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Editorial Comment 
 

From my perspective there have been two really good pieces of news since we last 
published ‘The Courier’: 
Northgate Planning Appeal Decision 
After what became a long, drawn-out saga we received news that the appeal by Marcol 
Homes and Vivio had been dismissed by HM Inspector, and one could hear the collective 
‘sighs of relief’ echoing around the hills that surround Utkinton.  From where I sit as 
Chair of the PC it was a time when so many came together to try and protect the 
integrity of our landscape. So, a few thanks are due to; 

The residents who responded so positively to the consultation, 
The Utkinton Green Space Action Group 
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

The Parish Council 
Blackfryers Planning 

Cheshire West and Chester Planning Team. 
I am sure there are many more, but I’ve run out of fingers J 

 
WW1 Commemoration & Roll of Honour Board 
Once again we saw a community come together, this time to commemorate the lives of 
10 men who gave their lives in two world wars. What started in August 2014, with an 
idea from Graham Stewart, took some time to gather pace but when the Parish Council 
returned from summer break last year a campaign began to take shape.  It started with a 
simple wish to refurbish the Utkinton War Memorial and ‘snowballed’ into a fund that, 
eventually raised almost £5,000! 

So, once again ‘Thank You’ to; 
Mr F and Mrs S Atwell  Mr E and Mrs J Bennett 
Mr & Mrs G Betteley  Mrs Margaret Bowers 

Mr P and Mrs J Crossfield  Mr & Mrs R Dawson 
Mrs D V Edwards  Mr & Mrs R Francis 
Mr R C Gregory  Mr & Mrs S Hammond 

Mr R J and Mrs B Higgin (plant troughs)  (The) Holroyd Foundation 
Mr J Johnson  Mr & Mrs J Johnson and Family 
Mr S Johnson  Mr & Mrs R Kay 

Mr & Mrs S Langford  Mr D Lees 
Mr & Mrs K Metcalfe  Mr & Mrs D Molvey 
Mr & Mrs P Murray  N Parker and Miss L Boyle 

Mr I Priestner (Donated ‘Silent Soldier’)  Prof. P and Mrs A Redmond 
Mr & Mrs Rischmiller  Mr D Roberts 
Tarporley Rotary Club  Ms S Sinclair 

Mr G W B Stewart  Mrs A Symes 
Mr C Tickle (Cheshire Brush)  Mr & Mrs F and J Tunney 

Joanna Vasquez  Mrs V Wilson 
Mr & Mrs I & L Wright  Everyone who contributed via the collecting bucket 

at Rose Farm 
 



Village Hall News: 
Utkinton 
 
Quiz night, October 13th, 2018 – An excellent evening where the eventual winners; 
‘Loose Marbles’ contributed to an event that raised in excess of £560.  Organised once 
again by the inimitable Richard Francis – well done to all concerned. 
 
UTKINTON WI CENTENARY YEAR 2019 

 
We are holding an Afternoon Tea in 
the newly refurbished Village Hall 
on  
 
Wednesday, 9 January at 2.00pm. 
 
This is the first celebration of the 
Centenary Year. 
All are welcome. 
 
 
 

 
The first two meetings of Utkinton WI in 2019 will be: 

13th February Helen Bundy “Blood transporters” 
13th March Ian Black  “Hairdressing through the ages” 

 
Meetings commence at 7.30pm and we would welcome new members, come and see if 
you like it! 
 
 
Utkinton Village Hall Members Club 
You can take part by contacting Richard Francis on 01829 752551 and investing £20 for a 
year’s membership, the benefits lie in a monthly pay-out and support for the Village Hall, 
with membership being renewed each June. 
 
Since the last ‘Courier’ there have been three winners 
September Mr Graham Stewart. 
October   Mr Richard Johnson 
November  Mrs Gillian Edwards. 
 
Could you be the December winner? Contact Richard for details. 
  



Cotebrook 
 
Opening of the Village Hall extension – 30th November 2018 
The culmination of many years planning and months of building work have transformed 
Cotebrook Village Hall  

from this                to this 

 
On a very sunny November morning the management committee of Cotebrook Village 
Hall were proud to hold its official opening. 
The ceremony opened with a blessing by Rev. Georgina Watmore quickly followed by 
speeches from Bill Holroyd. President of the hall, and Judith Walters, chair of the 
management committee. This was followed by the formal 
unveiling of a plaque by Alexis Redmond MBE, High Sheriff 
of Cheshire.  Also speaking was Sir John Timpson after 
whose wife, Alex, the new meeting room is named. 
In attendance were our MP; Antoinette Sandbach and 
Eveleigh Moore-Dutton our Borough Council member as 
well as many residents from the surrounding villages.  
Two toddlers from Cotebrook Pre-school, Lola Rock and 
Penny Ash presented Mrs Redmond with a beautiful 
bouquet and later refreshments were served in the newly named ‘Alex Timpson Room’. 
The event was well attended. 
 
