £140 and ChALC
member’s discount of £62.50 means Utkinton PC will not have to pay costs of £302.50.
It was noted £100 to be included in next year’s budget for up skilling of Clerk.

11.10.08

The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens inspections

Resolved:

that Cllr Barnes’ report on the recent inspection of the Greens was received; Greens
need cutting. Table broken on Cotebrook green, Cllr Barnes to ensure work is carried
out.

11.10.09

Financial matters
a)
nd
that, the 2 quarter financial statement for July-Sept 2011 to be agreed and signed as
a correct record.
b)
that the following net payments be approved:

Resolved:
Resolved:

A Sanders
D James
HMRC

Resolved:

Trinity Mirror Advert for Clerk vacancy
Salary – September (tax deducted)
Tax Deducted from Clerk gross salary Jul-Sept

Clerk

Clerk

Cllr Barnes

£ 79.10
£145.44
£ 37.50

that
c) The Internal Auditor, Mr Phil Sanders, is not able to come and talk to the Council
as he works during the evenings. He did say, however, that ‘the accounts are
well controlled and kept in a tidy and orderly manner. The feedback, or rather lack
of it, from the Audit Commissioner emphasizes the fully satisfactory nature of all
aspects of the PC's financial management.’ This would have been his report had
he been able to attend.
To review arrangements for ‘Internal Auditor’ on the next agenda and confirm when
contract needs reviewing.

11.10.10

Correspondence

Resolved:
a)

that, the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be

Clerk

agreed.
Cheshire West
and Chester
Council

Cheshire

16.09.11

Energy Efficiency Scheme – Tarporley (Briefing note 236)

Noted

19.09.11

Link to latest edition of ‘Partnerships West’

Noted

20.09.11

Neighbourhood Planning Newsletter No. 1

Noted

22.09.11

September bulletin for Town & Parish Councils

Noted

05.10.11

West Cheshire Together events

Noted

16.09.11

PC Monthly update – September 2011

Noted

Police
ChALC

13.09.11

September Newsletter

Noted

20.09.11

Invitation to Disability Equality Training Event. Wed 26 Oct, 9.20-3.30,
Middlewich,

Not
attending

Invitation to Superfast Broadband consultative event. Tue 25 Oct, 2-4
pm, Sandiway Community Centre. Free.

Cllr Tunney
to attend

26.09.11
29.09.11

TBC

Invitation to Annual Meeting on Thur 20 Oct.
11.10.11

Cllr
Hope-Terry

Website / publicity
No new updates.

11.10.12

Next meeting

Resolved:

that the next meeting be held on Tuesday 08 November 2011 at Utkinton Village Hall
at 7.30 pm.

11.10.13

Any points of interest

th

a)

Resolved:

All

PC Ged Gigg gave update on September 2011 issues;
•

Been an increase in metal theft during days/nights (farming equipment)

•

Horse boxes also being stolen

•

Very elderly people being subjected to distraction burglaries, ‘lost dog, can I
look in your back garden?’

•

Man on probation knocking on residents doors – was reported by one resident
but they used incorrect telephone number so incident wasn’t picked up for four
days.

•

Be more vigilant due to longer dark nights as incident in Little Budworth where
silver ware was stolen from side room of church.

that, Clerk to find out about Mothers & Toddler groups in Utkinton area and give
contacts to PC Gigg so any concerns can be raised.

Clerk

that, Home Watch Co-Ordinator is required for Utkinton as Cotebrook already
established. Liz Biddall is Home Watch Co-Ordinator for Police. Agreed to put interest
for a Home Watch Co-Ordinator for Utkinton in next Newsletter.

Cllr M
Stewart/
Cllr Boyle

b) Consideration of Tarporley High Scool becoming an Academy which means the
school has to but in all the services normally provided by the Council.
c) £25 for wreath for Armistes Day to be put on next agenda.

Clerk

d) Telephone box in Cotebrook needs painting, requires special paint. Cllr Barnes to ask
Ian Holloway at Highways for some.

There being no further points of interest the meeting closed at 9pm.

Chairman

Date

Cllr Barnes

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 08 NOVEMBER 2011 at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm

AGENDA
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting the
Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and/or seek clarification in relation to
relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (Time allocated – 15 minutes)
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declarations of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 11 October 2011 for signature as a correct record

3.

To consider matters arising on the minutes
a) Shrine – options for repair
b) Eroded road surface at Monarchy Farm
c) PC Gigg’s proposal to resurrect a Parish Ward Walk and/or a Police Surgery in the parish.

4.

To note any recent decisions made by Cheshire West and Chester on planning applications
in the parish, and to consider any new applications received

5.

To consider any highways matters, including salt provision

6.

To receive / respond to matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council

7.

To receive progress reports from the following Working Groups:
a) Parish Plan
b) Quality Status – including draft Newsletter (inc. interest for Utkinton Home Watch Co-Ord.)

8.

To receive reports on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and consider
any subsequent action required

9.

Finance matters:
a) agree accounts for payment (details attached with corres. summary)
b) to review arrangements for Internal Auditor
c) to review budget for 2011/12 (attached) prior to setting next year budget

10.

To consider entry to the 2012 Community Pride Competition

11.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary to follow)
a) to discuss Neighbourhood Plans

12.

To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity

13.

To note the next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 13 December 2011 at 7.30pm
at Cotebrook Village Hall.

14.

Any points of interest

th

th

D. James – Clerk – 31/10/2011

For meeting 08/11/11

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
PAYEE

DESCRIPTION

NET (£)

VAT (£)

TOTAL (£)

D. James

Net Salary for November

149.94

149.94

A. Sanders

Net Salary for September/October

TBA

TBA

A. Sanders

Expenses

TBA

TBA

Royal British Legion

Poppy Wreath

25.00

25.00

CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED SINCE THE LAST MEETING

1

2

3

SENDER

DATE
REC’D

Cheshire West and
Chester Council

14.10.11

West Cheshire Together

To note

21.10.11

October Bulletin for Town & Parish Councils

To note

24.10.11

Blacon Sustainability Convention / Budget Consultation (Briefings 261 / 262)

To note

26.10.11

West Cheshire Together – LSP Briefing note from 20.10.11

To note

10.10.11

Home Watch Co-Ordinators Update

To note

17.10.11

Home Watch Co-Ordinators Contacts

To note

17.10.11

Home Watch – Crack Down on Doorstep Crime

To note

21.10.11

Western Rural Update

To note

13.10.11

QE2 Fields Challenge

To Action

13.10.11

ChALC Annual Meeting on 20.10.11

Cheshire Police

ChALC

DETAILS

RECOMMENDED ACTION

Cllr Needham attended

4

Cheshire Fire

12.10.11

Fire Service Survey

To Action

5

CCA

20.10.11

CCA Annual General Meeting on 23.11.11

To Attend

6

Cllr A Needham

27.10.11

Neighbourhood Plans article in Eddisbury Newspaper

To discuss

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL
th

on TUESDAY 08 NOVEMBER 2011 at 7.30 pm
Present:

In
attendance:

Cllr G Stewart (Chairman), M Stewart, Cllrs R Barnes, T Boyle, A Needham, K Platt, F
Tunney, P Copland, Cllr E Moore-Dutton (CW&C)
D James - Clerk
The meeting commenced with an allocated session during which members of the public
have the opportunity to raise any matter in relation to village and community matters
prior to the meeting.
ACTION

08.11.01

Apologies for absence
G Hope-Terry, PC G Gigg (Cheshire Police)
Declarations of interest
No declarations of interest were made.

08.11.02

Minutes

Resolved:

that the minutes of the meeting held on 13 September 2011 be agreed and signed as a
correct record.

08.11.03

Matters arising from the minutes

th

Home Watch Co-ordinator
Resolved:

that a Home Watch Co-ordinator is required for both Utkinton and Cotebrook parishes
and an interest for these positions has been put in the next Newsletter.
Shrine – repair (Minute 12.07.17)
Still pending as The Chairman is unable to get response from mason Andy Wood. There
is no grant available for war memorials.

Cllr G
Stewart

Eroded road surface at Monarchy Farm
Cllr G Stewart has spoken to owner and honorary agreement does not seem to have
been kept, Cllr G Stewart will visit the farmer again.
PC Gigg’s Parish Ward Walk / Police Surgery (Minute 12.07.17b)
Limited support/response from residents.
Heaths Lane (Minute 12.07.08a)
Noted:

that Heaths Lane is to be totally resurfaced. CW&C need to enforce that the farm has
some responsibility for the quality of the road once it’s been resurfaced.
Northgate steps

Noted:
08.11.04

that the steps have been swept and tidied by a local resident not CW&C.
Planning
No new applications for consideration.

Noted:

that planning application for one hundred new houses in Tarvin.

Noted:

that decision on Tarporley development for one hundred houses on Nantwich Road is to
be made in December 2011.

Cllr G
Stewart

08.11.05

Resolved:

Highways
a)

Pavement half visible on Quarry Bank due to overgrown hedge / bank, dangerous
for residents and children. Clerk to report fault on website.

b)

Northgate stone wall and grass verge overgrown, needs careful maintenance as
stone wall will fall. Clerk to report fault on website.

Clerk

c)

Safety issue with parents dropping children off at school and blocking Tirley Lane.
According to Highway Code it is an offence to obstruct traffic. Suggested that The
Chairman speak with Headmaster at the school to resolve the issue i.e. article in
school newsletter.

