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Editorial Comment
Outgoing Chair’s Statement – Utkinton and Cotebrook Annual Parish Meeting.
This meeting is an unusual one in that it marks the formation of a new Parish Council for
the coming four years and the closing of the past four years. It is not a Parish Council
Meeting as such but a meeting where residents and parishioners can meet to look at
what has gone on and what might come to pass – and whilst I will Chair this meeting it is
not as Chair of the PC, it cannot make resolutions but you are able to point the way that
the Parish Council ought to be looking over the next four years through to May 2023.
I have been privileged to have sat in this chair since 2015 and it has been a period of ups
and downs. But I believe that it has been a period where much good has been achieved:
• Since September 2016 we have, together, been involved in developing a
Neighbourhood Plan and it is, gradually, coming to fruition and we are well into the
process of making happen
• we have held two housing needs studies
• together we managed to get the development on the field opposite to Rose Farm
Shop refused on Appeal
• we commemorated the individuals from our two communities who went to two
World Wars and didn’t return
• begun to question the accessibility of our Parish due to a lack of transport
• we fought for a playing field and lost – much to my chagrin
• we have seen the passing of some well-known faces in the Parish, and some have
left for pastures new
• our school goes from strength to strength and its new facilities welcome some 63
pupils this year
• both of our village halls (we are very lucky to have two) have undergone
refurbishment in the past couple of years – thanks to those benefactors who gave
so kindly
• we have just gone through three years of intense debate in Parliament and local
elections have taken a lot of time.
All in all, 2018 hasn’t been a bad year and, together we have achieved so much.
Thank you

Francis Tunney
Chair – Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish Council
14th May 2019

Village Hall News:
UTKINTON WI CENTENARY YEAR 2019
We are having a very successful Centenary Year;
Since the last ‘Courier’, we had in April a most enjoyable Birthday Party with music from
a string quartet (The Cuddington Quartet) and an excellent buffet meal, catered by MidCheshire Catering. Friends and guests joined us too to make an unforgettable evening.
In May we had another Afternoon Tea in the Village Hall attended by friends and guests,
numbering over 40, it was an open invitation! Lots of cakes and especially lots of
friendly conversations, as usual.
Our next meeting on the 12th June is a display and talk of Embroidery, by Daphne Ashby
who has had a lifetime of helping people to make beautiful craft work.
On 10th July we shall be visiting a garden, still to be decided! We are always in search of
beautiful things.
The Programme for 2019:
10th July
GARDEN MEETING (TBA)
14th August
‘Fridtjof Nansen, Polar Explorer & Nobel
Hazel Griffiths
Peace Prize Winner’
11th September
‘Handcuffs, truncheons’
Gina Kirkham
9th October
‘Hearing Dogs for Deaf People’
Fiona Whitelaw
th
13 November
AGM and Social Evening
11th December
Christmas Event

Why not join this merry throng – give Liz Hannath (01829 733778) or Margaret Bowers
(01829 732349) a call to find out more.

Utkinton Village Hall Members’ Club – Winners
March: Mrs Rita Lee.
April: Mrs Verity Harris.
May: Mr Richard. Johnson.

Your Village Hall Needs You!

The costs of running Utkinton Village Hall are going up!
Maintenance costs have risen dramatically.
We need to raise funds, please help by joining:

The Utkinton Village Hall Members’ Club
What do I get? A monthly draw where you can win a cash prize.
The cash prize will be 50% of the membership
subscriptions.
Subject to numbers of members, there will be one prize
winner per month.
What do I pay? Only £20 membership fee per year.
What does the Village Hall get? 50% of all subscriptions.
THE MORE MEMBERS WE HAVE – THE HIGHER THE PRIZE MONEY
Please help by filling in the attached form and giving £20 for each
membership with a chance to win a cash prize. There is no limit to
membership – please invite your friends and family to join
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The Utkinton Village Hall Members Club
I would like to request one annual membership for the Utkinton Village Hall Members
Club at a cost of £20.00 (Please make cheques payable to Utkinton Village Hall).
Full Name ………………………………………………………………………………………………
Address ………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………… Post Code …………..
Telephone No. ………………………………………………………………………………………
Email: …………………………………………………………………………………………………
Signed ………………………………….. Date ………………………
Please send membership forms and cheques to: R W Francis, Hunters Tryst, Tirley Lane,
Utkinton CW6 0JZ – Tel 752551

COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL - Chairperson’s Report May 2019

The end of November saw the completion of the major elements of Phase 1 of the
modernisation project, providing us with this beautiful new extension. The Alex Timpson
room has proved a great asset enabling activities and meetings to take place whilst the
main hall is occupied. The project was funded by very generous donations from the
Holroyd Foundation, Sir John and James Timpson, Phil and Alexis Redmond and the
Leverhulme Foundation, additionally through grants from; WREN, Garfield Western and
Bernard Sunley supplemented by monies from our own budget.
We’ve seen great responses to our events; quiz nights, wine tasting, music from the
Malpas Ladies Choir a Burns Night in January. Our weekly hirers: Pre-school, Infinity Dance
and Theatre School, Radio Club and Orchestra have continued, and we have increased the
weekly activities by providing Pilates, Yoga and Zumba Gold classes, the Fenice Flute Choir
hire the hall monthly and the Whist Group on a fortnightly basis. In February, Eaton Village
Hall Committee hired our hall for a Rock, Pop and Hotpot night as they required a stage
for a live performance. The Parish Council meet here a bi-monthly basis, and our own
committee meet in there every month.
We support a local charity and chose Tarporley War Memorial Hospital with whom we
share a proportion of proceeds from selected events.
Sadly, the Pre-School informed us that they have been offered a separate, new room at
Eaton Primary School where they will be able to provide extended hours. We wish them
well.
Phase 2 of the modernisation project aims to bring the main hall up to the same standard
as the new extension including insulation to the main hall, extending the under-floor
heating and laying engineered wood flooring to match that in the new extension.
We have submitted an application to the National Lottery Community Fund and, having
made an initial expression of interest, we are through to the next phase of the process
that only 20% of applications reach. In the final stage, 50-60% are successful. Tender
documents have been circulated to seven local construction companies but only two have
submitted bids and the terms of the lottery fund application are that three are required!
We strive to promote and publicise the hall’s availability and our programme of events
and activities. These are advertised in all the local magazines and several local newspapers
and keeping up with the times we use social media to promote the hall. We are paying for
the services of a local IT media specialist to further develop our website and other

organisations such as the Pre-School and Parish Council feature our activities. We are
looking for a volunteer to take over our social media pages. ANY OFFERS?
As in most walks of life, word of mouth continues to be the most successful.
The committee continues to look at how we can involve our local community and were
delighted that so many local residents attended the Foundation Stone and Opening
Ceremonies and supporting our fundraising events. A good recent example being a very
successful Curry Lunch to raise money for our Church held in the Alex Timpson room.
50+ people attended our Quiz Night in March and we commissioned the local café, run by
Ian Diskin, to provide refreshments, and we received very positive feedback regarding the
quality of food.
We firmly believe that the Village Hall should be the hub of the community to provide both
a service and a place where members of our community can meet and enjoy various
activities, to improve their quality of life. With this in mind, our committee is aiming to
establish monthly coffee mornings for residents of both Utkinton and Cotebrook
alternating between each village hall.
We have a number of fundraising events planned; 25 June 2019, from 2.00pm – 7.00pm
we have a pop-up shop “Room 44 on Tour” providing a unique shopping experience. On
July 20th, the Pre School and the Village Hall committee are jointly organising a Family Fun
Day at Luddington Hill Farm, with activities for all ages.
We have already one event planned; a talk by two local lady gardeners, entitled “Our
Journey to Tatton”, who entered the Tatton Flower Show for the first-time last year and
were awarded a silver medal. Recently a one-off hiring came when a charity cycle race
used the hall’s facilities for a pit stop on their journey from Stafford to Alder Hey Children’s
hospital, for 30 to 40 riders.
Currently under exploration is the possibility of a small business suite, improved a Wi-Fi
connection, interview room and seminar suite to provide a facility to the many small
business within our community. Other ideas include art and craft workshops and a
slimming group.
No report would be complete without thanks to a number of people; Bill, our President,
for his support, time and sage advice, the committee members, for their dedication and
hard work, Graham Dyke who resigned earlier in the year due to work and family
commitments but continues to offer support, and a new member, Claire Rees, who moved
into the area following her marriage in St John’s Church last August.
Judith Walters, Chair

