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View from Tirley Laneã 2019 B Kelly 

“Now winter nights enlarge 
The number of their hours; 

And clouds their storms discharge 
Upon the airy towers. 

Let now the chimneys blaze 
And cups o’erflow with wine, 
Let well-turned words amaze 

With harmony divine” 
Thomas Campion (1567 – 1620) 

 
 

Issue 12 December 2019  



Editorial Comment 
 

Here we are on the cusp of yet another election and one that will confound and confuse 
many people.  We seem to have been talking about little else apart from the ‘B’ word for 
the past three and a half years, but there is much more that we need to address locally. 
In this issue we will cover our Neighbourhood Plan, planning applications, highways and 
byways, a new Parish Clerk and much more besides.  We will touch upon most of these 
in this issue, but it would seem appropriate to wish you all ‘Season’s Greetings’ as we 
enter the last knockings of 2019. 
We also make some appeals for your help and guidance as to the future in this issue, 
please feel free to get in touch, 
 
Communicating with you. 
Every year we go through the rigours of setting ‘Precepts’ that will enable us to manage 
the affairs of the Parish as best as we can and one of the much-debated costs has been 
that of the ‘Courier’ and our Website.  In 2018 we took a decision to reduce the number 
of ‘Courier’ issues from 4 – 2 and to decrease costs from between £600 to £320 a year.  
Our website costs around £85 a year and we have sought to ensure that it is well-spent.  
So, overall the cost of printing some 800 copies of the newsletter equates to just over 
£0.40p per issue and we think it worth doing. 
Issues of the ‘Courier’ are also put on our website where you can download them in 
either PDF or Word format. 
If we add the cost of the website, then the total cost per annum is around £425 or just 
over £1.30 per annum per household. 
Should you wish to be kept up with news ‘as it happens’ then you can have notifications 
about article sent straight to your computer or device by 
looking for this link icon at the bottom of each page on our 
website www.utkintonandcotebrook.com  
 
 
Sometimes in the Community parishioners consider starting up a group or get together 
with friends and start talking about what is missing or what would be needed in a Parish 
like ours.  Then they think about the cost and that is where the thinking can end.   
One of the ideas the Parish Council has considered is the creation of a fund whose 
purpose would be to encourage new groups or support existing ideas to improve the 
cultural and leisure life of the Parish.  Set at a modest level it could nonetheless make a 
big difference to those who could be discouraged when the funds have to be found 
themselves.  
Especially for those groups that involve exercise or simply meeting up they could use the 
existing Village Halls where the charges could be met from the fund. 
Before we take it further we would be interested in hearing from you.  Let us know your 
views by contacting any of the Parish Councillors. 

  



VILLAGE HALL NEWS: 
We had some disappointing news last month (October actually) when Sue Patten said 
she was resigning from the post of coordinator of the Utkinton multi-sport court.  There 
are few members now but if you would like to help run this section of the Village Hall 
then talk to the Chair, Graham Stewart, on 01829 733216.  You may notice that tennis 
net has been removed – this is simply to facilitate the cleaning of the court and it is 
stored securely.  We would love to see more villagers use the facility so please get in 
touch if you would like to join – its only £25 a year for the family. 
 
UTKINTON WI - PROGRAMME  2020   
Meetings will be held in the village hall at 7.30pm (unless stated otherwise; 

• 8 January 2020 A Village Afternoon Tea arranged by Utkinton WI, will be held 
in the village hall on Wednesday. It will run from 2pm to 4pm.  The cost will be 
£5.00.  All welcome! 

• 12 February Peter Folan will be talking about “Birds and their secrets” 
• 11 March Jane Hitchen will be taking us through “Scams Awareness” 
• 8 April  Charles Hardy from the “Chocolate Shop” will be giving us a 

talk and demonstration of making chocolates. 

Utkinton Village Hall Members’ Club – Winners  
April - Mrs. V Harris. May – Mr. R Johnson.  
June – Mrs. L Hannath. July – Mr. D Hodgson. 
Aug - Mrs. R Williams. Sept - Mrs. J Bennett. 