Chairman

d)

Clerk to report fault on website that two discarded junction signs at the top of
Primrose Hill (right hand side) need re-instating or removing ASAP as
dangerous/hazard.

Clerk

Clerk

that the request for a flashing light to be installed on Quarry Bank has been investigated
by Chris Hodgson, Highways. He agrees current signs are incorrectly located and too
small. New, more visible, larger signs will be installed. Clerk to contact Chris and confirm
installation of new signs. (Minute 12.07.08b)

Clerk

Noted:

that salt/grit is required for all bins in both villages. Email from CW&C regarding £100
charge for 1 tonne bag of grit. Cllr Tunney to ask John at Rose Farm Shop if able to
store bag there, if agreed, possibility of grit to be purchased out of Cllr. Moore-Dutton
budget.

Cllr
Tunney /
Cllr
DuttonMoore

08.11.06

CW&C matters

Noted:

that CW&C briefing no. 266, Chester City rail link bus service changes are
uneconomical and more costly to CW&C even though passengers will have to pay £1
charge when service used to be free.

Noted:

that the housing development plan information sent by Cllr Needham is a public
document highlighting the number of houses to be built per year over the next fifteen
years.

08.11.07

Working Groups
a) Parish Plan has been replaced by Neighbourhood Plan. Feedback from Cllr MooreDutton is parish council is doing a good job. The Chairman requested a template /
guidance to work to from Cllr Moore-Dutton (CW&C) to due to no guidelines being
available. Tarporley has applied to be a pilot study. Tattenhall has an established plan
th
with Carol Weaver as their contact. Meeting on the 14 November at Malpas is to be
attended by Cllr Needham, Cllr Tunney, Cllr M Stewart and Cllr Boyle and feedback
given at next meeting. Clerk to feedback to Duddon/Clotton, Oakmere and Delamere
parishes who responded to networking together email, thanking them and look forward
to working together.

Cllr
MooreDutton
Clerk

b) Draft newsletter circulated for feedback.
08.11.08

The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens inspections

Resolved:

that Cllr G Stewarts’ and Cllr Barnes’ reports on the recent inspection of the Quarry and
the greens were received; fly tipping of rubbish/hedge cuttings at the Quarry which need
to be removed or burned. Disappointed at state of Greens, Cllr Barnes has spoken with
Derek to resolve the matter and regarding repairing the table.
that Cllr Boyle has inspected the phone box and has removed reader’s digests that
people have dumped and checked the books for damp and removed any which were.
Clerk to speak with A. Sanders regarding phone box paint.

Resolved:

08.11.09
Resolved:

Financial matters
a)
that the following net payments be approved:

Cllr G
Stewart /
Cllr
Barnes
Clerk

D James
A Sanders
A Sanders
Poppy Appeal

Salary – October (tax deducted)
Net salary for Sept/Oct/Nov
Expenses Apr-Jun and Jul-Oct
Poppy wreath

£149.94
£329.58
£176.44
£ 25.00

b) Clerk to contact Internal Auditor and arrange next audit and complete handover with A
Sanders.

Clerk

c) Review 2011/12 budget at next meeting when Cllr Hope-Terry is in attendance.

Clerk

08.11.10

Entry Community Pride 2012 Competition

Resolved:

that currently not ready to go forward with entry for 2012. Additional costs not budgeted
for and shrine needs to be sorted first.
Correspondence

08.11.11
a)
Resolved:
b)
Cheshire West
and Chester
Council

that the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be
agreed.
14.10.11

West Cheshire Together

To note

21.10.11

October Bulletin for Town & Parish Councils

To note

24.10.11

Bacon Sustainability Convention / Budget Consultation (Briefings 261 /
262)

To note

26.10.11
31.10.11
04.11.11

To note

West Cheshire Together – LSP Briefing note from 20.10.11

To Action

Culture & Recreation Survey (Briefing 263)

To Action

White Ribbon Day / Licensing Act consultation / Chester City Rail Link bus
service (Briefings 264 / 265 / 266
Cheshire
Police

10.10.11

Home Watch Co-Ordinators Update

To note

17.10.11

Home Watch Co-Ordinators Contacts

To note

17.10.11

Home Watch – Crack Down on Doorstep Crime

To note

21.10.11

Western Rural Update

To note

31.10.11

Home Watch Western Rural Update

To note

13.10.11

QE2 Fields Challenge

To Action

13.10.11

ChALC Annual Meeting on 20.10.11

Cllr
Needham
attended

Cheshire Fire

12.10.11

Fire Service Survey

To Action

CCA

20.10.11

CCA Annual General Meeting on 23.11.11

To Attend

01.11.11

Reminder about CCA Annual General meeting

27.10.11

Neighbourhood Plans article in Eddisbury Newspaper

ChALC

Cllr A
Needham
08.11.12
Noted:

To
discuss

Website / publicity
th

that Cllr Tunney attended the Superfast Broadband (SFBD) consultative event on 25
October in Sandiway. On average it will cost approx. £400 per household to provide SFBD
and although a lot of information is required from “us” / householders. Cllr Tunney
presented a survey to gather this information which is to be circulated as part of the

Cllr
HopeTerry

Newsletter. Need to add a website link on to the survey so people can find out their
current broadband speed. Suggestion that survey could be collated in boxes at Rose
Farm shop and the Kitchen shop in Cotebrook and also put on Utkinton PC website. Cllr
Tunney to speak with John and Cllr Boyle to contact Kitchen shop.
08.11.13

Next meeting

Resolved:

that the next meeting be held on Tuesday 13 December 2011 at Cotebrook Village Hall
at 7.00 pm.

08.11.14

Any points of interest

Cllr
Tunney /
Cllr Boyle

th

a) Clerk to contact Tarporley Talk magazine to print Utkinton events and confirm
distribution.

All

Clerk

here being no further points of interest the meeting closed at 9.30pm.

Chairman

Date

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 13 DECEMBER 2011 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL at 7.00pm

AGENDA
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting the
Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and/or seek clarification in relation to
relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (Time allocated – 15 minutes)
1.

To receive apologies for absence and declarations of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 08 November 2011 for signature as a correct record

3.

To consider matters arising on the minutes
a) Shrine – mason Andy Wood
b) Quarry Bank, Northgate stone wall/verge, discarded signs Primrose Hill

4.

To note any recent decisions made by Cheshire West and Chester on planning applications
in the parish, and to consider any new applications received
a) Permission given to; 11/01112/FUL, 7 Croft Close and 11/01883/FUL, The Old Post Office
b) Permission NOT required for 11/04291/AGR The Old Barn, Rowley Farm.

5.

To consider any highways matters, including salt provision
a) Rocksalt Community Buying
th
th
b) Resurfacing Heaths Lane 12 – 16 December
c) Proposed 40mph limit A49 Cotebrook

6.

To receive / respond to matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council
a) Website available to report fly tipping

7.

To receive progress reports from the following Working Groups:
a) Neighbourhood Plan
b) Quality Status – Newsletter feedback

8.

To receive reports on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and consider
any subsequent action required

9.

Finance matters:
a) agree accounts for payment (details to follow in corres. summary)
b) to review arrangements for Internal Auditor
c) to review budget for 2011/12 (attached) prior to setting next year’s budget

10.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary to follow)

11.

To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity

12.

To note the next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 10 January 2012 at 7.30pm at
Utkinton Village Hall.

13.

Any points of interest

th

th

D. James – Clerk – 05/12/2011

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

For meeting 13/12/11

PAYEE

DESCRIPTION

NET (£)

VAT (£)

TOTAL (£)

D. James

Net Salary for November

149.94

149.94

D. James

Expenses for Sept – Nov 2011

117.65

117.65

CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED SINCE THE LAST MEETING
SENDER

1

Cheshire West and
Chester Council

DATE REC’D

04.11.11
11.11.11
15.11.11
17.11.11
18.11.11
18.11.11
21.11.11
22.11.11
23.11.11
28.11.11
02.12.11

DETAILS

RECOMMENDE
D ACTION

Council Funding Schemes 2012 / 2013
Member Briefings 267 / 268 (Adult Social Care / Extra Care Housing)
Tenancy Strategy Consultation
Gypsy & Traveller – Frequently asked questions
November Bulletin (Edition 33)
Members Briefings 269 / 270 (Staff Terms & Conditions / Localism Act)
November Bulletin for Local Councils
Northwich Marina – resent 01.12.11
Country Park Community Day (for notice boards)
Members Briefings 271 (Cashless parking)
273 /274 / 275 / 276 / 277 - Community Budget Pilot / Technical Reforms of Council Tax /
Housing Strategy for England / Support for Voluntary, Community and Faith Sectors /
Supporting Social Enterprises
TRO 375 - Heaths Lane, Delamere – road closure
Home Watch Co-ordinators Update wk 7.11.11
Home Watch Update 25.11.11 & 28.11.11
Community Supplies

To Action
To note
To note
To note
To note
To note
To note
To note
To note
To note
To note

To Action

2

Cheshire Police

3

Rock Salt

05.12.11
11.11.11
25.11.11
13.11.11

To note
To note
To note
To note

4

Rural Services Network

11.11.11

Survey on Neighbourhood Plans

5

CCA

6

ChALC

7

Vic Quayle

08.11.11
9.11.11
14.11.11
21.11.11
21.11.11
23.11.11
25.11.11
02.12.11
05.12.11
09.12.11
16.11.11

North Cheshire Network Update
th
North Cheshire Network meeting on 14 December (& reminder 01.12.11)
E-Bulletin – Various issues
Consultation on Technical Reform of Council Tax
Ordnance Survey Local Council Survey
Cheshire Association Newsletter
E-Bulletin 25th November
Local Council Pension Payments - Legal Update
2012 Training dates for Councillors / Chairman / Clerks
Digital Champions/Superfast Broadband
Localism Act 2011

8

CWcab

17.11.11

Impact Report

To note

9

National Housing
Federation (North)

21.11.11

Latest Edition of Northern Voice

To note

To note
To Attend?
To note
To Action
To Action
To note
To note
To note
To note
To note
To note

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL
th

on TUESDAY 13 DECEMBER 2011 at 7.00 pm
Present:

In attendance:

Cllr G Stewart (Chairman), M Stewart, Cllrs R Barnes, T Boyle, A Needham, K Platt, F
Tunney, P Copland, G Hope-Terry
D James - Clerk
The meeting commenced with an allocated session during which members of the public
have the opportunity to raise any matter in relation to village and community matters
prior to the meeting.
ACTION

13.12.01

Apologies for absence
Cllr E Moore-Dutton (CW&C), PC G Gigg (Cheshire Police)
Declarations of interest
No declarations of interest were made.

