‘The Courier’
A Newsletter for Cotebrook and Utkinton

Thursday 6th May 2021 - 07:00 – 22:00
Local Elections for Police and Crime Commissioner
&
Referendum for Utkinton and Cotebrook Neighbourhood Plan
On Thursday 6th May there are two opportunities to vote on local
matters for our Parish; For the next Police and Crime Commissioner
(PCC) and in a Referendum related to the Utkinton and Cotebrook
Neighbourhood Plan
•
•
•

•

The Polling Stations will be located at Cotebrook and Utkinton Village
Halls and will be open from 07:00 am to 10:00 pm
You can vote in person at the Polling Station or by Postal Vote if you
have chosen that option
If you would like to register for a postal vote, you can download an
application form from Cheshire West and Chester Council website
(cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk)
or phone the Parish Clerk on 07709 512348 who will pop a copy in the
post for you
Your votes are important, so please make an effort to do so.
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Editor’s Messages;
2020 and 2021 have, thus far, proved to be testing times for us all and, for many, it
has been difficult both physically and financially. Our village halls and the Church
have been closed so meetings have taken place by the, now, ubiquitous ‘Zoom’. We
have, together, achieved much and I would like to thank my colleagues on the Parish
Council, our outgoing and incoming Parish Clerk, the committees of both village halls
and the dozen or so individuals who pulled together as ‘Buddies’.
Together we’ve achieved quite a lot
• Distribution of hand sanitiser through our Buddy Scheme
• Christmas Goody Bags delivered to those isolating across our Parish
• The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and the Parish Council submitted
the final Plan to CWaC and an independent examiner
• Parish Councillors donated Christmas trees to the two village halls
• Considered, discussed and commented on local planning applications
• Achieved our goal of a Community Orchard in Cotebrook
• Rose Farm Shop has continued to serve the community
• Hopefully, by the time you get to read this we will have a date for the speed
restrictions around Cotebrook Church to be enacted
But there is still much to do for the future.
• A ‘campaign’ to get more ‘Dog Poo Bins’
• Trying to get CWaC and our MP interested in spending some of the
promised Government funds for road maintenance
2021/22 Precept
• The Parish council supports three of our community assets – each of the
village halls and our Parish Church by donations and the two village halls by
hiring them on a bi-monthly basis and through a small annual grant – all of
this funded by the Precept.
Utkinton WI
• Utkinton WI are looking forward to holding meetings when restrictions are
lifted. These will take place as before, on the second Wednesday of the
month, at 7.30pm.
• In the meantime, they will resume the small outdoor get-togethers which
proved so popular last year. These of course will be dependent on fine
weather.

Neighbourhood Plan: An update.
We’ve been asked on numerous occasions; ‘What has
happened to the Neighbourhood Plan?’
Well, you will get the opportunity to vote to accept or
reject the Plan as submitted on Thursday 6th May, in
either of our two village halls.
The plan was submitted to CWaC and then to an
Independent examiner in March of this year and you can
read what they concluded on the Parish Website links
below.
We (the PC or Councillors) are not permitted to persuade
or advise you which way to vote but we would urge you
to vote.
When your votes in the Referendum are counted and there is a simple majority then the
Neighbourhood Plan will become an integral component of the local planning regulations.
If the vote is against acceptance, then the Neighbourhood Plan will go back to the Steering
Group for revisions and or amendments and the process begins again.
If you would like to download and read all the final documents as well as the Examiner’s
report then you do so by going to this page on our website and clicking on each of the
links:
https://utkintonandcotebrook.com/neighbourhood-plan/
https://utkintonandcotebrook.com/2021/01/08/ucpc-draft-neighbourhood-planexaminers-questions/

Utkinton Village Hall:

The Hall committee has been busy during the ‘close season’ and has put a number of
projects into play kicking odd with:
•
A car park extension and some smashing planted troughs
•
We had the old water heater replaced after it failed in clouds of steam,
•
The roof has finally (we hope) been repaired and it shouldn’t leak,
•
The hall had a thorough deep clean, and we installed hand sanitisers throughout
•
Finances are looking steady following some ‘Business Interruption Grants’ via CWaC
•
We have reopened the tennis court following the new lockdown regs and
membership is beginning to grow again
•
We have four, maybe five groups looking to take up classes at the Hall and are
awaiting instructions from the ‘Department for Housing, Communities and Local
Government’ to announce whether physical meetings can take place.