Oct - Mrs. J Crossfield. 
 
Thank you to all our members who are contributing valuable 
funds to the Village Hall. 
 
This form can be found on our website as a to print. 
 
The form can be found on this web page  
 http://utkintonandcotebrook.com/about/utkinton-village-
hall/  
 
You may have to scroll down a bit 

 
VE Day 2020 
Friday 8 May 2020, will be celebrated across Europe as the 
75th anniversary of the defeat of Nazism.  The traditional May Day bank holiday will be 
moved to the 8th May and there will be commemorations and celebrations throughout 
that weekend. Tarporley Ward is planning a series of events to mark VE Day and 
Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish Council will be joining in.  We will be letting you know 
what is planned as soon as we are informed.  We hope, like us, you will wish to join in to 
mark this important anniversary.   



COTEBROOK VILLAGE HALL RENOVATION – PHASE 2 
Over two years our village hall has been substantially upgraded with a new kitchen and 
the addition of the ‘Alex Timpson Room’ all with a new more stylish façade as well. 
The key driver for Phase 2 was an outdated heating system, and this led to applications 
to various charitable groups including a successful one to the ‘National Lottery’. Work 
has commenced to upgrade the main part of the hall and this includes: 
• Install underfloor heating in the main hall and removing the old radiators 
• Installation of an engineered wood floor 
• Install roof insulation as this is the major source of heat loss. 
• Fit a suspended ceiling 
• Install a hoist in the disabled toilet 
• Install new emergency exit doors at the rear 
• Replace the ramp at the rear of the hall with a less steep one 
• Replace the stage curtains and curtains 
• Renew the tables and chairs 
• Removal of the old heating chimney 
• Originally the work scheduled to take two years, but the departure 

of the Pre-school enabled us to programme it in two months. 
• The underfloor heating necessitated removal of the old original 

floorboards to install the insulation beneath the heating pipes needed for the system. 
Unfortunately, it is not economic to re-use the floorboards. 

The new heating system will connect into the new boiler system, a part of phase 1, 
which was designed to cater for the extension of the heating to the main hall. 
The plan is to complete early January at least for the internal work. 
As can be seen it is a major undertaking and the forbearance of the regular users is 
gratefully appreciated. Hopefully they will benefit from the better conditions in the main 
hall.  
As usual thanks must go to the village hall committee particularly Les Atkinson and Judith 
Walters. 
Zumba Gold - Due to the renovations taking place at Cotebrook Village Hall, the Zumba 
Gold Classes will finish for the Christmas period the last Friday in November. 
Classes will re-start at 9.45am on Friday, 31st January when we will be able to take 
advantage of the newly restored main hall. 
We are a friendly class and would welcome any new members.  Zumba Gold is a low 
impact Latin dance fitness class suitable for the 50+ age-group. 
If you wish to come along to try it out, please ring Maritza on 07501 373426 or Marian 
on 01829 760 698. Sessions cost £5 per person. 
  



FEATURE ON ROSE FARM SHOP EXTENSION 
When we moved into Utkinton almost 30-years ago the shop and post office sat on the 
corner of Quarry Bank and John Street – an archetypal village shop.  The owners decided 
to sell up and John Johnson took up the reins with a plan to move the facility to its 
current location just off John Street that his family had farmed for many years.   It has 
been gathering pace for the past 23 years as a farm and shop, adding a café, gift shop, 
garden centre / florists, car wash, latterly a camper van business has replaced the slot 
vacated by ‘The Shed Man’. 
More recently much of the visible farming elements were moved to ‘pastures new’ at 
the family’s other properties on Quarry Bank and in Duddon. 
But John and David Johnson haven’t let the grass grow under their feet – they decided to 
convert the vacant barn into business units and that is what this article is about. 
We asked, ‘why make the changes?’ – and it was a simple fact that the farming 
enterprise had outgrown the barn and it made some sense to diversify and bring some 
new business to the village. 
And already they have tenants who are active and employing local staff – but more is 
planned. 
Three of these new ventures are open already; 
Chase and Wonder – pottery, candles and gifts (www.chaseandwonder.com ) – some of 
their product is available in the Gift Shop – all designed locally and made in the UK. 
Landfill Angels – if you’ve seen the BBCTV programme ‘Money for Nothing’, then you 
will know what they do (Facebook page; ‘Landfill Angels’  
Results Through Digital: A digital Marketing Agency (https://resultsthrough.digital/  
In the next month or so a Yoga class ‘Yoga in the Cowshed’, and ‘Electrical Solutions’ an 
electrician are also planned with some more to come. 
 