13.12.02

Minutes

Resolved:

that the minutes of the meeting held on 08 November 2011 be agreed and signed as
a correct record.

13.12.03

Matters arising from the minutes

th

Home Watch Co-ordinator (Minute 08.11.03)
Resolved:

that to date, there has been no response from the Newsletter request for Home Watch
Co-ordinators for Utkinton and Cotebrook parishes.
Shrine – repair (Minute 12.07.17)
Still pending as The Chairman is unable to get response from mason Andy Wood and
will contact another mason. Suggestion of a fundraising event.

Chairman

Safety Concern – School Drop-off (Minute 08.11.05)
The Chairman to speak with the Headmaster at the school to resolve issue of traffic
congestion during school drop-off and pick up times.

Chairman

Junction Signs – discarded (Minute 08.11.05b)
One sign is still at top of Primrose Hill and needs removing.
Noted:

13.12.04

that Clerk to review with Chris Hodgson, Highways when flashing light is to be installed
on Quarry Bank. (Minute 12.07.08b)
Planning
No new applications for consideration.

Noted:
Noted:

that Permission granted for application at 7 croft Close – 11/01112/FUL
that Permission granted for application at The Old Post Office – 11/01883/FUL
that prior approval of the Local Planning Authority is not required for application at The
Old Barn, Rowley Farm – 11/04291/AGR

13.12.05

Highways

Noted:

that a) the parish will not be taking part in the Rocksalt bulk ordering system for Local
Councils as sent in correspondence.

Noted:
Noted:

that b) work has commenced on the resurfacing of Heath’s Lane with in the Utkinton
boundary.
that c) 40mph limit on A49 Cotebrook is in place but not mandatory and therefore
cannot be enforced by the police.

Clerk

d) Clerk to report on CW&C website that drain has sunk on John Street by Village Hall,
water not draining away, hazardous.
e) Clerk to report on CW&C website that light (no. 001) is out on Northgate, lower
corner of John Street.
f) Clerk to report on CW&C website that drains need cleaning out / are blocked by High
Billinge House up to Rowley Farm.
13.12.06
Noted:

Clerk
Clerk
Clerk

CW&C matters
that there is a website and telephone number available for reporting fly tipping:
http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/online_services/report_it/flytipping.a
spx
Phone 0300 123 7026

13.12.07

Working Groups

Noted:

that a) Further to the meeting on the 14 November at Malpas attended by Cllr
Needham, Cllr Tunney, Cllr M Stewart and Cllr Boyle the Neighbourhood Plan is not
financially viable for the Parish and the Parish Plan will be resurrected. A draft
questionnaire was circulated for comments and will be sent to all Councillors and put on
Parish website. Sarah Barton, Community Planning Officer is to attend the next Parish
Council meeting in January 2012. A Parish Plan will show that the Parish has thought
about what they want to do.

Cllr
Tunney /
Cllr M
Stewart /
Cllr Boyle

that b) All Councillors to provide an idea for the next Newsletter.
No feedback has been received from Newsletter, next Newsletter planned for February
/ March 2012 and summer in line with school events.

ALL

that Chairman to investigate with County Hall the implications of changing the name of
the Utkinton Parish Council to Utkinton & Cotebrook Parish Council.

Chairman

th

Noted:

Noted:

13.12.08

The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens inspections

Resolved

that Chairman report on the recent inspection of the Quarry and was received; all OK,
Quarry pit very dry.

13.12.09

Financial matters
a)
that the following net payments be approved:
D James
Salary – November (tax deducted)
D James
Expenses Sept-Nov 2011

Resolved:

£149.94
£117.65

Chairman

Clerk

b) Clerk has contacted Internal Auditor and has arranged next audit for January 2012
and complete finance handover with A Sanders.
c) Clerk and Cllr Hope-Terry to review 2011/12 budget and include expenditure spread
sheet for 2011.

13.12.10
Resolved:
Cheshire West
and Chester
Council

Clerk /
Cllr HopeTerry

Correspondence
that the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be
agreed.
04.11.11
11.11.11
15.11.11
17.11.11
18.11.11
18.11.11
21.11.11
22.11.11
23.11.11

Council Funding Schemes 2012 / 2013
Member Briefings 267 / 268 (Adult Social Care / Extra Care Housing)
Tenancy Strategy Consultation
Gypsy & Traveller – Frequently asked questions
November Bulletin (Edition 33)
Members Briefings 269 / 270 (Staff Terms & Conditions / Localism Act)
November Bulletin for Local Councils
Northwich Marina – resent 01.12.11
Country Park Community Day (for notice boards)

To Action
To note
To note
To note
To note
To note
To note
To note
To note

28.11.11
02.12.11

11.11.11
25.11.11
13.11.11

Members Briefings 271 (Cashless parking)
273 /274 / 275 / 276 / 277 - Community Budget Pilot / Technical
Reforms of Council Tax / Housing Strategy for England / Support for
Voluntary, Community and Faith Sectors / Supporting Social
Enterprises
TRO 375 - Heaths Lane, Delamere – road closure
Home Watch Co-ordinators Update wk 7.11.11
Home Watch Update 25.11.11 & 28.11.11
Community Supplies

11.11.11

Survey on Neighbourhood Plans

To Action

08.11.11
9.11.11

Vic Quayle

14.11.11
21.11.11
21.11.11
23.11.11
25.11.11
02.12.11
05.12.11
09.12.11
16.11.11

North Cheshire Network Update
th
North Cheshire Network meeting on 14 December (& reminder
01.12.11)
E-Bulletin – Various issues
Consultation on Technical Reform of Council Tax
Ordnance Survey Local Council Survey
Cheshire Association Newsletter
E-Bulletin 25th November
Local Council Pension Payments - Legal Update
2012 Training dates for Councillors / Chairman / Clerks
Digital Champions/Superfast Broadband
Localism Act 2011

To note
Cllr
Tunney
To note
To Action
To Action
To note
To note
To note
To note
To note
To note

CWcab

17.11.11

Impact Report

To note

21.11.11

Latest Edition of Northern Voice

To note

05.12.11
Cheshire Police
Rock Salt
Rural Services
Network

CCA
ChALC

National Housing
Federation (North)

Noted:

that suggestion of drop down box (Councillors only) on website for all correspondence as list
too long. Cllr Tunney to discuss with Cllr Hope-Terry.

Noted:

that Cheshire Forum meetings need to be resurrected as they were very informative. Cllr
Moore-Dutton to feedback on what has happened to them.

13.12.11
Noted:

Website / publicity
that Cllr Tunney reported on the Superfast Broadband (SFBD) consultative event attended
th
on 25 October in Sandiway. 10% response from the survey with everyone wanting the
upgrade. Stephen O’Brian is supporting which will possibly help with linking with CW&C
broadband plan and gaining CW&C support. Cllr Tunney to make a case for Council as need
help in rural areas. Feedback at next meeting on how items are progressing.

13.12.12

Next meeting

Resolved:

that the next meeting be held on Tuesday 10 January 2012 at Utkinton Village Hall at 7.30
pm.

13.12.13

Any points of interest

Noted:

that a) the receipt of Cllr Copland’s resignation as a Member of the Council. A vote of
sincere thanks to Cllr Copland given by Chairman and Councillors to be minuted.

th

To note
To note
To note
To note
To note
To note

Cllr
Tunney /
Cllr
HopeTerry
Cllr
MooreDutton

Cllr
Tunney
All

b) File containing all information regarding the paint for the phone box was given to Cllr
Barnes by Clerk.

Here being no further points of interest the meeting closed at 8.25pm.

Chairman

Date

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 10 JANUARY 2012 at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm

AGENDA
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting the
Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and/or seek clarification in relation to
relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (Time allocated – 15 minutes)
1.

Parish Plans – Sarah Baron, Community Led Planning Officer, Cheshire Community Action

2.

To receive apologies for absence and declarations of interest

3.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 13 December 2011 for signature as a correct record

4.

To consider matters arising on the minutes
a) Shrine – mason Andy Wood
b) Safety Concern- school drop off
c) Vacancy for a Parish Councillor

5.

To note any recent decisions made by Cheshire West and Chester on planning applications
in the parish, and to consider any new applications received

6.