A vision for the future

Jason Hughes, Vice Chair
Hello, its time I introduced myself but before I do, a heartfelt ‘thanks’ for having
confidence in me and re-electing me to Council. I will try my hardest to deliver on your
behalf.
I live on Rowlands View in Utkinton and moved here about 2½ years ago with my wife
and three fast growing children. I want my kids to enjoy life in our Parish.
There have been so many changes recently at European, National, local and within our
two communities and I have some views on what I’d like to bring to my time on Council
and as the Vice Chair. When we were ‘campaigning’ for election I produced what could
be called (in more elevated circle) a ‘manifesto’ and here are just three of the projects I
hope to bring to fruition.
The first is just off Tirley Lane in the form of the
Quarry Wood and is a project that has been on the
Parish Council’s wish list for some time. Well, after a
lot of deliberation, the project to bring a ‘forest
school’ to bear is well and truly underway. I have
requested an ecology study to establish exactly what
range of wildlife currently inhabits Quarry Wood.
Once we have established this, we will liaise with
Cheshire Wildlife Trust, who entrusted us with some
grant funding, to identify what can be done to increase the potential to attract new
wildlife into the area. Added to that, we are in discussion with the Woodland trust and
have submitted an application to obtain quite a few new trees that we can plant in and
around the wood with the possibility of a few spares to be situated in other areas of our
parish (any recommendations welcome).
So, if that is a natural product, the next is aiming to be tech based. Over recent months I
have been talking (well shouting) to Openreach in the pursuit of superfast fibre
broadband for all. So far there has been a significant increase in activity right across the
parish from Openreach, and we are searching all Parish postcodes on the Openreach
website fibre checker to establish who does and does not currently have access to fibre.
Once this is complete, I will press for more focus on the areas that are less well served
and, if necessary, I will escalate to our local councillor for further pressure to be applied.
There is a big push ongoing from our government focusing on rural fibre connection, so I
fully intend to strike whilst the iron is hot.
As a father of three, I am and always will be seeking ways in which I can encourage youth
engagement within their community. I was in the Cheshire Army Cadet Force and this
enabled a positive development path throughout my teenage years and through to early
adult life. I am very keen to return that ethic into the future of this parish and have some
ideas that I want to put to the parish council in the near future, However I would like to
hear from your kids. What is it that they, and you, would like to see in the community?
What can we do as a council as alternatives to the PS4, XBOX, or PC? Please feel free to
email me and I will put your suggestions to the parish council

Neighbourhood Development Plan: Update and ‘Vision and Objectives’ Survey
By the time you read this piece, we hope to be well on the way to submitting our final
draft of the Neighbourhood plan to Cheshire Community Action and also to Cheshire
West and Chester for validation. This is so that they can check that what we are
proposing complies with all the right regulations.
In mid-June we put it in front of the Parish Council for review and scrutiny and to see if
any changes were required – as we had liaised with them over the course of writing the
Plan, it came through with ‘flying’ colours.
The Final Draft contains a number of ‘aspirations and policies’ formed following the
various consultations we have held across the Parish and it takes the form of a central
document supported by five ‘appendices’ that, collectively, cover the seven themes in
the ‘Vision and Objectives’ surveys you completed:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Homes to meet the needs of local people
Protecting the built environment
Better facilities for local people
Supporting the local economy
Transport, communication and infrastructure
Encouraging and supporting local distinctiveness
Protecting landscape and nature conservation interests

We will be printing a copy of the whole plan for each household and group right across
our Parish so that you can have YOUR say. That will be supported by copies placed on our
community website, but we will be asking you to submit your comments over a six-week
period and at ‘face to face’ consultations in our two village halls. Once you have had your
say we will put the Draft Neighbourhood Plan in front of two scrutinising bodies; CCA and
CWaC.
We are on target for the production of a ‘Neighbourhood Plan’ to put in front of an
Inspector and a number of statutory consultees during the Autumn and, if it passes their
‘tests’, then it will come out to you in the form of a referendum and if you say ‘Yes’, it will
become a ‘made’ Neighbourhood Plan and carry legal weight in all the decisions relating
to planning and service provision - hopefully by the end of 2019 but certainly very early in
2020.
‘Phew’, its been a long and drawn out process, made longer by the Elections earlier this
year, but we would like to thank you the residents of Utkinton and Cotebrook, our team
on the Steering Group and the Parish Council for supporting us on the journey – it will all
be worthwhile when it is finally done.
Ian Priestner and Tony Dahill