We wish them all well and hope they all thrive. 
 
As well as employment, these ventures will also bring footfall to the shop, the café, gift 
shop, florist, car wash, camper van sales and, of course; the DONKEYS! 

 
  



Neighbourhood Development Plan: Update and ‘Vision and Objectives’ Survey 
 
The situation is that the Steering Group has submitted the draft with your amendments 
to both CWaC and CCA for scrutiny and we have also submitted the same documents to a 
number of ‘Statutory’ and other Consultees (around 40 in total) and the response has 
been, generally, that the draft need no changes and was acceptable.  The one requirement 
was that any requests for change needed to be with the Steering Group no later than 4th 
December.  Some thirty-three Consultees were contacted – two recipients were not 
found, 7 responded with no comments and one (Mersey Forest) with some broad 
recommendations. 
 
The next stage is to compile all the amendments and then it goes back to CWaC for final 
scrutiny before it goes to an Inspector, who will judge it as ready for a ‘Referendum’ or 
whether they require any changes. 
 
Our hope is that we will be able to get this to that final stage, where you, as residents have 
the ultimate say ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ by March. 
 
Forest School Project 

The Quarry Wood lies just off Tirley Lane and has been 
a project that has been on the Parish Council’s wish 
list since 2017.  It was the subject of a grant from the 
Cheshire Wildlife Trust a couple of years ago.  
 
After a lot of deliberation, the project to bring a 
‘forest school’ to bear is beginning to take shape and 
at its last meeting the Council agreed that it would 
seek quotes to repair the fencing around the marl pit 

to make it safe and to look at providing some low benches for children to sit at and 
observe the wild life.  The School has been consulted and they are behind the project so 
what we are now doing is to seek final quotes for the supply and fit of these items within 
the budget of c.£950.  We would seek volunteer help to replace the existing fencing 
(almost 20+ years since it was first put in place) and to locate some naturalistic flat 
benches in one of the flatter areas.  Also, we need help to clear the paths into and out of 
the area to make it useable and ‘child -friendly’ – Can you offer any help and assistance?  
If so, please contact the Clerk or Cllr Hughes. And let them know what help you could 
offer. 
 
The goal is to try and bring this project to fruition by Spring 2020 to allow the children, 
and others to enjoy this natural resource to its fullest. 
  



An appreciation of the Views from Utkinton – Graham Stewart 
 
The views from Tirley Lane and Quarry Bank are regarded as some of the Best in Cheshire 
due to the height of these roads above sea level (averaging 500 ft). 
Starting from St Paul’s Primary School at the Quarry Bank/Tirley Lane 
Junction surrounded by a precision cut sandstone wall. From the 
junction of Quarry Bank with Tirley Lane, walking North, with the 
School on the right. 

Up the rise, to where Tirley Lane narrows, past a fine sandstone wall 
on the left. At the top, to the right, is Quarry Wood, an open wild 
green space, full of wildlife.  Past here again, on the right, one passes 
a good example of a sandstone wall surrounding an old village well, 
now dried out. In the Spring many daffodils can be seen. 

Here you pass a house named ‘Breagha Sealladh’, difficult to pronounce, let alone spell, it 
is Gaelic, the language spoken on the Western Isles of Scotland, simply, translated means 
‘Beautiful View’. 
Progressing up Tirley Lane one passes Grove House, the road side 
barns were once a goat farm, prospects open up to the west across 
farm fields with views over towards The City of Chester, the Duke 
of Westminster’s estate and its Tower , the Queensferry Bridge 
over the river Dee, the BAE Airbus complex. The height here is 450 feet above sea level. 
Tirley Garth can be seen, and on Saints days the appropriate flags flutter in the wind and, 
in the autumn, the trees at Tirley Garth are a mass of rich colours. Across the Cheshire 

plain smoke rises skyward from autumn fires. Autumn brings the 
mists and if you are about early on an autumn morning you may 
see much of the Cheshire plain shrouded in a white mist, a few tall 
trees rising above it. 