The new Treasurer (Graham Harrison) has been working hard to ensure we can
survive the next year or two by looking at our income and expenditure – he’s
doing a good job too.

The Hall’s ‘Members Club’ continues to thrive, and we have had a number of winners – If
you’d like to be in with a chance and to help the hall, please get in touch with Richard
Francis – his details are on the back cover.

We are pleased to announce another communal project
to ensure the survival of Utkinton Village Hall – ‘Rainbow
Recipes’. The result of a great deal of work by some
parishioners it is been lovely to see these recipes brought
together into a single book that will be sold in aid of
Village Hall funds at £4.00 and available from Rose Farm
Shop and cafe.
There will be a link to purchase online for delivery in
Utkinton or post those further afield (2nd class post
charge added to the amount paid direct to the Village Hall
online).

What else has been going on?

If you haven’t noticed, there is a new social media feed available in the form of
‘Nextdoor’, a local equivalent to ‘Facebook’ so now we have four opportunities for you
to keep up to date with our Parish;

•

https://nextdoor.co.uk/news_feed/

Plus our long-running web pages: www.utkintonandcotebrook.com and Utkinton and
Cotebrook Community Facebook pages and Utkinton-and-Cotebrook- Group Facebook
page.
The PC was asked how residents could reduce the amount of ‘dog poo’ right round the
villages and we asked you where you might like any extra bins to be located – and this is
what you told us.
• The junction of Heaths Lane and Tirley Lane adjacent to Primrose Wood
• At High Billinge Pond (the corner of Quarry bank and Knights Lane
• On the newly acquired Community Orchard in Cotebrook.
It is unfortunate but if we go for all three, then it will cost the Parish around £900 as a
one-off cost and around £750 a year to service (empty and maintain) them. The ongoing
cost represents around £2.50 per household per annum, so, if you are a dog walker, this
is what it might cost every household if you don’t take your dogs’ ‘doings’ home and
dispose of them correctly.
If you have views on this issue, or anything else then be sure to let your Parish Councillor
or Clerk have some details and we will see what we can do.

Quarry Wood, Tirley Lane
‘Not a lot of people know this …’ but the Parish Council has been involved with
the Quarry Wood for almost 84 years and over the years it has been a little known, but
wonderful, resource for young and old alike.
The PC took a more detailed interest a few years ago
and was applied for a grant from to help maintain the
woodland area and the fencing around the marl pit. Lying
just off Tirley Lane, Quarry Wood has been a project on the
Parish Council’s wish list since 2017.
The goal was to try and bring this project to fruition by
Spring 2020 to enable the community to enjoy this natural resource to its fullest.
However, a small virus got in the way and it wasn’t completed until early August. The
project was managed by Cllr Jason Hughes and our thanks for the efforts he put in.
The whole of the fence around the marl pit and pond has been replaced on a ‘like
for like’ basis, but the fence isn’t finished, and we are looking to install livestock netting
on the pond side to make it much safer for children and animals. If you would like to
help us maintain it, please contact Jason on either
jason.hughes1903@sky.com or his mobile
07368132902.
The Parish Council are the registered owners of this
wonderful resource and recent research suggests that
we took over in 2002. They are also considering a
number of other projects and they would appreciate your comments and involvement.
We, the Parish Council, recently asked for quotes for landscape maintenance to cover:
• Quarry Wood
• High Billinge pond and surround
• The Steps (between upper and lower Northgate)
• Cotebrook Community Orchard
And we awarded the contract to a local contractor from Cotebrook for, initially, a twelvemonth period.
High Billinge Pond
We have a question for you: ‘Do you know who owns High Billinge Pond?’
The PC has been cutting and maintaining if for at least 20 years, and as such we are
responsible for it but would like to consider bringing it under our ownership formally.
Can you help?