Cotebrook Greens
You may recall that one of the issues you pointed to in the Neighbourhood Plan
consultations and later in some direct consultations with local residents, that we asked
about the future of the two greens that the Council rents behind Woodlands Close in
Cotebrook. Well, the Parish Council took a decision in April to relinquish one of them
and to review the use of the other. The one that will be relinquished is the lease for the
lower of the two, rented from United Utilities, that is often waterlogged and rarely used.
That will happen in late June of 2019.
The other green, directly opposite the garages behind Woodland Close is rented from
CWaC and is stated as being ‘For Horticultural Purposes Only’. Following on from the
decision about ‘Green 2’ we were asked by some residents what our intentions were and
we simply asked them – the majority response was to try and turn it from a rarely used
open space into a community orchard and picnic area, so that is what we are looking
into. Eaton and Rushton PC gave us some ideas when they planted a community orchard
overlooking Oulton Pool and whilst our plans are nowhere near as ‘grand’ as theirs, we
have taken a leaf out of their book and are asking CWaC if the Parish can purchase the
land and then to plant half a dozen fruiting or flowering trees to create our own
‘wooded’ orchard for all the community to enjoy and maintain.
We are only just at the beginning of the process and will keep you informed as to
progress.
Highways, By-ways and Speed Management. Notes from meeting on 5th June 2019.
Our Chair and Borough Councillor had a meeting with CWaC Highways team to discuss a
number of issues that have been of concern to residents.
a. When the 20mph zone was introduced, we asked for the speed to be changed on this
solar powered speed indicating sign. As far as we are aware it has not been changed and,
also, we have asked whether this sign can be relocated to either John Street or Willington
Road and whilst we had a negative response initially, would wish to reopen this
discussion.
b. Stable Lane, Cotebrook - continues to be problematic, with drivers of many vehicles and
types driving at inappropriate speeds and causing potential harm to users of Cotebrook
Village Hall and Pre-school plus residents in general.
c. Our concern coincides with a request made by the Chair for a discussion on general speed
limits on the rural roads in our Parish (made of CWaC CEO, Andrew Lewis, recently)
and also an article published in ’The Times’
(https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/news/cut-unsafe-speed-limit-on-rural-roadsministers-urged-qwv9kdlnw) – in other words we want speed reductions right across the
Parish. 80% of our roads are at the National Speed Limit of 60mph!
d. State of roads – you, the residents are constantly asking when some of the ‘hot-spots’ will
be dealt with – Utkinton Lane, John Street, Wood Lane and Tirley Lane to name but four.
Finally, we have a request to all with hedges/trees which are at the side of a road to
keep them pruned so that road signs are clear and can be seen by road users

St Paul’s, Utkinton
Rather than a long piece – this is what some parents think of our wonderful school:

• “It's been a memorable & fantastic school year. Our boys have developed more than I expected.
They are such joyful & confident boys and I believe this is from the dedication of the school.”
(Reception & Year 1)
• "The dedication, commitment, energy and love from each and every member of the school staff is
truly exceptional! As a result, we have a happy, settled and caring child, making outstanding
progress. What a transformation!" (Year 1)
• "The nurturing environment has enabled our children to gain confidence and be encouraged to
excel. We couldn't have wished for a happier or more productive start to school life." (Key Stage
1)
• "My daughter has thrived at Utkinton School, giving her the confidence and education of a
private school. The belief the teachers have of every child shows in the smiles and fond memories
my daughter has." (Year 4)
• "We couldn't be more pleased with our children's education at Utkinton Primary School. They are
like a large extension of our family, nurturing every child as an individual and getting the best out
of them in a fun and loving environment - a wonderful school!" (Year 5)
• "A friendly school where our children have been very happy & made excellent progress." (Year 6)