In winter the indication of a cold day is the snow covering on the tops of the Clwydians 
and, on a fine day, the views extend over towards Moel Famau, 
1,804 feet above sea level. Great atmosphere on a stormy day as 
the sun light shines out from the gathering clouds, as if a search 
light to a stage. Just wonderful. In summer one looks out over 
fields of waving corn as the wind shakes it. At the close of the day 
the sun sets can be spectacular. 
From here as autumn dusk moves in, the wild Canadian geese may fly by in their V 
formation, ‘ker-honk, ker-honking’ as they go. Buzzard’s can also be spotted high in the 
sky, circling calling to their young, ‘peeiou-peeiou;, as they teach then the art of hunting. 
These birds can be seen from above as they fly along the valley below. 
On a deep blue summer sky day, look skyward and see the vapour trails from aircraft 
criss-crossing as they fly overhead at 35,000 feet. Where have they come from, where 



are they bound?  One time, many years past, the Red Arrows flew over and from this 
point on Tirley lane to Moel Famau, it would take them just 14 seconds at speed. 
On some days can be observed the British Airbus plane (aka ‘The 
Beluga’) coming into land at Hawarden Airport after its flight 
from Toulouse in France. 
After a fall of heavy snow Tirley Lane can be a magical place with 
all the hedges covered in snow and the tree branches hanging full of newly fallen snow, 

the road white over. All very still and silent. Then along comes a car 
slushing slowly down the road and the magic is gone, the pleasure of 
the scene lost, like a snowflake on the river for a moment white then 
melts for ever. 

This is the highest point on Tirley Lane at 500 feet. To the right is a fine example of a 
restored sandstone cottage, Stone Cottage, with its fine stone carvings at the roof 
corners. Also, along the lane is the last remaining thatched cottage in the village, there 
are two more in the Parish, both in Cotebrook. 
To the left side of the lane can be seen a fine example of a restored Victorian farm wall 
with its iron railing top. 
By Monarchy Hall Farm are some fine Scots Pine trees and, just past to the left is a field 
which when planted out with rapeseed glows a deep and wonderful yellow, set against 
green surroundings. 
At the end of Tirley Lane there is a junction with Heath’s Lane. At this point Primrose 
Wood is on the left. At the corner on the left is a section of Cheshire Railing, but now 
sadly overgrown with hedging.  Opposite is Tirley Farm with a fine sandstone wall and an 
old standing platform for milk churns, from the time when milk was collected at the farm 
gate. Walk along beside the wood and, in the spring, one may catch 
the sound of a woodpecker, drumming, deep in the forest. In the 
autumn the trees are full of rich yellows, golden, red, bronze and 
brown colours. If caught by the sun they sparkle. On past the wood 
the landscapes open out, by the field where people sledge on snow 
covered days. 

The view here is towards Winter Hill, Bolton; 1,482 feet high. The 
Lovell Telescope at Jodrell Bank, Goostrey and industrial 
Northwich and Lostock can also be seen from Heaths Lane. 
At the road sign for the village of Utkinton, turn right and walk up 

the hill onto Quarry Bank As one nears the top, look back and you will see Eddisbury Hill 
Fort in the distance. Eddisbury, once an iron age hill fort this was used by the Romans 
and Aethelflaed Lady of the Mercians. Further on one can gain aspects towards 
Macclesfield and the Southern Pennines. You may see Shuttling’s Hill, 1,645 feet high, 
away in the distance. Continue to walk along past the High Billinge green to your left and 
its pond. On the right is High Billinge, topped by tall trees. This is an ancient site and the 
second highest point in Cheshire at 600 feet. The highest being Mow Cop, south of 
Congleton and in this area are many examples of some very fine trees. 



