
The Courier Issue 7 - June 2018 

     



Issue 7 – Editorial Page 

Welcome to the SEVENTH issue of our quarterly newsletter. While we try to make it 
as current as is possible, today’s information seems to move at an astonishing pace 
driven, as is much of our world today, by the omnipresence of the ‘Interweb’. So 
whilst this newsletter is packed with views of what has gone on in our Parish, the 
website and our Facebook page may be more relevant – please log on and see what 
you can find there. 

Meanwhile, in this ‘sleepy’ backwater that Cotebrook and Utkinton represent (and we 
love it that way), the intervening 3 months has seen much to report: 

• Cotebrook Village Hall had its new foundation stone laid 
• CWaC revised our dwindling links with the outside world by rescheduling the 

community buses that enable some; those without cars, to reach Tarporley and 
beyond … our thanks go to John Johnson for taking up the baton and funding the 
Thursday bus to Rose Farm. 

• The spectre of development is never far away and we found out, thanks to quite a 
lot of digging on the ubiquitous internet, that the developer looking to place 12 
properties on ‘Northgate Field’ had submitted an appeal against CWaC’s refusal in 
February 2018 – yet no one thought to inform us! 

• On other planning fronts we have seen quite a few submissions – some of which 
are still to be decided by CWaC – watch our Internet feeds for details. 

• The Neighbourhood Plan continues to make progress and Cheshire Community 
Action (CCA) produced a good Housing Needs Study that goes to confirm those 
that the Parish Council had previously produced (2006, 2013 and 2016) and gave 
us an independent view that corroborated our Parish view that we only need 2 or 3 
affordable (whatever that really means). So we are girding our metaphorical loins 
and beginning to prepare for the inevitable appeal hearings. 

• We started to pull together funds to renovate the War Memorial in Utkinton and are 
thankful to those who have contributed thus far to help us reach our initial target of 
£3,500 – it will happen before the commemoration of Armistice Day on 11th 
November – so watch out for details in the September issue. We are also looking at 
a ‘Roll of Honour’ board to be permanently on display in the Village Hall and are 
about 2/3rds towards our target so would ask you to search your hearts and donate. 

• Whilst Heaths Lane had been resurfaced we still seek a better system of prioritising 
road maintenance – and May saw us taken by surprise when CWaC decided to 
close John Street and Willington Lane the day before a Bank Holiday weekend and 
saw Rose Farm Shops cut off! 

It takes quite a bit to pull this quarterly ‘tome’ together and we have had debates as 
to whether to make it biannual combined with an online monthly newsletter – we’d 
love to hear what you think. 
We make no apologies for this being a bigger edition than normal as it contains the 
Annual Reports of the Parish Council and our two superb Village Halls. And, while I 
am asking for your thoughts, let us have any newsworthy items or events that you 
believe deserve a wider audience – and remember it is free and funded from the 
Parish Council precept. 



Report of the Chair of Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish Council 2017-2018 
The past year has seen much to enjoy and quite a bit to trouble our minds. Much of 
the early part of the Council’s year was spent objecting to the planning application for 
Northgate field and this was eventually refused in November. 
We also set off down the route of a Neighbourhood Development Plan and the 
Steering Group has achieved much in a very short time including garnering the views 
of young and old on what they liked and disliked about our community. Added to that 
they commissioned an independent housing needs study as well as habitat diversity 
study – now the hard work begins. 
So what are the key features of the past twelve months? 
Make up of the Parish Council: The Council currently comprises 9 Councillors plus 
the Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer. 
On the clerical front the year saw, like the proverbial Swiss Weather cottage, one 
Parish Clerk (Meritxell Palazuelos-Vinas) depart and another, Anita Langford, join us 
– we wish her very well in the future. 
A long serving Councillor – Trudy Boyle left us to focus on her other work and as well 
as us being one down already this left us with seven Councillors. During the early 
part of our year we recruited two new members, so the Council now includes its full 
complement of nine Councillors.(See the table overleaf with their contacts): 
Development and Planning: The ‘threat’ of development on land between 
Northgate and John Street has come and gone and, in November 2017 CWaC 
refused this on landscape and environmental grounds.  
Numerous small development applications have come to the fore across the parish – 
mainly redevelopment or infill and, in the main these are well within the various 
Household Surveys that we have conducted. 
Highways and Byways: We’ve had not one but two sink holes causing havoc on 
our roads and Heaths Lane was finally resurfaced. Our roads have suffered – as 
many rural across the region have – and fallen foul of weather, increased traffic and 
reduced budgets for our local authority. Potholes have proliferated; verges have 
deteriorated to an extent where some roads are becoming single lane.  
We continue to focus on the amount and speed of traffic through our villages and are 
in discussion with CWaC about this issue. 
Infrastructure developments: Over the year we have tried to ensure that our Parish 
is maintained as a good place to live and are, generally, in support of the work of 
CWaC in its work to produce a ‘Local Plan 2’. However, as part of the second 
iteration of the Plan, Utkinton was proposed to be designated as a ‘ Local Service 
Centre’ which we have argued against and, in January this year we submitted a 
paper to CWaC asking for this designation to overturned as we did not have access 
to public transport – although CWaC deemed the community transport shuttles as 
adequate. 
Late in March 2018, we got wind of some substantial changes in the structure and 
delivery of this community transport and have garnered the support of our MP, Ward 