Highways, By-ways and Speed Management.
In late March three Parish
Councillors (Tony Dahill, Andrew
Needham and Francis Tunney)
met with Edward Timpson MP,
Sean Houlton (MPs Office) and
two CWaC Officers; Jerry Gibbs
(Principal Engineer) and Andy
Bithell (Network Management
Commissioner). The aim was to look at three areas to demonstrates how you feel about
the state of roads in the centre of our Parish.
The goal was simple – to attempt to raise the profile of Highways Maintenance and, to
an extent we achieved our goals:
Outline discussions:
1. John Street
a.
The continuing erosion immediately outside the entrance to Rose Farm. Previous
repairs/patching by CWaC and various utilities and ‘shelf-life or repairs.
b.
the Highways team had ‘white lined’ some of the more serious potholing.
c. The southbound speed sign on John Street be adjusted to read from both directions.

2.

John Street crossroads
a. This was seen as problematic as; it was the confluence of traffic to and from
Tarporley in both N&S directions and also traffic from Cotebrook to Chester (east to
west) – both routes being at National Speed Limits
b. It was in a dip and water gathered, obscuring many of the defects
c. There were approximately ten (10) repairable potholes of varying sizes and also
evidence of previous utility ‘patching’.
d. ‘How to report damage?’ It was generally agreed that using the CWaC ‘Report It’
app was the best and most immediate action and if photographs could be provided
this is recommended There was a general discussion about how to get residents to
report such damage and it was agreed that a combined communications exercise
might be best with CWaC giving it prominence when they write/email to residents
and the PC including it as an item in their regular newsletters and on the web/social
media feeds.
e. ET mentioned that the ‘white line markings at the cross-roads were not very
visible and could be problematic, leading to potential accidents (RTA) due to people
(drivers) not seeing them.

3.

Wood Lane
a. The aim was to look at this length to demonstrate a range of deterioration as
well as issues related to flooding. It was generally acknowledged the road surface
was beginning to show significant signs of ‘wear and tear’ – it is a ‘C’ classification
byway (C830) forming a direct route from the A49 bypassing the main route

4.

between Crewe and Chester and was well used. It also had a large amount of
agricultural traffic.
b. The main issues were viewed in the area immediately outside, and crossing, the
boundaries of Wood Lane Farm. No blame was being attributed to the farmer
although it was recognised by the group that the movement of cattle from the farm
across Wood Lane was a contributory factor – particularly in the winter/wet seasons.
c. TD raised an issue of being able to recruit local farmers to assist in clearing up issues
of mud and detritus – primarily because they were ‘on the ground’, experienced and
had the necessary equipment to assist in issues such as this. He and FT were to
collate a paper for circulation to CWaC as soon as possible. The drainage system and
how it linked farms and highways run off has not been codified and there are no
complete plans/drawings available. There is no overall responsibility for CWaC for
the entire 'local' network.

Utkinton Lane/Hall Lane/Smithy Lane

a. Junction (part of C830 and unrestricted) exhibited a large number of significant
defects some of which had been ‘white lined’ for repair, but others not
b. Substantial traffic flows along this route and that it had the potential for damage
to traffic.
c. Communication of the issues and the part that residents could play

In general, the exercise was a fruitful one, not because of the specifics of the
locations mentioned above but because it sought to highlight the issues related to
highways maintenance as a whole across the Parish’ minor road network and, as
‘lockdown’ began to be relieved would be exacerbated by higher flows of traffic.
It should be noted that the attitudes expressed by all three tiers of ‘government’
were very positive and it was a process that will continue to be communicated.
Other Highways Matters
a. We were told, previously, by CWaC and the Police, that we cannot apply to extend
the 20mph zone in Utkinton – We could do it at our own behest would it, and the
rest of the zone would become unenforceable! Its back in the melting pot right now!
b. Stable Lane/Utkinton Lane, Cotebrook – We were told that this issue is now close to
resolution – watch this space!
c. State of roads –If you could complain to CWaC it could make all the difference. We
will also continue to monitor Utkinton Lane and Wood Lane.
d. School Parking – With the recommencement of schooling we will talk to the
Academy to see what can be done.
Don't forget if you see a pothole or want to comment or complain about signage or the state of
roads, then you can do so via this link on the CWaC Website;
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/contact-us/report-it/potholes-and-roadfaults.aspx
Or you can simply call them on 0300 123 7036 or email at engch@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