By Rowley Farm the road takes a sharp bend and here once more the prospects open out 
towards The Peckforton Hills, Beeston and Peckforton Castles, Higher Burwardsley. Hart 
Hill and Raw Head, 737 feet high. On a clear day you may chance to see people walking 
on the grass area atop of Beeston Castle. 

On the left-hand side of the bend is Rowley Cottage dating from 1845 
Just by the driveway into Rowley Farm is a gate to a Field, pause here 
and, on a very clear day, with the light in the right direction, not too 
much sun, just still and clear, pause and you may well be rewarded to 
see The Long Mynd and High Bowdler at 

Church Stretton, 40+ miles away. This is a rare and special view and 
the weather and atmosphere needs to be just right to make it 
happen. It is a view towards Shropshire, the home of A E 
Houseman. ‘Those blue remembered hills, the land of lost content. 
We see it shining plain.’ 
Continue to walk along Quarry Bank, you are now at it’s top 480 feet. There is a fine row 
of long-standing and protected oak trees and through these fine views towards Hart Hill 
and Beeston Castle. Again, the farm fields in the summer offer fine views of crops 
growing and being rustled by the wind as it sweeps across. 
At times when the grass is cut, that wonderful scent of recently cut grass is in the air, at 
harvest time there are views of bails set across the fields awaiting to be gathered in, 
before the winter storms begin. Then a newly ploughed field with its brown straight 
furrows.  Cattle gently grazing and enjoying their day, as are the horses at Rowley Farm. 
The road now takes a bend to the left. Just past where the new homes were built. To the 
right here is an old village well, set back into the hedge, with the fresh spring water still 
running. 

The road now descends down toward the centre of the village and 
the Memorial Shrine. This was put in place to remember those 
villagers who fell in the First and later in the Second World War. It is 
modelled on French Village Shrines that were seen by solders as 
they passed on their way through France to The Western Front Line 
in the 1914 to 1918 War and was refurbished in 2018 to 
commemorate its centenary. 
As the Primary School comes into view there is a narrow view out 
towards Moel Famau, right in front of you, just a narrow view but 

nonetheless spectacular as one looks down on it 
One can continue down to the Shrine, where there are benches on which to rest. 
What a wonderful walk, what wonderful views, what an attractive place to be fortunate 
to live in. 

Text by Graham Stewart, Photos c. Bronwyn Kelly 
 
  



 

Highways, By-ways and Speed Management.  
a. When the 20mph zone was introduced, we asked for the speed to be changed on the 

solar powered speed indicating sign from Quarry Ban and the most recent conversations 
have been about the relocation of this sign to the North side of the bus-stop on John 
Street, pointing towards Willington, where there is a clear view for about 100m and this 
would give adequate reminders to oncoming drivers of the 30mph Speed Limit.  We have 
also been asked to talk to CWaC about reviewing the 20mph Zone to take into account 
the stretch between ‘Greenacres’ (Willington Road) and. 

b. Stable Lane, Cotebrook - continues to be problematic, with drivers of many vehicles and 
types driving at inappropriate speeds and causing potential harm to users of Cotebrook 
Village Hall and Pre-school plus residents in general. We continue to monitor this stretch. 

c. State of roads – you, the residents are constantly asking when some of the ‘hot-spots’ will 
be dealt with.  Tirley Lane was resurfaced in October but not yet lined at its junctions, – 
The next target will be the stretch between Wood Lane and Rose Farm Shop entrance – 
your help would be gratefully accepted and if you could complain to CWaC it could make 
the difference.  We will also continue to monitor Utkinton Lane and Wood Lane. 

d. School Parking - One concern raised by a number of residents is the growth in the 
numbers of cars at the school in the morning and evening and the indiscriminate manner 
in which some parents park to drop off and pick up.  Quarry bank becomes almost 
unpassable and we will be talking with the School and PTA to see what might be done and 
some solutions.  