To consider any highways matters

7.

To receive / respond to matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council
a) Progress with Parish Council name change to Utkinton & Cotebrook

8.

To receive progress reports from the following Working Groups:
a) Parish Plan
b) Quality Status
c) Newsletter – ideas from Councillors

9.

To receive reports on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and consider
any subsequent action required

10.

Finance matters:
a) to receive the 2nd quarter financial statement for July-Sept 2011 (attached)
b) agree accounts for payment (details to follow in corres. summary)
b) to review arrangements for Internal Auditor / finance handover with A. Sanders
c) to review budget for 2011/12 (to follow) prior to setting next year’s budget

11.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary to follow)

12.

To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity
a) SFBD update from Cllr Tunney

13.

To note the next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 14 February 2012 at 7.30pm
at Cotebrook Village Hall.

14.

Any points of interest

th

th

D. James – Clerk – 01/01/2012

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

For meeting 10/01/12

PAYEE

DESCRIPTION

NET (£)

VAT (£)

TOTAL (£)

D. James

Net Salary for January

149.94

0

149.94

Lambert Smith Hampton (Land adjoining Cotebrook)

Rent - United Utilities Water plc 01/11/11 to 31/10/12

50.00

0

50.00

The Post Office (HMRC)

Tax third quarter Oct-Dec 2011

117.50

0

117.50

CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED SINCE THE LAST MEETING
SENDER

1

2

DATE REC’D

DETAILS

RECOMMENDED
ACTION

15.12.11
16.12.11
16.12.11
20.12.11
21.12.11
21.12.11
21.12.11
03.01.12
03.01.12

To note
To note
To Attend
To note
To note
To note
To note
To note
To note

Cheshire Police

03.01.12
06.01.12
12.12.11

Partnerships Bulletin: December (Edition 34)
Community Governance Review
**LOCAL COUNCIL ASSEMBLY - 1 MARCH 2012**
December Bulletin for Local Councils
Low Energy Assessment Fund (LEAF)
STOP PRESS: COMMUNITY BUDGETS NEWS
Members' Briefing 278 - Whole Place Community Budget
Living Well Together: Joint Strategy Consultation
CW&C Members' briefings 279 / 280 / 281 / 282 - Budget consultation feedback / Fountains
Roundabout gas works / free insulation / Crisis funding
CW&C Members' briefing 283 - Standards and the Localism Act
Members' Briefing 284 - Telephone Warning System Trial
Home Watch Update

National Housing
Federation

16.12.11
22.12.11

Latest edition of Northern Voice
Northern Rural Housing Week 2012 - please get involved

To note
To note

13.12.11

Financial Update from NALC Audit and Accounts Advisor - Excessive Rises In Council Tax
and The Application of a Local Referendum.
E-Bulletin - 09 December 2011
Planning Explained - Local & Neighbourhood Plans
Rural Priorities for the Cheshire and Warrington LEP: informing the LEP Strategy meeting
th
(resp. before 27 Jan reqd.)
Repeal of the Local Government (Discretionary Payments) Regulations 1996

To note

Cheshire West &
Chester Council

ChALC

13.12.11
04.01.12
04.01.12
05.01.12

To note
To note
To note

To note
To note
Cllr Needham
To note

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL
th

on TUESDAY 10 JANUARY 2012 at 7.30 pm
Present:

Cllr G Stewart (Chairman), M Stewart, Cllrs R Barnes, T Boyle, A Needham, F
Tunney, G Hope-Terry

In attendance:

D James - Clerk
The meeting commenced with an allocated session during which members of the
public have the opportunity to raise any matter in relation to village and community
matters prior to the meeting.

10.01.01

Presentation by Sarah Baron, Community Led Planning Officer, Cheshire
Community Action (approx. 30 mins.) (sarah.baron@cheshireaction.org.uk,
www.cheshireaction.org.uk)

Noted:

that difficult to inspire people within the community, need to help people understand
that they can make a difference. A focal point is required in Utkinton and Cotebrook for
people to meet. Provocative questions on a flyer to generate a response. Starter and
Development Grants are available from ACRE (Action Communities Rural England) but
only until end of March 2012. Claire Jones and Sarah are both contactable on 01606
359731.

10.01.02

Apologies for absence

ACTION
Cllr K Platt, Cllr E Moore-Dutton (CW&C), PC Gigg (Cheshire Police)
Declarations of interest
No declarations of interest were made.
10.01.03

Minutes

Resolved:

that the minutes of the meeting held on 13 December 2011 be agreed and signed as
a correct record.

10.01.04

Matters arising from the minutes

th

a) Shrine – repair (Minute 12.07.17)
Still pending as Chairman and Cllr Barnes have contacted another mason Roger
Crimes and will feedback at next meeting.

Chairman /
Cllr Barnes

b) Safety Concern – School Drop-off (Minute 08.11.05)
The Chairman to speak with the Headmaster at the school to resolve issue of traffic
congestion during school drop-off and pick up times.

Chairman

c) Vacancy for a Parish Councillor
Noted:

that Clerk to place advert on notice boards and send to Cllr Hope-Terry to put on
website.
d) Junction Signs – discarded (Minute 08.11.05b)
One sign is still at top of Primrose Hill and needs removing.

10.01.05

Planning
No new applications for consideration.

10.01.06

Highways

Noted:

that Cllr Boyle informed everyone that drainage pipe in centre of A49 has been
blocked and the road needs to come up in order to fix the pipe and remove the
blockage.

Noted:

that Clerk to send a thank you email to Mike Powell, Highways, CW&C for his prompt
response to burst/sunken drain by the chapel and issue with Heath’s Lane over the
Christmas period.

Noted:

that Cllr M Stewart informed the Parish Council about the tree by the phone box in

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Cotebrook which came down and blocked Wet Lane (bridle path) during the recent
gales. Residents have chopped the remains in to large twigs and piled it on one side
of the brook which will encourage the Japanese knot weed to come back. It will cost
£75 to remove the large pile of twigs and cut down the remains of the tree or due to
the tree being unsafe, to cut it back to approx. three foot it will cost £200. The tree
has grown in to the overhead electric cables.
Resolved:

that Cllr M Stewart to contact the National Grid / Electricity Board to get them to cut
tree down.

Resolved:

that Cllr Boyle will ask her neighbours to move the large pile of twigs.

Cllr M Stewart

Cllr Boyle
10.01.07

CW&C matters

Noted:

a) Parish Council name change to Utkinton & Cotebrook
that the Clerk will contact CHALC to find out the Parish Council position on this issue,
what needs to be done, can the letterheads be changed, elections.

Noted:

that new refuse collection and bin system is to begin in June 2012. Cllr Tunney asked
question if the new bins are to be chipped. No mention of this in the current proposal.

Noted:

that if Cllr Moore-Dutton cannot attend the Parish Council meeting that it would be
possible to send an email to the Clerk on any matters arising within CW&C.

10.01.08

Working Groups

Noted:

that a) the Parish Plan questionnaire will be circulated by Cllr Tunney and put on the
website. Feedback at next meeting.

Clerk

Cllr MooreDutton / Clerk

Cllr Tunney

b) Quality Status is on-going with Clerk having first CiLCA support training session on
th
15 February 2012.
Noted:

that c) the next Newsletter will be ready by the end of February for distribution in
March. All Councillors gave ides on its content including, the Parish Plan questionnaire,
names/history of local houses i.e. Bumble Bee Cottage, newspaper archive website
information, provocative issues i.e. house building, lowest precept and why need to
raise more money.

10.01.09

The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens inspections

Resolved:

that Chairman’s and Cllr Barnes’ reports on the recent inspections of the Quarry and
the greens were received; all in hand, liaising with Derek Wright weekly regarding the
greens, and bills expected from Derek Wright for spraying nettles and tidying the
shrine.

10.01.10

Financial matters

Resolved:

a) that the 2

Resolved:

b) that the following net payments be approved:
D James
Salary – January (tax deducted)
Lambert Smith Hampton Rent, United Utilities land
The Post Office (HMRC) Tax third quarter Oct-Dec 2011

nd

Chairman/Cllr
Barnes

quarter financial statement for July-Sept 2011 was received.
£149.94
£ 50.00
£117.50

b) Clerk has contacted Internal Auditor and has arranged next audit for January 2012
and has completed the finance handover with A Sanders.
Resolved:

Cllr M Stewart
/ Cllr Boyle /
Cllr Tunney

Clerk

c) that the proposed budget for 2012/13, as amended, is adopted and the precept set
at 12.5%, an increase from 2011/12 budget due to SFB survey, Parish Plan and
cenotaph. Proposed by Cllr Hope-Terry and seconded by Cllr Tunney.

Noted:

that new signatory required due to Cllr Copland retiring, Cllr Needham will replace him.
Clerk to inform the bank in writing and obtain a form for Cllr Needham to complete.

Clerk

Noted:

that Clerk to request a precept from CW&C and complete and return it accordingly.