St John and the Holy Cross, Cotebrook;

St John’s has, sadly, been closed for most of the pandemic (like so many places
of worship) and our Vicar, Georgina Watmore has moved on to pastures fresh,
so here is a link to St Helens in Tarporley and their web page provides
information on local services. However we hope to have our usual monthly
services starting next month
https://www.tarporleyparishchurch.org/

Points of Contact: Utkinton St Paul's CE Primary School
Contacting the School
Utkinton Primary School
Quarry Bank, Utkinton,
Tarporley, Cheshire
CW6 0LA

Key Contacts
Headteacher: Lorna Pleavin
Main Contact: Jo Wright (Admin Officer)
admin@utkintonce.cheshire.sch.ukTel: 01829 732322

Cotebrook Village Hall groups restarting (all subject to the appropriate
regulations vis-à-vis meetings and groups)
Mon 9.30am
Mon 6.15pm
Mon 8.00pm
Tues 7.00pm

Wed 9.30am
Wed 1.30pm
Wed 7.30pm
Thurs 9.30am

Physio led
Pilates
Linni Lanni
Pilates
Pilates with
Claire
Candlelight
Gong Sound
Meditation
Yoga with Diane
Louise
AStars
Radio Club

Thurs 8.00pm

Linni Lanni
Pilates
Orchestra

Fri 9.45am

Zumba Gold

Fri 7.15pm usually
monthly

Fenice Flute
Choir

Dianne Hyatt: 0772557328
physiopilates_di@yahoo.com
Lauren Cooling: 07709 487954
info@coolingandcooling.co.uk
Claire Darlington: 07968077180
hello@mindbodyfitnesswithclaire.co.uk
Karen Blundell Severn: 07507 369364
www.wellbeingwave.com
Every third Tuesday in the month
dianelouiseyoga@gmail.com
Chester@a-starsports.co.uk
Peter Fox: 07919 315547
g8hav@msn.com
Lauren Cooling: 07709 487954
info@coolingandcooling.co.uk
Sarah Cooper: 01829 760654
whatsarahdoes@yahoo.co.uk
Maritza Santos Taylor: 07501 373426
livezumba@yahoo.co.uk
Angelika Stephenson: 07906 636891
angelikastephenson@yahoo.co.uk

Utkinton Village Hall there are a number of groups likely to restart:
Tue Eve
(7:30)
(bimonthly)
Wed eve
(Monthly)
Thurs am
Fri Morn
Sat Morn

Utkinton and Cotebrook
Parish Council (rotates with
Cotebrook VH – see back
page)
Utkinton WI
Pilates (2 groups)
Pilates (TBC)
Budo Ka Red Dragon SKA

Sat Lunch

Discover Social Skills

Ad Hoc

Utkinton Tennis Club

www.utkintonandcotebrook.com
utkintonandcotebrookclerk@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=Utkinton%20WI
Liz Hannath and Margaret Bowers
Vicky Robinson: wellbeingandpilates@gmail.com
Vicky Robinson: wellbeingandpilates@gmail.com
Glyn Roberts: kugbkarate@gmail.com,
http://www.shoto.co.uk/
Adam Kirkpatrick discoversocialskills@yahoo.com
Please see website for Joining instructions or contact:
Graham Harrison graham@harrisonnet.co.uk or
Kath Dahill kathryndahill@icloud.com