Cotebrook Greens – Options for the future 
There are two ‘greens’ in Cotebrook, both located behind Woodlands Close. 
The nearest is rented from Cheshire West and the furthest from United Utilities.  
Observations and discussions have shown that, apart from a few dog walkers there are 
rarely any users of the greens as leisure facilities.  In fact, one of the two, that rented 
from UU, is often inaccessible due to waterlogging of the path and the entrance way. 
The Parish Council has the responsibility to maintain these two greens and the cost is 
around £400 per year and the annual rental £100. 
Discussions at PC have indicated that, at most, some half a dozen children and a similar 
number of dog owners use the two greens, so we are considering relinquishing both 
leases and thereby freeing up funds for future projects. 
This action will reduce our annual budget by around £500 per annum and allow us to 
focus on other items.  



Neighbourhood Development Plan: Update and ‘Vision and Objectives’ Survey 
Cllr. Ian Priestner and Tony Dahill 

 
“Thank you all for your support and effort in completing the recent Neighbourhood Plan 
survey. We are just beginning to collate and analyse your responses to the ‘V&O Surveys’ 
and, this far, just over half of our residents have responded!  It isn’t just the quantity but 
the quality of what you have said about the issues that you raised, way back in Spring of 
2017. 
If you would still like to contribute to this then please get in touch with me, Tony Dahill, 
on 01829 733701 or by email at  anthony.dahill@btinternet.com.  I will let you have 
another copy or simply collect one that you have completed. 
The next stage is for us to begin drafting a policy document that will, eventually, form 
the Neighbourhood Plan and once we have a draft policy, we will let you see it, via the 
website and at a number of public meetings during February.  Our hope is to submit it to 
Cheshire West in early April 2019.” 
 

 
There is an oft quoted statement by Henry Ford; “History is more or less bunk. It’s 
tradition. We don’t want tradition. We want to live in the present, and the only history 
that is worth a tinker’s damn is the history that we make today.” (Chicago Tribune, 
1916). 
 
Well, Mr Ford, here is some very local history that isn’t bunk(um);  
 
‘A DULCIMER FROM FIREWOOD. Mr Herbert C Yates, headmaster of Utkinton School, 
Cheshire, giving illustrations as to what can be done in the making of impromptu musical 
instruments in a few minutes, borrowed some ordinary sticks of firewood, and, fixing 
them together with string, made a dulcimer. Knocking the sticks together with the end 
of a shoe stretcher, he played “Three Blind 
Mice” on it. Mr Yates is exhibiting 
instruments made by his school children 
from such materials as biscuit tins, wooden 
boxes, nails, electric tubing, firewood, bicycle 
pumps, and bits of scrap-iron, at the National 
Exhibition of Education being held at Oxford.’ 

Taken from ‘The Scotsman – Tuesday 13 
August 1935’. 

 
 
 

But the story goes further, and the children 
of Utkinton C of E School were featured on 

BBC regional radio not once, but thrice …  
  



News from St Paul’s, Utkinton 
Gareth Coyne (Acting Headteacher)  

Utkinton St Paul’s CE Primary School held the official 
opening of their new build just before half term. 
Chris Penn, Director of Education at Chester Diocese, 
was invited as a special guest to cut the ribbon at the 
end of a £450,000 building project designed to enhance 
the facilities at the school. 
A new office, reception classroom, junior classroom and 
intervention room have been created, whilst the school 

now has its own hall space.  
This project was unique in that it allowed us the 
opportunity to significantly enhance our facilities 
whilst maintaining our small school family feel. 
We are now fortunate to be able to offer a 
bespoke reception classroom for ten children, 
meaning that we can create a highly personalised 
learning experience and offer a fantastic start to a 
child’s education. Furthermore, we have upgraded 
most areas of our school, which has positively 
transformed our overall learning environment. 
We would like to thank the community for their support and understanding during the 6 
months of the building project. 
In early November, representatives from Utkinton’s Ethos Group visited the West 
Cheshire Foodbank in Ellesmere Port. Here, they met with Ian McDougall and were given 
a tour of the warehouse, allowing them to begin to gain an understanding of where our 
Harvest donations went and how these are then organised and used to provide support 
for those in need. Following this, they visited St Helen’s Church in Tarporley to see the 
WW1 Remembrance display, which features work the children produced prior to half 
term. Following this, the Ethos Group delivered a presentation to the rest of the school 
during collective worship to share their experiences. 