Clerk

Correspondence

10.01.11
Resolved:
Cheshire West
and Chester
Council

that the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be
agreed.
15.12.11 Partnerships Bulletin: December (Edition 34)
16.12.11 Community Governance Review
16.12.11 **LOCAL COUNCIL ASSEMBLY - 1 MARCH 2012** at Forrest Hills
20.12.11
21.12.11
21.12.11
21.12.11
03.01.12
03.01.12

Cheshire Police
National Housing
Federation (North)

ChALC

03.01.12
06.01.12
12.12.11
16.12.11
22.12.11
13.12.11
13.12.11
04.01.12
04.01.12
05.01.12

Noted:
Noted:

To note
To note
Chairman/ Cllr
Barnes/ Cllr
Needham
To note
To note
To note
To note
To note
To note

December Bulletin for Local Councils
Low Energy Assessment Fund (LEAF)
STOP PRESS: COMMUNITY BUDGETS NEWS
Members' Briefing 278 - Whole Place Community Budget
Living Well Together: Joint Strategy Consultation
CW&C Members' briefings 279 / 280 / 281 / 282 - Budget consultation
feedback / Fountains Roundabout gas works / free insulation / Crisis
funding
CW&C Members' briefing 283 - Standards and the Localism Act
Members' Briefing 284 - Telephone Warning System Trial
Home Watch Update

To note
To note
To note

Latest edition of Northern Voice
Northern Rural Housing Week 2012 - please get involved
Financial Update from NALC Audit and Accounts Advisor - Excessive
Rises In Council Tax and The Application of a Local Referendum.
E-Bulletin - 09 December 2011
Planning Explained - Local & Neighbourhood Plans
Rural Priorities for the Cheshire and Warrington LEP: informing the LEP
th
Strategy meeting at Reaseheath College (resp. before 27 Jan reqd.)
Repeal of the Local Government (Discretionary Payments) Regulations
1996

To note
To note
To note
To note
To note
Cllr Needham /
Chairman
To note

that a lady had her handbag, file and laptop stolen from her car parked at Willington Hall.
The Chairman found the handbag and file dumped in a hedge and reported the incident to
PC Gigg for the Home Watch report.
that other correspondence received by the Chairman requesting a donation for the Air
Ambulance was declined.

10.01.12

Website / publicity

Noted:

that Cllr Hope-Terry will update the website with precept information.
th

Cllr Tunney gave an update on Superfast Broadband (SFBD) and is meeting on Friday 13
January with Chris Capes from CW&C, to feedback at the next meeting. At least 40% of
households need to support the Parish Council which is approximately 100 houses. Progress
is being made, suggestion of using members of the website. Cllr Tunney to circulate by email
process for finding the broadband line speed for your home.
10.01.13

Next meeting

Resolved:

that the next meeting be held on Tuesday 14 February 2012 at Cotebrook Village Hall at
7.30 pm.

10.01.14

Any points of interest
a) Cllr Barnes informed the Councillors of the terrible cycling accident near Fisher’s Green /
Utkinton Road on New Year’s Eve and asked that a street light be requested. Clerk to put
request on CW&C website.

Cllr HopeTerry
Cllr Tunney

th

All

Clerk

Here being no further points of interest the meeting closed at 9.30pm.

Chairman

Date

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 14 FEBRUARY 2012 at COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm

AGENDA
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting the
Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and/or seek clarification in relation to
relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (Time allocated – 15 minutes)

1.

To receive apologies for absence and declarations of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 10 January 2012 for signature as a correct record

3.

To consider matters arising on the minutes
a) shrine – mason Andy Wood
b) safety Concern- school drop off
c) vacancy for a Parish Councillor

4.

To note any recent decisions made by Cheshire West and Chester on planning applications
in the parish, and to consider any new applications received

5.

To consider any highways matters
a) update on tree by phone box
b) response from Geoff Powell, CW&C regarding street lighting along Utkinton Road

6.

To receive / respond to matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council
a) update on Parish Council name change to Utkinton & Cotebrook

7.

To receive progress reports from the following Working Groups:
a) Parish Plan
b) Newsletter

8.

To receive reports on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and consider
any subsequent action required

9.

Finance matters:
a) to receive the 3rd quarter financial statement for Oct-Dec 2011 (attached)
b) agree accounts for payment (details to follow in corres. summary)
c) confirmation of precept form & budget for 2012-13
d) new signatory forms from bank to be completed and signed by Cllr Copland

10.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary to follow)

11.

To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity
a) SFBD update from Cllr Tunney

12.

To note the next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 13 March 2012 at 7.30pm at
Utkinton Village Hall.

13.

Any points of interest

th

th

D. James – Clerk – 06/02/2012

PAYEE

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
DESCRIPTION

NET (£)

VAT (£)

TOTAL (£)

D. James

Net Salary for February

187.74

37.60

150.14

Cheshire Association of Local Councils

8 x Planning Explained Booklets

06.00

0

06.00

Upper Bridge Enterprises

Website licence fee and UK domain

149.50

29.90

179.40

For meeting 14/02/12

CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED SINCE THE LAST MEETING
SENDER

1

Cheshire West & Chester
Council

DATE
REC’D

12.01.12
12.01.12
16.01.12

DETAILS

RECOMMENDED
ACTION

Parish & Town Councils – pensions
Hackney Carriage (taxi) Consultation - 16 January to 16 April 2012
CW&C Members' Briefings 285 / 286 / 287 / 288 - Northwich Gyratory / Predetermination & Localism Act / Adult Social

To note
To Respond
To Note

Care Survey Results / Blacon Asset Management Company

17.01.12
20.01.12
20.01.12
23.01.12
27.01.12
29.01.12
30.01.12
02.02.12
03.02.12
03.02.12
06.02.12
07.02.12
10.02.12

Partnerships Bulletin: Edition 35 (January)
Cheshire West and Chester - Community Governance Review – rtnd. by 27/01/12
*January Bulletin For Local Councils
CW&C Members' Briefings 289 / 290 - Heritage crime / Special expenses
CW&C Members' Briefings 291 / 292 - Warm Homes / Early Support Centres
New shuttle bus and Arriva bus timetables (via post)
CW&C Members' Briefing 293 - Rural Housing Week
Connecting Communities Event Wednesday 7th March 2012
West Cheshire Together - LSP Briefing Note
CW&C Members' Briefings 294/295 - Website Development / Private Rented Sector Research
Local leaders – Olympic Games
CW&C Members' Briefing 296 - Winter Maintenance
CWaC Members' Briefings - 297 / 298 / 299 / 300 / 301 / 302 - Our Community Survey Results / Dog Control Orders /
Home Watch Police Inspector update WESTERN RURAL ( VALE ROYAL ) 09 , 20 , 23 Jan. & 06.02.12

To note
To note
To Attend-no
To note
Actioned
To Attend-no
To note
To note
To note
Cllr Needham
To note
To Respond
To note
Cllr Tunney
To Respond
To Respond –
mixed views
To Action

Social Housing Consultation / No Second Night Out for Rough Sleepers / Adult Social Care Survey / Hryre Launch
th

th

rd

2

Cheshire Police

Updates

3

National Housing Federation

4

ChALC

5

Cheshire Fire Brigades /Union

6

Cheshire Community Action

7

Tarporley County High School

12.01.12
02.02.12
10.01.12
11.01.12
18.01.12
20.01.12
27.01.12
02.02.12
03.02.12
10.02.12
12.01.12
16.01.12
16.01.12
19.01.12
16.01.12

Latest edition of Northern Voice
North West Leadership Conference - Manchester, 16 March 2012
Future of Standards - Localism Act 2011
Royal Garden Party 22nd May 2012 – response required by 27/01/12
nd
Vale Royal Area Meeting – 2 February 2012
E-bulletin - 20 January 2012
CW&C Consultation on Double Taxation
By post: Paper copy of ChALC Newsletter for distribution at meeting
th
CPRE Planning Event on 30 March at Middlewich Civic Hall
nd
Vale Royal Area Meeting Mins from 2 February 2012
Letter to Councillors – Fire Brigades Union
Cheshire Fire Authority response to FBU Letter on NW Fire Control
Connecting Communities event 7th March 2012 invitation
By post: Community Pride Competition 2012 application pack - no
Academy Consultation at Tarporley High School & 6th Form College & Wider Community meeting 22/02/12

8

Bill, Cotebrook Church Warden

19.01.12

By post: Letter requesting £150 (or more) towards up keep of church yard.

To note
To note
To note
To note
To note
To note
To note
Cllr Tunney
To note
To note
To Action - no
To note
To note

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON
th

TUESDAY 13 MARCH 2012 at UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL at 7.30pm

AGENDA
In accordance with the Council standing orders, prior to commencing the formal business of the meeting the
Chairman will invite any member of the public present to raise questions and/or seek clarification in relation to
relevant matters pertaining to the Council. (Time allocated – 15 minutes)

1.

To receive apologies for absence and declarations of interest

2.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 14 February 2012 for signature as a correct record

3.

To consider matters arising on the minutes
a) Jubilee celebrations

4.

To note any recent decisions made by Cheshire West and Chester on planning applications
in the parish, and to consider any new applications received

5.

To consider any highways matters
a) update on request for street lighting along Utkinton Road

6.

To receive / respond to matters relating to Cheshire West and Chester Council
a) update on Parish Council name change to Utkinton & Cotebrook

7.

To receive progress reports from the following Working Groups:
a) Parish Plan
b) Newsletter

8.

To receive reports on the inspections of The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens and consider
any subsequent action required

9.

Finance matters:
a) agree accounts for payment (details to follow in corres. summary)
b) confirmation of budget for 2012-13 with Cllr Hope-Terry
c) confirmation new signatory forms from bank have been completed and signed by Cllr Copland

10.

To consider correspondence received since the last meeting (summary to follow)

11.

To receive an update on the website and to agree any items for publicity
a) SFBD update from Cllr Tunney

12.