Your Parish Councillors, Clerk & Ward Councillor
In these troubled times, we are here to help, our responsibilities are to look after the
infrastructure of our Parish and to provide a link to our Borough Councillor and to
Cheshire West and Chester Council.
Marian Atkinson
07966 541806

marian.atkinsonuk@gmail.com
Tony Dahill
01829 733701

anthony.dahill@btinternet.com

Graham Spencer
07917 640068

gwsucpc@gmail.com
Kath Lloyd
Parish Clerk &
Responsible
Financial
Officer
07709 512348
utktintonandcotebrookclerk@g
mail.com

Roger
Barnes

Tony Burford
01829 732836

07861312534
barnesie8@hotmail.com
Jason
Hughes
(Vice
Chair)

Andrew Needham
01829 732444

07368132902
jhutkintonandcotebrookpc@gmail.c
om
Graham
01829

burford939@btinternet.com

Stewart
733216

gwb.stewart@btinternet.com

andrew.needhamuk@hotmail.co.uk
Francis (Frank)
Tunney (Chair)
07860 917446

utkintonpc@gmail.com
Eveleigh MooreDutton
Ward Councillor
07711 817060
eveleigh.mooredutton@cheshirewes
tandchester.gov.uk

Future PC Meetings
Parish Council meetings will continue to meet virtually over Zoom, in line with
government guidelines restricting meetings to 6 people, until that guidance is lifted.
The health and wellbeing of councillors, staff and residents is paramount and the
council will only resume face to face meetings when it is confident that it is safe to
do so.

The Annual Parish Meeting, where residents have the opportunity to share their
views with councillors will be held at 7pm on Tuesday 11th May, immediately before
the Parish Council meeting which will start at 7.30pm. All are welcome to either or
both meetings.
Planning Matters 2020 and 2021:
Each of the applications below has been received, discussed or decided on by both UCPC
and CWaC over the past 15 months.
Ref

Description

Status

21/00952/FUL

7 Croft Close Utkinton Tarporley Cheshire CW6 0XA - Alteration
to front - replace garage door with a window, conversion of
garage.
Land Adjacent to Bentleys Cottage John Street Utkinton
Approval of details of 20/02545/OUT (appearance, landscaping,
layout and scale) for erection of one dwelling
Quarry Bank Cottage Tirley Lane Utkinton Tarporley CW6 0JZ
Raising of roof to annexe
Little Garth Tirley Lane Utkinton Tarporley CW6 0JZ
Single storey rear extension
Monarchy Hall Farm Tirley Lane Utkinton Tarporley CW6 0JZ
Erection of an outbuilding
Luddington Hill Cottage Luddington Hill Utkinton Tarporley CW6
9DW Rear single storey extension
Utkinton Lodge Farm, Utkinton Lane, Cotebrook - conversion of
3 barns to 4 dwellings
Land Adjacent to Bentleys Cottage, John Street, Utkinton;
Erection of one dwelling and revised access
Land Adjacent To 16 Northgate, Utkinton; Construction of one
detached dwelling
Cotebrook Wastewater Treatment Works, A49, Cotebrook; New
ferric storage and dosing kiosk
Moss Cottage; Utkinton Lane, Cotebrook; Lawful Development
Certificate for use of land as garden land
The Cottage, Utkinton Lane, Cotebrook; Addition of pitched
gable roofs
Eaton Lane Cottage, Eaton Lane, Cotebrook; Extension to side to
create annexe
Hollins Hill Farm, Quarry Bank, Utkinton; Single storey extension
and porch (Amendment to 18/01947/FUL)
Ridgehill Cottage, Fishers Green, Utkinton; Single storey rear
extension

Awaiting
decision

21/00697/REM

21/00581/FUL
21/00311/FUL
21/00230/LDC
21/00172/FUL
20/02638/FUL
20/02545/OUT
20/02139/FUL
20/02140/LBC
20/01974/FUL
20/01835/LDC
20/01702/FUL
20/00710/FUL
20/00167/FUL
20/00023/FUL

Awaiting
decision
(REM)
Awaiting
decision
Approved
Awaiting
decision
Awaiting
decision
Approved
Awaiting
decision
Approved
Approved
Approved
Approved
Awaiting
decision
Approved
Approved