Councillor and the three other Parishes in Tarporley Ward. We have asked for these 
changes to be included in the forthcoming Local Plan 2 inspection and await the 
outcome. They have also said that they would survey the whole of Tarporley Ward to 
establish the real need amongst those for whom public transport is a prerequisite. 
The finger posts at Hall Lane and Wood Lane were refurbished by a local resident 
(Dave Williams) and were gifted to the PC by our borough. 
The Parish Council began investigating the options to refurbish the Utkinton War 
Memorial and looked at a number of stonemasons with a view to preserving the 
existing stonework in preparation for the commemoration of the end of World War 
One.  
Website and Communications: Our online communications continue to flourish 
with the website having achieved around 28,000 views since its instigation in 
February 2016 representing an average of 35 a day. Our Facebook pages also 
provide a link to what we are doing. 
In January 2017 we published the first issue of our quarterly newsletter, the ‘Courier’ 
and recently the 6th issue hit the doormats of all our resident households – we are 
venturing into the realms of online versions of this. 

Francis Tunney Chair – Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish Council - 10th May 2018 

The Parish Council 
Francis Tunney – Chair 07860 917446 utkintonpc@gmail.com  

Graham Stewart – Deputy Chair 01829 733216 

Anita Langford – Parish Clerk & 
Responsible Financial Officer 

07814 089666 
utkintonandcotebrookclerk@gmail.com  

Roger Barnes 07861 312534 

Tony Burford 01829 732836 

Anna Harvey 07772 323409 

Jason Hughes 07983 789507 and 07384 437565 

Andrew Needham 01829 732444 

Nick Parker 07850 930095 

Ian Priestner 01829 752009 

 

Website: www.utkintonandcotebrook.com  

Facebook: go to Facebook and type in ‘Utkinton and Cotebrook community pages’  



Cotebrook Village Hall - Annual General Meeting 1st May 2018 
Judith Jones, Chairperson’s Report 