During mid-November, the Ethos Group 
organised a ‘Bake Off’ to raise money for 
Children in Need. Everybody was really 
impressed with the time and effort that went 
into making the cakes and they certainly 
tasted good as well! The Ethos Group 
counted up the amount we raised, and it was 
a fantastic £148.79. 
Currently, the school has 65 children on roll, 
having increased in numbers significantly 
over the last three years, and demand for 

places is high. Anyone wishing to view the school can do so by phoning the school office 
on 01829 732322.   



The ‘Shrine’ – aka ‘Utkinton War Memorial’ and our ‘Roll of Honour’. 
 
Rather than simply repeat what has been said elsewhere we thought we would simply 
post a photomontage created by one of our residents, Bronwyn Kelly, and a picture of 
our four main benefactors taken by Jennifer Tunney. 
 

 
c. Bronwyn Kelly 2018 
 
 
  



Utkinton Garden Fete Committee 
 
What next? – Anyone up for a challenge? 
 
Our Garden Fete has been running since its inception in 1939 when the first one was 
held (not in Utkinton but in Kelsall) under the banner of ‘Utkinton Tennis Club’.  There 
was a decade during and immediately after WW2 when it wasn’t held but they 
recommenced in 1950.  
For the past 23-years Richard Francis has been the mainstay of the organising 
committee, having taken over from Mike Churchill who lived in Quarry Bank. So, we 
know that it has been in Kelsall, there are also rumours of it being held on Northgate 
field. It was definitely at Shaw House on Smithy Lane between 1950 and 1955 before 
moving to Tirley Garth. 
The reason for this piece is that Richard announced that he would be standing down 
after the 2018 event and the committee is looking for someone to head up the 
committee going forward.  We don’t have a job description, but it is a very rewarding 
village event that requires a great team and an energetic leader. 
Would you like to help, then please get in touch with either Suzanne Lunt (01829 
760296), Frank Tunney (07860 917446) or Margaret Bowers (01829 732349) and we can 
have a discussion. 
                                    --------------------------------------------------------- 
In 1971, the Garden Party was organised and run by the Church. 
The WI took over the refreshments when the church gave up doing them. 
 
An Early Garden Fete report taken from ‘The Cheshire Observer – Saturday 24 June 
1939’ 
“UTKINTON CASTLE HILL GARDEN FETE —By the kindness of Mr and Mrs D B Hardy, the 
beautiful house, gardens and model dairy at Castle Hill, Kelsall was placed at the disposal 
of the Utkinton Tennis Club on Saturday for their first garden fete. A feature of the 
gardens and grounds is the abundance of hollies, etc. Magnificent views of the Welsh 
mountains and the surrounding district were enjoyed. Visitors to the dairy found much 
to interest them in the fine herd of Guernsey cattle, the modern shippons. With the 
milking machines and the dairy, where the certified milk packed in hygienic cartons, 
which are sealed machine ready for dispatch by motor-van. The fete was opened by Mrs. 
Hardy, president of the club, who was introduced by the vice-president. Mr. G. F 
Bebbington. Mrs. Hardy welcomed the visitors to Castle Hill, and said she felt sure that 
the Tennis Club was filling a great want in the village. Those who assisted were: Produce 
stall Mrs. Hand and Miss R. Morgan; sweets. Mrs. Hardy and Miss A. Gilbert: guessing 
competition and treasure hunt. Miss E. Povall and Miss W. Fellows; darts. Mr. P. Hand 
and Mr. L. Rowland; clock golf. Mr. N. Barnes and Mr. H Morrey (Tiverton); ice cream. 
Mrs. Hard and Mrs. Dunning; teas. Mrs. A. Bebbington. Mrs. Woodward and Mrs. Penk.” 

This means that although there will only have been 71 events the Garden Fete will 
be (unofficially) 80 years old next year!  