Planning protocol
UCPC has approved a Planning Protocol which is on our website for your information.
We’d be particularly interested in discussing future plans with residents for possible
developments and, hopefully, will have a single focal point in the Parish Council to whom
you can turn.
Community Transport – Update
SERVICE
COMMUNITY BUS SERVICE
Utkinton shrine – Cheshire Oak
Cheshire Oaks – Utkinton Shrine
COMMUNITY CAR SERVICE
RURAL RIDER
Northwich
Winsford

CALL
01244 973039

M

01244 973039
01606 723180

AM

TU

WE

AM
PM

TH

F

AM
PM
AM

AM

AM
PM

CPRE Transport Campaign
The Parish Council is a member of CPRE and we received this from them recently about
the launch of their new report ‘Every village, every hour: a comprehensive bus
network for rural England’. CPRE will continue to make the case for a truly
comprehensive model, one that empowers communities and tackles the climate
emergency. To show your support for the campaign, please tweet using
#ruralbuses and sign their petition. Over 35,500 people have taken the action so far help them reach 50,000 by signing the petition here.

Beeston and Tarporley Station Re-opening a Step Closer

The Government has approved an initial proposal and has now allocated funds to
enable the creation of a detailed business case and outline design.
Earlier this year the Department for Transport agreed a small number of ‘reverse
Beeching’ propositions from the hundreds that were submitted from around the
country. The proposal from the ‘Beeston and Tarporley Station Re-opening Group’
(B&TSRG) was one of those accepted to proceed to the next stage.
The Government has agreed to provide funding to the Reopening Group to allow the
creation of a detailed business case and outline station design for submission to the
Government mid 2021, and if that is successful the project would move ahead for a
possible re-opening somewhere towards the end of 2023 or early 2024.
The proposed station will be a simple country ‘halt’ with a platform on each side,
ticket machines, announcement equipment, information displays, rain shelter, full
disabled access, some car parking, and drop-off facilities. Initial feedback from the
local community has been positive, further details on the group’s Facebook page.

What’s on and Who is Who?

Parish Council dates for 2021/22: starting at 7:30 pm (includes a 15 min public session).
All meetings are in Village Halls unless stated as ‘Zoom’ meeting on website.
11th May 2021
Zoom (includes Annual Parish Meeting @7:00
pm)
8th June 2021
Cotebrook VH
13th July 2021
August 2021
14th

September 2021

12th October 2021
9th November 2021
14th

Utkinton VH
No Parish Council
Cotebrook VH
Utkinton VH
Cotebrook VH

December 2021

Utkinton VH (Starts at 7:00 pm)

11 January 2022

Cotebrook VH

8th February 2022
8th

March 2022

12th April 2022

Utkinton VH
Cotebrook VH
Utkinton VH

Village Hall Committees
Cotebrook Village Hall

Utkinton Village Hall

Judith Walters - Chair

07711 243521

Francis Tunney – Chair

07860 917446

Nick Parker - Secretary

07850 930095

Graham Harrison - Treasurer

07425 775679

Les Atkinson - Treasurer

07958 107078

Secretary (TBA)

Marian Atkinson

01829 760698

Liz Hannath (WI)

01829 733778

Trudy Boyle

07545 554780

Margaret Bowers (WI)

01829 732349

Tony Burford

01829 732836

Kath Dahill (Tennis)

01829 733701

Tracy Chorlton

01829 760551

Karen Murray

Steve and Helen Moore

01829 760272

Richard Francis (Members Club)

01829 752551

Samantha Edge

01829 760984

Graham Stewart

01829 733216

Clair Rees

07837 912951

David Woodward

01829 732659

Christine Needham

01829 732444

Neighbourhood plan Steering Group Members:
Tony Dahill (Chair)
Carol Weaver, Graham Spencer, Vicky Ratchford
and Marian Atkinson (for Cotebrook)
Frank Tunney (on behalf of the Parish Council)
‘The Courier’ is edited and published by Utkinton and Cotebrook Parish Council (E&OE)