As in previous years, I would like to begin my report by offering thanks to a number 
of people. Firstly, to Bill and his wife Julie for their continuing generosity, support and 
interest; additionally, to Sir John Timpson, Phil and Alexis Redmond and the 
Leverhulme Foundation for their generous donations towards the modernisation 
project. 
The last year has been extremely busy, as I will detail shortly, we have achieved so 
much thanks for the hard work of all the committee members, so a huge thank you to 
them all. During the course of the year we welcomed two new members to the 
committee, Ian Stockdale and Joanne Irving. 
Since the last AGM, we have delivered a full programme of fundraising events in 
order to ensure we sustain a working capital whilst at the same time making a 
contribution to the modernisation project. In June, we conducted a survey of virtually 
every household in Cotebrook to gain feedback on how we would meet their needs 
and interests. We had an excellent response of 73% and reflected comments in our 
fundraising programme and will continue to do the same over the next year. We have 
had a great response to our events programme that included a beer and band night, 
a wine tasting, a Christmas Wreath making, a family table tennis challenge and a 
Lion Salt Works talk all at the Village Hall. Quiz nights at the Fox and Barrel are 
always popular. The Charity Race Night at the Fox and Barrel and the Charity 
Auction of Promises at the Alvanley Arms were hugely successful, and together 
raised around £5,000. We were extremely grateful to the businesses, organisations 
and individuals who generously donated prizes to these events. 
The hall continues to be hired on a weekly basis by the Pre-School for 5 days a week, 
Infinity Dance and Theatre School for two evenings and the Radio Club and 
Orchestra meet once a week in the hall. I am delighted that their representatives are 
here this evening We continue to take bookings for one off events such as children’s 
parties, the Young Farmers and the Go Kart club’s annual celebration. The Parish 
Council meets in the hall on a bi-monthly basis, whilst our own committee meet here 
monthly. 
The committee felt that it was appropriate to support a local charity and choose this 
year, St Luke’s Hospice with whom we share a proportion of our proceeds from 
selected fundraising events. 
As a committee we are members of Cheshire Community Buildings Association, 
which has proved to be an invaluable source of support and advice. Meetings are 
held quarterly in different village halls, committee members taking it in turn to attend. 
We find it interesting to visit other halls and gain an insight into their facilities, and 
activities etc. 
Modernisation, Extension Project: We are optimistic that the refurbished hall will 
be finished by the end of the year at the very latest. As you can see the work is 
started and scheduled to take 20 weeks, taking us to the second week of September. 
The kitchen will then need to be fitted and some minor works completed we 
requested tenders from five building companies, not all responded.  
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Ultimately, we reduced to two and finally awarded the contract to Cartwright Pond 
who is a local firm with a good reputation. The hall’s facilities will be extended, by 
providing an extra room in addition to the main hall, allowing the community to 
participate in more activities. The room will have doors that open onto the car park 
therefore there will be no disturbance to activities in the main hall, enabling both 
rooms to be used simultaneously. The toilets will be modernised whilst also providing 
a new wheelchair accessible cubicle. The kitchen will be increased in size to facilitate 
events that require more extensive catering facilities. The front of the hall is to be 
rebuilt making it more appealing. All those changes will modernise the hall, making it 
more appropriate for our community in the 21st Century. 
So, you might well ask; ‘How have we funded this project, which is currently 
projected to be in the region of £210,000?’ We have been extremely fortunate to 
receive very donations from the Holroyd Foundation, Sir John Timpson, Phil and 
Alexis Redmond and the Leverhulme Foundation. We were successful in our 
application to receive a grant of £61,720.80 from the funding body WREN. We made 
a contribution from our own funds leaving them seriously depleted, hence the need 
to continue fundraising to build up our cash reserves I am extremely grateful to Les 
Atkinson, supported by Steve Moore, two of our committee members who completed 
the application, proving arduous, but worthwhile. Nick Parker, our secretary has 
completed another application to the funding body, Bernard Sunley, we await the 
outcome of this. Additionally, within the next week we intend to submit an application 
to Garfield Weston, whilst later in the year we will apply for funding to Veolia for what 
we view as Phase 2 of our modernisation project. That will include insulating the 
ceiling and putting new flooring in the main hall so that it complements the floors in 
the new extension. 
Marketing: Over the last year we have extended our work to promote and publicise 
the availability of the hall and our programme of activities. Weekly and monthly 
events are advertised in the Tarporley News, Tarporley Talk, the Parish Magazine, 
the Courier and the Church Magazine, The Link. Several local newspapers including 
the Chester Chronicle, Northwich Guardian, Winsford and Middlewich Guardian and 
Tarporley Talk all carried a feature regarding the success of the Wren application. 
Social media provides a valuable opportunity to promote the hall; we are currently 
building our own website thanks to Graham Dyke; Nicola Cerven maintains our 
Facebook page. We are grateful to other organisations such as the Pre-School and 
the Parish Council who feature our activities on their websites. We produce leaflets 
and posters for all events that are distributed to most households in the community 
and local businesses including Tarporley. Our Secretary Nick, has developed a list of 
people who attend events collated on “Friends of Cotebrook” they are emailed on a 
regular basis to inform them of forthcoming events. A important decision was made 
at the end of last year to agree a logo and strap line for the Village Hall, this is used 
on all our publicity and correspondence. 
Community:  
The Committee continues to consider innovative ways in which we can involve our 
local community but are challenged by the demographics and widespread 
distribution of properties in the Village. However, we don’t give up, but further ideas 