PARISH CLERK’S MUSINGS 

 Part Two – More happenings from your Parish Clerk 

The Editor asked me to provide another article for this edition of the 
Courier (sorry folks) and I’ve had an eventful last few months – here are 
just a few of the highs and lows: 
 

Highs – Assisting with the organisation of the two events to commemorate the 
Centenary of the end of WW1. These were lovely events which brought Parishioners 
together to remember and honour the dead of this Parish. 
Helping to make these events happen included obtaining and finding suitable sites to 
display the British Legion lamp post poppies (do you realise there aren’t many lamp 
posts near the Shrine and Village Hall?) and trying to guess the number of biscuits 
needed for the ‘Roll of Honour’ Ceremony. 
And the Lows – Driving around the Parish with Cllr Parker to document road issues to 
report to CWaC Highways. I have reported a large number of problems about signs and 
pot holes to them and have a question for you – 

• When is a pot hole not a pot hole? Answer – if it’s less than 40mm deep (that’s 
1¾ inches to those of us who still work in old money). 

This is a photo of my favourite vicious pot hole on 
Utkinton Road – near the junction of Smithy Lane. 
Hit it at your peril!! 
Hopefully by the time you read this, the hole will be 
no more! 
 
Ongoing Projects 
Budget – It’s that time of year when a Parish Clerk’s thoughts turn to financing the 
running of the Parish Council – yes it’s time to set the budget and Precept. 
In the words of Mr Micawber from Dickens’ David Copperfield; “Annual income twenty 
pounds, annual expenditure nineteen pounds, nineteen shillings and six pence, result 
happiness. Annual income twenty pounds, annual expenditure twenty pounds, no 
shillings and six pence, result misery.” Whilst, on a serious note, we need to work out a 
budget allowing the Parish Council to fulfil it’s duties whilst not increasing the Precept 
we all pay by too much. 
Parish Council Elections – Parish Councillors become eligible for re-election every four 
years, and this is due on 2nd May next year.  I’m busy learning what this involves for 
myself, the existing and potential Parish Councillors so that the Council continues to 
operate on a legal basis after April 2019. 
If you would like to know more about what being a Councillor involves either contact 
myself or the Chair - Frank Tunney - or come along to a Parish Council meeting. 

  



The defibrillator - at Rose Farm Shop. 
It has been several years since our Defibrillator was installed at Rose Farm and any 
training which you received at this time may need refreshing. 
 
Or it may be that you have never received any training on how to use this life saving 
piece of equipment and would like to gain confidence should you ever be called upon to 
do so. 
 
The Parish Council is considering asking First Responders to deliver some training and if 
you would like to take part in this, could you please contact the Parish Clerk by email on 
utkintonandcotebrookclerk@gmail.com or via telephone on 0781 4089666. 

 
 
St John and the Holy 
Cross, Cotebrook 
Rev. Georgina Watmore 
 
Candlelit service of 
Lessons and Carols at St 
John and the Holy Cross at 
Cotebrook followed by 
refreshments at the 
Village hall 
16 Dec 2018, 4 p.m. for 
1hr  
Every First Sunday at 11:15 a.m. Holy Communion. 

C. Bronwyn Kelly c 2017 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Community Transport - Update on the service and surveys 
When we heard (in March this year) that CWaC was considering changes to the ways in 
which our communities were served by public (sic) transport we were quite dismayed 
and whilst we would retain services Monday to Friday, the type, routes and costs would 
change considerably. Having convened a Ward-wide meeting including the four parishes, 
our MP and our Ward Councillor we asked CWaC to meet with us.  Obviously, we 
wanted to know why these changes were taking place,  but also how they were going to 
communicate the changes across the Ward. What we got was a promise to maintain the 
new services (OK ‘new’ really doesn’t describe them) and that they would ‘consult’ with 
every household to better understand what YOU wanted.   
That process is coming to a close and we are promised some survey results by 14th 
December – a little too late for this newsletter but we will publish them on our website 
and social media, plus they will feature in ‘Tarporley News’.   