To note the next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 10 April 2012 (including
Annual Parish meeting) at 7.30pm at Cotebrook Village Hall.

13.

Any points of interest
a) agree meeting dates for 2012-13 for notice board

th

th

D. James – Clerk – 05/03/2012

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

For meeting 13/03/12

PAYEE

DESCRIPTION

NET (£)

VAT (£)

TOTAL (£)

D. James

Net Salary for February

187.74

37.60

150.14

D. James

Expenses for Dec 2011-Feb 2012

Mr Derek Wright

82.33

82.33

Gardening & work done to date on Greens & Quarry

425.00

425.00

St Helen’s Parochial Church Council

Donation towards the upkeep of Cotebrook grave yard

150.00

150.00

Cheshire Association of Local Councils

CiLCA Support Session on 06.03.12

30.00

30.00

CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED SINCE THE LAST MEETING
SENDER

1

Cheshire West & Chester
Council

2

Cheshire Police

3

ChALC

4

Cheshire Community Action

5

Tarporley Parish Council

DATE
REC’D

DETAILS

RECOMMENDED
ACTION

15.02.12
17.02.12
17.02.12
27.02.12
06.03.12
06.03.12
09.03.12
Updates

BY POST: Jubilee Toolkit
PARTNERSHIPS WEST: EDITION 36 (FEBRUARY)
Email from Ewan McHenry CW&C re: New Waste Collection Service
Standardised School Year Consultation - Town/Parish Councils
Agricultural land at Heath Green, Utkinton – HELP
SAG Workshop (support for Jubilee celebrations)
Awareness Day for the Older Road User
Home Watch Police Inspector update WESTERN RURAL ( VALE ROYAL ), 27.02.12

To note
To note
Chairman
To respond
To repond
To note
To note

23.02.12

Government fast-tracks General Power of Competence to permit prayers at council meetings

To note

20.02.12

North Cheshire Network Meeting Invite - 16th March in Northwich – postponed until April 2012

To Respond

01.03.12

Greenfield sites at risk in Cheshire West and Chester

To note

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL
th

on TUESDAY 13 MARCH 2012 at 7.30 pm
Present:

Cllr G Stewart (Chairman), Cllrs M Stewart, R Barnes, A Needham, F Tunney, G
Hope-Terry, T Boyle.

In attendance:

D James – Clerk
The meeting commenced with an allocated session during which members of the
public have the opportunity to raise any matter in relation to village and community
matters prior to the meeting.

13.03.01

Apologies for absence

ACTION

Cllr K Platt. Cllr Moore-Dutton and PC G Gigg (Cheshire Police) were unable to
attend.
13.03.02

Minutes
th

Resolved:

that the minutes of the meeting held on 14 February 2012 be agreed and signed as
a correct record.

13.03.03

Matters arising from the minutes
a) Jubilee Celebrations

Resolved:
Noted:

that community meeting to discuss ideas and people involvement is to be held 7pm
th
on Tuesday 20 March at Cotebrook Village Hall, notice for website and notice boards
was distributed and Jubilee Toolkit received from CW&C was given to Cllr M Stewart.
that as discussed in February meeting, Cllr Moore-Dutton would contribute £250
towards the Utkinton Parish Council Queens Jubilee celebrations.

Noted:

b) Chairman meeting with Utkinton School (minute 08.11.05)
that the Chairman has met with the temporary school Headmaster regarding parking
issues and community use (during holidays and weekends) of the school’s playing
facilities. Meeting resulted in a positive outcome.

13.03.04

Planning

Resolved:

Resolved:

Noted:

The following application was considered:
a) Monarchy Hall Farm, Utkinton (11/03781/EXT) - Extension of time, 08-1664-FUL
Demolition of existing former barn and replacement with new residential out building.
that the Parish Council has no objections to this application.
b) Land Adjacent to Cotebrook Shire Horse Centre (12/00178/FUL) – workers
dwelling
Erection of agricultural / equestrian workers dwelling and new access.
that the Parish Council has no objections to this application but would wish to see
that condition 4.11 in the Dowd Planning Design and Access Statement is upheld as
it is very important.
c) Application for 100 houses, Nantwich Road, Tarporley (Minute 08.11.04)
that Cllr Needham, the Chairman and Cllr Barnes gave feedback from
th
Neighbourhood Planning meeting they attended on 19 March where this application
was discussed. The application is contrary to Parish Plan for Tarporley and CW&C
do not appear to have a plan in place. Fox Developments already have permission
for 150 houses in Cuddington.
CW&C built 957 houses per year between 2003-2009; the new government
legislation proposes approx. 4227 houses to be built, per year over the next five
years. Cllr Moore-Dutton spoke well at the meeting in opposition. No statutory
objections were received against the development from the Fire Brigade, Highways,
or other authorities. In summary no strong case for rejection was received. Only 1000
residents (38%) rejected the application. Localism Bill and new government planning
proposals are two different acts, and new proposals are changing to default and will
only be rejected when a substantial argument against an application is made.

Cllr Tunney
/ Clerk

13.03.05

Highways
a) Request for street lighting, Utkinton Road

Noted:
Noted:

Noted:

13.03.06
Noted:

13.03.07

that there has been no response to the letter the Chairman sent to Geoff Powell at
CW&C requesting additional street lighting along Utkinton Road.
that Clerk to enter the following issues on to the CW&C website: i) Gateway at United
Utilities water treatment works has sunk. ii) Road and pavement cleaner request for
Utkinton and Cotebrook. iii) Two dis-guarded road signs are still top of road by
Primrose Wood, need reinstating or removing.
that Cllr Boyle raised concerns regarding the 40mph speed limit in Cotebrook, the
notice implies the limit will only be between Mill Pool Lane and Eaton lane, but the
limit needs to go past the Fox & Barrel pub. Also, when road works are completed
outside the Alvanley Arms pub the 40mph limit will be mandatory. Clerk to check on
website and clarify.

Clerk

Clerk

CW&C matters
a) Update on Parish Council name change to Utkinton and Cotebrook
that due to no response from the residents of Utkinton and Cotebrook to the notice
issued on the notice boards and website, the Clerk will inform CW&C Legal
Department of the Parish Council intentions.

Clerk

Working Groups
a) Parish Plan
th
Cllr Tunney gave feedback on the Connecting Communities event on 7 March where
he received a very informative booklet about Utkinton and Cotebrook. Cllr M Stewart,
Cllr Boyle and Cllr Tunney will produce a plan / time table including deadlines and
actions for the Parish. Preference for all the Councillors to talk to the residents.

Noted:
Noted:
Noted:

b) Newsletter
that the Newsletter has been distributed, although not all Councillors contributed as
requested in February meeting. Next newsletter to be drafted by end of April /
beginning of May in time to raise awareness for Jubilee celebrations.
that the Red Legged Partridges have been spotted within the Parish and photos have
been received.
that a local resident (Mrs Hyde) has had a disturbing phone call and wanted to know
the contact number and name of local police man/woman. Raise awareness of police
contact number which is 101.

13.03.08

The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens inspections

Resolved:

that Chairman’s and Cllr Barnes’ reports on the recent inspections of the Quarry and
the greens were received. The Quarry water level is low. The broken table and bench
(minute 14.02.08) at the Greens have still not been fixed.
that a bill for making the tree in Cotebrook safe & removing the material has been
received from Derek Wright for £200. And a bill for tidying up the war memorial has
been received from Roger Crimes for £180.
that the Chairman presented the Notice for Tender for grass cutting / maintenance
within the Parish. Clerk to give copies to Cllr Boyle, Cllr Needham and Cllr Barnes for
th
distribution as all tenders must be received by Friday 30 March 2012.
that Clerk to write a thank you letter to Friends of Tirley (c/o Cllr Barnes) for £300
donation received in September 2010 for upkeep of the shrine as original thank you
letter is presumed to have been incorrectly sent to Tirley Garth Company.

Noted:
Noted:
Noted:

13.03.09

Financial matters

Resolved:

a) that the following net payments be approved:
D James
Salary – January (tax deducted)
D James
Expenses for Dec 2011 – Feb 2012
Mr Derek Wright
Gardening & work on Greens & Quarry
St Helen’s Church
Donation for upkeep of Cotebrook grave yard
ChALC
CiLCA support session on 06.03.12

Resolved:
Resolved:

£150.14
£ 82.33
£425.00
£150.00
£ 30.00

that Cllr M Stewart received a cheque for £43.48 due to expenses incurred in
producing the newsletter.
b) that the proposed budget for 2012/13 as amended, be adopted.

Clerk
Clerk

Noted:

c) that the Clerk amended the change of signatory forms for Cllr Needham, who will
take them to Natwest bank for authorisation.
Correspondence

13.03.10
Resolved:

that the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be
agreed.