are very welcome. Last year we held a MacMillan Coffee Morning and more recently 
invited local people to lunch and an opportunity to meet the pre-school children, this 
proved very enjoyable and we are grateful to the Pre-School for enabling us to 
disturb their normal routine. I must add that we have an excellent relationship with 
the Pre-School to our mutual benefit. 
Future Events: We have a number of fundraising events in the pipeline that include 
a plant sale from 1.00pm-4.00pm on 12th May and a Garden Party at the Old 
Parsonage on 16th June. Looking further ahead we have agreed a date for the 
Christmas Fair: Saturday 1st December from 11.00am – 1.00pm and Malpas Ladies 
Choir is to hold a concert on Friday 7th December, both in the Village Hall. 
A couple of special ceremonies are planned to celebrate the significant milestones in 
the modernisation project. On 15th May at 11.00am, Bill and Julie Holroyd are to lay 
the foundation stone of the new extension to which you are all cordially invited. We 
have invited Alexis Redmond in her role of High Sheriff of Cheshire, accompanied by 
her husband Professor Phil Redmond to perform the official opening ceremony. This 
is to take place at 11.30 on Friday November 30th. This will immediately be followed 
by Sir John Timpson unveiling a plaque in the new room, to be named in honour of 
his wife Alex, who sadly died in 2016. I hope you will all join us on that day 

 

St John and the Holy Cross Church, Cotebrook - June 2018 PCC Report 
Since the last report there is nothing to report on the church, as there has only been 
one service. However, much has and is happening next door at the Village Hall. The 
contractors, Cartwright Pond of Peckforton, have started on the extension and 
alterations costing over £200,000, under the expert supervision of Les Atkinson, 
Marion’s husband. 
Scottish Power (SP) have to alter the cabling to the Hall which involves installing a 
new pole on the Hall side of the fence with the Church. The existing line will be taken 
down and a new cable put up from the neighbouring house to the Hall. This involves 
two new ‘Wayleave’ agreements from SP to the Church and Hall. I have signed 
these on behalf of the PCC and Village Hall. 
In blazing sunshine on 15th May, the foundation stone was laid by the President, Bill 
Holroyd, CBE, DL watched by his wife, Julie, the High Sheriff of Cheshire, Alexis 
Redmond, her husband Phil, the Chairman and Clerk of Utkinton and Cotebrook 
Parish Council, Trustees and Members of the Management Committee, staff of the 
pre-school and ten children one of whom, Tommy handed the President a silver 
trowel to perform the laying. Many other local people were there too and afterwards 
refreshments were provided in the area behind the Hall. 
Thursday 24th May the Rector gave a talk in the church on weddings to the preschool 
children – which was most appropriate after the Royal Wedding.  
Sunday 8th July at High Billinge House, Utkinton there will be a dog show and 
competitions as well as delicious teas from 2.30 to 4.30 pm, thanks to Alastair and 
Henrietta Findlay. Please come with your families with or without your dogs. Entry is 
free to the garden. There will be a charge for each class of £2.00 per dog. There will 
also be a charge for the teas and all proceeds go to the Church. - Bill Spiegelberg   



Cotebrook Village Hall Opening Taken from ‘Chester Chronicle’ 11 February 1939 

 