 
Chairman’s Piece – Winter 2018 Francis Tunney – Chair of Utkinton and Cotebrook 
Parish Council. 
It is hard to believe that it’s almost Christmas – where has the time gone? 
In the editorial we talked about the dismissal of the Planning Appeal by the developers 
and for the Parish Council this came as a relief and allowed us to breathe.  Reading the 
Inspector’s Dismissal Letter and Report (they are on the Parish Website) it became 
obvious that the rationale was all about the disruption to the distinctiveness and 
tranquillity of our landscape.  This is, we hope, the end of the process and we can begin 
to focus on other local matters – more of which below. 
Precept and funding - Anita, our Clerk commented on Precept setting and looking at the 
budget for the coming year(s).  We are considering increasing the precept between 3% 
(an increase of £0.56 per year on 18/19) and a maximum of 10% (an increase of £1.98) a 
year. Both of these figures are based on a ‘band D’ property charge and are calculated 
on the same basis as this current year’s precept.  
As a Parish Council we endeavour to keep any increase as low as possible but need to 
ensure that we raise sufficient funds to cover our expenditure for the coming year and 
leave ourselves with sufficient money in the bank in case of any unexpected bills.  
As all the Parish Councillors live in the Parish, we too, are directly impacted by any 
increases to the precept and are committed to raising it the as little as possible. We have 
to submit our proposal for Parish Precept to CWaC in late January and would really 
appreciate your feedback. 
The future of the ‘Courier’ is always a debating point at PC and we have discussed going 
100% online, including adverts, fewer issues each year, or even changing the format to 
be like, for example, ‘Tarporley News’ and distributing it via local businesses.  We would 
welcome your views and will put a questionnaire in the next issue to gauge this.  
Northgate and other planning matters  We have already talked about Northgate Field 
but we have had a number of planning applications over the past twelve months, each 
of which we treated on their own merits and are pleased to see that your, and our, 
concerns on ‘Melgarth’ have resulted in alterations to the existing property rather than 
trying to ‘shoehorn’ two new properties onto the existing footprint.  There have been a 
number of others and we will continue to act on behalf of the community. 
Polling stations – you may have seen the CWaC / Electoral Commission Consultation on 
Polling Stations and, when we found that they had excluded a station in Cotebrook, we 
set about asking for it to be reconsidered were hoping for a positive result. 
We had some good news this evening (Wednesday 28th) and the Polling Station will be 
reinstated … well done everyone who responded to the consultation and to Eveleigh 
Moore-Dutton for persevering at Council. 
Elections for PC – which brings us neatly to the Parish Council itself.  Would you be 
interested in helping plan and manage the long-term health of our two communities? If 
so, please get in touch with either the Chair or the Clerk and we can meet up – 
preferably before the elections next May. 
 
And finally, may we wish you a ‘Merry Christmas’ and a ‘Happy New Year’ for 2019!  



Who’s who and what is when 

               Contact Details for the Parish Council 
Parish Council dates for 2019: starting at 
7:30 pm (incl. a 15 min public session). 

The Parish Council 

8th   January 2019 Utkinton Francis Tunney (Chair) 07860 917446 
12th February 2019 Cotebrook  Graham Stewart (Vice 

Chair) 
01829 733216 

12th March 2019 Utkinton Andrew Needham 01829 732444 
9th   April 2019 Cotebrook Ian Priestner 01829 752009 
14th May 2019 Utkinton (Incl. APM and 

AGM) 
Nick Parker 07850 930095 

11th June 2019 Cotebrook Roger Barnes 07861 312534 
9th   July 2019 Utkinton Tony Burford 01829 732836 
10th September 2019 Cotebrook Anna Harvey 07772 323409 
8th   October 2019 Utkinton Jason Hughes 07384 437565 

12th November 2019 Cotebrook Anita Langford (Parish 
Clerk) 

utkintonandcotebrook 
clerk@gmail.com 

07814 089666 10th December 2019  Utkinton (7:00 pm) 

Village Hall Committee 

 
Neighbourhood plan Steering Group Members: 

Cllr. Ian Priestner –on behalf of the Council 01829 752009 – ian.priestner@hotmail.com 
Tony Dahill (Chair) 01829 733701 – anthony.dahill@btinternet.com 

Carol Weaver, Graham Spencer 
Vicki Ratchford and Marian Atkinson (for Cotebrook) 

Cotebrook                            Utkinton 

Judith Walters - Chair 07711 243521 Graham Stewart - 
Chair/ Treasurer 

01829 733216 
Nick Parker - Secretary 07850 930095 

Marian Atkinson 01829 760698 Francis Tunney 07860 917446 
Les Atkinson - 
Maintenance 

07958 107078 

Valerie Hague 01829 760344 Liz Hannath & Margaret 
Bowers - WI 

 
Nicola Cerven - 
Promotion 

07724 189706 

David Jones - Treasurer 07974 929666 Kath Dahill 01829 733701 
Graham Dyke - 
Advertising 

07711 152889 

Trudy Boyle 07545 554780 David Woodward  
Sarah Cooper 01829 760654 
Tony Burford 01829 732836 Karen Murray  
Steve and Helen Moore 01829 760272 
Tracy Chorlton 01829 760551 Sue Patten – Multi 

sport Secretary 
07907 696731 

Samantha Edge 01829 760984 

Louise Dyke 07917 807078 Richard Francis 01829 752551 

 