Cheshire West &
Chester Council

Cheshire Police

Cheshire
Community Action
Tarporley Parish
Council

13.03.11
Noted:

15.02.12
17.02.12
17.02.12
27.02.12
06.03.12
06.03.12
09.03.12
Updates
23.02.12

ChALC

Noted:

20.02.12
01.03.12

BY POST: Jubilee Toolkit
PARTNERSHIPS WEST: EDITION 36 (FEBRUARY)
Email from Ewan McHenry CW&C re: New Waste Collection Service
Standardised School Year Consultation - Town/Parish Councils
Agricultural land at Heath Green, Utkinton – HELP
SAG Workshop (support for Jubilee celebrations)
Awareness Day for the Older Road User
Home Watch Police Inspector update Western Rural (Vale Royal),
27.02.12
Government fast-tracks General Power of Competence to permit prayers
at council meetings
North Cheshire Network Meeting Invite - 16th March in Northwich –
postponed until April 2012
Greenfield sites at risk in Cheshire West and Chester

To note
To note
Chairman
To respond
To respond
To note
To note
To note
To Respond
To note

that further to correspondence received from Jill Faulkner, CW&C, requesting help in
locating/identifying the land ‘owner’ of agricultural land at Heath Green, that it would be a
conflict of interests if Utkinton Parish councillors were to assist in this matter due to being
acquainted with said ‘owner’. Clerk to reply to CW&C accordingly.

Clerk

Website / publicity
a) SFBD and website update from Cllr Tunney
that Cllr Tunney informed the councillors that he wishes to progress with options for a
Website Management System further to correspondence received from Upper Bridge
Enterprises who provide Utkinton Parish Council website licence and UK domain.
Also, at Connecting Communities meeting, it was suggested that using twitter, facebook
and wordpress as key methods of getting information to and from people.
Still very poor response to survey only 29 received after re-distribution. Possibility of taking
questionnaire to Farm Shop for more responses.

13.03.12

Next meeting

Resolved:

that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 10 April 2012 (including Annual Parish
meeting) at Cotebrook Village hall at 7.30pm.

13.03.13

Any Points of interest
st
a) the Chairman gave feedback on Local Council Assembly meeting attended on 1 March
2012 with Cllr Needham and Cllr Barnes. Informative on how to be a good councillor,
Standards Committee recognised that the standard regulations no longer exist/apply.
Instead of one document that suits all 98 Parish Council’s, each Parish will have to
produce their own document or adopt the new document CW&C produces.
that The Chairman proposed that Utkinton Parish Council to adopt CW&C document. Also
suggested this type of document should be produced by ChALC.
The Chairman informed the councillors that it is unclear who is going to manage the
devolvement process of the services to Parish Councils by CW&C as there is no town
council in Chester. Also, special expenses are going to be reviewed.

Noted:

Cllr Needham

th

Here being no further points of interest the meeting closed at 9.30pm.

Chairman

Date

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL held in COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL
th

on TUESDAY 14 FEBRUARY 2012 at 7.30 pm
Present:

Cllr G Stewart (Chairman), Cllrs M Stewart, R Barnes, A Needham, F Tunney, Cllr
Moore-Dutton

In attendance:

D James – Clerk
The meeting commenced with an allocated session during which members of the public
have the opportunity to raise any matter in relation to village and community matters
prior to the meeting.

14.02.01

Apologies for absence

ACTION

Cllrs G Hope-Terry, T Boyle, K Platt. PC G Gigg (Cheshire Police) was unable to attend.
14.02.02

Minutes

Resolved:

that the minutes of the meeting held on 10 January 2012 be agreed and signed as a
correct record.

14.02.03

Matters arising from the minutes

th

a) Shrine – repair (Minute 12.07.17)
Noted:

that work on the shrine by mason Roger Crimes will be completed within the next two
weeks for a charge of £180.
b) Safety Concern – School Drop-off (Minute 08.11.05)
The Chairman’s appointment with the Headmaster at the school to resolve issue of
traffic congestion during school drop-off and pick up times has been postponed until a
new headmaster has been appointed after half term.
c) Vacancy for a Parish Councillor

Noted:

that Clerk to place advert on notice boards and send to Cllr Tunney to put on website.

14.02.04

Planning
No new applications for consideration.

Noted:

that CW&C decision on Tarporley development for one hundred houses on Nantwich
Road (Minute 08.11.04) was not received on time due to lack of response from the
developer regarding traffic issue, so first application has gone to appeal. A new /
st
second application has been made to be decided on by 21 February 2012.

14.02.05

Highways

Clerk

a) Update on tree by phone box in Cotebrook
Noted:

that Derek Wright is to tidy up the twigs. Remainder of the tree is to be left due to £200
bill to have it cut back to approx. three foot. Cllr M Stewart contacted the National Grid /
Electricity Board regarding the tree growing in to the overhead cables but they do not
see it as a problem.
b) Response from CW&C re. street lighting, Utkinton Road
Geoff Powell, Highways Dept., CW&C informed the Clerk that there is no budget for new
street lighting and a letter requesting new street lights including reasons why should be
sent from the Parish Council to CW&C.

Noted:

that the Chairman will draft a letter to Geoff Powell at CW&C requesting additional
street lighting along Utkinton Road.

14.02.06

CW&C matters

Noted:

a) Parish Council name change to Utkinton & Cotebrook
that further to the response received from ChALC the Clerk will draft a notice for the
notice boards, farm shop and website to residents of Utkinton and Cotebrook including
the history and reasons for name change including a response date.

Chairman

Clerk

14.02.07

Noted:

Noted:
Resolved:

Noted:

Working Groups
a) Parish Plan
Cllr Tunney informed the council how enjoyable and robust the Parish Plan session in
Eaton was, a lot of support from Eaton, good example of what Utkinton parish Council
should be doing. Little Budworth also attended, both parishes are also too small to do a
Neighbourhood Plan and to go ahead with a Parish Plan. A draft plan is to be produced
and communicated with everyone in the parishes, requesting their input.
that a time table including deadlines and actions is to be produced for Utkinton.
Preference for all three Parishes to go and talk to residents as individual Parishes.
Looking to complete visits before end of summer / autumn for publication in winter.
Include an official meeting with Councillors. Suggestion of linking in with Queens Jubilee
th
celebrations. Also include in next Newsletter. Suggestion to also include Tarporley 6
Form students when visiting local residents.
that clerk to send to all Councillors the CW&C website link for Jubilee street party
information/funding which is:
www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk.jubilee
that Cllr Moore-Dutton will contribute £250 towards the Utkinton Parish Council Queens
Jubilee celebrations as also contributing to Tarporley Parish Council Jubilee
celebrations. Utkinton Parish Council will arrange an event to commemorate the Queens
Diamond Jubilee. Preference for flag pole/s and plaque/s (Union Jack flags) in both
Utkinton and Cotebrook parishes. Suggestion of planting a tree and cream teas instead
of a BBQ on Rose Farm car park.
that the Chairman will do costing’s and format for such an event.
b) Newsletter
Articles (i.e. red legged partridges) still required from all Councillors for next Newsletter.
Draft copy of newsletter will be available end of February and agreed at the next
meeting.

14.02.08

The Quarry and the Cotebrook Greens inspections

Resolved:

that Chairman’s and Cllr Barnes’ reports on the recent inspections of the Quarry and the
greens were received; Derek Wright to fix a broken table at the Greens without any
charge.

Noted:

that two bills from Derek Wright have been received for £275 and £150 for work done to
date. Suggestion for a monthly charge and the Chairman will write a schedule for all
work required i.e. both greens to be cut once per month.

14.02.09

Financial matters

Resolved:

a) that the 3 quarter financial statement for Oct-Dec 2011 was received. Clerk to
include costs likely to occur against the budget on next financial statement.

Resolved:

b) that the following net payments be approved:
D James
Salary – January (tax deducted)
ChALC
8 x Planning Explained Booklets
Upper Bridge Enterprises Website licence fee and UK domain

rd

Clerk

Cllr MooreDutton

Chairman

ALL

Chairman

Clerk

£150.14
£ 06.00
£179.40

Noted:

that Clerk has contacted Internal Auditor and has arranged next audit for end of financial
year March 2012 due to the low number of transactions.

Noted:

c) that the proposed budget for 2012/13 be put on the next agenda for discussion with
Cllr Hope-Terry and Clerk.

Cllr HopeTerry / Clerk

Noted:

that the Clerk gave a new signatory form to Cllr Needham to complete and return it to
the Natwest bank.

Cllr Needham

Noted:

that the Clerk has returned the Precept form to CW&C for the amount of £5,450.

Resolved:

That Cllr Moore-Dutton has funding available for the Newsletter (£159), the Parish Plan
and paint for the telephone box.

Cllr MooreDutton

14.02.10
Resolved:

Cheshire West
& Chester
Council

Correspondence
that the correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be
agreed.