“SQUIRES AND VILLAGERS CO-OPERATE TO RAISE FUNDS (By Wendy.) 
Standing a little way from the main road, next to the church, Cotebrook Village Hall, fresh 
and new with its cream walls and green paintwork, was officially opened by the Lady Grisell 
Baillie-Hamilton on Wednesday. 
The hall came into being as the result of the combined effort of the Women’s Institute, who 
raised the first subscriptions; Capt. the Hon H. R. Baillie-Hamilton-Arden who presented the 
land; the Carnegie trustees, and the Squire and villagers of Cotebrook, sales work and other 
functions has found the rest of the money. 
As Lady Grisell Baillie-Hamilton stated, it was a symbol of what is the mainspring the whole 
world —the family spirit—and through it, the various units of the village would be brought 
into a common brotherhood. Well-known Cheshire families from all over the district came to 
witness the ceremony. 
The Rev. R. P. Dodd (Rector of Tattenhall) presided.  
Also present were the Hon. Marshall Brooks, Mr. and Mrs. Spiegelberg, Lady Brocklebank, 
Miss M. Carnegie, the Rev. R. P. Dodd (Rector of Tarporley), the Rev G S. Payne (Rector of 
Delamere) and Mrs. Payne, Mrs. Noel Brooks, Capt. and Mrs. Jock Furgusson, Mrs. W. G. 
Clegg, Mrs. Berry, the Rev. R. Webster, Mrs. J. C. Rowson, Mr. Dickinson, the Misses 
Brooks, Mr. A. W. Chambers, Mr N G Cottam (Rural Community Council), Mrs Wignall, Mr. 
Nixon (builder), Mr. Holt (architect), and members of the management committee, including 
Mrs. Wrigley, Mr. L. Wyatt (secretary), Mr. Hassall (representing the Chapel), Mr. Cubbon 
(representing the Church), Mr. C. Done (representing the Foresters), Mr. A. Done 
(representing the Recreation Room), Mrs. Baugh (Mothers’ Union), Mrs. Burne (chairman). 
Miss Platt (Girls’ Friendly Society), and Mr. C. Walton (Tennis Club). 
A telegram was read from Major Brooks, who sent his best wishes for a successful opening. 
Unfortunately Mrs. Dickinson, who had worked most enthusiastically ever since the hall was 
suggested, was unable, through illness, to see the fulfilment all her plans in the opening. 
However, a message of regret and hopes for her speedy recovery were conveyed to her.” 
  

 Bill Holroyd (President of the Village Hall) laying 
the new Foundation Stone on 15th May 2018 

c. Frank Tunney 2018 



Utkinton Village Hall Members’ Draw 2018 
The Winners for the past 12 months have been: 
July 2017 Mrs Rita Lee January 2018 Mrs Susan Foster Smith 

August 2017 Miss Karen Vernon February 2018 Mrs Judi Jennings 

September 2017 Mrs Rachel Williams March 2018  Mrs Margaret Bowers 

October 2017 Mr Peter Crossfield April 2018 Mrs Dorothy Edwards 

November 2017 Mrs Elaine Attwater May 2018 Mrs Liz Hannath 
December 2017 Mrs Ann Pownall June 2018 TBA 

A thank you to all current members and with this issue you should have a renewal 
form – please complete as soon as possible and return to Richard Francis, ‘Hunters 
Tryst’, Tirley Lane, Utkinton CW6 0JZ (01829 752551) 
 

UTKINTON VILLAGE HALL 2017 ANNUAL REPORT 
A review of the sports court was undertaken as income for the court had fallen by 
71%, from around £700 pa to £200. An open day was held to encourage new 
membership but although it was a sunny day and was well organised, it only 
produced two new members. The current level of membership stands at eight. The 
cost of cleaning the court was £450, the last time it was done but feedback indicated 
that it was not done very well. So the hire fees do not cover court maintenance. The 
open day resulted in two new members and two more in 2017. At the end of 2017 
membership stands at 12 and income £299 a fall off of 57%. (The best year for 
members was 2006, when £956, 36 members was reached). 
It was agreed to see if Paul Billington could undertake the cleaning of the court and 
in 2017 he cleaned the court on a trial basis doing a good job, removing the weeds 
and spraying to remove the algae. The court is in the process of being cleaned for 
2018 and he also keeps the hall grounds tidy. 
A review of the court rules took place, as there was concern about bad behaviour at 
the court. To prevent this it was decided to display the Court Rules next to the court 
and to introduce a monitoring process for Committee members to inspect the court 
from time to time to check that all was well. To date no reports of poor behaviour 
have been reported. 
A set of standing orders for the conduct of Village Hall Management committee 
meetings was introduced and agreed by the VHMC. 
The old tennis court gate that sat behind the hall has been removed 
A new process for payment of hall hire fees was introduced; fees are now paid 
directly to the Hall Treasurer. This has worked well and is supported by the regular 
hall users. The treasurer wrote to all users asking them to pay fee Quarterly, i.e. 
January, February and March, all fees falling due by the 15th of April and so on, this 
system works well. 