Don't forget if you see a pothole or want to complain about signage, the state of roads 
then you can do so via this page on the CWaC Website - 

https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/contact-us/report-it/potholes-and-road-
faults.aspx 

Or you can simply call them on 0300 123 7036 or email at 
engch@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk  

 
Cotebrook Greens 
Over 2018/9 the Parish Council was in discussion with the two landlords from whom it 
rented the greens at Cotebrook – CWaC and United Utilities. The latter of these has, 
since, been vacated and handed back to UU – primarily because of the waterlogging and 
its lack of use.  The second (immediately in front of the garages), was seen by many as 
underused and in danger of becoming overgrown, so the PC approached CWaC to see 
whether it could be ‘converted’ to a community orchard and picnic area – much as the 
one at Oulton Pool.  As we go to press this is under discussion as part of CWaC’s review 
of its property portfolio, but the indications are that it is likely to be approved in early 
2020. 
So the plan is, and we would wish you to have your say on this, that we might use some 
of the CIL funding to purchase and plant some mixed fruit trees and a picnic table or two 
and even some wild flower seeds.  The PC will continue to maintain the fabric of the 
green but would leave the harvesting of fruit to residents …  



St John and the Holy Cross, Cotebrook 
It’s hard to believe we are nearing another Christmas!  
Here at St John’s we will be holding our annual Lessons and Carol’s Service on Sunday 
December 15th at 4pm. As well as singing much loved carols, we also build and bless the 
crib scene and afterwards there are refreshments for everyone in the Village Hall.  
You can see a picture of some of the 
congregation from last year! The service 
lasts only just over half an hour so why 
not join us to help celebrate this very 
special time of year? As with all 
services, all are very welcome. 
There is a huge amount going on in the Parish over Christmas and the calendar on our 
website has full details of all services http://www.tarporleyparishchurch.org  
Please note that there will be no service at St John’s on Christmas Day. We invite you 
instead to join us for a parish service at 10am at St Helen’s Church in Tarporley.  
Services at St John’s continue next year on Jan 5th when we will be celebrating the 
Epiphany and welcoming the Kings (who are always late) into our crib scene. 

With every blessing  
Revd. Georgina Watmore 
 

Decorating the Church 
We have a request for help 
from the PCC with decorating 
our church for Christmas. Meet 
at St John from 9.30 am on 
Friday 13Dec in readiness for 
the Candlelit Carol Service 
 
And some news from ‘Friends 
Of Utkinton’ school –(formerly 
the PTA) their annual Festive 
Fair is being held in the new 
hall at the school on Quarry 
Bank. 
Its certainly likely to be a 
wonderful occasion, full of 
festive treats and chlldren 
enjoying  what Christmas is 
about. 

  



Planning Matters:  
19/01315/OUT; Erection of Three Dwellings on land adjacent to Fox and Barrel,  
We received news that this application was refused by CWaC 
on the grounds that it did not comply with the latest ‘Local 
Plan 2’ or with the recently updated ‘National Planning 
Protocol’. 
The latest ‘Local Plan 2’ has redefined the area in which 
Cotebrook sits as being ‘open countryside’ and this means 
that any planning application will be subject to detailed 
scrutiny.  So, Cotebrook no longer has a defined ‘Settlement 
Boundary’ and is not adjacent to a ‘Local Service Centre’ (the 
closest being Utkinton some 1.5 miles away’ as the crow 
flies). 
 
17-03456-OUT Old Haulage Yard 
In a similar vein CWaC studied the application (the third in almost as many years) to 
redevelop the old haulage yard just off Tarporley Road and voted for refusal of this one 
too.  This is despite the Parish Council and the Ward Councillor suggesting it was infill 
and restitution of a previous dwelling … the reasons given by the Planning Committee 
were that Local Plan 2 (sic) says that Cotebrook is an unsustainable village – but it would 
have considered ‘affordable housing’ if a need could have been demonstrated! 
As far as we are aware the owner will be appealing this ‘refusal’ and the Parish Council 
will support his actions – if you would wish to do the same we will post the details on the 
website. 
 