PARISH CLERK’S MUSINGS: Final happenings from your Parish Clerk - Anita Langford
Welcome to my final Musings as I am retiring as your Parish Clerk.
It’s been a busy few months as we have had the first contested Parish
Council election anyone could remember and ensure that we complied
with Electoral Commission rules (yes, as well as General and European
Elections, these rules apply to a small Parish Council like ourselves).
You wouldn’t believe the amount of paperwork the whole election
process generated. Hopefully not too many trees suffered in the
process! All that is missing now is the invoice from Cheshire West & Chester Council as
we need to pay for having an election (whether contested or not).
At the same time as working on the election, I had to prepare my second, year-end
accounts, the process wasn’t quite as daunting as anyone expected. For the first time the
Parish Council chose not to have a full External Audit, saving save both time and money –
like balancing your personal budget, what we save on this charge, we can use to pay our
election bill. If you are interested our financial records are on the website:
www.utkintonandcotebrook.com.
Business has gone on as usual with issues reported to Highways, discussions with United
Utilities to hand back the Green at Cotebrook and answering queries from residents.
Please remember that all residents are welcome to attend our Parish Council meetings
which are held on the second Tuesday of each month. This gives you an opportunity to
raise any questions you have in person or just attend and get a flavour for the work
undertaken by Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish Council on your behalf.
.

THE PARISH COUNCIL – ELECTIONS ET AL
May 2019 saw Utkinton and Cotebrook elect a new Parish Council in the first contested
election in living memory. A ‘hard-fought’ contest in which 14 candidates vied for your
votes saw us lose two previous Councillors and two new ones take office. We thought it
appropriate to give you a picture of who they are, so you have some idea who you are
talking to. We have a parish Council of nine who are;
Marian Atkinson
07966 541806
marian.atkinsonuk
@gmail.com

Tony Burford
01829 732836
burford939@
btinternet.com

Roger Barnes
07861 312534
barnesie8
@hotmail.com

Tony Dahill
01829 733701
Anthony.dahill
@btinternet.com

Jason Hughes (Vice Chair)
07384 437565
Jhutkintonandcotebrookpc
@gmail.com

Andrew Needham
01829 732444
andrew.needhamuk
@hotmail.co.uk

Ian Priestner

Graham Stewart
01829 733216
gwb.stewart
@btinternet.com

01829 752009

Iputkintonandcotebrookpc
@gmail.com

Francis (Frank) Tunney
07860 917446

utkintonpc@gmail.com

St John and the Holy Cross, Cotebrook
There is a service of Holy Communion at 11.15 on the first Sunday of the month, to
which all are warmly welcome.
Afternoon Tea in Aid of St. John and the Holy Cross to be held at Pine Cones,
Race Course Lane, Cotebrook on Thursday 11th July, 3.00pm until 5.30pm
Selection of savouries, sandwiches, cakes, scones with tea or coffee £7.00
(alternatively, just come along for a drink and a slice of cake).
There will also be a raffle and tombola. (Food allergies can be catered for)
Planning Matters:
19/01315/OUT; Erection of Three Dwellings on land adjacent to Fox and Barrel,
Here we have the makings of another contentious and troubling
application. The PC is fighting it on the grounds that it sits outside
the current Settlement Boundary for Cotebrook and that there is
no call for houses of the type or scale within the ‘Parish Plan’ or
the emerging ‘Neighbourhood Plan’. There are other issues,
particularly related to the land it sits upon and the statement that
the primary reason for these houses is to support the viability of
the ‘Fox and Barrel’. We are also invoking an older (c. December
1994) application by ‘Mersey Forest’ and BTCV (a volunteer
organisation) who applied to plant the land and have a ‘bird hide’
on it – pointing to very definite environmental and landscape attributes
There is another, hidden (or rather not discussed in this application) reason for our
concern and that is that the developers previously approached the Parish Council, in
November 2018, with a proposal to build up to 30+ houses on the whole of the land
stretching from Basford’s Lane to the boundary of ‘The Old Haulage Yard’. What wasn’t
alluded to in their planning statement was that the developer, or owners of the land,
approached the owners of the ‘Old Haulage Yard’ and asked them to withdraw an
application for a single dwelling this giving them (the land owners) access to the A49
lower down.
17-03456-OUT Old Haulage Yard
This is the ‘other half’ of the application above – and forms a part of a tryptich of three
applications all about reveveloping the Haulage Yard and building a single detached
dwelling. The first of tree (15-05189-OUT) was submitted but withdrawn in August
2016, the second (17-00790-OUT) submitted but refused in May 2017 and the current
one (17-03456-OUT) resubmitted and is awaiting a decision. However, the owner told a
public meeting on 27th May that he had turned down the offer to purchase the land as
he wanted to put a dwelling on the plot and then redevelop the old cottage adjacent to
it. So the saga continues – much like ‘Star Wars’!