A notice board inside the hall was put in place to assist with sharing hall, charges 
and information with regular users. 
A Christmas card was sent to all hall users wishing them a happy Christmas and 
thanking them for their support. 
Hire of the hall for special events is direct with the hall secretary or the Treasurer. 
A review of the Hall Fees took place. These are now, for regular users £7 per hour. 
For special events £20 for three hours, i.e. Party Hire and the hall has now in place 
signed formal letting agreements with all its users 
The hall is regularly cleaned on a monthly arrangement. The standards are inspected 
and extra cleaning undertaken as required hall users are encouraged to report if 
extra cleaning is needed. A large floor duster was purchased to enable users to run 
over the floor before starting their activity. This has been well received. 
A review of the hall Lessors, Lessees and Committee members to see just what was 
the situation concerning them was carried out by Margaret Bowers of the WI and the 
Chair. A revised lease was put in place in 1996.This was done so that the hall was 
able to apply for grant funding to carry out improvements, as the hall needed to 
reach beyond WI use only. At that time there were 6 Lessors, 12 lessees and 9 
committee members. Many of these have moved away, some passed on, and some 
stood down from hall activities. The current situation is 3 Lessors, 6 Lessees and 9 
committee members. 
Members will recall that over time the hall has undergone much improvement. This 
began with the grass tennis court becoming a hard-surface sports court, the outside 
of the hall painted and the next improvement was a new roof and insulation. 
The hall then went under extensive refurbishment; a complete rebuild of the roof and 
much improved insulation, new windows and front door. Decoration and 
improvement, such as bunting, Christmas lights and up-lighters to make the hall cosy 
and welcoming at night. The old curtains replaced by blinds by the WI. Artwork was 
donated and hung on the hall walls. 
A major artwork, ‘Utkinton Hall’, was donated by a Northwich artist (Rae York) and it 
hangs over the window side fireplace 
The disabled toilet was installed and later redecorated to a high standard. The Hall 
kitchen was much improved with new equipment, new work surfaces, the floor 
recovered, improved lighting and redecorated. The hot water boiler brought back into 
use. Unused furniture was removed to declutter the hall and two new heaters were 
installed in 2016. 
The last major improvement, which always seemed a distant goal, was to have a 
new floor. Again grant funding was sought. And the new floor was laid in August 
2017. The Chair asked the contractor if it would be possible to extend it into the 
ladies cloakroom at no extra cost and this was agreed, much improving the Ladies 
Cloakroom. In fact when the new floor was purchased a lower price was achieved. 
This has been donated to the hall (about £400 pounds.) New door entrance matting 
was purchased and two new entrance doors. 



The Hall roof had developed some leaks and this was attended to as the floor was 
put in place. 
The next major work is to have the hall redecorated. The hall has not been decorated 
since 2008/9. The Chair and Margaret Bowers have ‘walked the job’ with the 
intended contractor and we will cover this as an agenda item later. 
A big thanks to all who have helped with the hall improvements over the last twelve 
years; raising money, filling in the grant forms, fund raising and done some heavy 
lifting. Undertaking repair work as needed. Not easy and all takes time and much 
effort, freely given. You can all take pride in what you have achieved. The village has 
a traditional hall, which has not lost sight of its past days, but is ‘boutique’, in style, if 
that is an expression that may be used. We should be proud of it 

Graham Stewart, Chair – Utkinton Village Hall Committee 25th April 2018 
Forthcoming events: 
12th June Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish Council - Utkinton Village Hall (7:30) 
13th June Utkinton WI - Ken Chapman: Podiatrist 'Taking care of your feet' 

Utkinton Village Hall (7:30) 
16th June Garden Party at the Old Parsonage, Stable Lane, Cotebrook 
30th June Utkinton Garden Fete at Tirley Garth (features ‘The Utkinton Boys’) 
8th July Family Dog Show at High Billinge House, Utkinton (2 - 4) 
10th July Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish Council - Cotebrook Village Hall (7:30) 
11th July Utkinton WI - Garden Meeting (TBC) 
8th Aug Utkinton WI - Sarah Evans: 'Silk 'n Stuff: Hand Painting Silk' (members 

can have a go!) - Utkinton Village Hall (7:30) 
11th Sept Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish Council - Utkinton VH (7:30) 
12th Sept Utkinton WI - Neil Smith: 'Behind the Iron Curtain with a guitar'                      