19-03090-FUL Forest Farm – 7 Dwellings in Converted Barns 
In overall terms the Parish Council had no objections to this development as it would be 
reusing a series of barns that would be left once the farm stops being a dairy farm.  Our 
concerns were; 

• Transport - the claims made in the planning statement are wrong, there is no 
true public transport within 400m 

• Affordable dwellings - there are none proposed for this development when 
quite clearly it could accommodate them within the constraints of LP2 

• The nearest shop is 2 miles away, schools are similar distances 
• The local residents have expressed concern as to increased traffic along Heaths 

Lane and Stable/Fishpool lane - both of which are at National Speed Limit (60 
mph) 

• The development will not add to the community but will ’stand alone’ 
• The PC also has concerns related to the existing (approved) application for a 

farm-workers dwelling as the existing dairy operations are likely to move away.  



Community Transport – Update on the service and surveys. 
 
We’re just over eighteen months since the restructuring of the community transport 
provision for our Parish – and the Ward as a whole and on 3rd June we held a meeting to 
try and decide on our future needs as a Ward and what we can put place to meet them. 
  
There has been an awful lot of work during 2019 to visualise and propose a rural 
transport service that meets the needs of the four parishes of Eaton-Rushton, Little 
Budworth, Tarporley and our own.   
 
The next 
stage is to 
survey the 
whole Ward 
and, by now 
you may 
have 
received a 
survey that 
asks the 
2,300 
households 
in our four 
Parishes 
what they 
would 
expect, how 
they might 
use and where they would go to if the ‘Tarporley Ward Bus’ was put in place.  The survey 
is surprisingly easy to complete and comes with a reply-paid envelope so you can send it 
back. 
 
We have set a deadline of 31st January for responses but will accept them whenever 
they come in.  If you would prefer to do this online then we have set up a ‘Survey 
Monkey’ online form at (www.sm.com/bus ) - on each of the four Parish Websites, and 
you can download additional forms from the four Parish Websites if you wish. 
 
The survey and the printing and postage has been funded by our Ward Councillor, 
Eveleigh Moore-Dutton, and she is to be commended for using her ‘Member’s Budget’ 
to support a venture that reaches every household in the Ward – thanks. 
 
So now its up to you.  We look forward to your responses. 
 
On the next page we list what is currently available in terms of ‘Community Transport’.  



Community Bus Service - Utkinton - Tarporley - Tiverton - Brassey Green - Huxley - 
Tarvin to Chester City Centre, Countess Hospital and Cheshire Oaks (Tuesdays and 
Thursdays) 
 
As a registered bus service, normal fares will be charged (half fare for young people up 
to their 19th birthday), and Cheshire concessionary bus passes ARE valid for travel after 
09:30.  This service can be used by anyone - just register your details with the Council by 
ringing 01244 97303 and talk to one of our friendly staff. The telephone line is open 
Monday to Friday between 0800 (8am) and 1600 (4pm) except on public holidays. 
 

Utkinton Shrine 0920 Cheshire Oaks (Coach Park) 1335 
Tarporley Co-op 0930  Countess of Chester Hospital 1350 
Tiverton War Memorial 0938 Foregate Street, Old Queens Head 1400 
Huxley Church 0943 Tarvin, St Andrews Church 1415 
Hoofield Hall 0945 Hoofield Hall 1425 
Tarvin, St Andrew’s Church 0955- Huxley Church 1427 
Foregate Street, Old Queens Head 1015 Tiverton War Memorial 1432 
Countess of Chester Hospital 1025 Tarporley Co-op 1440 
Cheshire Oaks (Coach Park) 1040 Utkinton Shrine 1450 

 
Community Car Service Tarporley Area - Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
The community car is available on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays between 0930 and 
1430 (except public holidays). You can book trips by ringing 01244 973039 this number 
at least 24 hours in advance. 
The cost of using this service is £3.00 per person for a single trip, and £5.00 for two trips 
on the same day. We regret this is not a bus service, so concessionary bus passes will 
NOT be accepted.  The telephone is open Mondays to Fridays between 08:00 (8am) and 
16:00 (4pm), except on public holidays. 
 