12.01.12
12.01.12
16.01.12

Parish & Town Councils – pensions
Hackney Carriage (taxi) Consultation - 16 January to 16 April 2012
CW&C Members' Briefings 285 / 286 / 287 / 288 - Northwich Gyratory /

To note
To Respond
To Note

Predetermination & Localism Act / Adult Social Care Survey Results / Blacon Asset
Management Company

17.01.12
20.01.12
20.01.12
23.01.12
27.01.12
29.01.12
30.01.12
02.02.12
03.02.12
03.02.12

Partnerships Bulletin: Edition 35 (January)
Cheshire West and Chester - Community Governance Review – rtnd. by
27/01/12
*January Bulletin For Local Councils
CW&C Members' Briefings 289 / 290 - Heritage crime / Special expenses
CW&C Members' Briefings 291 / 292 - Warm Homes / Early Support Centres
By post: New shuttle bus and Arriva bus timetables
CW&C Members' Briefing 293 - Rural Housing Week
Connecting Communities Event Wednesday 7th March 2012
West Cheshire Together - LSP Briefing Note
CW&C Members' Briefings 294/295 - Website Development / Private Rented Sector
Research

06.02.12
07.02.12
10.02.12

Local leaders – Olympic Games
CW&C Members' Briefing 296 - Winter Maintenance
CWaC Members' Briefings - 297 / 298 / 299 / 300 / 301 / 302 - Our Community

To note
To note
To note
To note
To note
Distributed
To note
Cllr Tunney
To note
To note
Clerk to rspnd.
To note
To note

Survey Results / Dog Control Orders / Social Housing Consultation / No Second Night Out for
Rough Sleepers / Adult Social Care Survey / Hryre Launch

Cheshire Police

Updates

Nat’l. Housing
Federation

12.01.12
02.02.12

ChALC

Cheshire Fire
Brigades
/Union
Cheshire
Community
Action
Tarporley
County High
School
Bill, Cotebrook
Church
Warden

10.01.12
11.01.12
18.01.12
20.01.12
27.01.12
28.01.12

Home Watch Police Inspector update WESTERN RURAL (VALE ROYAL)
th
th
rd
09 , 20 , 23 Jan. & 06.02.12
Latest edition of Northern Voice
North West Leadership Conference - Manchester, 16 March 2012

02.02.12
03.02.12
10.02.12
12.01.12
16.01.12

Future of Standards - Localism Act 2011
Royal Garden Party 22nd May 2012 – response required by 27/01/12
nd
Vale Royal Area Meeting – 2 February 2012
E-bulletin - 20 January 2012
CW&C Consultation on Double Taxation
By post: Area meeting proposals / consultation documents comments
required.
By post: Paper copy of ChALC Newsletter for distribution at meeting
th
CPRE Planning Event on 30 March at Middlewich Civic Hall
nd
Vale Royal Area Meeting Mins from 2 February 2012
Letter to Councillors – Fire Brigades Union
Cheshire Fire Authority response to FBU Letter on NW Fire Control

16.01.12
19.01.12

Connecting Communities event 7th March 2012 invitation
By post: Community Pride Competition 2012 application pack

16.01.12

Academy Consultation at Tarporley High School & 6th Form College &
Wider Community meeting 22/02/12

19.01.12

By post: Letter requesting £150 (or more) towards up keep of church
yard.

Noted:

that all correspondence to be filtered by Cllr Needham to reduce amount received by
Councillors.

14.02.11

Website / publicity

Noted:

that Some forums can be linked to Utkinton Parish Council website on a moderated basis.
a) SFBD update from Cllr Tunney
Poor response to survey on 27 received therefore missed the deadline, found most people
disgusted that they are paying for a service they are not getting. Survey will be distributed

To note
To note
To note
To note
Actioned
To note
To note
To note
The Chairman
Distributed
Cllr Needham
To note
To note
To note
Cllr Tunney
To Respond No
Mixed views
Clerk to
acknowledge

Cllr Needham /
Clerk

again and put on website.
14.02.12

Next meeting

Resolved:

that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 13 March 2012 at Utkinton Village hall at
7.30pm.

14.02.13

Any Points of interest

th

a) Cllr Barnes raised the issue of Tirley Lane, burst water main has been fixed but road is a
mess and needs tidying, CW&C are due to come back to resolve the problem.

Here being no further points of interest the meeting closed at 9.30pm.

Chairman

Date

UTKINTON PARISH COUNCIL
CHAIRMANS ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2011
COVERING UTKINTON AND COTEBROOK VILLAGES
During the year we have had 12 Parish Council meetings on the second Tuesday of each month, alternating between
the venues of Cotebrook and Utkinton Village Halls. Local residents are most welcome to attend these meetings and
we have an open 15 minutes prior to the formal Parish meeting, when residents can express their views and raise
items of local concern and interest. I do encourage residents to attend, it is your Parish Council and you are
welcome to participate. Dates and agenda’s are posted on local community notice boards and on the Parish Council
web site www.utkintoncotebrook.org.uk
PLANNING – The Parish Council has dealt with very few planning applications during 2011 – not any for the building
of a new house, only extensions. However, Parish Council was concerned over the proposed development of a
hundred houses on Nantwich Road, Tarporley. As you maybe aware, under a review of boundaries in the Cheshire
West and Chester, by the Boundary Commission. The old County Council Ward of Eddisbury was redefined – a new
ward Tarporley was created (Tarporley PC, Ruston PC, Little Budworth PC and Utkinton and Cotebrook PC).
Tarporley is seen by many as our ‘hub’, where we source many services. The Building of a hundred houses does not
just ‘fit-in ‘and does have repercussions when trying to park, access the Medical Centre and go shopping. We were
very surprised that after Tarporley PC opposition and their alternative proposal, drawn up under the Localism
initiative was rejected and the hundred house building approved by Cheshire West and Chester Planning Committee.
It would appear that we may be in for a massive drive by developers to build more houses. Utkinton and Cotebrook
must keep a good look out for what may lie ahead.
HIGHWAYS – The roads and lanes around Cotebrook and Utkinton are a constant concern. We have found that in
general we get a good response – not all can be achieved as the Highways Department have many priorities and
have to allocate on a limited cost base. We continue to report to CW&C Highways Web site – potholes and
resurfacing concerns. Last year we highlighted the very poor state of the road of Heaths Lane. We were very
pleased to see that Highways carried out major resurfacing work and that the lower end of Heaths Lane is very much
improved.
A49 COTEBROOK – Local people, with the full support of the Parish Council have campaigned for a mandatory speed
limited of 40mpm through the village. This has now been achieved. We encourage local residents to report highway
matters direct using the Highways Web site. www.engvr@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk - It is easy to use.
VILLAGE GREENS COTEBROOK AND QUARRY WOOD UTKINTON - Your Council continues to look after these village
assets. We believe that the Greens at Cotebrook are a good asset to the villagers and we will continue to keep
these, with residents support, in a satisfactory condition. The Quarry Wood at Utkinton is maintained as “a haven
for wildlife” it is our intention to keep it in a tidy but in a wild state. Another asset is the War Memorial Shrine in
Utkinton which records the names of seven who gave their lives to two World Wars. Last year we reported that the
Shrine, 89 years old, needed some repair work. This has now been successfully completed. The Parish Council is
very grateful to the Friends of Tirley Garth for a generous donation for the upkeep of the Shrine.

The Parish Council continues to give donations to Cotebrook and Utkinton Village Halls – a donation is given to St.
John and the Holy Cross Church at Cotebrook for the upkeep of the graveyard.

FINANCIAL – Your Parish Council operates on a very low precept one of the lowest in Cheshire. The accounts are
subject to an annual external audit. Over the previous three years the precept has only risen by 2.25% pa. In
addition to our normal activities we have introduced a Newsletter, we have started work on a Parish Plan – this is an
important document in these current times as it gives the community in a say in its development. We are also
campaigning to have Super Fast Broadband delivered to the Villages. However the current rate of income is
insufficient to fund these – we have decided therefore to raise the precept for 2012/2013 by £600.
WEB SITE – The Council continues to operate its own web site. Please take a look if you have not done so
www.utkintoncotebrook.org.uk. I would like to thank Cllr Hope-Terry of Cotebrook for his efforts in updating
and managing the web site.
QUALITY COUNCIL AND PARISH PLAN – We have started these initiatives in 2010/2011 and we continue to make
good progress – this is not an overnight operation –and takes time and commitment.
SUPERFAST BROADBAND - The Council has started a campaign to achieve this but we DO need a demand of 40%
from local residents. We thank those of you who have made a return but we still need to reach the 40%. Cllr. Frank
Tunney is heading this campaign – he is carrying out a first class job but needs all our support to make it happen.
NEWSLETTER - Our first Newsletter was circulated by Parish Councillors to every home in Utkinton and Cotebrook in
March 2011 a second Newsletter was circulated in November 2011 and a third in February 2012. We believe that
they are very well received. We would like to thank Cllr. Maggie Stewart for all the time she puts into this.
CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL - Two seminars have been held by Cheshire West and Chester to
communicate with Parish Councils on the way forward for the Borough Council. These have been attended by
representatives of your Parish Council. These have been well organised events and gave local Parishes the
opportunity to have their say. We appreciate the attendance at our council meetings of Cllr. Eveleigh Moore-Dutton,
the Tarporley Ward Representative (of which we are part) and the support she has given to us over the past year.
In conclusion, I would like to thank my fellow Parish councillors for their support during 2011 and the work they have
done on behalf of the local residents. Councillor Roger Barnes has returned to the Council after a short time of
leave. Cllr. Peter Copeland has stood down and we thank him for his many years of service. Cllr. Karen Platt took
some leave and we happy to record that Mr and Mrs Platt (Karen and Steven) are now proud parents to Charlotte.
I would like to thank Cllr. Geoff Hope-Terry for bringing his financial skills in helping us to formulate our annual
budgets.
Also thank you to Cllr. Andrew Needham for finding the time to attend Cheshire West and Chester communication
seminars which keeps us up to date on what is happening in the Borough which may affect us.
We have been joined on the Council by Mr Frank Tunney – Cllr Tunney is very knowledgeable on IT and Computer
applications. The Parish Council is instantly benefitting from these.
We have new Parish Clerk – Debbie James – who has settled in very well to the role.
Once again I encourage local residents to attend the council meetings – before each formal meeting there is an
opportunity to raise matters with the Councillors – as they say – ‘if you are not at the table then you have no
influence
I wish the Parish council and all residents in Utkinton and Cotebrook well for the coming year.
Graham W B Stewart
Chairman, Utkinton Parish Council
April 2012