Utkinton Village Hall (7:30) 
11th Oct Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish Council - Cotebrook VH (7:30) 
10th Oct Utkinton WI - Graham Fifoot - 'The Fascination of bees' - Utkinton 

Village Hall (7:30) 
13th Oct QUIZ NIGHT - Utkinton Village Hall (7:30) 
13th Nov Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish Council - Utkinton VH (7:30) 
14th Nov  Utkinton WI - AGM and Social evening - Utkinton Village Hall (7:30) 
1st Dec  Cotebrook preschool and village hall Christmas Fair, (11am – 1pm) 
7th Dec  Cotebrook Village Hall - concert by Malpas Ladies Choir 
11th Dec  Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish Council - Cotebrook VH (7:00) 
12th Dec  Utkinton WI - Christmas Event - Utkinton Village Hall (7:30) 
  



Developments at Quarry Wood, Tirley Lane, Utkinton 
One of our Parish Councillors, Jason Hughes, has taken on the daunting task of 
turning the disused wood surrounding the quarry on Tirley Lane into a ‘forest school’ 
for the benefit of the young in our Parish. I well remember my two boys playing there 
when we first moved to the village in 1989 and it is an almost magical space that 
needs to be used. We applied for grant aid from the ‘Cheshire Wildlife Trust’ and 
were successful and those funds will be used to repair and renew the fencing around 
the old marl pit and to prepare and put in place a seating area – nothing too luxurious 
mind you – and to ensure that it is a safe place for young and old alike to sit and 
watch the fauna and flora that abound. 
But he needs your help and would love to hear from you if you can lend a hand 
(07983 789507 - jhutkintonandcotebrookpc@gmail.com ). 
News from St Paul’s CofE Primary School: 
New Reception Classroom Open - May saw the handing back of the school from 
the builders after a six-month building project. This saw the release of the brand 
new reception area where children have their own bespoke classroom, toilet 
facilities and access to the outdoor area, meaning that we are able to offer a 
unique personalised experience in a modern facility. We have no doubt that, with 
our small class sizes, personalised learning experience and updated facilities we 
will be an attractive proposition for families when considering future reception 
places. Stay & Play is regularly oversubscribed and 
numbers are looking strong for the future. 
Last term we formed a Christian Ethos group with children 
across the school to see how we can promote the 
Christian distinctiveness of our church school. Over the 
last few weeks we have been selecting Christian values 
that we believe best represent our school community. We 
will be looking for input from both parents and governors as well, so look out for 
a letter in the next couple of weeks. Once these have been selected, we will be 
looking at how we can raise the profile of these values through worship and other 
activities, whilst linking up with other local school Ethos Groups and learning 
from their work in the process. 
Year 5 and 6 Athletics Success Class: (Upper Juniors Year: 2017 – 2018) 

Well done to the Year 5/6 Athletics team that took part 
in competition at Tarporley High School. We had 
several individual medallists, who finished in the top 
three of their events, and overall we finished winners in 
the Small Schools Competition – another excellent 
sporting achievement! Our joint ‘Huxlinton’ team, which 
provided more children opportunity to compete by 



joining up with those from Huxley, also took part and finished third overall with 
several of those children also winning individual medals. Congratulations to 
everyone who took part on what was a very warm night. 
Our new sporting provision, offered by Mrs Clarke, is already paying dividends! 
 

A Sporting Life 

Summer, and its time for that most quintessential of English Sports – Cricket and 
with what follows you can almost hear the thwack of ball on bat and savour those 
cucumber sandwiches … 

The following is an extract kindly provided by Bill Spiegelberg about ‘Cotebrook 
Cricket Club’ 

Reminiscences from Roy Ramsbottom. “In 1925 George Spiegelberg acquired 
Cotebrook House. The following year he called a meeting of the leading figures in 
the village and said that he felt that every English village should have a cricket team 
and he wished to start one in Cotebrook. It was pointed out to him that there were 
two problems - there were neither a cricket ground nor players in the village. He 
solved the former by offering the field attached to his house as a ground and 
through the help of his friend; Sir Edward Stockton who was Chairman of 
Lancashire, every Thursday night the Lancashire coach Lol Cooke came to 
Cotebrook for coaching sessions. 