RURAL RIDER Cheshire Community Development Trust - Wednesday 
the Rural Rider service provides door-to-door bus services to residents of more rural 
parts outside of Northwich and Winsford where there is limited or non-existent public 
transport. For more information on this service please see the Rural Riders page. For 
Utkinton and Cotebrook this runs; Wednesday Morning to Northwich and Wednesday 
Afternoon to Winsford. Call 01606 723180 for details 
 
Volunteer Car Schemes 
In addition to the community transport bus services, Cheshire CDT also coordinate a 
number of Voluntary community car schemes operating throughout the Cheshire West 
and Chester district 
  



The Parish Council, Clerk & Ward Councillor 
Marian Atkinson 

07966 541806 
marian.atkinsonuk@gmail.com 

Roger Barnes 
07861 312534 
barnesie8@hotmail.com 
 

Tony Burford 
01829 732836 

burford939@btinternet.com 

Tony Dahill 
01829 733701 
Anthony.dahill@btinternet.com 

Jason Hughes (Vice Chair) 
07384 437565 

Jhutkintonandcotebrookpc 
@gmail.com 

Andrew Needham 
01829 732444 
andrew.needhamuk@ 
hotmail.co.uk 

Ian Priestner 
01829 752009 

Iputkintonandcotebrookpc 
@gmail.com 

Graham Stewart 
01829 733216 
gwb.stewart@btinternet.com 

Francis (Frank) Tunney 
utkintonpc@gmail.com 

07860 917446 
 
 

Diane Jones 
Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial 

Officer 
07904 076395 

utktintoandcotebrookclerk@ 
gmail.com 

Eveleigh Moore-Dutton 
Ward Councillor 
07711 817060 
Eveleigh.MooreDutton@ 
cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 

 
Our new Clerk 
In recent times it has been very difficult to get potential Clerks to respond to advertising 
so this time we cast our net much wider by using CWaC’s ‘Jobs Board’, our own media 
sites and Tarporley too – and we had more than 20 applicants, which made making a 
choice very difficult! But we interviewed three excellent candidates and chose Diane 
Jones, who joined us at the November Parish Council Meeting, her background is in 
finance and local government and we look forward to working with her over coming 
Years. 
It falls to me, as Chair, to thank all the candidates for responding and to offer our sincere 
thanks to Anita Langford who has helped us make the change easier by working well past 
her official leaving date.  Thanks also go to ChALC and to Kath Lloyd (Clerk of Great 
Boughton) for their assistance.  



Who’s who and what is when 
Parish Council dates for 2019/20: starting at 7:30 pm (includes a 15 min public session). 

10th December 2019 Utkinton 
14th January 2020 Utkinton 

11th February 2020 Utkinton 
10th March 2020 Cotebrook 

14th April 2020 Utkinton 

12th May 2020 Cotebrook (includes Annual Parish Meetings) 
9th June 2020 Utkinton 
7th July 2020 Cotebrook 

August No PC Meeting 
8th September 2020 Utkinton 
13th   October 2020 Cotebrook 

10th November 2020 Utkinton 

8th December 2020  Cotebrook (7:00 pm) 

Village Hall Committees 

Cotebrook Village Hall Utkinton Village Hall 

Judith Walters - Chair 07711 243521 Graham Stewart – Chair 
/Treasurer 

01829 733216 

Nick Parker - Secretary 07850 930095 Liz Hannath & Margaret 
Bowers - WI 

01829 733778        
01829 732349 

Marian Atkinson 01829 760698 Kath Dahill 01829 733701 

Les Atkinson- Treasurer 07958 107078 David Woodward  

Trudy Boyle 07545 554780 Karen Murray  

Tony Burford 01829 732836 Richard Francis 01829 752551 

Steve and Helen Moore 01829 760272 Francis Tunney 07860 917446 

Tracy Chorlton 01829 760551   

Samantha Edge 01829 760984   

Clair Rees    

Joanne Irving    

Neighbourhood plan Steering Group Members: 
Ian Priestner –on behalf of the Council 01829 752009 – ian.priestner@hotmail.com 

Tony Dahill (Chair) 01829 733701 – anthony.dahill@btinternet.com 
Carol Weaver, Graham Spencer, Vicky Ratchford 

and Marian Atkinson (for Cotebrook) 