Community Transport – Update on the service and surveys.
We’re just over twelve months since the restructuring of the community transport
provision for our Parish – and the Ward as a whole and on 3rd June we held a meeting to
try and decide on our future needs as a Ward and what we can put place to meet them.
There has been an awful lot of work done in the first few months of 2019 to visualise
and propose a rural transport service that meets the needs of the four parishes of EatonRushton, Little Budworth, Tarporley and our own. During May some outline proposals
were put forward for a service that connects these four communities and provides
access to the mainstream bus and rail networks and we are almost at the point of testing
whether they can be provided at a cost that is acceptable to CWaC and which meets the
needs of all the community.
Initially, we looked at a number of circular routes, each starting at Tarporley and trying
to ‘join the dots’. There were three late additions; Delamere Station, Winsford and
Tiverton.
Eventually we found a way to include
them all, however it would mean a
greater mileage and slightly longer
Journey times but meant that, in theory,
we are able to service all six Tarporley
Ward communities and make
connections with Northern Rail, D&G 82
and Arriva 84.
The ‘goal’ was to look at provision of a 5day, 12-hour service that worked and
didn’t infringe any of the commercial providers’ existing services.
The next stage is to try and get to a cost that is
affordable and timetables that suit the vast
majority of our residents and that may take a
couple of months and the picture might change.
We have consulted with Cheshire West, and
representatives of all four Parish Councils,
Utkinton WI and a U3A but would really like to
hear your views, so we might ask you directly via
the website or you could email us at
utkintonpc@gmail.com

Who’s who and what is when
Contact Details for the Parish Council 2019

Parish Council dates for 2019: starting at
7:30 pm (includes a 15 min public session).
11th June 2019
Cotebrook

Francis Tunney

07860 917446

9th

01829 733216

July 2019

The Parish Council

Utkinton

Graham Stewart

10th September 2019

Cotebrook

Andrew Needham 01829 732444

8th October 2019

Utkinton

Ian Priestner

01829 752009

12th November 2019

Cotebrook

Marian Atkinson

07966 541806

10th

Utkinton (7:00 pm)

Roger Barnes

07861 312534

Tony Burford

01829 732836

Tony Dahill

01829 733701

Jason Hughes

07384 437565

Anita Langford
(Parish Clerk)

utkintonandcotebrookclerk@gmail.com

December 2019

07814 089666

Village Hall Committees
Cotebrook

Utkinton

Judith Walters - Chair
Nick Parker - Secretary

07711 243521
07850 930095

Marian Atkinson
Les Atkinson

01829 760698
07958 107078

Valerie Hague
Nicola Cerven

01829 760344
07724 189706

David Jones - Treasurer
Advertising

07974 929666

Trudy Boyle
Sarah Cooper
Tony Burford
Steve and Helen Moore
Tracy Chorlton
Samantha Edge

07545 554780
01829 760654
01829 732836
01829 760272
01829 760551
01829 760984

Louise Dyke

07917 807078

Graham Stewart Chair/ Treasurer

01829 733216

Francis Tunney

07860 917446

Liz Hannath & Margaret
Bowers - WI

01829 733778

Kath Dahill

01829 733701

01829 732349

David Woodward
Karen Murray
Sue Patten – Multisport Secretary
Richard Francis

07907 696731
01829 752551

Neighbourhood plan Steering Group Members:
Ian Priestner –on behalf of the Council 01829 752009 – ian.priestner@hotmail.com
Tony Dahill (Chair) 01829 733701 – anthony.dahill@btinternet.com
Carol Weaver, Graham Spencer
Vicki Ratchford and Marian Atkinson (for Cotebrook)