In 1926 the first match against Sandiway was played and although it's early games 
resulted in defeats the team developed to such an extent that by 1928 they had 
reached the final of the Tarporley Hospital's Cup. This was played at Oulton Park in 
the shadow of the burnt out ruins of the Hall. The other team in the final was 
Tilstone Lodge. The knockout was based on 8-a-side, 16 eight ball overs and 
Cotebrook batted first and were skittled out for 31. 

As Joe Done recalled the ‘Toffs’ from Tilstone were rather condescending to the 
young Cotebrook side. This did not last long as Cotebrook's fast bowler Bill Moss 
tore in and took 4 wickets in his first over without conceding a run. Tilstone were all 
out for 3. The second Lady Grey Egerton, who was both Australian and eccentric, 
presented the medals to the teams with, as Joe Done recalled, a cockatoo sat on 
her shoulder. 

Joe then rushed up to Little Budworth post office to send a telegram to his fiancée 
who was in service. This was the start of Cotebrook Cricket Club's short but exciting 
history and in a later newsletter we will tell how the club faced Australia’s best fast 
bowler and the West Indies … 

In 1932 George Spiegelberg arranged a match against Jodrell Hall. This was the 
team of Sir Edward Stockton, his friend and Chairman of Lancashire. In the Jodrell 
Hall team were Messrs Eckersley and Green, the Captain and Vice-Captain of 



Lancashire, and A E MacDonald, the Australian fast bowler. For those whose 
knowledge of Test and County cricket in the 1920's is somewhat hazy, MacDonald, 
together with Gregory destroyed England in three Test Series. He then defected to 
Lancashire and won them five County Championships He was a fast bowler with few 
equals in the history of Test cricket. 

In the match against Cotebrook, no doubt bowling at less than express pace, he was, 
as 86-year-old Joe Done recalled the quickest bowler he ever faced. When Joe had 
reached 22 MacDonald brought in a forward short leg and bowled one a bit quicker 
and a bit shorter and Joe, like many Test players before him, was on his way to the 
pavilion. The Aussie clapped him on the shoulder and said he would do well against 
fast bowling. He later signed Joe's bat. 

The following year the match against Jodrell Hall coincided with the West Indies Test 
team meeting England at Old Trafford, where they gave Jardine's XI a taste of 
Bodyline; Wally Hammond ended up in hospital. Four members of their team turned 
up to play for Jodrell Hall. Unfortunately, or fortunately depending on one's point of 
view, it rained all day and no play was possible. Whether the West Indies' fast 
bowlers would have appreciated the subtle nuances of playing country house cricket 
is open to doubt. 

Cotebrook continued on their successful way through the 1930's and, in 1938 
defeated, Tarporley in the Final of the Hospitals Cup at Tarporley. The following year 
the Second World War began and in 1945 when cricket restarted many of players of 
the 1920's and 1930's had come to the end of their careers. As a result, after two or 
three matches the Club folded, and sadly the claret and gold caps of the ‘The Brook’ 
were seen no more in village cricket. 

A recent visitor to the ground was 86-year-old Joe Done. Joe was a well-known local 
cricketer between the wars and captain of Cotebrook Cricket Club between 1928 and 
1938. Joe has been able to give the Club considerable information concerning the 
Oulton Park players between the wars and also about Cotebrook Cricket Club.”  

‘Cotebrook Cup’ matches between Cotebrook 
and Utkinton - 1927 to 1935 

In the years between the two wars there were a 
number of ‘friendly’ matches between our two 
villages playing for the wonderful ‘Cotebrook Cup’ – 
they were a notoriously one-sided affair and 
Cotebrook won all seven matches played in 1927, 
28, 30, 32, 33, 34 and 35. 
It would be wonderful if we could revive the sporting 
rivalries to bind our two communities – anyone got 
any thoughts?  
 

The	'Cotebrook	Cup'	


